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impotllle”: not. to male . 


Addreſſes to Her, whoſe Con- 


veflation from her Infancy has 2 


been one conti inued A greeable 
Entertainment. : 

Suck is Yours. Vou are 
ſcarce arriv'd to that Time of 
Life, when other People are but 
allowed to be at an Age of Dif- 
cretion; and yet, for near half 
that Space, have been diſtin- 
guiſh'd by the Polite World for 
the Charms of Vour Wit, and 
the Fineneſs of Your Under- 
ſtanding, INN 

THis would be the groffeſ 


Flattery, if aſcrib d to any body 
but 


DEDICATION _ 
but : Your ſelf. To ſpeak ir of 
You, is barely doing Vo 
Juſtice. The moſt artful Strokes 
of Commendation that Inven- 
tion can frame, may be applied 
to Vou without a —— 
And it is not poſſible to utter a 
Falſity in Your Character, with- 
ont aſſerting, that You -have 
been guilty of Saying or Do- 
ing a Thing which has! not 
FP 

For the Truch of un, 1 up 


peal to the (modiſh' courtly 
World; to the moſt Agreeable 


People of both Sexes; who have 
always thought chenale)ves hap- 
| | Py 


py in the leaſt Degree of Inti- 
macy with Vou, and been amy 
bitious of recommending them- 
ſelves upon the Credit of it. 

ITI Gay Part of our Youth, 
who never conſider'd You in this 
Light, but have toaſted You, for 
above Seven Years, will won- 
der that I have not all this, while 
given the leaſt Hint of the 
Charms of Your. Perſon: Of 
which, as it is but the Caſe of .a 
Bright and Sparkling Soul, I ſhall 
only ſay that it is a Cabinet pro- 
portion'd to the Richneſs of the 
Jewel it contains: The Senti- 
ments of your Mind ſpeak Beau- 


ty, 
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ty, and _ ye _ gook 
Senſe. 

. a OUN r uch un- 
common Graces, no Wonder 
that Vou have deeply endear d 
your ſelf to all that know You; 
That the whole Town was vi- 
ſited with your Sickneſs; and the 
Loſs of Vou was dreaded as a 
publick Calamity. Might we 


4 have the Liberty of preferring 


one Wiſh, with a Certainty 
of its being granted, it would be 
the Continuance of your Health. 
Tho' I have, beſides, a private 
one to add; which, being in the 
Power of 5 much Goodneſs to 

grant, 


DEDICATION. 


grant, I will not deſpair of. 
To your Self I ſue for that Par- 
don which: I may juſtly want, 
in having ſo faintly attempted 
to draꝶm a Particular of your 
Worth. But I could not for- 
bear the firſt: Opportunity of 
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DON CARLO 


Hiſtorical NOEL. 


EN the Emperor Charles the Fifth 
bad reſolv'd to refign his Domini- 
22% ©// * ons, in order to retire from the 
J World ; he was apprehenſive of 
leaving his Son expos'd to the pro- 
ſſiperous Fortune of Henry the Se- 
cond of France, of which he had himſelf felt 
the Effe&s, and therefore he concluded a Truce 
for five Years. Among the Overtures of Peace 
that were made during the Truce, a Marriage 
was propos'd between the Prince of Spain, Don 
Carlos, only Son to Philip the Second by Mary 
of Portugal his firſt Wife, and Madam El:2-- 
beth, the Eldeſt Daughter of France. This 
Princeſs was very young, but ſurpriſingly ac- 
campliſh'd for her 451 And as the Match was 
zoytully embrac'd on both Sides as ſoon as it 
was offer'd, ſhe conceiv'd a great Eſteem for the 
Vol. III. B 2 Husband 
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finding this Occaſion of fixing upon a certain 


vate; and ſhe inſenſibly inga 


4 Do N CARLOS. 
Husband that was deftin'd her. Her tender Heart 


Odject, amus'd it ſelf with it oy in pri- 

g*d her ſelf in an 
Inclination, which caus'd more Trouble to her 
Virtue than ſhe imagin'd. The Prince of Spain 
was no leſs ſatisfy*d with his Fate. As all that 
was ſaid to him of the young Lady gave him a 
very lovely Idea of her, he abandon'd himſelf 
with Pleaſure to all the amorous Sentiments 
with which this Idea inſpir'd him. The Prin- 
ceſs's Picture finiſh'd what the Reputation of her 
Beauty had begun. He was told it was ex- 
tremely like; and he readily believ'd it, becauſe 
it was what he wiſh'd. When he was gazing 


on the Picture, there was no way of letting the 
Princeſs know his Thoughts about her, which 
did not come into his Mind. He cou'd not 


bear that ſhe ſhou'd be ignorant of the Joy, with 
which the Hopes of poſſeſſing her had fill'd his 


Soul. Sometimes alſo he was aſham'd of his 


Happineſs, and cou'd almoſt have wiſh'd he had 


time to gain her Heart, before ſhe was oblig'd to 


beſtow it on him. But as this was a thing im- 
poſſible, he fancy'd he ſhou'd be eaſy, if he cou'd 
at leaſt let her underftand the different Thoughts 
which aroſe in him on this Occafion. 

IN the mean while the Face of Affairs was 


chang'd, by the Breach Of the Truce. The 


Princes of the Houſe of Lorain made the War 
be reſoly'd on again, at the Sollicitation of Pope 


Paul the Fourth. The Pontiff 's Deſign was to 


procure a powerful Diverſion in Flanders, to 


a 

Free himſelf from the Duke of Alva, one of the 

Spaniſh Generals, who had for ſome time as it 

were block'd him up in Rome. The thing — 
Ceede 


Don CARL os. 7 


ceeded on the fide of the Pope as well as cou'd 
be wiſh'd: But the Event was quite otherwiſe 
in Flanders. France loſt two Battels there, in 
which the beſt Troops in the Kingdom were al- 
molt all kill'd or taken Priſoners; and this put 
Affairs into ſo ill a Condition, that they deter- 
min'd to purchaſe Peace at any Price. This 
Peace was the Work of the Duke of Savoy Ge- 
neral of the Span; Army, and of the Conſtable 
of Montmorency his Priſoner. The Conſtable 
convinc'd the 13 that he was never like to 
find ſo lucky an Opportunity of being reſtor'd 
to his Territories, from which Francis the Firſt 
had driven his Father ; and the Duke on his Part 
l ſo far with Philip the Second, that the 

reaty was ſoon concluded at Chateau-Cam- 
breſts. It is eaſy to imagine the Grief of Don 
Carlos, when the Truce was broken; and what 
muſt be his Joy when the Negotiations of Peace 
were reſum' d. This Peace, nevertheleſs, which 
ſo delightfully flatter'd his Hopes, was the very 
thing which ruin'd them for ever. 

DuRiNG the time of the Negotiation, Phi- 
lip the Second became a Widower by the Death 
of Mary Queen of England, his Second Wife. 
As he deſign'd to marry again, he order'd the 
Princeſs Elizabeth, who was promis'd him for 
his Son, tobe demanded for himſelf. The Freach 
Court wou'd rather have given her to the Heir 
of the Crown who was of an equal Age, than 
to a Prince who was old enough to be her Fa- 
ther, and by whom ſhe cou'd only have younger 
Brothers; but the King cou'd not be handſome- 
ly deny'd. Tho' Don Carlos was Thunder- 
ſtruck at the News, and it was brought to him 
before a world of Company, he was Maſter 

B 3 enough 
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enough of himſelf, not to diſcover the Grief it 
ave him. But the Force he put upon his Paſ- 


ſtlons coſt him dear, when he was alone. All 


that Love and Rage cou'd inſpire took Place in 
his Sonl. But as the Violence of his Grief ſuf- 
fer'd him to come to no Reſolution, and the 
preſent State of his Fortune did not permit him 
to attempt any Thing, his Deſpair chang'd infen- 
fibly into Melancholy. This threw him into 
that private kind of Life he led afterwards, 
which made him fo odious to the King his Fa- 
her; who never dreaming of the true Reaſon 
of this Alteration, and judging of his Son b 

himfelf, attributed the Jon rince's Dejecti- 
on to an Iinpatience o 8 As for the 
Princefs, tho* what ſhe had in her Heart in fa- 
vour of Don Carlos was rather a Diſpoſition to 
Love than an actual Pafſion ; yet the Apprehen- 
tion ſhe was under, leſt it might be real Love, 
gave her ſuch a Piſtruſt of her ſelf as cannot be 
expreſt. Till now ſhe had an extreme Curiofi- 
ty to learn what Effect her Picture had produc'd 
upon Don Carlos, and wiſh'd to have him enjoy 
leſs Tranquility than her ſelf: But from the 
Moment fhe underft5vd the Change of theit De- 
ftiny, ſhe tear*d nothing ſo much as to be lov'd 
by him. As great a Pleaſure as there is in being 
handforne, ſhe then wiſh'd that all which was 
taid of het Charms was not ttue. Agitated by 
thele different Thoughts, atid her Mind not be- 
ing in a Situation calm enoogh, to come off 


with a good Grace in a Conjuncture ſo difficult, 


as thar of het Atrival at the Court of Spain, ſhe 
delay'd her Departure as long as with Decency 


. * ſhe cou'd. Tho? the Duke of Alva had mar- 
. Ty'd her as his Mafter's Proxy in June, ſhe did 


not 
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not ſet out from Paris till the End of Novem- 
ber. She ſtep'd at every fine Houſe ſhe ſaw on 
the Road, and came not to Cayenne till the End 
of the Year: As if thoſe Delays were able to 
work that Change in her Heart, which Reaſon 
cow'd not do. When the reach'd the Pyreucan 
Mountains, Fortune, who chuſes ſometimes to 
beſtow Favours which are leaſt expected, gave 
her a Reſpite ſhe did not hope for. 

ANT HO NYof Bourbon, King of Navarro, 
had the Commiſſion of conducting this Princeſs, 
and was to deliver her on the Frontiers into the 
Hands of the Cardinal of Burgos and the Duke 
de] Iufantada. This King was only in Poſſeſ- 
tion of the Lower Navarre, the Higher having 
been uſurpt by the Spaniards from his Wite's 
Grandfather. That he might not therefore pre- 
judice the Right he had to both, he wou'd by no 
means acknowledge the Place which ſeparates 
them to be the true Frontier of ow: and re- 

nir'd a Declaration from the Deputies, that 
the delivering over the Princeſs at that Place 
ſhou'd not hurt his Pretenſions. Such a Decla- 
ration was of too great Conſequence, to be gi- 
ven, without anexpreſy Order from above. I hey 
were oblig'd to write to Madrid about it, and 
expect an Anſwer on the Spot. Philip cou'd 
have heartily wiſh'd the Court of Frence had 
prevented this Embarraſsment, and that the Com- 
miſſion had rather been given to Perſons not 
of Navarre. But Meſſieurs de Cuiſe, who were 
new and abſolute Maſters of all Affairs, had 
their own Reaſons for keeping the Princes of 
the Bloog at a Diſtance trom the Court. As 
they only wanted Pretences, they were tran- 
ſported to find one ſo plauſible, to get rid of 

I B 4 him 
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him who gave them the moſt Trouble. The 
King of Spain therefore was under a Neceflity 
either to give the King of Navarre immediate 
Satisfaction, or refer the matter to a Negotiati- 
on in order to prevail on the Court of France to 
recall him. The laſt Expedient wou'd draw on 
a Delay in ſupportable to a Prince who expected 
the moſt amiable Perſon in the World for his 
Wiſe. And thus this great Politician ſatisfy'd 
the Impatience of his Love, at the Expence of 


his Intereſt, and wrote back, that they ſhou'd 


ant the King of Navarre what he deſir'd. The 
Gord took the Way of Madrid, and Don Car- 
los came to meet her; accompany'd, among other 
Perſons, by the 8 Prince of Parma, Alexan- 
der Farneſe his Couſin, and Rui Gomez de Silva, 
Prince of Eboli, his Governor, and (a) Favourite 
to the King. 

AT the firſt News the Queen receiv'd of the 
Prince's Approach, ſuch oppoſite Sentiments a- 
roſe in her Soul, and aſſail'd her ſo violently, 
that ſhe fainted away in the Arms of her Ladies; 


and did not recover till Don Carlos was ready to 


accolt her. After the firſt Civilities were paſs'd, 
theſe two illuſtrious Perſons, being taken up in 
gazing on each other, gave over ſpeaking: And 
the reſt of the Company forbearing Diſcourſe 
out of reſpect, there was for ſome time a Si- 
lence very extraordinary on ſuch an occaſion. 
Don Carlos was not (6) regularly handſome: 
But beſides an admirable Complexion, and the 


(a) Father Hilarion de Coſſe, a Minim, in his Pa- 
nygeric on the Queen. 
(6) Brantome, in Philip the Second. 


fineſt 


Don CARLOs. 9 


fineſt Head in the World, he had Eyes ſo ſprite- 
ly and full of Fire, and ſo lively an Air, that it 
cou'd not be ſaid he was diſagreeable. He was 
immediately dazled with the Queen's Beauty; 
but the Conſideration of what he loſt in loſin 
her, quickly chang'd his Admiration into Grief : 
And foreſeeing what ſhe wou'd cauſe him to 
ſuffer, he came inſenſibly to look upon her with a 
ſort of Fear. In the mean time the Duke de In- 
fantada imagining the Queen waited out of Ci- 
vility till Don Carlos wou'd offer to go, and that 
the Prince out of Reſpect did the ſame by her, he 
put the Queen in mind of the Time, and drew 
them both out of a greater Perplexity than he 
thought. The Prince having taken his Place 
in the Queen's Coach, never took his Eyes 
off her the whole Way; having all the Con- 
venience he cou'd wiſh, to conſider her, and 
to ruin himſelf. The Queen obſerv'd it imme- 
diately. A ſecret Sentiment, which ſhe cou'd 
not command, made her find a Pleaſure in ſee- 
ing the Tranſports of Don Carlos. Yet ſhe 
durſt not look ſteadily on him; and he cou'd 
not look on her at firſt without trembling : But at 
laſt their Eyes, having for ſome time avoided 
each other, conſtrain'd themſelves no longer, 
but met in the ſame Point by Chance, and cou'd 
never afterwards turn another way. It was by 
thoſe faithful Interpreters that Don Carlos told 
the Queen all his Soul. He prepar'd her, by a 
thouſand ſad and paſſionate Looks, for the ut- 
moſt Obſtinacy and Extent of his Affection. 
His Heart was pain'd with the Sceret, and torn 
with the Grief of his Misfortune, and cou'd no 
longer forbear ſeeking for Eaſe: And as he 
thought he perceiv'd in the embi rraſsꝰd Air of the 
Þs Queen, 
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Queen, that ſhe underſtood him; it imparted to 
him ſo ſenſible a Joy, that for ſome Moments 
he forgot his Father's Happineſs, and his own 
Miſery. This Satisfaction gave him a Preſence 
of Mind, which he did not expect, at the firſt 
Meeting of the King and the Queen: But the 
Princeſs had enter'd into ſo profound a Thought- 
fulneſs on the Road, that the Preſence of her 
Husband cou'd not draw her out of it. When 
they arriv'd at Maarid, and the King receiv'd 
her upon her coming out of the Coach, after 
the firit Ceremonies (uſual on the like Occaſi- 
ons) ſhe begun to view him fixedly, without 
reflecting on what ſhe did; as if ſhe ſuſpected 
he had remark*dghe Confuſion in which ſhe was. 
The King, far from ory ry. the true Cauſe of 
her (a) Diſorder, ask'd her with a good deal of 
Peeviſhneſs, if ſhe was obſerving that he had 
gray Heirs already? Theſe Words were look'd 
upon as a bad Omen by thoſe who were preſent : 
And from that time it was concluded, that the 
Union of two Perſons, ſo unſuitable in their 
Years, wou'd not be happy. 

Tu Court of Spain, which had heard the 
Wonders that were reported of the Queen's 
Beauty, merely as the ordinary -Exaggerations 
of the good Qualities of Princes; were amaz'd 
to find, that whatever was ſaid of it, came ſhort 
of the Truth. She was born a Beauty, and was 
at that time in all the Luſtre which the fair 
Bloom of Youth cou'd give a Perſon of perfect 
Charms. Every Beauty does not touch all 
Sorts of Hearts: But the Queen was equally 


— —_r ww 


(a) Brantome, in his Diſcourſe on this Daten. 
- Eh ador'd 
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ador'd both by the People and the Court. As 
often as ſhe appear'd in Publick ſhe made Tri- 
umphs; and it was fo difficult to look upon 
her without loving, that even to this Day it is 
a Tradition in the Court of Spain, that no (a) 
wiſe Man wou'd. venture to look her in the 
Face. In a word, if Beauty is a kind of natu- 
ral Royalty, it may be faid that never Queen 
was ſo mach a Queen as the. It was almoft 
impoflible, but the happy Man who poſſeſs'd 16 
many Graces muſt be charm'd with ' em. Her 
whole Manner touch'd him. He always ob- 
fery'd in her an attracting Sweetneſs, equally 
diſtant from the forbidding Severity of the Spa- 
1h Ladies in publick, and their extravagant 
Fondnefs in private. Sometimes he admir'd his 
own Happinefs, in reflecting on theſe things. 
But this was only to himſelf; for he thought 
7 did not become his Greatneſs, to let ſo young 
a Creature know his Weakneſs in the Paſſion he 
felt for her. If ſhe had had at any time the leaft 
Suſpicion of it, the wou'd quickly have alter'd 
her Mind; when ſhe conſider'd the little Confi- 
dence the King repos'd in her, his auſtere Air, 
and his Regularity in confining all his Careſſes 
to the Night; as if he were afraid of being ſeen 
by her in 2 Condition lefs grave, than that 
wherein he appear'd to other People. This 
Conduct, ſo cold in Appearance, and fo diffe- 
rent from the agreeable Diſorder and T raniports 
which generally accompany Paſſions which are 
pleas'd, did not -anfwer the Idea the Queen had 
form'd to herfelf, of the Life which a new- 


8 4 


(4) Brantome, in her Eloge. 


mar- 
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married Pair, who were happy enough to love 
each other, ought to lead. She look'd upon 
her Husband therefore as a Man whoſe Body 
only ſhe poſſels'd; but whoſe Soul was fill'd 
alone with Deſigns of Ambition, and Schemes 
of Politicks. Ver was ſhe ſo much belov'd by 
him, that Enjoyment itſelf, inſtead of diminiſh- 
ing, increas'd his Ardour: Whether it were that 
Poſſeſſion, which ſatiates the Deſires of moſt 
Husbands, ſerv'd only to provoke his, by the 
Diſcovery of ſome hidden Charms and Beauties 
unknown to him before; or whether the Myſtery 
— made of his Love, redoubled the Violence 
Or it. - 

DON CARLOS in the mean time was 
reſtleſs to know how he ſtood in the Queen's 
Opinion : For tho* when ſhe look'd on him 
he fancy'd he perceiv'd ſecret and earneſt Lan- 
guor in her Eyes, which he had not obſerv'd at 
Other times ; he durſt not believe what he ſaw. 
How great ſoever his Impatience was to be 
better inform'd, as ſhe was ſeldom alone during 
the Nuptial Rejoycings, it was a long time be- 
fore he cou'd diſcourſe with her in private. But 
at laſt Fortune, who takes delight in favouring 
Deſigns which muſt have a fatal Cataſtrophe, 
ſurniſnh'd him with an Opportunity when he leaſt 
expected it. | 

As the King arriv'd in Spain but a little be- 
fore the Queen, he had not yet paid the laſt Ho- 
nours to the Emperor's Corps, which was de- 
pofited a few Days Journey from Madrid, in 
the Monaſtery of the Hieronymite Fryars, where 
he ended his Days. The Queen was glad to 
accompany her Husband thither, to ſee a Coun- 
try which was repreſented to be the fineſt of all 

. Spain. 
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Spain. The Hieronymites of St. Juſtus are ſi- 
tuated in a Valley, at the Entrance into Eſtra- 
madura, which runs along the Banks of the 
Guadiana from the Frontier of Caſtile to that of 
Portugal. This Valley is ſurrounded with 
Hills of an extraordinary Height, whoſe leaſt 
fertile Places are fill'd with thoſe Ever-greens 
which thrive only in hot Countries. A thou- 
ſand Brooks ſpring out of theſe Woods, and 
diicharge themſelves, after many Windings, in- 
to the River which traverſes the Plain ; and the 
Lands, which are water'd by ſuch a quantity of 
Streams, always produce an infinite number of 
Orange Trees, Lemon Trees, and ſuch others 
as grow in this happy Climate, The Waters, 
in the greateſt Heat of Summer, yield ſuch a 
refreſhing Coolneſs, under the Shades of this 
Deſart, as all the Art of Men cannot make 
elſewhere : And the Verdure, with which they 
are adorn'd on each fide, gives ſo lovely a 
Scene, that Painting never expreſt any thing ſo 
fine. The Court being arriv'd in this Solitude, 
which Charles the Fifth had render'd ſo famous 
by. his Retreat, after having fulfill'd the firſt Du- 
ties of Piety, the King wou'd needs ſee a youn 
Fryar, whom his Father loy'd very much; and, 
among other things, was curious to learn the 
Reaſon of this Affection. He was inform'd 
therefore, that the Emperor going one Mornin 
in his turn to call up the other Fryars, he foun 
this young Brother, who was yet a Novice, 
bury'd in ſo deep a Slumber, that he had much 
ado to make him riſe : The Novice turning out 
at laſt with an ill Will, and ſtill half a-ſleep, 
cou'd not forbear en Th, the Emperor, that he 
6:ght to be ſatisfy'd with having troubled the 55 
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poſe of the World, while he was in it; wirbour 
comimg «fo to trouble the Repaſe of thoſe who had 
Teft it. The Emperor was ſo pleas'd with this 
Saying, that he lov'd him ever afterwards. 
After ſome other Diſcourfe, the Company di- 
vided themſelves in ſeveral Parts over this 
agreeable Deſart; and the Queen, who was fa- 
tigu'd with the Journey, was left almoſt alone 
with Don Carlos. As thoſe who remain'd with 
them were not of a Rank to mingle in the 
Convertation, Don Carlos, ravifh'd with the 
Opportunity, propos'd to the Queen to repoſe 
herſelf in a ſmall Orange Grove which was be- 
hind the Emperor's Aparrment. They went 
thither ; and the Prince, who was afraid of be- 
ing interrupted, immediately begun the Conver- 
ſation with a Freedom of Mind which furpris'd 
himſelf ; and made the Queen atmoſt difmifs 
the Suſpicion which ſhe had of his Defign. He 
conjur'd her, not to be in any Diſturbance at 
the things he had to ſay to her; and to believe 
he wou'd never occaſion her any other Pain, 
but that of hearing them. He begg'd her then 
to remember the Time when they were deſtifi'd 
for each other, and to conſider what Impreſſion 
ſuch charming Hopes muft have made in his 
Heart. Tis eaſie for you to judge, Madam, 
continu'd he, that the Sight of you has not 
wip'd out that Impreſſion, and I am fenfible it 
will never be effac'd. At firſt the Queen cou'd 
not help taking Pleaſure to ſee a Man poſſeſs'd 
with Sentiments for her ſo paſſionate, and ſuch 
as none had ever dar'd to diſcover to her be- 
fore; but afterwards reflecting on Don Carlos's 
Words, ſhe comprehended the Force of them fo 
well, and they gave her ſo ſad an Idea or the 
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State of the unhappy Prince's Heart, that it ex- 
cited in her the higheſt Pity. She confeſs'd to 
him, that the Eſteem ſhe had conceiv'd of him, 
while ſhe was appointed to be his Wife, wou'd 
not permit her to regard without Grief what 
ſhe ſaw him ſuffer, nor to refuſe him ſuch Con- 
ſolations as ſhe cou'd allow, without breaking 
in upon her Duty. The Prince anſwer'd, That 
he pretended to no more than to fee her und 
ſpeak to her; but the Queen, who perhaps was 
afraid he might ſay more than ſhe wou'd have 
him, roſe up at theſe Words, and ſtepping to the 
Prince of Parma and Rui Gomez who came 
towards them, only told Dox Carlos, that if 
he was wiſe and lov'd her, he wou'd be care- 
ful to avoid her. Don Carlos was extreamly 
leas'd at having declar'd his Paſſion, and his 
ind appear'd as calm after this, as it was un- 
quiet before. The Queen ſoon took Notice of it; 
and as there is no Form under which Love does 
not diſguiſe itfelf to creep into a Heart, not even 
that of Reaſon and Virtue it ſelf; ſo ſhe thought 
herſelf oblig'd, both out of Prudence and Gene- 
roſity, to conceal the Prince's Paſſion. This 
being her Opinion, ſhe cou'd not forbear letting 
him know, that ſhe look'd upon the Change of 
his Humour, as an effect of his Diſcretion. 
Don Carlos took the Liberty to put her in Mind 
of it, the firſt time he ſpoke with her in private 
after the return of the Court to Maarid; and 
aſſur'd her with the utmoſt Pleaſure, that there 
was no Humour or Behaviour ever ſo contrary 
to his Natural Genius, which his Paſſion cou'd 
not eaſily make him aſſume. After this they 
gladly unboſom'd themſelves without Reſerve. 
Don Carlos related to the Queen all that paſs'd 
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in his Heart and Mind, ſince the firſt time he 
heard her mention'd; and ſhe in return gave him 
the whole Hiſtory of her Infancy, with a thou- 
ſand little Particularities, which took up all their 
Attention as agreeably, as they wou'd have been 
_ tedious to indifferent People. Only when ſhe 
came to ſpeak of their intended Marriage, ſhe 
did not dwell ſo largely on the Thoughts ſhe 
had on that Occaſion, as the Prince did in de- 
claring his; but the Conſtraint he perceiv'd ſhe 
put upon herſelf to conceal them, told him 
more than if ſhe had ſpoken. It was in ſuch 
endearing Converſations that theſe illuſtrious 
Perſons paſs'd the time when they cou'd be 
together ; but Fortune, who was weary of fa- 
vouring them, ingag'd Don Carlos in an Adven- 
ture which was the firſt Source of his Misfor- 
tunes. 

OF. all the Ladies in whom the Beauty of the 
Queen rais'd Envy, there was none who had ſo 
much reaſon to hate her on this account, as the 
Princeſs of Eboli. She was the hand ſomeſt and 
the moſt witty of the whole Court ; and held 
the firſt Rank in it, as well for this reaſon, as 
becauſe Rui Gomez, her Husband, was the 
King's Favourite. She was equally a Lover of 
Grandeur and Pleaſures ; and as ſhe promis'd 
herſelf every thing from the Charms both of her 
Perſon and Mind, ſhe had a Deſign at firſt upon 
the King's Heart. But the Queen's Beauty ha- 
vin defeated her Project, ſhe endeavoui'd to 
make Don Carlos in love with her; not ima- 
gining to find the ſame Obſtacle in the Heart of 
the Son, as hinder'd her from ſucceeding with 
the Father. Rui Gomez, as he was Governor 
to the Prince, lodg'd in the ſame hk 
| wit 
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with him. The Princeſs of Eboli, his Wife, 
beſides this Opportunity of ſeeing Don Carlos, 
had 8 an Occaſion of obliging him, by 
making him Friends with her Husband, with 
whom he fell out every Day. Don Carlos, 
who was very generous, and perceiv'd that ſhe 
zealouſly embrac'd his Intereſt, thought himſelf 
under great Obligations to her, and therefore 
ſhew'd her extraordinary Civility. Theſe favou- 
rable Diſpoſitions, making the Princeſs hope 
the beſt from her Deſign, ſhe quickly found an 
Occaſion of bringing Don Carlos to the Point 
ſhe intended. 

THE Admiration he had for the Queen gave 
him a ſort of Contempt for all other Women; 
Befides, every one knows that young People of 
ſuch Quality naturally love to ſport with any 
Company; and the Flattery of thoſe who train 
them up, accuſtoms them to this kind of offen- 
five Merriment, inſtead of correcting it. Don 
Carlos, who was not exempt from the Faults of 
his Age and Condition, and the Prince of Par- 
ma, who was {till younger and more unruly, 
having one Day play'd at this rate on ſome Wo- 

men of the firſt Quality who complain'd of it, 
the Princeſs of Eboli had much ado to keep 
Rui Gomez, from ſpeaking of it to the my 
Being alone the ſame Evening with Don Carlos 
in a Cloſet at her own Houſe, ſhe began to re- 
proach him with the little Confideration he had 
for the Ladies; and after having railly'd him ſe- 
veral times on this Subject, ſhe concluded that 
the Friendihip ſhe had for him muſt needs be ve- 
ry great, to forgive him Things of this Nature. 
The Prince, who did not perceive whither ſhe 
Was leading him, and who was oblig'd in a 
| titude 
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titude to make equal Profeſſions of Friendſhip 
to her, anſwer'd with a Smile, that ſhe had more 
Reaſon than ſhe imagin'd to take his Part, ſince 
the little Regard he had for other Women pro- 
ceeded from her having engroſs'd all the Eſteem 
he was capable of for the whole Sex. The 
Princeſs, who was charm'd with theſe Words 
which ſhe took for a Declaration of Love) an- 
wer'd him in ſuch a manner as open'd his 
Eyes, and made him know his good Fortune. 
At firſt he reſolv'd to make uſe of it. Never 
was Infidelity, he thought, more exculable, 
than that which he was going to commit. This 
Princeſs was one of thoſe Ladies, who, with- 
out having all their Features exactly regular, 
have ſomething which touches more than many 
regular Beauties. But as dangerous as ſhe was, 
Don Carlosrs Paſſion for the Queen was (till 
greater. His Imagination repreſented her to 
im at that Inſtant, with thofe Graces and that 
Sweetneſs, which made all other Beauties ap- 
pear mean in Compariſon of hers; and this 
charming Idea caus'd him ſuddenly to look on 
the Princeſs with a Diſdain, which ſhe had no 
reaſon to expect. However, he receiv'd her 
Advances in the moſt obliging manner he eou'd, 
without complying with them. But ſhe ſaw 
too well, that he declar'd a Tenderneſs which he 
xeally had not. A Woman in this Condition ne- 
ver forgets it; nor ever remembers it but with 
Rage, if ſhe has not Reaſon to remember it 
with Pleaſure. We ſhall ſee hereafter the Ef- 
fects which this Rage produc'd in the Princeſs of 
Eboli's Heart. But Love, that pity'd her Ad- 
venture, introduc'd a new Perſon on the The- 
atre of this Court, to repair Don Carlos's -- ault. 
HIS 
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THis was Don John of Auſtria, natural Son 
to the Emperor Charles the Fifth, whom the 
King about this time took out of the Hands of 
4 Spaniſh Noble- man, who had brought him up 
as his own Son. Tho' this young Prince had 
always believ'd himſelf fo, he had as much 
Pride and Ambition as if he had known what 
he truly was. When the Spaniard, who palt 
for his Father, threw himfelf at his Feet, be- 
fore he preſented him to the King; Dos Fohn 
look'd on him in that Poſture with as much 
Unconcernednefs, as if he had for a long while 
expected this Change. Seeing nothing in the 
new Rank, to which he was elevated, above 
his Courage, he was not a whit daunted with 
it; and all the Court ſaw with Admiration the 
Son of Dox Lewis Quiſciada accuſtom himfelf 
in ha!f an Hour to be the Son of an Emperor. 
T 15 new Prince not being of a Humour to 
take the neceflary Precautions for defending, his 
Heart againſt the Charms of the Queen, fell in 
Love with her as ſoon as he ſaw her. Whether 
it were that this Paffion flatter'd his Vanity, or 
that he «> the it ag } via ſerviceable to pro- 
mote his Fortune, he did not ftrive to cure him- 
ſelf of it in the leaſt. As he was naturally a 
Diſſembler, it was eaſy for him to hide his Ap- 
plication about the Queen, under the pretence of 
making his Coutt. His Affiduity ſoon made 
Don Carlos uneaſy; and tho? the Coen wou'd 
fain have perfuaded him ſhe was glad this Ob- 
ſtacle render'd theit Diſcourſes leſs free, becauſe 
ſhe ſhou'd thereby become leſs expos'd to his 
Tenderneſs; yet from that time ſhe entertain'd 
an Averſion for Don ohn, the Reaſon of whic 
ſhe did not care to examine, | 
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THERE is no Occurrence of Life, in which 
Diſſimulation is of ſo much Uſe as in Love, nor 
in which it is more difficult to diſſemble. The 
Prince cou'd not be always ſo abſolute a Ma- 
ſter of his Diſpleaſure, when the Preſence of 
Don John incommoded him, but that the other 
begun at laſt to perceive ſomething of it. As 
nothing is ſo penetrating as the Eyes of a Ri- 
val, he ſoon gueſs'd the Subject. The Know- 
ledge of it excited in him an extreme Curioſity 
to learn, whether the Prince's Paſſion was 
known to the Perſon who caus'd it, and whe- 
ther ſhe return'd it. To get Light into this Af- 
fair, he reſolv'd to pretend Love to a French 
Woman belonging to the Queen, who was 
handſome enough to make this Feint appear pro- 
bable, and who ſeem'd to be more in her Favour 
than her other Women. He omitted nothing 
which was in his Power to corrupt her, but 
he cou'd not get out of her the Secret of her 
Miſtreſs, which indeed ſhe was ignorant of : 
For the Queen was ſo far from agony Fr to 
any Body, that ſhe wou'd willingly have hid it 
from her ſelf. He us'd the Pretence of diſcour- 
ſing with this Lady, in order to leave Don Car- 
{os alone with the Queen, and thereby became 
inſenſibly as favourable to them, as he was the 
contrary before. He thought if they l:ad an Un- 
derſtanding together, he ſhou'd diſcover nothing 
by mixing in their Converſation, ſince they 
wou'd be upon their Guard againſt him; and 
that his Aſſiduity wou'd but render him more 
odious, and remove him the farther from their 
Confidence, into which he paſſionately wiſh'd 
to enter. The Queen appear'd ſo reſerv'd, that 
he deſpair'd of inſinuating himſelf into hers ; 
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and therefore he propos'd to gain that of the © 
Prince, whoſe frank and open Nature promis'd 
him leſs Difficulty. With this Reſolution he 
chang'd his Conduct with regard to him entire- 
ly. He no longer us'd the Familiarity, which 
the Quality of an Uncle gave him, but became 
the moſt reſpectful of all his Courtiers. He 
manag'd ſo skilfully all Occaſions of remark- 
ing the good Qualities of Doz Carlos, that the 
Prince, who did not ſuſpect this Eſteem of Flat- 
tery, becauſe he was conſcious he deſerv'd it, 
came by degrees to believe that his Uncle loy'd 
him; and at length put a great deal of Confi- 
dence in him. But as the Confidence of a Man 
of Honour, who truly loves, never extends 
ſo far as to diſcloſe the Secret of his Love 
when he is well receiv'd; the Prince truſted 
every thing to his Uncle, except the on- 
ly thing which he wanted to know. | 
DON FO AN being in deſpair at having made 
no Diſcovery, reſoly'd to take the Advice of ſome 
Perſon, who had more Experience in ſuch Af- 
fairs than himſelf. As he was the fineſt and 
handſomeſt Prince in Europa, the Princeſs of 
Eboli lik'd him at firſt ſight, little thinking that 
the Queen was to prove fatal to all her De- 
ſigns. However ſhe did not entirely hinder this 
laſt, as ſhe had done the reſt. Don John was 
one of thoſe Men who are of ſo happy a Tem- 
per as to be ſenſible of Beauty, only in Proſpe& 
of the Pleaſure it may give them; and that of 
the Princeſs Eboli, which promis'd a great deal, 
touch'd at leaſt his Senſes, if it did not reach 
ure to his Heart, like that of the Queen. Be- 
des, he look'd on the Princeſs as a Perſon 
whoſe Advice might be of Service, in a ir 
where . 
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where every thing was new to him. He prevent- 
ed, by his earneſt Afiduities, the Marks of good 
Will which ſhe ſought to give him; and ap- 
pear'd tranſported with ſo much Joy at the firſt 
Signs he perceiv'd of it, that ſhe rightly judg'd 
he wou'd return greater with Ardor. Thus in 
a little time they form'd an Intimacy, which 
was ſo much the more agreeable, as the Heart 
was not enough concern'd to diſturb the Plea- 
ſures of it with the Jealouſies, and other uneaſy 
Niceties, which ſtrong Paſſions inſpire. 
DON FO AN living in this manner with 
the Princeſs of Eboli, he reſolv'd to open him- 
ſelf to her, as to what he knew of Dos Carlos's 
Paſſion. One may eaſily imagine with what 


Joy ſhe receiv'd the News. She was ſo full of 


it, that ſhe never reflected on the Intereſt that Don 
John took in the Heart of the Queen. She ad- 
vis'd him only to continue to obſerve every 
thing, becauſe, as circumſpect as People may be, 
it is impoſſible for them not to forget themſelves 
ſometimes, when they are really in Love. As 
ſhe did not examine the Intereſt he might have 
in this Affair, he never regarded the Earneſtnefs 
with which ſhe promis'd to purſue it. He fan- 
cy'd, without diving further into the Matter, 
that it was an Effect of the Complaiſance ſhe 
had for him, and of the ordinary Curioſity of 
her Sex. It is probable, that two Perſons of 
ſuch Penetration wou'd have ſoon diſcover'd, 


«what they were ſo much concern'd to know; 


had it not been for an Accident which broke 
all their Meaſures, by removing Don Carlos 
from Court, and which cannot be. well under- 
ſtood without taking Things pretty far back- 
Wards. 

AMONG 
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Amons the Reports that were ſpread in the 
World about the Emperor's (4) Retreat, the 
moſt ſurpriſing was, that the continual Inter- 
courſe he had with the Proteſtants of Germany 
had given him an Inclination for their Opinions; 
and that he hid himſelf in a Solitude, in order 
to be at Liberty to end his Days in Exerciſes of 
Piety conformable to his ſecret Diſpoſitions. It 
was ſaid, that he cou'd not forgive himſelf the 
ill Treatment he had ſhewn the brave Princes 
of that Party, whom the Fortune of War had 
put into his Power. Their Virtue, which in 
the midſt of their Calamities caſt a Shame on his 
Proſperity, had inſenſibly produc'd in his Mind 
a certain Eſteem for their Opinions. He dutſt 
no longer condemn a Religion, to which ſuch 
iltuſtrious Perſons made ai Glory of ſacrificin 
all that is moſt precious among Men. This 
ſteem appear d by his chuſing for his ſpiritual 
Guidance, a Set of Men who were every one 
ſuſpected of Hereſy ; as Dr. Cacalla his Preach- 
er, the Arch-Biſhop of Toledo, and eſpecially 
Conſtantime Ponce, Biſhop of Droſſa, his Di- 
reftor. It Nas alſo known afterwards, that the 
Cell in which he dy'd at the Monaſtery of St. 
Fuſtzs, was fill'd all round on the Side of the 
Wall wich Sentences written with his own 
Hand, concerning Juſtificatiun and Grace, not 
very different from the Do&rine of the Inno- 
vators. But nothing confirm'd this Opinion ſo 
much as his Will: There were no pious Lega- 
dies in it, no Religious Foundations; and the 
Manner of it was ſo different from thoſe of 
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hearty Catholicks, that the Spar; Inquiſition 
thought they had a Right to take notice of it. 


Vet they did not dare to make a Noiſe about it, 


till after the King's Arrival. But this. Prince 
having ſignaliz'd himſelf at his coming into 
Spain, by puniſhing all the Partizans of the new 

pinions, the Inquiſition grew bolder by his 
Example, and firſt attack'd the Arch-Biſhop of 


Toledo, next the Emperor's Preacher, and laſtly 


Conſtantine Ponce. The King having ſuffer'd 
them all three to be impriſon'd, the People 
look'd upon his Patience as the Maſter- piece of 
his Zeal for the true Religion: But the reſt of 
Europe cou d not ſee without Horror the Em- 
or Charles's Confeſſor, in whoſe Arms that 
rince expir'd, and who had as it were receiv'd 
ſo great a Soul into his Boſom, deliver'd over 
to the moſt cruel and infamous Torments by the 
Hands of the King his Son. In effect, as the 
Proceſs went on, the Inquiſition thought proper 
to accuſe theſe three Men of having a Hand in 
the Emperor's Will, and had the Daring to eon- 
demn them with the Will it ſelf to the Fire. 
The King was awaken'd at this Sentence, as by 
a Clap of Thunder. At firſt the Jealouſy he had 
of his Father's Glory, made him take a Pleaſure 
in ſeeing his Memory inſulted by this Affront; 
but having afterwards confider'd the Conſequen- 
ces of ſach an Attempt, he hindred the Execu- 
tion of it by the ſofteſt and moſt private Me- 
thods he cou'd chuſe; at once to ſave the Ho- 
nour of the holy Office, and to preſerve the 
Authority of their Tribunal unhurt. As for 


Don Carlos, upon the firſt News he heard of it, 


he treated the Affair with Raillery ; but ſeeing the 
Inquiſition purſue the Blow, he conceiv'd an 
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Indignation becoming what he ow'd the Empe- 
ror's Memory. To underſtand the Reaſon of 
the particular Intereſt he took in this Matter, it 
mulſt be remember'd, that the Emperor, who, 
among other heroick Qualities, poſſeſt in a ſu- 
preme Degree that of knowing Men, had form'd 
extraordinary Hopes of his Grand-Son. When 
he retir'd into Hain, he wou'd have him near 
his Perſon: And it was in this excellent School 
of Wiſdom and Magnanimity, that Don Carla 
became confirm'd in his natural Love of Glo- 
ry and heroick Virtue. The Deſire he had of 
worthily anſwering the Pains of his auguſt Pre- 
ceptor, had in ſome ſort ripen'd his Under- 
ſtanding beyond his Years, and made it produce 
Fruits not to be expected in ſuch a Seaſon. 
The Emperor knew how to manage the eager 
and fiery Diſpoſition of the Prince with ſo much 
Art and Gentleneſs, that he had viſibly carrected 
it in a very ſmall Time. But as it was to be 
fear'd, this extraordinary Ardor of Mind might 
take ſome unhappy Bent, if he attempted to ſup- 
preſs it entirely; he gave it all the Spring that 
was neceſſary, by turning it on the Side of Glo- 
ry, all the Charms of which this judicious Tu- 
tor may be ſaid to have reſign'd to the Violence 
of his Pupil's Deftres. 

Ir is eaſy to judge, that this Education had 
inſpir'd into Don Carlos a wonderful Affection 
for the Emperor, his Grandfather; and that it 
was attacking the Prince in the moſt ſenſible 
Place, to endeavour to blemiſh his Memory. 
Don Fohn and the Prince of Parma, who were 
alſo intereſted in the Honour of the illuſtrious 
Dead, were not leſs provok'd. All three 
blam'd the King's Weakneſs, who had not re- 
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fiſted the Inſolence of the Inquifitors as flercely 
as they cou'd have wiſh'd; and entertain'd ſuch 
a Contempt for him on this Account, as ended 
not but with their Lives. As they were too 
young to comprehend, that even the moſt abſo- 
Jute Kings have no Rights which are ſo ſacred 
in the Eyes of the People, as thoſe of Religion, 
they ſpoke publickly of this Act of the Inqui- 
ſition, with all the Pafſion that Perſens of their 
Quality -cou'd have on ſo juſt an Occaſion, and 
menac'd to exterminate the Holy Office with 
its Supports. The People, who came to the 
Knowledge of theſe Threatnings by the Arti- 
fice of the Inquiſitors, and who, ſince their E- 
ſtabliſhment, had never feen any thing like this, 
ſhew'd the utmoſt Reſentment. The King ſaw at 
firſt the Conſequences of their Indignation : But 
as he was inform'd the Princes forgot themſelves 
ſo far as to cenſure his own Conduct, he wou'd 
not ſpeak of this Matter to them himſelf, leſt 
he ſhou'd receive ſome diſreſpe&ful Anſwer. 
Rui Gomez, whom he charg*d with this Com- 
miſſion, acquitted himſelf of it with all the Vigor 
that the Importance of the Affair requir'd. Don 
John and the Prince of Parma, who were na- 
turally more Maſters of themſelves than Dor» 
Carlos was, yielded to his Remonſtrances. As 
Ambition was their predominant Paſſion, they 
ſhew'd all the Grief imaginable for having put 
ſo conſiderable an Obſtacle to their Fortunes, 
as drawing upon themſelves the Odium of the 
Taquiſitors, and of the People who were led by 
them. The Prince, on the contrary, whoſe na- 
tural Temper was irritated by Difficulties, cou'd 
never conceive that he was in the wrong. In 
the mean Time Dr. Cacalla was burnt alive, to- 
gethes 
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ether with an Image repreſenting Coxſtantine 

once, Who dy'd ſome Days before in the Pri- 
ſon. The King was forc'd to ſuffer this Execu- 
tion, to oblige the Holy Office to conſent that 
the Archbiſhop of Toledo might appeal to Rome, 
and not to ſpeak any more of the Emperor's 
Will. — 

THIS Accommodation appeas'd Don Carlos, 
but did not appeaſe the Inquiſitors. As this Set 
of Men never forgive, they excited ſuch loud 
Murmurs among the Populace, that what Care 
ſoever the King took to the contrary, he cou'd 
not quiet the Noiſe, but by ſending the Princes 
for ſome Time out of the Way. The Univerſity 
of Alcala was then in its greateſt Splendor, 
and all the conſiderable Perſons who went to 
Spain viſited it. The King pretended that the 
e had the ſame Curioſity, and haſten'd their 
Journey thither under Pretext, that the Prince 
of Parma was ſhortly to depart, under the Con- 
duct of Count Egmond, in order to be marry'd 
in Flandern. When Don Carlos underſtood this 
Reſolution, and ſaw he mult quit the Queen, 
he begun to perceive the Abyſs which was be- 
fore him ; and the Intereſt of his Love drew 
that Repentance for his Conduct from his Soul, 
which the Regard of his Safety and his Gran- 
deur cou'd never have done. The King who 
cou'd not live without Rui Gomez, oblig'd the 
Count of Egmond to ſupply the Place of this 
Favourite with the Princes during the Journey 
to Alcala. This Count was one of the moſt 
accompliſh'd Captains of the Age. He was co- 
ver'd with the Laurels he had acquir'd in the laſt 
War, at the Battles of St. Quintin and Grave- 
lines; and of all the 8 Men, which the School 
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of Charles the Fifth had form'd, none had a greater 
Share in the Emperor's Eſteem. The Dutcheſs 
of Parma foreſaw the Storm, that was ſince 
rais'd in the Provinces which the King her Bro- 
ther had entruſted to her Government. She 
thought it proper to repreſent to him the In- 
conveniencies that were to be apprehended from 
the Innovations he was deſirous to introduce 
there. His Commiſſion requir'd a Man of the 
Quality and Profeſſion of Count Egmond, who 


was accuſtom'd to ſpeak to Princes with that 


noble Liberty which is ſo uſeful to them, and 
of which ſo few are capable. Don Carlos, who 
naturally loy'd extraordinary Men, prevail'd on 
the Prince during their Journey to give a Rela- 
tion of the laſt Battle where he had commanded. 
The Count being charm'd with his Curioſity, 
ſatisfy'd it fully: And Don Carlos ſhew'd an 
extreme Impatience to ſee himſelf in a Condi- 
tion of acting things like thoſe he had heard. He 
aſſur'd the Count, that if the Troubles of Flan- 
ders came to an open War, as the Governante 
ſcem'd to apprehend, nothing ſhou'd hinder him 
from going to thoſe Provinces, that he might 
learn. the Art of War under him. 

THe Journey of the Princes was not long. 
The City of Alcala preſented to Don Carlos a 
Horſe of great Price, but as furious as he was 
fine. The Prince wanted to ſee him manag'd, 


but was not pleas'd with any of thoſe that went 


about it, and wou'd needs mount him himſelf. 
This Horſe, who was already in a Chafe, flew 
into a Rage after the Prince had exercis'd him a 
little, and ran away ſo violently, that Don Car- 
los thought it beſt to throw himſelf off; but he 
did it ſo unhappily, that he remain'd for Dead 
ee on 
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on the Place: And tho' he came to himſelf 
ſome Hours after, yet when the Surgeons ex- 
amin'd a Wound he had receiv'd in his Head, 
they deſpair'd of his Life. In this Extremity 
he ſent the Marqueſs of Poſa, his Favourite, to 
carry his laſt Farewell to the Queen. The 
Princeſs of Eboli waited on her Majeſty at the 
firſt Noiſe of this Accident, to obſerve in what 
Manner ſhe receiv'd it. The Queen's Diſſimu- 
lation, who was not prepar'd for ſo ſevere a 
Tryal, fail'd her on thefe News: And tho? her 
Mouth, accuſtom'd to ſpeak little, did not per- 
mit her Grief to declare itſelf by Complaints, 
yet her Silence and her Amazement declar'd ic 
more than all the Words in the World cou'd 
have done. Nevertheleſs, as great as her Aft- 
fliction might appear to be, there had always 
been obſerv'd ſo much Friendſhip between her 
and Don Carlos, that no Body was ſurpris'd at 
it: But the Princeſs of Eboli, who underſtood 
nothing but Love, cou'd not conceive that the 
Queen's Deſpair was an Effe& of Friendſhip 
alone. The People in the mean while, being 
inſpir'd by the Inquiſitors, ſhew'd no Concern 
for this Misfortune. They conſider'd it, on the 
contrary, as a manifeſt Puniſhment from Heaven 
of Don Carlos Impiety. The Queen, who 
thought ſhe had nothing further to manage; 
| cou'd not deny herſelf the ſad Conſolation of 
letting the Prince know, in what a wretched . 
Condition he left her. She wrote to him there- 
fore all the tender and moving Things which 
Friendſhip and Deſpair cou'd ſuggeſt, and ſent 
back the Marquiſs of Poſa with Orders to bring 
the Letter to her again immediately, if Don Car- 
let ſhou'd happen to be dead, before he reach'd 
Alcala. Q 3 Tris 
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THIS Letter fill'd the Prince's Soul with ſuch 
an extraordinary Joy, that it reſtor'd him to Life. 
As foon as he was out of Danger, the King 
caus'd him to be brought to Madrid, ſuppoſing 
the Animoſity of the People might be appeas'd 
by this cruel Adventure. The firſt time the 


Queen ſaw Don Carlos, ſhe ask'd him for her 


Letter; but whatever Endeavours ſhe us'd to get 
it again, the Prince, to whom this Mark of her 
Affection was dearer than the Life it gave him, 
wou'd never part with it; little thinking that this 
very Letter ſhou'd one Day diſpoſe of his Life. 

HE found the Queen with Child at his return, 
This incens'd him to ſuch a Degree, and his 
Complaints about it were ſo extravagant and 
unreaſonable, that any other but her ſelf wou'd 
have thought him diſtracted. While he was un- 
der Cure, ſhe was brought to Bed of the illu- 
{trious Arch-Dutcheſs of Flanders, who inheri- 
ted her Beauty and her Wit, no leſs than her 
Name. Not long after, ſhe fell dangerouſly III 
of the Small-Pox; but the Prayers of her Sub- 
jects were ſo prevailing, that ſhe recover'd not 
only with more Health, but even with more 
Beauty than (a) before. Don Carlos had ſcarce- 
ly time to wiſh her Joy of it, when ſhe was ob- 
lig'd to depart for Bayoune, whither the Court 
of France was advanc'd to receive her; and 
where the Charms of her Converſation, and the 
Wiſdom of her Conduct produc'd no leſs Ad- 


miration in all Mens Minds, than her Beauty | 


caus'd Diſorder in their Hearts. Don Carlos ſaw 
with all the Vexation imaginable theſe various 


— 


(a) Brantome, in his Diſcourſe upon this Queen. 


Ob- 
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Obſtacles, which Fortune produc'd one after a- 
nother, to interrupt his Intimacy with the Queen; 
ſince this laſt Journey, after which he thought 
he had nothing to fear, involv'd them in an Af- 
fair, which diſturb'd the Pleaſure of their Lives, 
by Impediments which never ceas'd. 

(a) THE Queen of Navarre, Jane d'Albret, 
Widow to oy Anthony, had ſome time before 
declar'd her ſelf of the new Religion; and go- 
vern'd her Subjects with a Piety which was an 
Example to all of her Se&, and with ſuch Ju- 
ſtice, that perhaps the like was never known in 
the Court of any King. Her Son, whom ſhe e- 
ducated in the ſame Perſuaſion, was from that 
time look'd upon by. the Proteſtants of France 
as their Protector. The Spaniards in the mean 
while conſidering the Pretenſions of this Houſe 
upon the higher Navarre were fallen into the. 

nds of this Youth, who was brought up inan- 
bereditary Averſion to them, imbitter'd alſo by 
the Difference of Religions, and ſupported by ſo. 
formidable a Party as the Haxgonots then 
were, in order to rid themſelves of all thoſe 
Fears, reſolv'd to ſeize upon this young Prince, 
the Queen his Mother, and the Princeſs his Si- 
ſter, in the Midſt of their Territories, and tranſ- 
port them to Spain, and deliver them into the 
Hands of the Inquiſition. The Heads of the Ca- 
tholick Party in France, who had an Under- 
ſtanding with the Duke of Alba, that they might, 
deprive the Hagonot Party of ſo ſtrong a Sup- 
port as that of this Family, gladly engag'd to- 
contribute whatever was in their Power, to 
make this Enterpriſe ſucceed. 


2 — — 


(a) Monſieur de Thou. | 
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A famous Ruffian, call'd Captain Dominic, 
a Native of Bearn, was commiſſion'd to exe- 
cute this Project, on account of the perfect 
Knowledge he had of the Country, A Detach- 
ment of the Troops, which were then waiting 
at Barcelona for a fair Wind to paſs over to 


Barbary, were to advance as far as Tarragona, 


from which City it was eaſy for a conſiderable 
Body of Horſe to march ſecretly through the 
Mountains, and ſurpriſe the Queen with her 
Children at Pax in Bearz, where they made 
their Reſidence, and where they had ſcarcely a- 
ny other Guard than the Hearts of their Sub- 
jects. But the great Things which Deſtiny 
ordain'd for this young (a) Prince, render'd' 
vain ſo well concerted an Attempt. He was 
reſerv'd to be one Day the Reſtorer of France, 
and the Terror of Spain. A little while before 
the 2 to Bayonne Captain Dominic aſſiſted 
by tome french Governors on the Frontiers, 
who depended on thoſe by whom he was em- 
ploy'd, had diſpos'd every thing neceſlary for ex- 
ecuting his Deſign; after which he went into 
2 to receive Orders from the Duke of Alba 
or cauſing the Troops that were appointed to 
effect it, to advance, The Duke, who was 
then at Alla, having conferr'd with him, ſent 
him to the King who held an Aſſembly of the 


States at Mouſon. In going thither the Captain 


fell dangerouſly ill, and was forc'd to ſtop at 
Maarid, through which he was oblig'd to pals. 
During his Sickneſs he was ſupply'd with every 


Thing by a Freuch Man of the ſame Country 


— 
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(a) Afterwards Henry the Fourth, | 
| 5 with 
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with himſelf, and who was one of the Queen's 
Domeſticks. Not knowing how to ſhew his 
Gratitude ſufficiently, it eſcap'd him one Day 
to ſay, that his Life was of greater Importance 
than it ſeem'd, and that the Care he had taken 
about him ſhou'd be one Day magnificently re- 
warded. Theſe Words were pronounc'd with 
ſuch an Air, as made it judg'd that they had 
ſome extraordinary Foundation ; and they rais'd 
a Curioſity in his F riend, to penetrate into the 
Myſtery they might contain. The Captain 
cou'd refuſe nothing to a Man, to whom he be- 
liev'd he ow'd his Life; and whether it were, 
that the Fear of Death had inſpir'd him with 
ſome Remorſe for his Crime, or his Diſtemper 
had diſorder'd his Head, he paid him for the Ser- 
vices he had done him, with this invaluable Secret. 
That very ſame Day his Friend gave an Account 
of the Matter to the Queen his Miſtreſs, who 
was at Madrid, and who liv'd in the ſtricteſt 
Friendſhip with the Queen of Navarre. At the 
Recital of this horrible Conſpiracy, ſhe cou'd 
not refrain from Tears; and while the Captain 
was under Cure, or buſy in regulating his Mea- 
ſures with the King, ſhe ſent Notice of it to 
Bearn, and to Bourdeaux, where the Queen her 
Mother then was. The Buſineſs being thus diſ- 
concerted, the Queen, who was conducted by the 
Duke of Alba, went to join the Court of 
France at Bayonne. That Court was divided 
into two Factions, who tated each other almoſt 
as much as both of them did the Hugonots their 
common Enemies. Tho' they were both Ca- 
tholicks, yet one of them wou'd particularly en- 
groſs that Title to it ſelf. It was that of which 
the Duke of Alba's ea the firſt gd 
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of the Conſpiracy of Bearn, were the Chiefs. 
As they were already laying the Foundations of 
the League, which appear'd ten Years after- 
wards, they were cloſely united with the Spa- 
»iards, But it was not ſo with the other f a- 
Etion, which was that of the =ing, and of which 
the Queen Mother, Katharine de Medicis, was 
the Head. Independance was the ſole End of 
this Woman's Conduct. She knew that all 
ſtrict Ties between the French and the Spaniards, 
were fo many Links of Slavery; and therefore 
ſhe plac'd no more Confidence in the King her 
Son-in-Law, or his Miniſters, than what De- 
Corum _—__ her to do. Yet as reſerv'd as ſhe 
was, the Duke of Alba's Accomplices, who had 
a familiar Intelligence with her on account of o- 
ther Intrigues, employ'd fo many Machines at 
this Interview of Bayonne, and planted ſo many 
Spies about her, that at laſt they diſcover'd it 
was the __ of Spain who had ruin'd their 
Defign. But they cou'd never conceive how 
this Thing came to her Knowledge. The Duke 
of Alba cou'd not be perſuaded, that a young 
Woman was capable of ſo bold and artful a 
Step. He had always ſuſpected the Intimacy 
between her and Don Carlos, becauſe he knew 
the Prince hated him naturally. He concluded 
that ſhe had done nothing but in concert with 
him: And as there is hardly any Pain ſo ſenſible, 
as that of having committed a great Crime in 
vain, he took ſo ſtrong a Reſolution of being re- 
veng'd on them, that he at laſt accompliſh'd it. 
Don Carlos however knew nothing of this Con- 
ſpiracy before the Journey to Bayonne; but, at- 
ter the Thing came to be divulg'd, the Queen 
own'd the Truth of it to him. The Prince be- 
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ing ſtruck with the Horror of ſuch an Underta- 
king, cou'd not forbear ſaying in the Preſence 
of Don Fohn and the Princeſs of Eboli, that he 
wou'd one Day ſeverely puniſh thoſe, who gave 
the King ſuch infamous (a) Counſels. he 
Duke of Alba was known by all the World for 
the Author of the Plot, and the King did no- 
thing without the Advice of Rui Gomez, ſo that 
theſe Menaces cou'd only regard theſe two Mi- 
niſters; and the Princeſs of Eboli having told 
the Matter to her Husband, this Favourite 
thought it high time to fortify himſelf againſt the 
Authority, which the Prince's Age began to 
give him. 

Theſe two Miniſters ſhar'd the Favour of the 
Court equally; only with this Difference, that 
one might ſay the Duke of Alba was Favourite 
to the King, and Rx: Gomez Favourite to Phi- 
lip. This Concurrence had ſometimes ſet them 
at odds, but their common Intereſt united them 
on this Occaſion. The Dukeof Alba, who go- 
vern'd all that concern'd the Army abſolutely, 
knowing the Prince's martial Inclination, was 
afraid he might diminiſh his Authority at the firſt 
Opportunity which happen'd for a War, and might 
deſire to have the Management of it himſelf. 
He was perſuaded alſo that Don Carlos wou'd 
never forgive him a thing which paſt between 
them ſome Years before. 

Tre 7 Lone (5) aſſembled the States of 

Arragon, to have his Son acknowledeg'd there in 
the Quality of lawful Succeſſor of Spain, with 
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| (a) Mayenne Turquet, in his Hiſtory of Spain, 
(5) Cabrera, in hi; Hiſtory of Philip II. FR 
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all its Dependencies. In this Ceremony the 
Turn being come for the Duke of Alla to ſwear 
Fealty, the Herald call'd upon him three times 
to no Purpoſe. The Moment after, he pre- 
ſented himſelf out of his Rank to diſcharge his 
Duty, and Don Carlos puſh'd him back with Re- 
ſentment : But the Duke having excus'd himſelf 
by reaſon of the extraordinary Occupations 
which his Employment of Great Maſter of the 
Houſhold had of Neceſſity occation'd him that 
Day, the King oblig'd the Prince to receive his 
Submiflion. As for Rar Gomez, ſince he ab- 
ſolutely .diſpos'd of all Affairs relating to Ju- 
ſtice and the Finances, he was afraid, that the 
Prince, who naturally lov'd to give, ſhou'd af- 
fect for the future to beſtow Favours him- 
ſelf, and thereby leave others only the Merit of 
executing his Commands. He had been Go- 
vernor to Don Carlos, and cou'd not ſatisfy the 
King, to whom he was wholly devoted, but 
by treating the Prince with the ſame Rigor with 
which the King treated him himſelf. As this 
auſtere Conduct was the true Origine of the 
Antipathy Don Carlos had for his Father, it is 
neceſſary to relate ſome Examples of it, tho” 
fomewhat low perhaps and childiſh. Don Car- 
los (a) having ſcarcely attain'd the Age of Rea- 
ſon, the Queen of Bohemia his Aunt, who liv'd 
then in Spain, made one of his Pages, whom he 
beſt lov'd, to be chaſtis'd for a very trivial 
Fault. As the Prince was even then violent in 
his Paſſions, . he complain'd of this Matter to her 
with a good deal of Sharpneſs; and this Princeſs 
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(a) Hugo Bloſius, a Flemiſh Lawyer, in his Acroma. 
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having threatned him with a Whipping if he did 
not hold his Tongue; Don Carlos, who cou'd 
not be more ſenſibly affronted than in being 
treated as a Child, was ſo inrag'd at this Me- 
nace that he gave her a Box on the Ear. As 
ſoon as ſhe left him he reflected on what he 
had done, and was extremely diſturb'd about it, 
when the Steward of his Houſhold came to 
him all in Tears. Don Carlos, who, even at 
that Age, ſuſpected all extraordinary Objects, 
demanded the occaſion of his Tears ; and was 
anſwer'd, that his Father had been inform'd of 
his Crime, and had condemn'd him to die. 
They who were preſent remark'd, that he re- 
ceiv'd this News with Surpriſe, yet without 
any other Mark of Fear than only asking whe- 
ther he could not have a Pardon. Some went 
to beg it, and came back immediately to tell 
him it was obtain'd; but on condition he ſhou'd 
loſe the Hand with which he {truck the Queen. 
Upon which he bluntly cry'd out, It will be 4 
fine ſight to ſee a Left-handed King. They re- 
— to him, that he ought to think 
himſelf happy in * off ſo; but one of the 
Company having repreſented to him in private, 
that if he ſubmitted to ſome Puniſhment, his 
Father might be touch'd with Compaſſion, he 
was pleas'd with this Advice; and ſent to 
of Cardinal Spinoſa to come and whip him, 
which he wou'd never have otherwiſe agreed 
to. | 
SOME Years after, upon recovering from a 
Sickneſs under which he labour'd, the King 
taking him aſide to give him a ſevere Repri- 
mand; Don Carlos, who thought himſelf blam'd 
unjuſtly, 
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unjuſtly, was ſo violently (2) concern'd at 
what his Father ſaid to him, that he relaps'd 
into his Fever that very Moment. So harſh an 
Education had accuſtom'd the Prince to ſee all 
his Sentiments and Inclinations contradicted. 
As he was of a Humour quite different from 
that of his Father, he did nat commonly be- 
have himſelf in ſuch a manner as the King cou'd 
have wiſh'd, which was the reaſon that Nui 
Gomez had often apply'd to have him taken 
from under his Care. He was afraid leſt the 
King, after the general Cuſtom of Fathers, 
ſhou'd at laſt come to lay to his Charge the 
ſmall Satisfaction he had in his Son. But this 
Favourite was not aware, that Perſons of his 
Maſter's T'emper, who have a high Opinion of 
their own Penetration, and value themſelves 
on their Conſtancy, wou'd ſooner condemn 
their Children a thouſand times, than blame a 
Tutor of their own chufing; and are leſs afraid 
of appearing unhappy in their Family, than 
miſtaken in their Judgment. Rui Gomez, per- 


ceiving the King's Obſtinacy to continue him in 


this Charge, had treated Dox Carlos with all the 
Rigour imaginable, as if this were the way to 
juſtify himſelf in relation to the ill Conduct of 
the young Prince. And therefore he judg'd 
very rightly, that he had every thing to appre- 
hend from the Reſentments of his Diſciple; 
and being alſo ſolicited by his Wife, who, un- 
der Pretence of conſulting her Husband's Secu- 
rity, reveng'd her lighted Favours, he made all 


— 


(a) Dichos}y Echos de Philippe II. 
e poſſible 
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poſſible Advances to oblige the Duke of Aiba 
to enter into a ſtrict Combination with him a- 
ainſt Don Carlos; and inform'd the Duke of 
is Menaces. How hearty ſoever the Princeſs 
of Eboli appear'd in this Affair, yet her Husband, 
who ſuſpected all her Application, did not think 
fit to commit the Secret of it to her. Neither 
did ſhe on her part acquaint him with all that 
ſhe imagin'd ſhe knew of the Intimacy between 
Don Carlos and the Queen. But Rui Gomex, 
who had a piercing Genius, reflecting by 
himſelf on what ſhe had told him of it, quickly 
divin'd the reſt. Under what Idea ſoever he 
repreſented this Intimacy to himſelf, he cou'd 
form no Notion of it, in which Love had not 
a Part. A thouſand things which he had not 
heeded when they were tranſacted, occurr'd to 
his Memory. He then remember'd to have 
remark*d, that whenever the Queen was ſpoken 
of in Don Carlos's Preſence, the Prince look'd 
at thoſe who ſpoke, as if he fear'd they had 
been obſerving him all the time, and that what 
they ſaid of her was only to try him. On other 
Occaſions, when the whole Company ſeem'd 
to outyie each other who ſhou'd praiſe the 
Queen moſt, Don Carlos did not praiſe her 
equally in his turn. Yet whenever he was un- 
der a Neceſſity to ſpeak of her, he was always 
afraid to ſay too little: And his Mouth, which 
was not accuſtom'd to diſguiſe the Sentiments 
of his Heart, very ill perform'd an Office to 
which it was not us'd. Rui Gomez confider'd 
farther, that tho* the Prince ſhew*d no regard 
for any Women, he appear'd before the Queen 
with a Sweetneſs and Complaiſance that never 
fail'd him at ſuch a time, and made — — 
| ectly 
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fectly another Man to ſuch as underſtood his 
Temper. In a word, it was no difficult thi 

to believe, that the ſurpriſing Beauty of this 
Princeſs, from which the molt infenfible were 
forc'd to turn away their Eyes, and againſt 
which the wiſeſt of the old Courtiers had much 
to do to defend their Reaſon, ſhou'd make upon 
a young Prince's Heart, who ſaw her familiarly 
every Day, the ſame Impreſſions ſhe had made 
on all others. Rui Gomez, was confirm'd in 
this Opinion, by communicating it to the Duke 
of Alba, from whom he fancy'd he ovght not 
to conceal it. As it commonly happens, that 
when one has diſcover'd ſome part of a ſecret 
Affair, the deſire of knowing the reſt inſtigates 
a Man to gueſs at it, _ both begun to ſuſpect 
that the Queen anſwer'd the Paſſion of Don 
Carlos, and for ſome Moments they had the Joy 
of having in their Hands, the infallible Means 
of being aveng'd on the Prince, by diſcovering 
his Amour to his Father. But coming after- 
wards to reflect on the jealous Humour of the 
King, they conſider'd the ſtrange Extremities to 


which he wou'd be probably carry'd, and which 
ſtruck them with Horror. How formidable an 


Enemy ſoever they had in the Perſon of Don 
Carlos, they did not dream of attacking his Life, 
nor did they think themſelves capable of ever 
doing ſo. No one becomes wicked at once. 
It does not belong to all forts of Minds to re- 
ſolve upon a great Villany the firſt time it en- 
ters their Thoughts; nor do Men arrive at 
Vice, :no more than at Virtue, but by De- 
grees. 

THESE two Miniſters were afraid, above 


all things, the Queen ſhou'd ſo prepoſſeſs the 


King's 
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King's Mind about the Affair of Bearn; that 
he wou'd not afterwards believe the Truth. 
They judg'd that in the Uneaſineſs the + 4 
was under, to know how this Enterpriſe 
was diſcover'd, he wou'd embrace the 
firſt Account that ſhou'd be given him of it. 
This Prince being irritated at the ill Succeſs, 
 look'd no longer on the Duke of Alba with fo 
favourable an Eye as before; and perhaps was: 
meditating in his Heart how to diſown him 
openly, in order to clear himſelf from the Blame 
of this Conſpiracy. To ward off this Stroke, 
they were under a Neceſſity of diſcovering the 
Truth to him. But ſince the Deſign of this 
Diſcovery was to let the King ſee it was not 
the Duke of Alba's Fault that the Affair had 
miſcarry*d, the Duke thought it was not pro- 
per for himſelf to ſpeak to him. Gui Romez 
was little leſs ſuſpected on the ſame Score; 
for he had almoſt as great a Share in it as the 
other. They were of Opinion therefore that 
ſome third Perſon muſt be found to render 
them this good Office; and none ſeeming ſo 
fit as the Secretary of State Antonio Perez, they 
reſolv'd to ingage him in their Confidence. 
This Man, who had no particular Intereſt to 
hurt the Prince or the Queen, ſeem'd difficult 
to be gain'd. , Rui Gomez however, preſuming 
on his own Addreſs, undertook. to bring the 
matter about; and the thing was much eaſier for 
him than he imagin'd... Perez was paſſionately 
in love with the Princeſs of Eboli, and till that 
time cou'd obtain nothing of her. He imme- 
diately ask'd, whether ſhe was in the Secret ? 
And having underſtood that ſhe was not, he 
engag'd in all the Forms that were neceſſary, 
to 


4% Dox CarLos. 


to do every thing that was requir'd of him; 
This dextrous Lover knew the Princeſs's Cu- 
rioſity. He made no doubt but ſhe wou'd be 
inrag'd, that a Cabal of this Conſequence was 
conceal'd from her; and that ſhe wou'd be ca- 
pable of every thing, to ſhew her Gratitude to- 
the Perſon who ſhou'd let her into it. Rui Gomez 


went directly to the Duke of Alba, to give him 
an Account of his Negotiation; being very 


proud to have ſucceeded in it, and the moſt ſa- 
tisfy'd Man in the World to have given his 


Wife's Lover the infallible Means of corrupt- 


ing her; and Perez knew ſo well to raiſe the 
Value of his Secret to this Beauty, that he made 
her purchaſe it at as dear a Price as he pleas'd. 
IN the mean time the Queen, who prov'd 
with Child at her return from Bayonne, was 
brought to Bed of the Infanta Catherine-M:- 
chael her ſecond 8 who was afterwards 
Dutcheſs of Savoy. The Miniſters, who knew 
the Power that the Beauty of the Queen gave 


her over the Mind of her Husband, thought 


it 8 to take this time of her Lying - in to 
zuitify the Duke of Alla; that the King 
might have leiſure to form a Reſolution upon 
what they were going to diſcover to him, be- 
fore he cou'd ſee the Queen in private. The 
Care of Foreign Affairs, which was entruſted 
to Perez, gave him frequent Occaſion of diſ- 
courſing with the King alone. Two Days af- 
ter, he contriv'd an Occaſion to ſpeak of the 
Conſpiracy of Bears, it being known that the 
Queen of Fraxce expreſs'd the higheſt Reſent- 
ment at it, and that in revenge ſhe favour'd the 
Seditious in Flanders, who were in favour with 
the People. At the very firft he confeſs'd 5 

the 
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the King, that he had long heſitated to diſcover 
to him what he knew concerning the ill Succeſs 
of that Enterprize, under what Obligation ſoe- 
ver helay to reveal it: But that afterhaving well 
conſider'd it, he was convinc'd he cou'd not 
continue Silent, without a Crime; He then 
made an exact Relation of what the Duke of 
Albahad learnt at Bayonne, concerning the way 
in which it had been unravel'd; to which he ad- 
ded Don Carlos's Diſcourſe on the ſame Affair, 
in the Preſence of Dox John and the Princeſs of 
Eboli, againſt ſuch as had born any Share in it: 
And concluded with begging the King to Par- 
don him, for having made a Secret till then of 
thoſe Things which cou'd not be told him, with- 
out offending in ſome ſort the two Perſons in 
the World, who, next to his Majeſty, ought to 
be the moſt ſacred to his Subjects. | 
Tr1s Diſcourſe threw the King's Mind inte 
the utmoſt Uneaſineſs. Tho? he had hitherto ſuſ- 
pected the Queen of nothing, his Love made him 
think it ſtrange, there ſhou'd be ſuch an Union 
of Sentiments about this Affair between her and 
Don Carlos; and being wholly poſſeſs'd with 
this firſt Emotion of Jealouſy, he regarded with 
Indifference the Attempt they made on his Au- 
thority; and the Care of his Grandeur, which 
on other Occaſions was ſo natural to him, yield- 
ed for this once to a Conſideration more ſenſible 
and delicate. He then firſt took Notice of 
his Son's Aſſiduity about his Wife, and reflect- 
ed that they had been long deſign'd for each 0- 
ther. But he quickly came to himſelf, and con- 
ſidering the Queen's Virtue and Courage, en- 
tirely condemn'd ſuch weak Suſpicions. She 
had already given other Marks of the Love _ 
retain” 
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retain'd for her Country. For ſome Time be- 
fore, the Difference of Precedence between the 
two Crowns having been decided at Rome in 
Favour of France, ſhe cou'd not ſo well diſſem- 
ble her Joy, but ſome Signs of it eſcap'd her. Her 
chief Lady of Honour endeavour'd to perſuade 
her, that ſhe ought to be concern'd rather at the 
Diſpleaſure her Husband muſt receive on this 
Occaſion: But the Queen made Anſwer, that 
as ſhe did not think ſtrange of the King's Diſ- 

leaſure, he ought not to think ſtrange of her 
157 and that for her part, ſhe was (a) glad all 
the World ſhou'd know, that the Family of 
which ſhe was deſcended, was better than that 
into which ſhe enter'd. Having weigh'd this 
Diſcourſe, the King became fully perſuaded that 
what ſhe had done againſt the ae of 
Bearn, proceeded from the ſame Principle of Af- 
fection for her Relations; and conſider'd the 
Horror Don Carlos had ſhewn at it, even be- 
Ton the Queen, as the Generoſity of a young 

an. However, tho' he reſolv'd to be ver 

eaſy concerning this Point, he reſolv'd likewiſe 
to have their Intimacies more narrowly obſerv'd 
for the future: And imagin'd no other Jealouſy 
was mixt in this Reſolution, but the Jealouſy he 
ought to have of his Authority. He made great 
Changes in the moſt conſiderable Poſts of the 
Court, in order that the principal in the Queen's 
Family might fall to the Share of the Princeſs of 
Eboli, without his ſeeming to deſign this Choice. 
The Familiarity which this Woman had kept 
up with Don Carlos, ever ſince her Husband was 
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his Governor, render'd her more proper than a- 
ny other to penetrate into his Secrets. This 
Conſideration, join'd to the Circumſtance of her 
having already told the Menaces he us'd in her 
Preſence, contributed as much as the Favour of 
Rui Gomez to make the King pitch on her for 
this Employment. Don Carlos, who ſtill be- 
liev'd himſelf belov'd by her after what had paſt, 
between them, took no Umbrage at this new 
Regulation; but the Queen, who knew her 
Husband had too many Friends in France, to be 
ignorant of what ſhe had done, was not blinded 
by theſe Alterations. * She immediately gueſs'd 
at the Reaſon of them; and as Don Carlos ſtrove 
to ſatisfy her, by anſwering for the Princeſs of 
Eboli, the Queen preſt him to tell her whence 
roceeded the great Confidence he had in' that 
oman, and he cou'd never get the better of 

his Modeſty, ſo far as to anſwer her that Que- 
ſtion. He was convinc'd he was deceiv'd in her, 
when he ſaw with what Diligence the Princeſs 
of Eboli obſery'd them both. As he did not 
dare to ſhew the Uneaſineſs he was in at her 
Preſence, ſhe took an inexpreflible Pleaſure in 
putting him to Pain. She pretended more Friend- 
ſhip for him than ever; and never fail'd to at- 
tend the Queen when he was there, and wou'd 
fain make it ſeem tt was he that brought her thi- 
ther. But tho' this Woman's Vigilance was ex- 
treme, the Queen and Don Carlos found in a 
little while an Opportunity of being alone toge- 
ther. The King, whoſe Heart. was ſet upon fi- 
niſhing his Eicurial, as may eaſily be imagin'd 
by the extravagant Expence he laid out upon it, 
invited the Queen to go and ſee the ſtately Fa- 
brick he was erecting there, as an eternal Mo- 
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nument of the Victory of St. Oxintin. What- 


ever renew'd in the Soul of this Princeſs the 
Remembrance of a Battle which had been the 
original Cauſe of the Misfortunes of her Life, 
cou'd pleaſe her very little; nevertheleſs ſhe 
look'd on the Preparations which were making 
to immortalize the Memory of that fatal Day 
withall the Gayety and Attention the King cou d 
deſire of her, or that he had himſelf. It was in 
this Place that the Princeſs of Eboli left the 
Queen and the Prince alone with the King, and 
that the King having left them to give Orders to 
his Archite&s, Dox Carlos, who cou'd live no 
longer in ſach Conſtraint, took this time tocon- 
jure the Queen to furniſh him with ſome certain 
means of diſcourfing with her in private, when 
their common Intereſt requir'd it. He preſt her 
about it in ſo tender a Manner, that ſhe imme- 
diately agreed to it, being ſeduc'd by the Deſpair 
of this unhappy Prince. They apply'd them- 


(elves then to contrive the Ways; But they ap- 


pear'd all ſo dangerous to the Queen, that ſhe 
reſolv'd to make ufe of none of them, how ea- 
ly ſoever Don Carlos endeavour'd to repreſent 
them. 

THiNGs were in this Condition when the 
Marqueſs of Bergh and the Baron of Montigni, 
the Deputies of Flanders, arriv'd at Court. As 
their Commiſſion was of a very dangerous Na- 
ture, they grounded their Hopes on the Fame 
of the Prince*s Generoſity, and the inborn Good- 
neſs of the Queen. It was enough to be Un- 
happy, to obtain the Protection of this Princeſs ; 
and to be Virtuous, to merit the Friendſhip of 
Don Carlos. The Deputies repreſented tothem 
the deplorable State of the Nobility of "Og; 

| | nce 
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Ance the ill Offices the Cardinal of Granvelle, 
Prime Miniſter to the Governante, had done 
them with the King. They e their Fi- 
delity and Innocence during the paſt Commoti- 
ons; and beſought the Prince in particular not 
to abandon ſo many brave Servants of the Em- 
peror his Grand-father, and the fitteſt Objects 
of his Compaſſion, to the violent and precipi- 
tate Counſels, with which a Jealouſie of their 
Virtue, and Envy at their HonGur inſpir'd the 
Duke of Alba: aſſuring him alſo that the Re- 
nown of his Courage was the only Conſolation 
they had in their Misfortune. Don Carlos, whoſe 
natural Inclination for War had been hitherto 
ſuſpended by the Violence of his Love, was 
ſtruck with a generous Shame by this Diſcourſe, 
at not having exerted himſelf in any glorious 
Action. He was animated yet farther by the 
Letters of Count K N vrhich the Deputies 
deliver'd to him. This Gount challeng'd the 
Prince to keep the Promiſe he had formerly gi- 
ven him, to come into Flanders as ſoon as the 
War ſhou'd be kindled there; and repreſented 
the Affairs of thoſe Provinces in ſo favourable a 
Condition for Don Carlos, that the Prince re- 
ſolv'd to get the Government of them granted 
him. He hop'd to put himſelf ſoon in a Condi- 
tion there, of undertaking all that his Valour 
and Ambition ſhou'd ſuggeſt, after he had ap- 
peas'd the Diſorders by his Preſence. He had 
ſcarcely form'd this Reſolution, when the Idea 
of the Queen preſented its ſelf to his Imaginati- 
on more beautiful and touching than ever, and 
made him queſtion whether he ſhou'd have the 
Power to leave her. But reflecting ſerioufly on 
the Situation of his Affairs, he found that all 
_ | Things 
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Things ought to confirm him in his firſt Thought. 


At the beginning of their Intimacy, the extreme 


Youth of this Princeſs wou'd not let her conceal 
from Don Carles the Eſteem and Pity ſhe had for 


him: But afterwards, Time having render'd her 


more knowing, ſhe conſider'd that the Marks of 
Affection ſhe gave him, as Innocent as they 


were, wou'd only ſerve to feed his Love. She 


repreſented to him on all Occaſions the Conſe- 
quences of this Paſſion, and the Misfortunes to 
which it expos'd them. As inflam'd with it as 
he was, he cou'd not help owning ſhe was in 


the Right; and cou'd not dare to take it ill, that 


ſhe behav'd with greater Reſerve towards him 
every _ than betore. In ſo cruel an Agitati- 
on of Mind, he imagin'd himſelf de 000 to 

ueen 
from an unhappy Paſſion, which gave her. fo 
many juſt Uneaſineſſes; and that he cou'd not 
better free himſelf from it, than by a long Ab- 
ſence and great Occupations. This was his 


Thought at firſt: But at the Sight of the Queen, 
he preſently chang'd his Mind, and reflecting 


what Pleaſure it was to ſee her, he found that 
he cou'd never reſolve not to ſee her. Under 


theſe Sentiments, he related to her what had 


aſt between the Deupties and himſelf, and, the 
Project he had form'd ; and beg'd Pardon of her 
a thouſand Times, for r for ſome 
iſtance from her: 

But the Queen, whoſe only Concern was to 
cure him of his Paſſion, oblig'd him, notwith- 
ſtanding his Reluctance, to purſue the Deſign of 
this Expedition to Flanders. To diſpole him to 
it the more readily, ſhe ſet before him that this 
Journey wou'd diſſipate the Offence when. the 
ing 
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King might have taken at their Intimacy; and 
that as he wou'd be leſs watch'dat his Return, 
and be more conſiderable and more abſolute by 
the Glory he was certain to acquire, they might 


live together with much leſs Uneaſineſs. Don 


Carlos being perſuaded by theſe Reaſons, but 
much more by the blind Complaiſance he had for 
the _ loudly declar'd himſelf in Favour of 
the Nobility of the Low-Coxntries, to the great 
Scandal of the Inquiſitors, who look'd almoſt 
upon all of them as Hereticks, and had not for- 
got the Affair of Charles the Fifth's Will. The 
rince caus'd it to be told to the King, that if 
his Majeſty wou'd be pleas'd to confer the Go- 
vernment of thoſe Provinces on him, he wou'd 
anſwer for their Obedience with his Head. It 
is impoſſible to expreſs, how highly Rui Gomez, 
and the Duke of Alba were alarm'd at this De- 
ſign. The Authority which an Employment of 
this Importance wou'd give to the Heir of the 
Crown, appear*d to them to be their apparent 
Ruin. They judg'd that on his Return from this 
Expedition, where he cou'd not fail of ſucceed- 
ing, the Prince wou'd be his Father's firſt Mi- 
niſter, and that they two muſt depend upon him. 
The Duke of Alba eſpecially, who had the ſame 
Pretenſion to that Government as Don Carlos, 
oblig'd Rui Gomez, who was more familiar 
with the King, to put him upon conſidering how 
much this Undertaking wou'd elevate his Son 
above him in the Minds of the Hlemiſp: And 
Perez, without ſeeming to act in concert with 
the others, made him apprehend the ſtrict Con- 
junction into which Don Carlos wou'd infalli- 
bly enter with France, by the Queen's Means, 
ſhou'd he be once Maſter of the Lou- Countries. 
Vor. III. D Theſe 
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Theſe Counſels had their full Effect on the 
Mind of a Prince naturally jealous of his 
Authority, and allarm'd at the ition of his 
Son. The King thought therefore of nothing 
but how to refuſe bis Son with a good Grace, 
and that he might not take this Refuſal as an Af- 
front. He order'd him to be told, that he gran- 
ted his Requeſt, and was overjoy'd they had 
both fallen upon the ſame Thought, but that he 
wou'd go himſelf to ſettle him in Flanders, and 
that they ſhou'd ſet out together for this Purpoſe 
very ſoon: That it wou'd be diſhonourable for 
him to continue in Safety in Spain, while he 
expos'd his only Son to all the Accidents of ſo 
furious a Rebellion; and that he wou'd ſhare 
the Danger with him, in ordet to leave him af- 
terwards all the Glory. | 
Tax Report of this Journey quickly took Air, 
by the Preparations the King made for it, to de- 
ceive Don Carlos; But no Body believ'd a Word 
-of the matter. Yet as vain as the Rumour ap- 
pear'd, it ſtruck Terror into the Hearts of the 
ebels, which had fluQuated till now. The 
King, to confirm it more and more, was at 10 
conſiderable an Expence in Equipages, that even 
the Deputies, Bergh and Moniigni, who had 
laugh'd at it till then, durſt doubt of it no lon- 
ger. The Queen alfo and Don Carlos were 
deluded by it for a Time like the reſt, but they 
were quickly undeceiv'd. After the Equipages 
were finiſh'd, the King, who ſaw he muſt be 
unmask'd if he did not depart, found no other 

way of excufing his Delay, but to _ bein 

Sick. This Feint had almoſt the Effect he wiſh 
in foreign Countries; but what Care ſoever he 
tock 10 have it beliey'd at Court, and _ 
. WW t- 
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whatever Conſtraint this unhappy Prince put 
himſelf, to live in a Manner which ſhou'd con- 
firm the Opinion he wanted to ſupport, he cou'd 
not impoſe upon his Wife and his Son. nl 
In this Conj uncture, when a world of Com- 
pany who were one Day in the Queen's Apart- 
ment, and had reaſon'd a long while on the 
King's Journey to Flanders, were withdrawn, 
and Don Carlos, Don John, and the Princeſs of 
Eboli were left alone with her, they firſt re- 
mark'd how the Courtiers frequently torture 
themſelyes, to divine the Cauſes and Conſe- 
quences of what ſhall never happen: And ha- 
ving laught at thoſe who ſpoke of the Journey, Don 
Carlos came inſenſibly to laugh at the Journey it 
ſelf, and the Force the King put upon himſelfto 
counterfeit aSickneſs. He ſaid that Charles the 
Fifth had travell'd enough for himſelf and the 
King his Son, and that the King wou'd reſt 
enough for his Father and himſelf. The Queen 
did not hear thoſe Words, becauſe ſhe was 
oblig'd to ſpeak in private to ſome Perſons, who 
had Buſineſs with her. In the mean Time Dos 
John and the Princeſs of Eboli diſcourſing ſoft- 
ly together, the Prince in his Amuſement made 
a little Book of ſome Paper he found in a Cabi- 
net; and with his own Hand wrote theſe Words 
in great Letters on the firſt Leaf, (a) The great 
and wonderful Fourneys of King Philip. In e- 
very Page of the reſt of the Book he wrote one 
of the following Titles; The Journey from Ma- 
drid to the Eſcurial : The Journey from the Eſcu- 
rial zo Toledo: From Toledo to Madrid: From 
Madrid 20 Aranjuez : From Aranjuez to the 
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Pardo: From the Pardo te the Eſcurial: And in 
this manner he fill'd the whole Book with the 
King's Journies to his Pleaſure-houſes, and to 
the beſt Towns in Spaiv. The Queen cou'd 
not forbear laughing at this Imagination of the 
Prince, as dangerous as it appear'd to her: But 
as ſhe was reading it, Word was brought her 
that the King was ſeiz'd with a fainting Fit, and 
was very III. At this News ſhe had only Time 
enough, to recommend the Book to Don Carlos. 
The Prince, who was following the Queen in 


an Inſtant, contented himfelf with throwing it 


into a little Cloſet, and ſhuting the Door of it 
after him ; not knowing that the Princeſs of 
Eboli had falſe Keys for every Door belonging 
to the Queen. He was ſcarcely gone out, but 
ſhe took up his Paper. When ſhe ſaw what it 
was, ſhe was tranſported to have in her Hands 
fo conſiderable a Power of injuring him with 
the King. The firſt thing ſhe thought on was, 
how to bow that Paper, without its being diſ- 
cover'd that ſhe had it. She doubted not but 
the Queen ſaw the Conſequence of it, and wou'd 
theretore look for it as ſoon, as ſhe return'd. 
For this Reaſon, without loling a Moment's 
Time, ſhe got a little Book made exactly like 
to that of Don Carlos, and with the ſame Con- 
tents ; ſhe had the-Prince's Hand counterfeited to 
Perfection, and put this falſe Book in the Place 
of the true one, which ſhe gave to her Husband. 
The Queen on her return finding this ſham Wri- 
ting, inthe ſame Place where Don Carlos told her 
he had laid the other; ſhe was in ſuch haſte to burn 
it, that ſhe threw it into the Fire almoſt without 
Tong any thing in it, and never diſtruſting the 


IN 
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In the mean Time the King's Feint was 
turn'd into Reality. On the return of the fainting 
which had feiz'd him, he found himſelf in a high 
Fever, which afterwards regularly chang'd into 
a Tertian Ague. But leſs. Credit was given-to 
his Illneſs ſince it became real, than when it was 
only feign'd. The Rebels of Flanders perceiving 
this Report to continue ſo long, did not doubt 
any more but it was one of. this Prince's politi- 
cal Inventions; and full of this Opinion, pur- 
ſu'd their Deſigns with greater Warmth than be- 
fore. This News at once redoubled the King's 
Vexation and his Fever. Don Carlos finding 
that the Inſtances he made to be ſent into Flan- 
ders wou'd only add to the King's Uncatinefs, 
he reſolv'd not to renew them: But His Father, 
who did not believe him fo diſcreet, and who 
ſaw him inceſſantly near him, took his Aſſidui- 
ty for a dumb Sollicitation. But this Aſſiduity 
had other Reaſons. The ja an never left her 
fick Husband, and Dox Carlos cou'd not ſee her 
elſewhere, But as they behav'd themſelves in 
his Preſence with the utmoſt Circumſpection, 
and durſt ſcarcely ſpeak to each other, Don Car- 
los ſaffer*d highly from this Conſtraint, and their 
Intereſt receiv'd thereby a conſiderable Preju- 
dice. They had a great many Advices to im- 
part to each other, and Meaſures to take in con- 
cert at ſo nice a Conjuncture; and there was no 
Ground to expect the King wou'd be ſoon well, 
for the Phyſicians affirm'd, his Ague wou'd con- 
tinue a long time. The Queen and Don Carlos 
concluding it too dangerous to write, reſolv'd 
to make choice of ſome faithful Perſon, whom 
they might truſt with whatever they wanted to 
communicate to one another. ThePrince, who 
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believ'd his Uncle Don John devoted to them 
entirely, caſt his Eyes upon him for the Honour 
of this Confidence. Bat the Queen fancy'd ſhe 
had often perceiv'd ſomething in his Uncle's 
Eyes, which look'd like Love. And had re- 
markẽꝰd al ſo a certain Complaiſance in the Princeſs 
of Eboli for Don John, which ſnew'd there was 
an Underſtanding between them. Theſe Con- 
ſiderations oblig'd her to hinder Don Carlos 
Deſign, but ſhe did not tell him the Reaſon. i 
The Prince durſt not propoſe to her his Favou- 
rite the Marqueſs of Poſa, becauſe ſhe did not 
know him ſo well as Don Fohn. This Favou- 
rite was the molt accompliſh'd of all the young 
Lords, who had been brought up Pages of Ho- 
nour to the Princes. Tho' he had a world of 


Vivacity, he was of a Temper naturally regular, 


and equally capable of Force and Moderation. | ; 
Don Carlos, who had an excellent Diſcernment, Wl 


immediately obſerv'd in him a Diſpofition, which 


is ſo rarely ſeen in young Men. The Marqueſs 
was not leſs charm'd at the Ardor which Dan 
Carlos ſnew'd for all things great and honoura- 
ble; and there aroſe a ſtrict Union between | 
them, very uncommon between a Prince and a 
Courtier, as being founded only on a mutual 
Admiration. As there is no Character more 
dangerous to ſuſtain at a Court, than of Favou- 
rite to the Heir of the Crown, the Marqueſs 
begg'd Don Carlos to make as little Shew as might 
be, of the Confidence with which he was pleas'd 
to honour him: Thus tho' they liv'd in the 
higheſt NA . ſcarcely any thing more of it 
appear'd to the Public, but that the Prince found 
his Converſation far more agreeable than that 


of others, and every one elſe found the 1 
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The Myſtery they had made of their Friendſhip, 
render'd this Favourite the more fit to ſerve the 
geen and Don Carlos upon: this Occafion. 
ot being known to be ſo devoted to the Prince 


as he was, his Diſcourſes. with the Queen 


wou'd be theleſs ſuſpected. But as ſhe knew Don 
Carlos was eaſily impos'd on, ſhe wou'd needs 
examine the Marquiſs her felf, before ſhe truſt- 
ed him. Under the Pretence of giving ſome 
Order, the firſt time ſhe met him in the King's 
Apartment, ſhe found means to engage him in 


a private Converſation. ' He appear'd ſo di(- 
creet, that ſhe was charm'd with him. He was 


no leſs fo with the Queen's Wit, and his na- 
tural Moderation was never more ſerviceable to 
him than now. The Manner in which ' this. 
Princeſs open'd her Mind to him in this Con- 
verſation, accompany'd with the Luſtre of her 
Beauty, and the Charms of her Sweetneſs, 


wou'd have inflam'd any other Man, who had 


not been ſo much Maſter of himſelf, with Love: 
But tho? the Marqueſs was not, they cou'd not 
help, in the Continuance of their Intimacy, to 


have for each other all the Eſteem and Friend- 


ſhip which they both defervy'd. | 
We always believe that People gueſs our 
ſecret K r but we never fear that tliey 
ſuſpect us of thoſe we have not. The Queen, 
who thought of nothing, but to conceal thole 
Don Carlos had for her; and who had no wrong. 
Sentiments towards the Marqueſs of Poſa, took 
not fo much care as ſhe ought, to diſlemble 
them. She was not apprehenſive of being ſu- 
ſpected to have any criminal Thoughts for this 


Favourite. The Marqueſs, to anſwer her 


Goodneſs, as became him, was often cngag'd 
I | D 4 to 
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to expreſs more Zeal for her than was proper. 
As both of them had Enemies, this Proceeding 
ſoon made a Noiſe; but as they judg'd there 
was no ground for it, becauſe they knew their 
own Innocence, they took little Notice of 
Mo: 137 5h 

In the mean time the King was cur'd, and 
the Queen was with Child. At firſt he was 
overjoy'd at it, whether it were in hopes of 
having another Son beſides Don Carlos; or 
that (till doubting the entire re-eſtabliſhment of 
his Health, this ſeem'd a certain Sign of it 
to him. But his Joy did not continue long. 
The Miniſters, who were afraid of the ſe- 
cret Favour of the Marqueſs of Poſa, or- 
der'd it ſo, that his Intimacy with the Queen 
ſoon came to the King's Knowledge. This ſuſpi- 
cious Prince had his Head immediately fill'd 
with Jealouſy, and not finding his Account in 
a certain (4) Computation he thought fit to 
make about the time of his Wife's Pregnancy, 
he preſently imagin'd the Marqueſs was guilty of 
a Grime, which wou'd have drawn more Envy 
on him than all his Virtues. This Notion pro- 
duc'd a ſtrange Diſorder in his Soul. All the 
. Graces of Mind and Body, which Nature had 
ſo liberally beſtow'd on this unfortunate Fa- 
vourite, and which wou'd have ſoften'd the 
moſt barbarous Heart, render'd him ſo much 
the more odious to the King, who now con- 
ſider'd them as the criminal Charms which had 
ſeduc'd his Wife's Affection. Nevertheleſs, as 
dangerous as this Diſpoſition of the King's 


{a) Mayerne Turquet, in his Hiſtory of Spain. 


Mind 
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Mind was, his Reaſon wou'd have return'd to 

him, had it not been for a thing which hap- 
en'd about this time, and which made him 
lieve what as yet he only ſuſpected. 

AMONG the (a) Rejoycings which were 
made for his Recovery, there was a magnificent 
Tournament, where. every Gentleman was ob- 
lig'd to declare himſelf for ſome Lady of the 
Court, and to bear her Colours. The Night 
before this Feſtival, the Marqueſs of Poſa hap- 
pening to be in the Queen's Apartment, where 
there was a numerous Aﬀembly, ſhe made him 
name over to her all the Ladies who had 
Knights. The Prince and Don John were the 
only Perſons that might declare themſelves to 
be hers. As neither of them had done it, fear- 
ing perhaps to diſcover ſomething of what they 
had in their Hearts, it happen'd when the Names 
were all recited, that the Queen alone had no 
body to run for her. She remark'd it her ſelf, 
and complaining of it in Jeſt, the Marqueſs, 
who had the Liberty of ſporting with her, ſaid, 
with an admirable Gravity, that ſhe muft blame 
Nature; for if ſhe had been as handſom as the reſt, 
ſhe wou'd have found a Knight as they had done. 
All the Company applauded the Raillery, and 
the Queen reply'd no leſs gravely than he; that 
to puniſh him for his Inſolence, ſhe commanded 
him to be her Knight, that he might have the 
Mortification of ſerving the leaſt beautiful of the 
Company. This Gallantry was publick, and 
all thoſe of the firſt Quality were Witneſſes of 
it; yet the King cou'd not perſuade himſelf but 
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there was ſome Myſtery in it, and that this 
Converſation was merely an Artifice of the 


Queen, to give her Lover the means of decla- 
ring himſelf her Champion with Impunity. 
However, he was not abſolutely fix'd in this 


Opinion at firſt ; but on the Morrow, when he 
ſaw the Marqueſs enter the Liſts, bearing for a 
Device on his Shield, the Sun in its higheſt ZZ 
Elevation, with this Motto, Nothing can look 
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on me without burning, he was confirm'd in the 
fatal Thought which had troubled his Breaſt. ** 


The unhappy Knight carry'd the Prize of the * 


firſt Courſe; and tho* this was a common 


thing with him, the King took his Skill at this 


time for an Effect of his Love; and this Imagi- 
nation touch'd him 10 F that he cou'd 
not let the Juſts proceed to an En 


off, and to conceal the Fury into which this 


Innocent Spe acle had thrown him. 


AT firſt he reſolv'd to have the Marqueſs of 1 
Poſa put to Death in ſuch a manner, that nei 
ther he nor the Queen ſnou'd be ignorant of the 


Cauſe. But & ui Gomez, to whom he imparted 
his Defign, made him conſider the Conſequences 
of ſuch an Action. He acquainted him with the 
ſtrict Friendſhip between Don Carlos and the 
Marqueſs; and convinc'd him there was no- 
thing that might not be apprehended from the 
Reſentments of the Prince, for the loſs of a 
Perſon fo dear to him, if he ſhou'd know the 


Authors of it. Theſe Reflections made the 
King change his Deſign. He contented him- 


ſelf with having the Marqueſs poignarded in the 
Street, one Night as he went home from Court. 
To take away all Suſpicion of the Truth, wo 
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d. He feign'd ' 
Himſelf ſick, to have a Pretence to break them 
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the Aſſaſſins ſaw him dead, they pretended in 
the Preſence of his Servants, to have taken 
him for another Perſon. The Queen was juſt- 
ly affected with the Loſs of ſo perfect a Friend, 
and foreſaw all the Conſequences of it at fitſt. 
As for Don Carlos, he did not preſently gueſs 
the real Cauſe; but afterwards he conſider'd 
how little likelihood there was, that a Man ſo 
well known as the Deceas'd, ſhou'd be taken 
for another. He reflected farther, that none 
but his Father alone cou'd have dar'd to ſtrike 
ſuch a Blow. Wherefore he no longer keſi- 
tated, no more than the Queen, to ſuppoſe 
who was the Author. Yet neither of them 
miſtruſted, that it was of the Marqueſs the King 
was jealous ; and N * rather what ought 
to have been, than what really was, _ be- 
liev'd this Favourite had been kilPd as a Confi- 
dent, and that they were diſcover'd. Thus 

erſuaded, and 8 the Greatneſs of the 
King's- Paſſion for his Wife, his Averfion for 
the Prince, and his natural Inclination to ſhed 
Blood, they gave themſelves over for * loft. 
1 They believ'd that the King, being abſolutely 
aaſſur'd they cou'd not eſcape from his Venge- 
ance, had choſe to begin it by this Murder, in 
order to make them feel it the longer.. 
THERE is nothing fo ſecret in Courts, which 
is not known by ſome of whom there is no 
Suſpicion. Don Carlos about this time ſitting 
down one Day at Table, found a Paper under 
his Plate, with theſe Words in it: Theße are 
very juſt Counſels which are never given; but rig 
impoſſible to get clear out of deſperate Affairs, un- 
if by extraordinary Reſolutions. ey, whom 
Heaven has bleſs with Qualities, which . 
render 
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render many others happy, are under an Obli- 
gation to fulfil their Bellay, which 15 - wap | 
to all Obligations beſides. Generous Souls 5 . 
riſe not, but for want of thinking ill enough f 
the wicked. That Patience, which abandons the 
Days of an honeſt Man to the Violence of his Ene- 
mies, is Weakneſs, Meanneſs of Soul, and aCrime, 
and xo Virtue. Humanity for one who has none, 
is the moſt dangerous kind of Folly. _ 
NoTwiTHSTANDING this, the Prince re- 
ſolv'd to attempt innocent Means, before he 
had recourſe to Extremities. Accordingly he 
renew'd very warmly the Inſtances he had made 
to be ſent to Flanders, where the preſent State 


of Affairs requir'd a more ſpeedy and effectual 


Remedy than eyer. He did it in ſuch Terms as 
ſnew'd he was :fix'd to carry it, and that it was 
not ſafe to refuſe him. He thought it proper 
to declare himſelf openly upon this Matter, as 
being of Opinion, that if he was already diſco- 
ver'd, he had nothing to manage; and that if 
he were not, he might induce the King, who 


was puſh'd on by his Jealouſie, and frighten'd at 
- this imperious Proceeding, to grant all to ſend 


him to Diſtance. 


Tx1is unhappy Father, whoſe Mind was 
now in a freer Situation to view the Conſe- 


quenees of his Deſigns, relaps'd into his natural 


Timidity. He ſaw that an Army muſt be neceſ- 
ſarily ſent into Flanders, and was afraid to pro- 


voke the Reſentment of Don Carlos, which 
Was ſtill freſh for his murder'd Friend, if he 
mou'd refuſe him the Command of this Army, 


which he demauded with ſo much Haughtineſs. 


A ui Comes, who had found the King ſo firm in 
the Mar queſs's Affair, was aſtoniſh'd to ſee 


him 
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him ſo irreſolute upon a far more important Oc- 
caſion. The Intereſt this Miniſter, had in his 
Maſter's Safety, made him behold with Con- 
ſternation the Weakneſs of this Prince, who 
was going to put Arms into his Son's Hands, 
by which himſelf wou'd be firſt ſacrific'd, As 
there is no Reaſon ſo powerful as Fear, to ob- 
lige the moſt wavering Minds to determine 
themſelves, the King was on the Point of re- 
ſolving in Favour of Don Carlos. Rui Gomez, 
who well perceiv'd it, knew not how to pre- 
vent him. But as he was of a moſt ready Pre- 
ſence of Mind, he bethought himſelf of the little 
Book of the King's Journies, which his Wife 
found in the Queen's Apartment written with 
Don Carlos's own Hand; and which he had 
look'd upon ever ſince as a I rifle, which might 
8 ſome great Effect, if rightly employ d. 

e judg'd the Occaſion was now offer'd. He 
told the King, that he eſteem'd himſelf oblig'd 
to inform him of a ſmall Matter, which he had 
not hitherto thought worth his Notice; but 
which, in the preſent Conjuncture, wou'd ſerve 
better than any thing to diſcover to wy the Diſ- 
poſition and Sentiments of his Son. The King, 
to whom this Affair ſeem'd of greater Conſe- 
quence than Rx: Gomez appear d to believe, 
wou'd examine the Book himſelf; and knowin 
his Son's Hand, he fell into a moſt profoun 
Thoughtfulneſs, in which this Miniſter judg'd 
it beſt to leave him, 

AFTER he had recover'd himſelf out of the 
_ firſt Vexation of Mind, into which ſo ontrage- 

ous aRaillery, proceeding from Perſons ſodear 
to him, had thrown him; his old Suſpicions of 
Don Carless Love for the Queen 1 
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with greater Violence than ever, He con'd not 
conceive, that a Wife and a Son wou'd have 
diverted themſelves in this manner, at the Ex- 
'perice of a Father and a Husband, who was al- 
ſo their King, if they did not live in the moſt . 
criminal Familiarity. But the Marqueſs of 
Poſa coming at the ſame time into his Mind, he 
cou'd not believe that the Queen was in Love 
with both of them; eſpecially fince Don Carlos 
and the Marqueſs were ſo intimate; from whence 
he concluded, that one of them was certainly 
the Lover, and the other the Confident; tho' 
with all the Diſcernment he was Maſter of, he 
cou'd not determine with himfelf which was the 
Lover: Yet which ever of the two it were, he 
judg'd the Marqueſs had dy'dbut too juſtly, and 
that Don Carlos was equally culpable. How- 
ever it was, he had no mind to authorize the 
Railleries of his Son upon his manner of living, 
by giving him the Means of leading ſo different 
a Life in Fla#ders. If the Prince, who had done 
nothing yet, had the Boldneſs to treat his Fa- 
ther with ſo mach Contempt; what wou'd he 
not dare to do, if Fortune favour'd his Ambi- 
tion? The King therefore order'd him to be told, 
that, conſidering the terrible Diſorders in Hau- 
ders, he Shought he cou'd uot ſend him thither, 
without expoſing his Life to inevitable Dangers ; 
but that the Duke of Aba ſhou'd ſhortly ſet for- 
ward with a powerful Army, and as ſoon. as 
this Army had made his Party ſuperior, he ſhou'd 


be at Liberty to follow his Inclinations. | 
T 1s. Refuſal confirm'd the Prince in the O- 
inion he had, that his Deſtruction was reſolv'd. 
He yielded to the Inſtances which the Rebels of 
Holland had for a long time made to Dn by 
ount 
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Count Eginond und the Deputies, to put himſelf 
at their Head. They promis'd him, that if he 
wou'd grant them a few Things which were ve- 
1 reaſonable, they wou'd obey him with more 
Fidelity than the Catholicks did the King. Don 
Carlos did not doubt, but, if were he once Ma- 
ſter of the Revolters, the King wou'd abandon 
the reſt of Flanders to him, tho? it were only for 
fear of his ſeizing upon it by Force, as it was 
eaſy for him to do. The Marqueſs of Bergh 
and the Baron of Montigni had many Conferen- 
ces with him on this Subje@; and they took to- 
gether ſuch juſt and ſolid Meaſures, as cou'd 
not fail of ſucceeding, if the Prince kept him- 
ſelf at Liberty for a&ing, which was what they 
chiefly exhorted him to do; and had he taken 
their Advice, he wou'd have departed at that 
very time. But Dos Carlos judg'd it wou'd ſa- 
vour of Raſhneſs to declare himſelf in this man- 
ner, before he had ſettled the neceſſary Corre- 
ſpondences. He promis'd that, while this was 
oing, he wou'd take ſuch powerful Precau- 
tions for the Safety of his Perſon, as ſhou'd make 
them eaſy. Beſide (a) a Cheſt filPd with Fire- 
arms, which he'order'd to be plac'd under the 
Side of his Bed; he alſo got little Piſtols made 
of a new Invention, to carry always about him, 
without being ſeen; and, that he might not be 
ſurpris'd a-fleep, he commanded a famous 
French Lock-Smith, who work'd at the Eſcu- 
rial, to make a ſort of Lock for his Chamber, that 
cou'd not be open'd but on the Infide; and eve- 
ry Night he put two Swords and two Piſtols 
under his Bolſter. | 
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WHILE this unhappy Prince haſten'd per- 
haps his own Deſtruction, from the meer Opi- 
nion that he was loſt already, his Enemies for- 
got nothing to N him of all Means of be- 
coming reconcil'd to his Father. The King had 
not ſeen the Queen in private, ſince the Death 
of the Marqueſs of Poſa. They were apprehen- 
ſive their Labour wou'd be in vain, if ever he 
ſaw her again; and that ſhe wou'd eaſily blot 
out of his Heart all that they had imprinted on 
it; and tho? it was poflible, that what they 
fear'd might not happen, it was alſo poſſible it 
might; and in the Manner they were concern'd 
in the Conſequence, they ought to leave no- 
thing to Chance. Wherefore to take away 
from this Princeſs the Opportunity of undoing 
in one Night what had coſt them ſo much Care 
and T'ime, they bethought themſelves of an Ex- 
pedient, which, had it not ſucceeded, wou'd 
appear ridiculous. 

HEN the Court of France made a Pro- 

greſs along the Banks of the Loire, in the Time 
of Francis the (a) Second, there ran a Rumour, 
that they look'd for little Children, to bathe the 
young King in their Blood, whom they feign'd 
to be ſeiz'd with a Diſtemper, which is not to 
be cur'd but by this ſtrange Remedy. There 
were ſome Perſons alſo who went ſeveral Days 
Journey before the Court, and carefully ex- 
amin'd the Children in all Places where the 
Court was to come, to mark out thoſe, which 


19 — 


(a) Mayerne Turquet Hiſtoire de la Planche, The Me- 
moirs of La Place, Mezeray, Le Laboureur, Diogene, 
Cc. 


Were 


Dox CARL os. 65 


were proper for the Uſe the Phyſicians were to 
make of them. Theſe unknown Perſons ſpread 
ſo general a Terror on the Road, that every 
Body was buſy in hiding, what they pretended 
to ſearch after. The Queen-Mother having 
diſcover'd the Source of this monſtrous Report, 
caus*'d ſome of the Authors of it to be ſeiz'd. 
At their Deaths they diſcover'd who had em- 
ploy'd them; but they, who receiv'd their Con- 
feſſion, did not judge it ſafe for them to divulge 
it. If the continual Infirmities of the King 
made ſo extravagant a Calumny to be fo eaſily 
receiv'd among his own People; one may eaſi- 
ly imagine, what Effect it had in foreign Coun- 
tries, where ſuch ſort of News has always 
more Force, than in the Places where it is in- 


vented. The King of So fhew'd ſome Un- 


eaſineſs at it, and was afraid leſt his Wife might 
have a ſecret Diſpoſition to this Malady, which 
is frequently hereditary in a Family. 'The Small- 
Pox, which ſhe had after this, was accompany'd 
dy certain ambiguous Accidents, which had 
ſome Reſemblance with this Diſtemper. They 
reſoly'd therefore to make the King believe, ſhe 
had much more dangerous Symptoms during 
her laſt going with Child. As he had great 
Weakneſs of Mind in what regarded his Health, 
they thought if this Relation were ſupported 
by ſome unſuſpected Witneſs, it wou'd be e- 
nough to keep him from ever ſeeing his Wife 
ain alone. The Princeſs of Eboli was to 
give him the firſt Information, to which ſhe was 
oblig'd by the Fidelity ſhe had promis'd him 
when ſhe accepted her Employment about the 
„ and the Freugb Woman, for whom 
on Jobn had formerly diſcover'd an * 
tion, 
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tion, was to confirm what the Princeſs ſhou'q 
fay. This young Woman was one of thoſe 
turbulent Spirits, which ſeem born for Intrigue; 
and ſhe was inconſolable, that all the Favour 
ſhe had with her Miſtreſs, cou'd procure her no 
Confidence of any Importance. ThePrinceſs of 
Eboli order'd Don Fohz to pretend Love to her 
a ſecond time, in order to gain over this dan- 
gerous Creature wholly to their Side. This 
Prince, who found a certain Pleaſure in di- 
ſturbing the King's Happineſs, obey'd her with 
Zeal. But the young Woman, being ſhock'd 
at the Coldneſs he had lately ſhewn for her, 
wou'd not believe him without extraordinary 
Aſſurances. Don Jobn, who was in haſte to 
conclude Matters, did not heſitate to make her 
aPromiſe of Marriage, on Condition ſhe wou'd 
tell the King whatever was deſir'd. The Thing 
fucceeded even better than they hop'd. The 
King, whoſe Love was already chang'd into In- 
dignation by what had paſt, fell blindly into the 
| Net which they ſpread for him. The Duke of 
Alba, who had deferr'd his Journey to expect 
the Succels of this Artifice, departed for Flay- 
ders the next Day. He took Leave of Don 
Carlos in Terms conformable to the Anſwer 
the King gave to the Prince's laſt Application; 
and Don Carlos treated the Duke very ill, leſt 
his Defigns might be ſuſpected if he appear'd 
Faly upon an Occaſion, which ought to touch 
. 
Ix the mean while, the Prince receiv'd from 
all Parts the beſt News he cou'd wiſh. The 
Prince of Orange and the Admiral de Chatillon, 
whom he was to conſult with about every thing 
he had to do, encourag'd and prefs'd _— 
their 
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their Letters; whether it was from a Deſign to 
' ſerve him, or to ruin him. The Revolted of 
the Low-Conntries, relying on his Generofity, 
requir'd no Conditions from him. But that 
which made him finally .refolve, was the 
Aſſurance of a conſiderable Fleet, which the 
Grand Seignior was to ſend to the Coaſt of 
Flanders, to favour all his Defigns. As his 
chief Hopes were founded on this Afiiſtance, it 
is neceſſary to trace this Negotiation from its 
Original. Mary, Ob | _ P 
| HEN „Queen of Hungary, govern 

the Low Contes for the E pere Por Bro- 
ther, (a) a Portugueze Jew, nam'd John Mi- 
quez, Who was particularly eſteem'd by the 
Queen, ran away out of her Court with a young 
Lady of the firſt Quality, and of extraordinary 
Beauty. The King of Spain, under whoſe Pro- 
tection the Parents of this fine Creature were, 
having driven the Raviſher- out of all the Coun- 
tries in Chriſtendom where he ſought for Re- 
füge, he was forc'd to withdraw to Conſtanti- 
zople, and from thence to Caramanica to Selim, 
the eldeſt Son of Solhhman the Great. This young 
Prince, being confin'd to that Country by his 
Father, according to the Cuſtom of the Ortoman 
Hog had no other Buſineſs on his Hands, 
while he waited for the Empire, but to amuſe 
- himfelf with Pleaſures. Mquez, among other 
Talents, had the Art of diverſifying them a 
thouſand Ways, each of which had ſome new 
and particular Charm. He knew how to give 
them that delicate Edge which makes them 
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(a) Monſithe de Thou, Strada, Oc. 
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touching, and is ſo _— turn'd: And having 
by s long and curious Exerciſe cultivated the 
enius he had for this Science, he had carry'd it 
to a Perfection far beyond vulgar Imagination. 
Being proud of theſe exquiſite Accompliſhments, 
he made no Doubt but in a little Time to hold 
the firſt Rank in the good Graces of a. Prince 
like Selim, who perfectly underſtood the Value 
of Pleaſure. He knew, that they are not al- 
ways the moſt important Services which make the 
greateſt Impreſſion on Princes. Thoſe which 
are done them in publick ſeem ſufficiently recom- 
pens'd by the Glory which attends them; while 
they can be grateful only for ſuch as are known 
to themſelves alone. Mzquez ſucceeded beyond 
his ExpeQation; and Solyman dying in this Con- 
juncture, the Few by theſe glorious Means be- 
came the declar'd Favourite of the greateſt 
Prince on Earth. This high Degree of Power 
quickly gave him an Occaſion to ſatisfy the De- 
fire of Revenge, which the Perſecution he had 
ſuffer'd, had implanted in his Heart againſt the 
King of Spain. One Day, as he was in a De- 
bauch with the Sultan, this Prince having ad- 
mir'd the Excellence of Cyprus Wine, — 
pretended to laugh at the Paſſion he ſhew'd for 
a Liquor which grew out of his Empire. He 
told him, he ought to be more ſparing of it, 
ſince he bought it: Selim, being touch'd with 
this Raillery, ſwore he wou'd take Cyprus that 
Fear; and added, clapping his Hand on the 
Few's Shoulder, that fince Miguex lov'd that 
lorious Wine no leſs than himſelf, he declar'd 
im from that Moment King of the Ifland, and 
that this was only a Part of the Reward he 
meant him. At the Time that every thing was 
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getting ready for this Enterpriſe, the Moors of 

ranada were preparing that famous Revolt, 
which broke out ſoon after; they ſent a Depu- 
tation to the Port, to beg Aſſiſtance; and Mi- 

ez, preferring the Pleaſure of Revenge to a 
Kingdom, took their Buſineſs in Hand with fo 
much Warmth, that he made the Grand Seig- 
nior reſolve to ſend to their Succour that for- 


midable Armament, which was equipping for 


the Conqueſt of the Kingdom which was deſign'd 


for him. He had continu'd a good Intelligence 


in Flanders, and gave immediate Notice of this 


important Diverſion to the Conſiſtory of Aut- 


werp. This Conſiſtory, which was the princi- 
| Council of the Rebels, having at the ſame 
Time receiv'd the News of Don Carlos engagin 


in their Favour, communicated the ſame to M:- 


quez: And to ſhew the greater Confidence in 
the Prince, they ſent him the Diſpatches and Cy- 
pher of the Jeu, that he might negotiate him- 
ſelf at Conſtantinople, if he judg'd it to be for 
their common Intereſt. Don Carlos was deſi- 
rous, for his greater Safety, that this Fleet, 
which was to land on the Coaſts of Grazada, 
might come to thoſe of Flanders, He wrote to 
the Port about it: And Miyqzez anſwer'd, that 
the Baſha of the Sea had a ſecret Order to do 
whatever the Prince ſhou'd direct; whether it 
was true, or was only pretended, to engage the 
Prince at any Rate. | 
ABOUT this Time, as he play'd one Evening 
in the Queen's Apartment againſt his Uncle, 
they had ſome Diſpute together; and Don John, 
being vext at his Loſs, was carry'd into I erms 
beyond the Liberty which Play allow'd him a- 
gainſt the Son of his King. Don Carlos, wn 
we 
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well knew himſelf, anſwer'd him in few Words 
with Moderation enough; but yet in Expreſ- 
ſions which ſeem'd to reproach him with the 
Blemiſh of his Birth, in order to mind him of 
his Duty. Don John, touch'd in ſo ſenſible a 
Place, flew into ſuch a Paſſion as to tell the 
Prince, it was true he was a (a) Baſtard; 
but his Comfort was, that he had a better Fa- 
ther than himſelf. This Inſolence left Don Car- 
los no Patience: And he treated his Uncle ſo ill, 
that it was reported the next Day he had given 
him a Box on the Ear. The Queen and the Princeſs 
of Eboli, who were preſent, had much a- do to 
keep them from uſing their Hands; the Queen 
eſpecially, who was afraid of every thing in this 

Conjuncture; and as if ſhe had ſome Preſage of 
the Conſequence of this Quarrel, made ule of 
all her Authority to oblige them to be Friends 
upon the Spot, but the Reconciliation was not 
with equal Sincerity on both Sides. 

TRE King, to be truly inform'd of, what- 
ever happen'd about the Queen, had enter'd into 
a cloſe Underſtanding with the Princeſs of E- 
boli: And this Woman had oblig'd Don John to 
obſerve the Actions of the Prince with more 
Care than ordinary, ſince the Marqueſs of Po- 
ſa's Death. It was eaſy for Don John to exe- 
cute this Commiſſion; for the Prince, who 
took him for his beſt Friend, had utter'd ſome- 
thing of his Deſign to him in general Terms: 
And tho' Don John forgot no Means to dive 
into the Particulars, he had been able to difco- 
ver nothing. Bnt ſince this Quarrel, the Deſire 
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of Revenge render'd him ſo Eagle - ſighted, that 
whatever Care Don Carlos took to furniſh him- 
ſelf ſecretly with Arms, Don Fehr (a) diſco- 


ver'd it at laſt, partly by his Cunning, and partly 


by the Force of Mony. The King right] 
concluded that the Prince did not take theſe 


Precautions, in order to continue them all his 
Life: And therefore was convinc'd, that either 
his Son had a * to run away, or to do him 

e knew not which of the 


ſome Violence. 
two to believe, when Don Raymund de Taxis, 
Poſtmaſter-General, came to acquaint him, that 
a Frenchman belonging to the Queen had be- 
ſpoke very privately three Horſes, to be ready 


for a Journey in the Cloſe of the Evening. 
This Information drew the King out of the 


Doubt in which he was, by caſting him into a 


greater, whether he ſhou'd only cauſe the Prince 
to be watch'd ſo that he cou'd not eſcape, or 
whether he ſhon'd have him immediately arreſt- 


ed. But Perez bringing him at the ſame In- 
ſtant the News of the Inſurrection of the Moors, 
which he had juſt receiv'd, the King, frighten'd 


at ſo many unhappy Conjunctures, reſoly'd to 


make ſure of his Son's Perſon. 


IT was true, that the Prince's Departure was: 
fixt for this very Night. A few Days before, he 
had receiv'd News from Flanders whieh wou'd- 


not permit him to delay any longer. The 
Counts of Egmond and Horn, 33 4 
Innocence of their Intentions in their paſt 

viour, and on the Merit of their Services, deli- 
ver'd over themſelves into the Hands of the 
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Duke of Alba; who caus'd them to be arreſted, 
and not long after to be beheaded. So manifeſt 
a Perfidy threw the Rebels into Deſpair: And 
their Chiefs, ſeeing there was no Safety left them 
but in their Arms, made Don Carlos eaſily con- 
os by ſending him theſe News, that in a 


little Time all Aſſiſtance wou'd be too late. He 
wrote immediately to Don Garcia Alvarez Oſo- 
rio, who was to be the Companion of his Flight, 
to come to him without any Delay. The 
Prince had ſent him to Sevil, to receive a con- 
ſiderable Sum; but not having Time enough 
for the neceſſary Diſpatches, he brought only a 
hundred and fifty thouſand Crowns. As Don 
Carlos was Je home from the Queen, Rui 
Gomez join'd him, to — him an Account 
from the King, of the News they had receiv'd 
from Granada. This Miniſter held him in Diſ- 
courſe ſo long, that the Prince ſeeing he had 
not Night enough to get to a ſufficient Diſtance 
before his Flight might de diſcover'd, thought it 
beſt to put it off till the next Day. Rxi Gomez 
left him, after he had ſeen him in Bed:: But as be 
was ignorant of this Change of the Prince's 
Reſolution, he plac'd a (a) Set of ſtout and 
truſty Fellows at all the Avenues of his Apart- 
ment. It concern'd the King for his Juſtifica- 
tion, that Don Carlos ſhou'd be taken in the 
Act of making his Eſcape. But when they had 
waited two or three Hours, and he made no 
Motions for going, the King reſoly'd to proceed 
farther. He was of Opinion, that he "_ 
not to risk every thing for a Formality. Don 


(a) Monſieur ce Thou, Mayerne, c 


Jobn 
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John had remiark'd which way the Chamber was 
made faſt; and while Don Carlos was in the 
Evening with the Queen, the King commanded 
the (2) Workman, who made that extraordi- 
nary Lock, to find out a way to embarraſs the 
Spring, ſo that it might be open'd on the Out- 
fide. Notwithſtanding all the Smith could do, 
the Spring made a great Noiſe in opening; but 
the Count of Lerma, who, by the King's Order, 
enter'd firſt, found the unhappy Prince ſo faſt 
a- ſleep, that he was even able to take the Swords 
and the Piſtols from under his Bolſter, withour 
waking him. After this the Count ſate down 
upon a Trunk by the Bed-ſide, in which Don 
John thought the Arms were conceal'd. The 
King in the mean time judging by the Count de 
Lerma's Silence, that he had done what he 
went about, enter'd himſelf, preceded by Rui 
Gomez, the Duke of Feria, the Grand Com- 
mander, and Don Diego de Cordoua, all arm'd 
with Swords and Piſtols. The Prince being with 
difficulty awaken'd by Rui Gomez, as ſoon as 
he open'd his Eyes, cry'd out he was a dead 
Man. The King told him, that all that was 
done, was for his good. But Don Carlos ſeeing 
him ſeize upon a Cabinet of Papers which was 
under*his Bed, fell into ſuch a deſperate Rage, 
that he went to throw himſelf, naked as he was, 
into a great Pan of Fire, which the extreme 
Cold of the Seaſon had oblig'd his Servants to 
leave burning in his Chimney. They were 
forc'd to draw him away by Violence, and he ap- 
pear d inconſolable that he could not choak him- 


(a) Monſieur de Thou. 
Vo. III. E | ſelf 
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ſelf in it. His Chamber was preſently clear'd, 
and inſtead of all the magnificent F urniture 
which was taken away, there was only left a 
miſerable Quilt on the Ground. None of the 
Prince's Officers ever after appear'd in his Pre- 
ſence. His Keepers were always in fight of 
him. They made him put on a Mourning Ha- 
bit, and he was ſerv'd by People clad in the 
ſame Weed, and who were all unknown to 
him; and this wretched Heir of ſo many 
Crowns, ſaw nothing any longer about him, 
which did not preſent to his Eyes the affrightful 
Image of Death. 

IN the mean while the ming diſcover'd the 
Deſigns and Correſpondences of his Son by the 
Papers he had ſeiz'd. He was ſtartled at the 
3 he had run; but was ſtill more ſenſibly 
touch'd, when, among many Letters of the 
Queen's writing, he found one that ſeem'd to 
him the moſt paſſionate and amorous in the 
World. It was that which the Marqueſs of 
Poſa had carried to Alcala, and which the Prince 
would never reſtore. As the Queen had writ- 
ten it in the firſt Tranſport of her Grief for the 
dangerous Accident of the Prince ; ſhe never 
thought that what ſhe could write to one whoſe 
Life was deſpait'd of, would draw any Conſe- 
quences with it, or could produce any other 
effect, but that of making him die more con- 
tentedly; ſo that ſhe gave way to all her Ten- 
derneſs in writing this Letter, and had expreſs'd 
in it the deareſt and moſt ſecret Sentiments of 
her Heart, with all the Violence that ſo fatal 
an Occaſion was able to inſpire. It was how- 
ever without any ſuch Tranſports as could at- 


fect her Honour, or in the leaſt break in ia | 


Dox CARL os. 75 


her Duty ; but the King drew very different 
Conſequences from it. The Fury into which it 
threw him was accompany'd by ſo extreme a 
Sorrow, that perhaps it wou'd have coſt him his 
Life, if the deſire of Revenge, ſo natural on ſuch 
Occafions, had not prevented it. But ſuddenly 
reflecting, that he was Maſter of thoſe who had 
ſo cruelly offended him, this agreeable Thought 
caus'd the Rage he had in his Soul to be 2 
ceeded by a barbarous Joy, which chang'd his 
Deſpair into a Tranquility full of Horror. The 
ſame Day Montigny was arreſted, to loſe his 
Head a little while after on a Scaffold; and the 
Marqueſs of Bergh, by the favour of Ra: Ge- 
mez his old Friend, was permitted to Poiſon 
himſelf. The Intimacy of theſe two Lords 
with Dow Carlos was known to every body. 
They were, as well as he, declar'd Enemies 
to Cardinal Spineſa, the Inquititor-General ; 
which Enmity, in Spain, was enough to make 
any one's Religion ſuſpected. They accus'd 
this Prelate of being the Author of all the vio- 
lent Counſels the King had taken againſt their 
Country ; and the Cardinal accus'd them of 
having got from France ſeveral Bales of Calvin's 
Catechiſm, under the favour of a Paſsport from 
Don Carlos. The Prince's Indignation againſt 
the Inquiſitors, on account of Charles the Fifth's 
Will, was not yet forgot. All theſe things 
join'd together, diſpos'd the Minds of the com- 
mon People very much to believe the innocent 
Prince engag'd in the new Opinions, which he 
had never heard mention'd. The King well 
ſaw, that nothing but a Pretence of Religion 
could make ſo ſtrange an Action, as that which 
he had done, be — nor did he Pon 
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but by means of theſe fav uurabtc 1 pofitions, 
and the Proofs he had oi his 5011's Corretpon- 
dences, he might, if he plcus'd, lecurcly acki 
fice him to his Vengeance. this Goyitidence 


he put into the Hands cf C1: inal DνSẽ,w all 
the Original Papers he found in {302 Carlos's 
Chamber, except the Queen's Letters. He eſta- 
bliſh'd the Inquiſitors Sovereign Judges between 
his Son and himſelf, proteſting to ſtand to 
their Sentence. He knew that the Wrath of 
this ſort of Men never dies, and that he ſhould 
find their Reſentments againſt the Prince as 
violent, after the Interval of ſeveral Years ſince 
their Quarrel, as if it had happen'd but eight 
Days before. | 

Tno' the King had ſtrictly (a) prohibited wri- 
ting Advice to foreign Countries of Don Car- 
10% s Impriſonment, the News of it were quick- 
ly ſpread abroad. Moſt of the Princes in Chri- 
{tendom interceded for his Pardon. The Em- 
ret eſpecially wrote about it to the King her 

rother, with all imaginable Earneſtneſs. Her 
eldeſt Daughter had been long promis'd to the 
Prince of Hain. The King, who was afraid of 
every thing which might give more Liberty or 
Credit to his Son, had continually deferr'd the 
Accompliſhment of this Marriage. Among 0- 
ther Pretences to delay it, he caus'd a Report 
to be ſpread, that ſince Don Carlos's Fall at A. 
cala, the Phyſicians were of Opinion he could 
never have any Children. But this Report palt 
for an Artifice, and the Empreſs her ſelf did not 
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(a) Cabrera's Hiſtory of Philip II. Hiſtory of Don 
John, &c. 
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give Credit to it. However it was the cafier for 
the King to protract this Marriage, ſince Dou Car- 
los did not preſs it very zealouſly. For as ad- 
vantageous as it was for his Deſigus, he made a 
Scruple of marrying a Princeſs he could not 
love. The Empreis, who knew not the Secret 
of his Heart, look'd upon no other to be worthy 


her eldeſt Daughter but him. As ſhe did not 


think the Queen of Spaiz's Death to be ſo near, 
ſhe did not foreſee. that this eldeſt Daughter 
ſhould take the Place of that unhappy. Queen; 
and that the King her Brother, as if it were by 
a Kind of Fatality, was to marry all the Prin- 
ceſles who had been promis'd to Don Carlos. 
The King, who ſaw further than ſhe did, took 
a very particular Care to manage her on this 
Occatjon, and to juſtify himſelf in her Opinion. 
In the mean time theſe News threw the Rebels 
of Flanders and Grazada into a Deſpair, which 


caus'd very bloody Effects; and would have 


produc'd worſe, if the Tur had kept their 


Word: But Miqzez thought it not ſafe, without 
the Prince of Spaiz's Aid and Countenance, to 


hazard the Ottoman Fleet in Places fo far from 
all Succours, in caſe of any Diſadvantage. He 
yielded to the Oppoſitions of the other Miniſters 
againit purſuing this Enterpriſe; and it was 
chang'd into that of Cyprus, where he demon- 
ſtrated by his wonderful Services, that his 
(2) Genius was not wholly confin'd to the 
Seraglio; and that the Love of Plcafure does 
not always render thoſe, who are poſſeſt with 
it, incapable of great Things. 


(2) Cabrera's Hiſory of Philip II. Thuanus, Streda. ce. 
E 3 Tur 


8 
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THE Inquifitors in the mean while were 
drawing up with incredible Diligence and Zeal 
the Proceſs of the unfortunate Don Carlos. 
Their old Animoſities againſt him appear'd ſo 
openly, that nothing could protect them but the 
Intereſt of Religion alone, which was artfully 
mingled in this Affair. (a) They ſent to ſearch 
in the Archives of Barcelona for the Criminal 
Proceſs which Don Fohn II, King of Arragon, 
had formerly order'd againſt the Prince of Viana, 
Don Carlos, his eldeſt Son. They got this Pro- 
ceſs tranſlated from Catalonian into Caſtilian, 
to ſerve them at once for a Model and for an 
Authority. The Affair was propos'd to the In- 
quiſition under the Names of the Dauphin 
Lewis XI. and Charles XII. his Father. As 
all their Opinions were alike, one may judge of 
them by that of the famous Doctor Navarre, 
which is related by the (5) Hiſtorian of P4:/: 
the Second. He decides, that a King, who dit- 
covers the preſumptive Heir of the Crown is 
going to eſcape out of the Kingdom, ought to 
arreſt him, if his Eſcape be likely to produce Di- 
viſion in the Kingdom, and that the Enemies of 
the State may draw from thence ſome conſide- 
rable Advantage; eſpecially if thoſe Enemies are 
Hereticks, and there is the leaſt Reaſon to fear 
or to ſuſpect that the Prince favours them. The 
Sacrifice the King made of the DiQtates of Na- 
ture to the Tranquility of the State, was pre- 
ferr'd by the Inquiſitors to the Obedience of 


(a) Cabrera's Hiſtory of Philip IT. Hiftory of Don John. 
(6) Cabrera, | 
Abra- 


* 
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(a) Abraham, and with one Voice they com- 
par'd this Prince to the Father eternal, who 
ſpar'd not his only Son for the Salvation of 
Mankind. | 
| THE Proceſs could not be long before 
Judges ſo well diſpos'd. The Letters alone of 
the Admiral de Chaſtillon, of the Prince of 
Orange, Count Egmond, the Conſiſtory of 
Antwerp, and of John Miquex, ſuffic'd to form 
the Sentence, and Don Carlos was condemn'd 
to remain in his Priſon. The Reſentment he 
expreſs'd at this, made all thoſe who had ad- 
vis'd or approv'd it, tremble. They were per- 
ſuaded they ſhould not be able to eſcape his 
Vengeance, if ever he recover'd his Liberty; 
nor could they enjoy any Repoſe, till they had 
deſtroy'd him. () Cardinal Spinoſa remon-- 
ſtrated to the King, there was no Cage ſtrong 
enough to hold this Bird; and that he muſt ei-- 
ther ſoon wring his Head off, or let him fly. 
The People, with whom to be unhappy is 
enough to be innocent, ſhew'd every Day a grea- 
ter Defire of the Prince's Inlargement. The 
King, who fear'd ſome Sedition, durſt no lon- 

er 2 abſent from Madrid; and after mature 

eliberation, he judg'd it cou'd not be ſafe ei- 
ther for himſelf or his Miniſters to ſet the Priace 
at Liberty; and that he could not avoid all he 
had to fear from him, but by putting him to 


(a) Monſieur Le Laboureur upen Caſtelnau, in the 
Chapter of Dom Charles. 

(5) Campana, and Cabrera in their Hiſtories of Phi- 
lip II. Gs. | 


ES: Death. 
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Death. For ſome time a ſlow (a] Poiſon, 
which ſhou'd ſpeedily have thrown him into a 
mortal Languiſhing, was mixt with what- 
ever he eat or drank; and was rubb'd on his 
Cloaths, his Linnen, and generally upon every 
thing he might touch. But whether it were 
that his Youth and the Goodneſs of his Conſti- 
tution were ſtronger than the Poiſon, or the 
Perſons whoſe Intereſt it was he ſhou'd live, 
had oblig'd him to uſe Antidotes, this way did 
not ſucceed. More open Meaſures therefore 
were to be taken, and the unhappy (6b) Prince 
was told he might chuſe what Death he wou'd 
die. He receiv'd theſe ſtrange News with the 
Indifference of a Man who lov'd Something 
more than Life, and fear'd the ſame Deſtiny for 
the Perſon he lov'd. Whatever the Spaniſh 
Hiftorians have ſaid of the paſſionate Deport- 
ment and Weaknefles of this Prince, to blacken 
his Memory and to juſtify his Father; *tis cer- 
tain there fell only one thing from his Mouth, 
which look'd like a Complaint; which was, 
That the Queen having by force of Mony found 
Means to acquaint him it was her Deſire he 
ſhou'd ask to ſee the King, as one of thoſe who 
guarded him told him his Father was coming; Say 
my King, anſwer'd Don Carlos, and not my Fa- 
ther The Submiſſion he had for the (c) Queen's 
Orders, made him reſolve to throw himſelf on 
his Knees betore the King, and beg him to con- 


—— — 
— > —_ 


(a) Monſieur de Thou, Le Laboureur, Mayernc, 
Du Pleix, gc. 
(6) Matthicu's Hiſtory of France, 
(c) Mezeray, in his great Hiſtory. 
| ſider, 
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ſider, it was his own Blood he was going to 
ſhed. The King anſwer'd him coldly, that 
when he had ill Blood, he gave his Arm to the 
Chirurgeon to let it out. Don Carlos, in de- 
{pair for having humbled himſelf to no Purpoſe, 
roſe up ſuddenſy at thoſe Words, and ask'd his 
Keepers if the Bath was ready in which he was 
todie. The King,. whether it was to feed his 
Eyes the longer with this barbarous Spectacle, 
or that perhaps he was touch'd with it, and 
ſought an Occaſion of relenting, ask'd him if 
that was all he had to ſay to him? The Prince, 
who wou'd have call'd back what he had alrea- 
dy done at the Price of a thouſand Lives, and 
who ſaw there was nothing .more to manage 
either for himſelf or the Queen, cou'd not help 
anſwering for the laſt time with his natural 
Haughtineſs : If ſome, ſaid he, for whom my 
Complaiſance cannot end but with my Days, had 
not oblig'd me to ſee you, I ſhou'd not have been 
guilty of the Meanneſs to ak you Pardon, aud 
ſaoud have ay'd more glurionſly, than you live. 
The King, after this Anſwer, retir'd without 
any Emotion. Don Carlos went into the Bath, 
(a) and having directed the Veins of his Legs 
and his Arms to be open'd, he commanded eve- 
ry Body to withdraw ; and taking into his Hands 
the Queen's Picture in Miniature, which he car- 
ry'd always hung about his Neck, and which 
was the firſt Occaſion of his Love, he kept his 
Eyes fixt on this fatal Picture, till the cold Shi- 
verings of Death ſurpris'd him in this Contem- 
plation; and his generous and elevated Soul be- 


. 
— 
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) Du Pleix in his Hiſtory of France, 
1 ing 
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ing already half departed with his Blood and 
1 he inſenſibly loſt his Sight, and then his 
_, rs | 
THE preciſe time of his Death is not known : 
Only *tis certain, that it happen'd long before it 
was publiſh'd. A large (a) Relation was print- 
ed of his Illneſs, which was ſaid to be a malig- 
nant Dyſentery, occaſion'd by his Debauches. 
The Grief of the People, and the Deſpair 
of the Prince's Domeſticks, ſpoke out ſo loud- 
Iy, that the moſt partial (5) Hiſtorians have not 
dar'd to diſfemble it. The Count of Lerma, 
whom the King entruſt d with the Conduct of 
Dan Carlos during his Impriſonment, had con- 
ceiv'd ſo extraordinary a Friendſhip for him, that 
he appear'd inconſolable in the Eyes of the whole 
Court. The King, to whom thoſe Sorrows 
were ſo many Reproaches, took the way he 
thought the maſt certain to make them ceaſe. 
He rewarded the Servants of Don Carlos mag- 
nificently, he gave a Commandery of Caletrava 
to the Dake of Lerma, and made him Gentle- 
man of the Chamber. It was eafily perceiv'd 
that thefe Liberalities did not proceed out of 
Gratitude for the Affection they ſhew'd to Don 
Carlos; However the Publick diminiſh'd nothing 
of its Zeal for honouring the Prince's Memory. 
As it was known that the King intended his Ob- 
ſequies ſhou'd be perform'd with unuſual Splen- 
dor, the City of Madrid begg'd they might be 


» — 
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(a) At Madrid in Spaniſh, and afterwards at Venice 

Nn Italian. | 5 
(6) Campana and Cabrera in their Hiſtories of Philip 

II, &c. a 

per- 
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permitted to bear the Expence, and that the Care 
of the whole fhou'd be left to them. Tho' the 
RY foreſaw this Funeral would be accompa- 
ny'd with Elogies, which wou'd not prove very 
honourable to the Enemies of the Deceas'd, he . 
did not dare to refuſe them. His Hiſtorians + 
commend him particularly (a) for the Tranqui- 
lity of Mind he ſhew'd on the Day of the So- - 
lemnity, while beholding out of a Window of 


his Palace the Diſpoſition and Proceſſion of the 


Ceremony, he decided upon the Spot a Diffe- 
rence about Rank, which happen'd between the 
ſeveral Councils of State which attended. The 
Emperor's two Sons, who were then at the 
Court of Spain, were the chief Mourners. As 
they drew near to the Church, Cardinal Spinoſa, 
( ) who led them immediately after the Corps, 
took leave of them, and retir'd, under pretence 
of a Head-ach that had ſeiz'd him. But as he was 
known for the moſt dangerous and the moſt ir- 
reconcileable Enemy Dvz Carlos had had, ſeve- 
ral Voices were heard (c) crying around him, that 
he cou'd not bear the Prince's Preſence, either 
alive or dead. The firſt thing that was ſeen, 
was this celebrated Elogie of the Scripture upon 
a Perſon departed, in large golden Characters 
over the Door by which they went into the 
Church. (4) He was raviſp'd from as, 7 e 
Wickeaneſs of the Age ſhou'd alter his Heart, 
and Flattery beguile his Soul. All that ingeni- 


OI 
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(a) Cabrera ix his Hiſtery of Philip II. 
(6) Cabrera in his Hiſtory of Don John, 
(e) Cabrera, Ibid. | 
(4) Wiſdom of Solomon, 4. 11, 

| ; E6 ous 
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ous Grief cou'd invent for its own Conſolation, 
was expreſs'd on the proud Mauſoleum, in 


which the Prince was depoſited. But as all the 


Ornaments had Relation to the Latin Inſcription 
which ſerv'd for his Epitaph, it will be ſufficient 
to give the Senſe of that, in order to ſhew the 
Spirit and Deſign of the whole Pomp. To (a) 
7he Eternal Memory of Charles Prince of both 
Spains, of the two Sicilies, of the Belgick and 
Ciſalpine Gauls, Heir of the Newfound World, 
inc omparable fur Greatneſs of Soul, for Liberality, 
and the Love of Truth. Thus the elevated Ge- 
nius, and the heroic Inclinations of the unfor- 
tunate Don Carlos, were at laſt repreſented un- 
der their proper Name of Virtues, after having 
been fo long diſguis'd under that of Vices by his 
Enemies. 

DuRiNG the time that the King kept Don 
Carlos's Death ſecret, he was reſolv'd to have it 
told to the Queen when ſhe ſhou'd lye-in, in 
hope that ſuch a ſenſible Sorrow, added to the 
Indiſpolition of Body in that Condition, wou'd 
finiſh his Revenge; but he ſoon found ſhe was 
better inform'd than he wiſh'd. As ſhe cou'd 
not be ignorant, that Don Carlos was ſacrific'd 
to the Jealouſy of his Father, ſhe did not put a- 
ny (4) Conſtraint on her ſelf to conceal her Re- 
ſentments of the Decd. Her juſt Indignation 
threw her Husband into new Diſquietudes. He 
judg'd that he ought to fear every thing from 


(a) Relazion de la Muerte y Eſſequias Cel Principe 

Dom Carloz. | 
(5) Le Lab ureur on Caftlenau, in the Chapter of Don 
Carlos. May crne, c. $I | 
— mor her 
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her Senſe and Courage: But ſtill more from the 
extraordinary Eſteem the Court of Fraxce had 
for her, and from the cloſe Correſpondence ſhe 
kept with the Queen her Mother. 

A few Months after the Prince's Death, the 
Dutcheſs of Alba, who bore one of the firſt Of- 
fices in the Queen's Family, came one Morn- 
ing into her Bed-chamber, with ſome Phyſick in 
her Hand. The Queen told (a) her ſhe was 
very well, and wou'd not take it. But the 
Dutcheſs urging it upon her, the King, who 
was not far off, enter'd at the Noiſe of their 
Contention. At firſt he blam'd the Dutcheſs 
for her Obſtinacy : But ſhe repreſenting to him, 
that the Phyſicians thought that Potion neceſſary 
to procure the Queen a happy Delivery, he yield- 
ed to this Authority, and ſaid very gently to the 
Queen, that ſince the Medicine was of ſuch 
great Importance, ſhe mult by all means take it. 
Since 'tis your Pleaſure, anſwer'd (4) ſhe, I 
will do ſlo. At this he went out of the Room, 
and return'd a little while after dreſs'd in (c) 
deep Mourning, to ſee how ſhe was: But whe- 
ther there had been ſome Miſtake in the Com- 

ofition of the Draught, or the extraordinary 

motion in which the Queen was, and the force 
ſhe put upon her ſelf to take it, might give it a 
Malignity it had not before, ſhe expir'd the ſame 
Day, with violent Pains, and exceſſive Vomit- 
ings. Her Child was found dead, and its (4) 
Scull burnt up. She was juſt entering into her 


<—— —— 
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(a) Le Laboureur, Mayerne. M. S. Piereſc. 
(6) Mezeray, in his great Hiffory. 
(e) Mayerne Tu:quet's Hiſtory of Spain, Piereſe' M. S. 
(4) Le Laboureur, Mayerne, GGG. 
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four and twentieth Year, as well as Don Car- 
los, and was in the higheſt Perfection of her 
Beauty. 

FORTUNE puniſh'd the Death of theſe two 
illuſtrious Perſons ſo exemplarily, that the Me- 
mory of it ought not to be conceal'd from Po- 
ſterity. The Princeſs of Eboli's Beauty ſoon 
chang'd the King's Confidence into violent Love. 
Rui Gomez, her Husband, growing as jealous 
of the Secrets the King impartedto his Wife, as of 
the Favours ſhe granted the kein form'd a De- 
ſign of making away with her: But the Princeſs 
having diſcover'd it, prevented it, and made away 
with him. After this ſhe kept Don John always 
at a Diſtance from the Court, under the Pretence 
of ſeveral Employments: But, in effect, begauſe 
he wou'd treat her with the Authority, which 
their long and familiar Intercourſe had given him 
over her. She got the Government of Flanders 
for him, in Hopes he wou'd periſh there; as he 
wou'd certainly have done, if the Prince of Par- 
ma's Courage and Fortune had not ſav'd him. 
In this Conjuncture ſhe came to know, that he 
was appris' d of the ill Offices ſhe did him. The 
Apprehenſion ſhe was in, lett he might ruin her, 
by diſcovering to the King all that had paſt be- 
tween them, made her reſolve upon ſhewing 
his Majeſty the Prince of Crange's Letters, 
which were of extraordinary Conſequence. The 
Contents of them were, that a Marriage was 
concluded between Don John and the Queen of 
England; and that the Rebels of Holland had 
promis'd to acknowledge him for their Sove— 
reign, as ſoon as this Marriage ſhou'd be con- 
ſummated, without any other Conditions, than 
that of Liberty of Conſcience. Theſe Letters 

were 
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were deliver'd by Perez to the King, who 
ſtraight knew the Prince of Orange's Hand. 
As he abandon'd himſelf to his Fear in the 
Princeſs of Eboli's Preſence, ſhe took that Time 
to tell him the Anſwer Don John made for- 
merly to Don Carlos, who call'd him Baſtard. 
She put the King in Mind alſo of the Pride, 
with which the ſame Don John had receiv'd the 
Acclamations of the Army in Granada; where 
the Soldiers, charm'd with ſome noble Action 
of his, cry'd out in his Preſence, This is the 
true Son of the Emperor. To this ſhe added 
his obſtinate Deſire to be made King of Tunis; 
and the Loſs of the (a) Goletta, which he ſuffer'd 
to be taken, in Revenge of the King's not having 
favour'd his Deſign. Theſe ſeveral Reflections, 
Join'd to the preſſing Danger of the pretended 
Marriage of Ezglaxd, ſunk ſo deeply into the 
King's Mind, that, believing he had no Time to 
loſe, he found Means to ſend Don Jobn, by a 
Way not ſuſpected, a Pair of perfum'd Stock- 
ings, which coſt him his Life. Some Time af- 
ter it was dilcover'd, that the Princeſs of Eboli 
had procur'd thoſe Letters, which were pretend- 
ed to be intercepted, and had proy'd fo fatal to 
Don John, to be written on purpoſe by the 
Prince of Orange. The King conceiv'd ſuch 
Horror at this Wickedneſs, that it extinguiſh'd 
his Love. The Princeſs and Perez were con- 
fin'd to a Priſon, there to end their Days. Pe- 
rez, having afterwards made his Eſcape, wan- 
der'd miſcrably, the reſt of his Days, thro* 
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(a) A Fort in the King dom of Tunis in Barbary, built 
dy the Emperor Charles V. -— 
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all the Courts of Europe. Finally, Philip the 
Second himſelf, after having grown old amidſt 
the Griefs of ſo many Calamities, was ſeiz'd 
with a loathſome Ulcer, which bred a prodi- 
gious Quantity of Lice which devour'd him 
alive, and choak'd him when they found no far- 
ther Nouriſhment on his Body. 

Thus were expiated the lamented Deaths of 
a brave Heroick Prince, and of the moſt beau- 
tiful and virtuous Princeſs that ever was. Thus 
were their unfortunate Shades at length fully 
appeas'd, by the fatal Period which attended all 
the Accomplices of their Ruin, 
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Leonora de Ceſpeder. 
3 

EE Count de Belflor was one of 

the Principal Noblemeninthe Court 

of Spain; he fell deſperately in Love 

with Leonora de Ceſpedes, a young 
Lady of extraordinary Beauty, but 
had no Intention of marrying her; | 
the Daughter of a common Gentleman not 
ſeeming a proportionable Match, and thetefore 
he _ only to make her a Miſtreſs. In this 
View he follow'd her continually, and omitted 
5 no 
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gz Hiſtory of Count Belflor 

no Opportunity of expreſſing his Love by his 
Looks and Actions; but to ſpeak or write to 
her was impoſſible, becauſe ſhe was perpetually 
in Cuſtody to a vigilant auſtere Duenna, call'd 
the Lady Marcella. He was at his Wits End, 
and finding his Deſires enrag'd by the Difficul- 
ties which oppos'd them, was always contriving 
Means to deceive the She-Argus who watch'd 
his J. Leonora, on the other hand, obſerving 
the Inclination the Count had for her, was not 
able to avoid having the ſame for him; and this 
inſenſibly improv'd it ſelf, in her unwary Breaſt, 
2 a Paſſion which became at length very vio- 

ent. | 

T EINS were in this Situation, when Leo- 
nora and her unſleeping Governante, going out 
one Morning to Church, met an old Woman 
in the Street with the largeſt Rope of Beads on 
ner Hand, that Hypocriſy ever wore. She came 
up ts them with a very ſmooth and ſmiling Air, 
and addreſſing her ſelf to the Duenna; God lave! 
crys ſhe, Holy Peace be with you! Suffer 
me to ask, if you are not the Lady Marcella, 
the chaſte Widow of the late Signior Mar- 
in Rozette? The Governante anſwering, Ves; 
I have met you then, ſaid the Devotion in Years, 
very luckily, for my Buſineſs was to let you 
know I have an old Relation at my Lodging, 
who wants mightily to ſpeak with you. He ar- 
riv'd a few Days ago from Flanders; he knew 
your Husband, Madam, particularly well, and 
has Matters to acquaint you with of the higheſt 
Importance, He wou'd have waited on you at 
your Houſe, but the poor Man is really taken 
ill, and lyes now at the Point of Death. I live 
not above two Yards off; will you be fo kind 
as to follow me? TE 
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THE Governante, who had Senſe and Pru- 
gence enough, being afraid of taking a wrong 
Step, was at a Loſs what to reſolve: When the 
Beads-Bearer, imagining the Reaſon of her Em- 
barraſsment, immediately added; My dear Lady 
Marcella, you may truſt me with all the Safety 
in the World, my Name is /a Chichona. The 
Licentiate Marcos de Figueros, and the Batchelor 
Mira de Meſqua, will anſwer for me, as ſoon 
as for their own Grand-Mothers. Tho” I invite 
you to my Houſe, it is only for your Good; 
my Couſin is willing to reſtore you a Sum of 
Moo he borrow'd formerly of your Husband. 
At the Sound of the Word Reſtitution, Madam 
Marcella yielded; Come, Child, ſaid ſhe to Leo- 
nora, let us go and ſee this good Woman's 
— 38 it is an Action of Charity to viſit the 

ick. 

THEY were at la Chichona's Lodging in a 
Minute; ſhe led them into a Ground-Room, 
where they found a Man in Bed with a vene- 
rable white Beard, and who, if he was not ill, 
ſeem'd at leaſt to be ſo. Couſin, ſaid the Gran- 
dam, preſenting the Governante to him, here is 
the worthy Lady Marcella, whom you were 
wiſhing to ſpeak with, the Widow of your Bo- 
ſom-Friend Signior Kozette. The antient 
Gentleman, raiſing up his Head a little at theſe 
Words, faluted the Duenna, and having made 
Signs for her to draw near, when ſhe was by the 
Bed-fide, I thank Heaven, ſaid he with a feeble 
Voice, my dear Madam Marcella, for ſparin 
my Life till now; it was the only Thing 
'defir'd; I was afraid 1 ſhou'd have dy'd without 
the Satisfaction of ſeeing you, and putting into 
your own Hand the two hundred Ducats 1 
5 ate 


94 | Hiſtory of Count Belflor 


late Husband, my intimate Friend, lent me, to 
bring me off in a certaint Point of Honour I 
was embroil'd in ſome Time fince at Brees. 
Pray did you never hear him ſpeak of this Ad- 
venture? Alas, Sir, anſwer'd Marcella, he ne- 
ver utter'd a Syllable about it to me. Heaven 
reſt his Soul! He was ſo generous that he for- 
got the Services he did his Friends; and was ſo 
ar from reſembling thoſe ae e, Cox- 
combs, who boaſt of the Good they never did, 
that he neyer let me know he had oblig'd any 
one. He had certainly a noble Soul, reply'd the 
aged Gentleman, and I have more Cauſe to 
think ſo, than any Man; to convince you of it, 
I muſt relate to you the Affair, from which I 
was ſo happily reſcued by his Aſſiſtance. But 
as I have ſeveral Things to ſay which are of the 
utmoſt Conſequence to the 3 of the De- 
ceas'd, I ſhou'd be glad to mention them only 
ts this diſcreet Lady his Widow. | 
Wu then, ſaid /a Chichona, you may tell 
the Story to her in private; and in the mean 
Time this young Lady and my ſelf will ſtep in- 
to my Cloſet. Thus ſaying, ſhe left the Daenna 
with the fick Perſon, and carry'd Leonora into 
another Chamber, where, without any Preamble, 
ſhe thus began; Lovely Leonora, the Moments 
are too precious to be trifled with; you know 
the Count de Belflor by Sight; he has lov'd you 
long, and almoſt dy'd with Impatience to tell 
you ſo; but the Vigilance and Strictneſs of your 
Governante wou'd never allow him ſo great a 
Pleaſure. In this Deſpair, he had Recourſe to 
my Induſtry, and I have exerted it in his Be- 
half. The old Man you ſaw, is a young Valet 


of the Count's, andthe whole Affair is a Fiction 
| we 
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we have invented, to deceive your Governante, 
and draw you hither. 

As ſhe ended theſe Words, the Count, who 
was conceal'd behind the Tapeſtry, appear'd, 
and ran to throw himſelf at Leoxord's Feet: 
Madam, ſaid he, forgive the Stratagem of a 
Lover, who cou'd live no longer without 
ſpeaking with you. If this kind-natur'd Gentle- 
woman had not found a Way to procure me 
this Opportunity, I ſhou'd have abandon'd my 
ſelf to Deſpair. Theſe Words, pronounc'd 
with a moving Air, by a Man who was not 
diſpleaſing, troubled Leonora; ſhe ſtood in 
Doubt a while what Anſwer ſte ought to make; 
but recovering at laſt from her Perplexity, and 
looking angrily on the Count, Perhaps you think 
your ſelf, ſaid ſhe, wonderfully oblig'd to this 
officious Lady, who has ſerv'd you ſo well; 
but know, you ſhall receive very little Advan- 
tage from the Service ſhe has done you. Thus 
ſaying, ſhe advanc'd ſeveral Paces to go back 
into the other Room. The Count ſtopp'd her; 
Stay, ſaid he, adorable Leonora; vouchſafe to 
hear me a Moment: My Paſſion is ſo pure, that 
it ought not to allarm you. You have Reaſon, 
I confeſs, to diſapprove the Artifice I have us'd 
to obtain your Company; but have I not till 
this very Day attempted it in vain? For fix 
Months have I follow'd you to the Churches, 
to the Walks, and to the Plays; and have in- 
effectually ſought a lucky Hour to tell you, 
that you have charm'd me. Your cruel, your 
unrelenting Governante has always had the Cun- 
ning to defeat my Defires. Alas, inſtead of 
making the Stratagem I have been forc'd to em- 
ploy, a Crime in me, Pity me, beautiful Leo- 
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nora, for having ſuffer'd ſo tedious an ExpeQa- 

tion, and judge by your Charms of the deadly 

Pains they muſt have made me endure. 
BELFLOR was not wanting to atiiimate 


his Speech with all the Airs of Perſuaſion, 


which graceful Men underſtand to practiſe fo 
ſucceſstully: He let fall ſome Tears; Leonora 
was mov'd with them; and began, in ſpite of 
herſelf, to admit into her Breaſt Impreſſions of 
Tenderneſs and Pity ; but far from giving Way 
to them, the more ſhe felt them touch her, the 
more earneſt ſhe was to leave the Room. 
Count, ſaid ſhe, you ſpend your Breath in vain; 
I will not hear you. Do not hold me; let me 


be gone out of a Houſe, where my Virtue is in 


Danger; or by my Outcry J will bring in the 
whole Neighbourhood, and make your Auda- 
ciouſneſs publick. She ſpoke this with ſo big 
a Tone, that la Chichona, who had Reaſons enow 
to avoid coming in the Magiſtrates Way, begg'd 
the Count to puſh the Thing no farther. At 
which he ceas'd to oppoſe Leonora's Will; ſhe 
diſengag'd herſelf from his Hands; and, which 
nad never happen'd to any Virgin before, went 
the ſame out of the Cloſet, as ſhe came in. 
SHE made directly to her Governante, Come, 
Madam, faid ſhe, break off this impertinent 
Converſation: We are impos'd on; let us leave 
this dangerous Houſe. What is the Matter, 
Child, anſwer'd Marcella, with Aſtoniſhment, 
what makes you want to be gone ſo in a Hurry? 
You ſhall know, reply'd Leonora: But firſt let 
us fly; for every Moment I ſtay here gives me 
freſh Pain. As eager as the Duenna was to 


know the Occaſion of this haſty Parting, ſhe 


cou'd not be inform'd upon the Spot. She was 
| oblig'd 


—— we, lt LE RET LLASSASS —_—_ 
4 a 8. * — ö * * * * | 6. * oy.” PEN 4 7 o x FY , * 1 * 1 1 
A - 1:03:45 3h od I 13 

. ö 7 - 


and Leonora de Ceſpedes. 97 
oblig'd to yield to Leonora's Inſtances; accord- 
ingly they flew out of Doors in an Inſtant, lea- 
ving la Chichona, the Count and his Valet in the 
ſame Confuſion as the Actors are in, when they 
_ perform'd a Play which has been hiſs'd by 
the Pit. i 

WuHEN' Leonora ſaw her ſelf in the Street, 
ſne began in a mighty Agony to give her Go- 
vernante an Account of what had paſs'd in 1 
Chichona's Cloſet. Madam Marcella heard her 
very attentively; and when they came home, I 
muſt confeſs, Child, ſaid ſhe, what you have 
told me mortifies me extremely. How, in the 
Name of Wonder, cou'd I beſo over-reach'd 
by that doating old Woman? I made a Difficul- 
ty to follow her at firſt. I wiſh J had perſiſted 
in it. J ought to have diſtruſted the fair honeſt 
Face ſhe ſet upon the Matter. I have commit- 
ted a Folly not to be forgiven one of my Ex- 
perience. Why did-you not let me know the 
Cheat while we were in the Houſe? I wou'd 
have belabour'd the Faces of them; I wou'd 
have given Count Belflor his own in both Ears, 
and pull'd off the Beard of the counterfeit old 
Man in a trice. But I will ſtep back this Mo- 
ment, and return the Money I receiy'd there as 
the Reſtitution of a real Debt, and if I find them 
together, they ſhall loſe nothing by waiting. At 
this away ſhe ruſh'd full ſpeed to /2 Chichona's 
Lodgings. i 

THE Count was ſtill there: he was diſtracted 
at the bad Succeſs of his Stratagem; and ano- 
ther, in his Place, wau'd have abandon'd the De- 
ſign; but he was not at all diſhearten'd. With 
a thouſand good Qualities he had this ill one, 
that he reſign'd himſelf too much to the ſtron 
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Diſpoſition he had to Love; and when hefancy'd 
a Woman, purſu'd her Favours too impetuoully ; 
and tho' he was naturally an honeſt Man, he 
Was capable at ſuch a Time of violating the moſt 
ſacred Rights to accompliſh his Deſires. Re- 
flecting therefore, that it was impoſſible for him 
to carry the Point he propos'd without Madam 
Marcella's Aſſiſtance, he reſolv'd to ſpare no 
Colt to bring her into his Intereſt. This Duen- 
na, as ſevere as ſhe ſeem'd to be, wou'd not be 
Proof, he thought, to a conſiderable Preſent, 
and he was not miſtaken in his Opinion; and if 
there are Governantes who are faithful, it is be- 
cauſe the Gallants want either Generoſity or 
Riches. 

As ſoon as Madam Marcella enter'd the 
Door, and perceiv'd the three Perſons there ſhe 
wiſh'd for, ſhe burſt into Scolding like a Fury; 
ſhe call'd the Count a Million of ſcandalous 
Names, and ſent the Reſtitution-Ducats in a 
Volley at the Valet de Chambre's Head. The 
Count ſuſtain'd the Tempeſt with unparallel'd 
Patience, and falling on his Knees before the 
Duenna to make the Scene more affecting, 
preſs'd her to take the Purſe again, and offer'd 
her athouſand Piſtoles beſide, conjuring her to 
pity him. As her Compaſſion had never been 
ſolicited ſo powerfully before, ſhe was not in- 
exorable. She r huſh'd her Invectives, 
and comparing in her Thoughts the Sum now 

tender'd her, with the flender Recompence ſhe 
expected from Don Lewis, Leonora's Father, 
ſhe ſaw ſhe ſhou'd get more by miſ-leading Leo- 
zora from her Duty, than by retaining her in it. 
Accordingly, after ſome flight Contention, ſhe 
took the Purſe again, accepted the Offer of the 
i Piſtoles, 
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Piſtoles, and promis'd to ſerve the Count in his 
Amour, and conſcigntiouſly ſet about the Exe- 
cution of her Promiſe without Delay. 

As Leonora, ſhe knew, was of a virtuous 
Principle, ſhe was very cautious not to give her 
any Suſpicion of her Intelligence with the 
Count, leſt ſhe ſhou'd acquaint her Father; and 
projecting to ruin her in an artful Manner, 
ſhe thus began with her at her Return: I have 
ſatisfy'd my Indignation, Leonora; I catch'd the 
three Raſcals on the Spot, who were all a- 
maz'd at your couragious Retreat. I have 
threatned /a Chichona with your Father's Reſent- 
ment, and the Rigour of the Law, and heap'd 
upon Count Bel/fior all the ill Names my Paſſion 
cou'd ſuggeſt. I hope his Lordſhip will make 
no ſuch Attempt again, and that his Gallantries 
will ceaſe hereafter to exerciſe my Vigilance. I 
thank Heaven that by your Reſolution you have 
eſcap'd the Snare which was laid for you. I 
weep for Joy, and am in a Trauſport that he 
has reap'd no Advantage by his Artifice; for 
theſe great Lords take a Diverſion in ſeducin 
young Women. The Generality even of thoſe 
who value themſelves upon their Honeſty, make 
no Seruple of it; as if there was no Evil in ble- 
miſhing a Family. I do not ſay abſolutely the 
Count is one of this Character, nor that he means 
to delude you; we mult not always judge ill of 
our Neighbour : Perhaps his Detigns towards 
you are lawful; for tho* by his Rank, he may 
pretend to the firſt Alliances in the Court, 
your Beauty may have made him reſolve to mar- 
ry you. I remember alſo that in the Anſwers he 
made to my Re proaches, he intimated ſomethin 
of it to me. What do * ſay, good Governante 
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interrupted Leonora; if he had ſuch a Deſign, he 
wou'd have ask'd me of my Father before now, 
who wou'd not refuſe me to a Perſon of his 
Figure. <7 
'WHAT you ſay, reply'd the Governeſs, is 
very juſt, and I am of the fame Opinion ; this 
irregular Step of the Count looks ſuſpiciouſly, 
or rather his Intentions cannot be good. I cou'd 
afford to run back once more, and give him ano- 
ther Lecture. No, Madam, ſaid Leonora, it is 
better to forget what is paſt, and revenge our 
ſelves by flighting it. Very true, anlwer'd 
Madam Marcella, I believe that is the beſt Way; 
you have more Diſcretion than I. But on the 
other Hand, don't we miſ-judge the Count's 
Sentiments? How do we know he did not con- 
trive this in order to declare his Paſſion in a more 
delicate Manner? Perhaps he is willing, before 
he obtains your Father's Conſent, to pay you 
long Services, iu order to deſerve your Favour, 
and aſſure himſelf of your Heart, that your U- 
nion may be the more fix'd and charming. If it 
were ſo, Daughter, wou'd it be a mighty Crime 
to hearken to him? Open your Mind to me; 
you know my Tenderneſs for yon; tell me 
_ plainly, do you perceive an Inclination in your 
ſelf to the Count, or have you an Averſion to 
marry him? | 
Arx this malicious Queſtion, the too ſincere Le- 
onora calt down her Eyes, and bluſhing own'd, 
ſhe had no Diſlike to him; but as her Modeſty 
wou'd not ſuffer her to declare her felf more 
fully, the Dzezza preſs'd her again to conceal 
nothing; and the Governante's affectionate De- 
vlarations vanquiſhing her, Since you will have 
me ſpeak freely, Madam, ſays ſhe, know I . 
Ount 
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Count Belflor deſerving to be lov'd. He looks 
fo handſome, and I have heard him ſpoken of 
ſo advantagiouſly, that I cou'd not help being 
mov'd by his Gallantries. The indefatigable 
Application you have us'd to diſappoint them 
has often made me very uneaſy, and I confeſs I 
have lamented-it ſometimes, and by my Sighs 
recompenc'd the Trouble your Vigilance has 
made him ſufter. I will acknowledge alſo that 
inſtead of hating him after this raſh Action of 
his, my Heart, in Spite of me, excuſes him, and 
charges the Fault upon your Severity. Child, 
ſaid the Governante, ſince you give me Ground 
to believe his Addreſſes will be agreeable to you, 
I wow'd have you manage this Lover. The 
Service you offer to do me, reply'd Leonora 
tenderly, wins my Heart. Tho” the Count were 
not of the firſt Rank in the Court, tho? he were 
only a Gentleman, I ſhou'd prefer him to all o- 
ther Men; but tet us not flatter our ſelves; Bel- 
flor is a great Lord, and is undoubtedly deſtin'd 
for one of the richeſt Heireſſes of the Kingdom. 
Never let us fancy he will ſtoop to the Daugh- 
ter of Don Lewis, who has only a moderate 
Fortune to offer him. No, no, added ſhe, he 
has no ſuch favourable Sentiments for me. He 
does not look on me as one who deſerves to 
bear his Name; he only deſigns to injure me. 
War! cry'd the Dzenna, do you think he 
does not love you enough to marry you? Love 
works the greateſt Miracles every Day. It 
ſeems, according to your Opinion, there is an 
infinite Diſtance between the Count and you. 
Do your ſelf Juſtice, my good Child; it will 
be no Abaſement to him to marry you: You 
are of an antient Family of Quality, and he 
ne oF need 
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need not be aſham'd of your Alliance. Since 

ou have an Inclination for him, continu'd ſhe, 
I muſt talk with him: I will know the Bottom 
of his Deſigns; and if they are ſuch as they 
ought to be, I will flatter him with ſome De- 
gree of Hope. By no means, cry'd Leonora; I 
am againſt your going to him; for if he ſhou'd 
ſuſpe& my having any Part in that Step, he 
wou'd value me no longer. O, I have more 
Diſcretion than you imagine, reply'd the Lady 
Marcella ; 1 ſhall begin with reproaching him for 
having a Deſign to corrupt you; upon which he 
will not fail to be eager to juſtify himſelf; I 
will mind what he ſays, and ſhall diſcover what 
he means. In ſhort, Child, leave it to me, I 
will be as careful of your Honour as of my 
own. 

Taz Dxenna put on her Cloak, and went 
out at the Beginning of the Evening. She found 
Belflor lingring about Don Leuis's Houſe, and 

ve him an Account of the Converſation ſhe 

ad with her Miſtreſs, and did not forget to 
boaſt how ertfully ſhe had diſcover'd that ſhe 
lov'd him. Nothing cou'd be more grateful to 
the Count than this Diſcovery; he thank'd the 
good Lady Marcella for it, in the ſtrongeſt 
'Terms, that is, he promis'd to pay her the thou- 
ſand Piſtoles the next Day, and preſum'd upon 
the good Succeſs of his Enterpriſe, becauſe he 
knew a young Girl whoſe Affections are en- 

ag'd, is half conquer'd. They parted then 
_ wonderfully ſatisfy'd on each Side, and the Re- 
verend Duenna return'd to her Lodging. | 

LEONORA, who waited for her with much 
Uneaſineſs, ask'd her what News ſhe brought; 


The beſt in the World, anſwer'd the Gover- 
| | nante. 
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nante. I have ſeen the Count. I tell you, 


Child, his Intention is not criminal; he has no 


other Aim than to marry you. He has ſworn. 
ſo to me by every Thing that is moſl ſacred a- 
mong Men. I was not wheedled away by this, 


as you may think I was. If this is your Pur- 


poſe, ſaid I to him, why do not you make the 


uſual Advances to Don Lewis. Ah! my dear 
Marcella, anſwer'd he, without ſeeming embar- 
raſs*d at the Queſtion, wou'd you have approv'd 
it, that before I knew what Leonora thought of 
me, and following the "Tranſports of a blind 
Paſſion, I ſhou'd have tyrannically obtain'd her 
of her Father? No; her Repoſe is dearer to 
me than my own Defires, and I am too much 
a Man of Honour to venture to make her un- 


happy. | 

| Wn 1LEhewas talking after this manner, con - 
tinued the Duenna, I Obſerv'd him with the 
ſtricteſt Attention, and exerted all my Experience 
to diſcover by his Eyes whether he was really 
ſo heartily in Love as he repreſented. He ſeem'd 
to me to be ſeiz'd with a fincere Paſſion ; which 
made me ſo glad, that I had much to do to hide 
it from him. However when I was convinc'd 


of his Sincerity, in order to ſecure you ſo im- 


portant a Lover, I judg'd it proper to let him 
underſtand your Sentiments. My Lord, ſaid ], 
Leonora has no Averſion to you. I know ſhe 
eſteems you, and as far as I can judge, her 
Heart will not fly from your Purſuit. What do 
I hear? cry'd he in a Tranſport of Joy! Is it 
poſſible the charming Leonora ſhou'd be diſpos'd 
in my Favour? How infinitely am I oblig'd to 
you, good Marcella, for having reſcu'd me 
from ſuch a tedious Uncertainty? I am the 
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more raviſh'd with this News, as it comes from 
you. You who were always fo prejudic'd a- 

ainſt me, and have made me ſuffer ſo much. 

at compleat my Happineſs, my dear Marcella, 
introduce me to ſpeak with the Divine Leonora. 
I will plight my Faith to her, and ſwear before 
you to marry no other. To all this, purſu'd 
the Governante, he added other Things even 
more moving. Inſhort, my Daughter, he begg'd 
me in ſo preſſing a Manner to promiſe him a 
private Interview with you, that I cou'd not re- 
faſe him. Ah! why did you make him ſuch a 
Promiſe? cry'd Leonora with ſome Emotion. 
A diſcreet young Woman, you have told me 
a thouſand times, ought abſolutely to avoid thoſe 
Converſations, which are always dangerous. I 
agree, ſaid the Dzerna, that I have told you ſo, 
and it is a very good Maxim. But you may diſ- 
penſe with it upon this Occaſion, ſince you may 
look upon the Count as your Husband. He is 
not ſo yet, reply'd Leozora, and I ought not to 
ſee him till my Father has allow'd of his Appli- 
cation. 

Tux Lady Marcella at this repented ſhe had 
brought up the Girl io well, ſince there was ſo 
much Difficulty to overcome her Modeſty. 
However reſolving to carry her Point whatever 
it coſt her, My dear Leonora, ſaid ſhe, I am 
rejoyc'd to ſee you ſo reſerv'd. Happy Effect of 
my honeft Care! You have profited by the Leſ- 
ſons I have given you. I am charm'd with my 
Labour! But you go beyond what [ taught you, 
and carry my Inſtruction too far. Your Vir- 
tue, I find, is too rigid. As much as I am for 
encouraging Severity, I cannot approve of a ſour 
Diſcretion which is prejudic'd againſt Guilt and 
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Innocence without Diſtinction. A young Wo- 
man does not ceaſe to be virtuous by giving a 
Lover a Hearing, when ſhe knows the Chaſt- 
neſs of his Deſires; and it is not more criminal 
to anſwer his Paflion, than to be ſenſible of it. 
Rely upon me, Leonora; I have too much Ex- 
perience, and am too much in your Intereſt, to 
put you upon a Thing which may injure you. 
ALAS, where wou'd you have me fee the 
Count? ſaid Leonora. In your own Apart- 
ment, anſwer'd the Ouenna; that is the ſafeſt 
Place. I will introduce him thither To- mor- 
row in the Evening. You cannot have ſuch a 
Thought, reply'd Leonora; ſhall I ſuffer a Man 
Yes, you ſhall ſuffer him, interrupted the Go- 
vernante; it is no ſuch extraordinary Thing as 
you imagine. It is done every Day, and wou'd 
to Heaven all the Ladies who receive ſuch fort of 
Viſits had ſuch good Intentions as yours. Be- 
fide; what ſhou'd you fear? Shall not I be with 
you? If my Father ſhou'd ſurpriſe us? reply'd 
Leonora. ake e ſelf eaſy as to that, an- 
ſwer' d the Lady Marcella; your Father is very 
well ſatisfy'd in your Conduct: He knows my 
Fidelity ; and has an entire Confidence in me. 
Leonora being ſo ſtrongly urg'd by the Daenna, 
and ſecretly incited by her Love, cou'd refiſt no 
longer, but conſented to what was propos'd, 
TE Count was ſoon inform'd of it, and 
was ſo overjoy'd, that he gave his Agent five 
hundred Piſtoles upon the Spot, with a Ring of 
the ſame Value. The Lady Marce//a ſeeing he 
kept his Promiſe ſo well, ſcorn'd® td be leſs 
Toa in keeping hers. Accordingly the next 
ight, when ſhe thought the Houle was all ſet- 
tled, ſhe faſten'd a Ladder of Silk which the 
FF Count 
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Count had given her, to the Balcony, and there- 
by introduc'd him into her Miſtreſs's Apart- 
ment. | 

Tx young Lady in the mean time was full 
of reſtleſs Reffections. As much inclin'd as ſhe 
was to the Count, and in ſpite of all her Go- 
vernante cou'd ſay to her, ſhe reproach'd her ſelf 
for having had the Weakneſs to admit a Viſit 
which wou'd blemiſh her Duty; to receive into 
her Chamber by Night a Man who had not her 
Father's Approbation, and of whoſe real Senti- 
ments ſhe her ſelf was ignorant, ſeem'd an Action 

not only criminal, but what even her Lover muſt 
condemn. This laft Thought gave her molt 
Pain, and ſhe was taken up with it, when the 
Count came in. 

HE immediately threw himſelf at her Knees, 
to thank her for the Favour ſhe had done him. 
He ſeem'd to be wholly poſſeſs'd with Love and 
Gratitude, and aſſur'd her it was his Deſign to 
Marry her; yet as he did not enlarge upon that ſo 
much as ſhe cou'd have wiſh'd, Count, ſaid ſhe, 
Jam very willing to believe you have no other 
Intention than what you mention; but what- 
ever Aſſurances you are able to give me of it, 1 
ſhall always ſuſpe@ them, till they are autho- 
riz'd by my Father's Conſent. adam, an- 
ſwer'd Belflor, I ſhou'd have ask'd it long ago, 
if I had not been afraid of obtaining it at the Ex- 
pence of your Repoſe. I do not blame you for 
not having done it as yet, reply'd Leonora; nay, 
I approve your Nicety; but nothing reſtrains 
you now, and you muſt either ſpeak to Don 
Lewis out of hand, or reſolve to ſee me no 
more. | 


AND 
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AND why ſhou'd I not ſee you, beautiful Le- 
onora ; ſaid he, I wiſh you were more ſenſible of 
the Sweets of Love. If you underſtood how to 
love as well as I, you wou'd find a Pleaſure in 
receiving my Addreſſes in private, and in con- 
cealing them, at leaſt for a Time, from your 
Father's Knowledge, How charming is ſuch 
a ſecret Intelligence to two Hearts cloſely uni- 
ted! It may be ſuch to you, ſaid Leonora, but 
it wou'd only give me Trouble. This Delica- 
cy of Affection does not ſuit with a young Wo- 
man who is virtuous. Extol no more to 
me the Pleaſure of ſuch a blameable Com- 
merce. If you have any Eſteem for me, you 
will not propoſe it ; and if your Intentions are 
ſuch as you wou'd perſuade me they are, you 
ought in your Heart to cenſure me for not be- 
ing offended at it. But alas! added ſne, letting 
tall ſome Tears, I muſt impute this Affront on- 
ly to my own Weakneſs; I have deſerv'd it, by 

oing for you what I have done. | 5 

ADORABLE Leonora, cry'd the Count, you 
do me the higheſt Injury. Your Virtue is too 
ſcrupulous, and takes a. falſe Allarm. What, 
becauſe I have been happy enough to prevail on 
you to be favourable to my Love, are you a- 
traid I ſhou'd ceaſe to honour you? How un- 
juſt is this! No, Madam, I know the ineſtima- 
ble Value of your Kindneſs. It can never leſ- 
len my Eſteem of you, and I am ready to do 
what you require of me. I will ſpeak to Don 
Lewis T'o-morrow. I will uſe all my Power to 
get him to conſent to my Happineſs ; but-I will 
not conceal from you, that I tee little Appea- 
rance of it. What do you ſay? reply'd Leonora; 
can my Father refuſe the Application of a yu 
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of your Rank in the Court? It is my Rank, re- 
turn'd _— which makes me fear his Refuſal. 
You are ſurpris'd at my Words; but you will 
ſoon forbear to wonder. Some Days ago the 


King declar'd he wou'd marry me; he has not 


nam'd the Lady he deſigns for me; he has only 

iven me to underſtand ſhe is one of the firſt 
Quality, and that he has this Marriage very 
much at Heart. As I was ignorant What your 
Sentiments might be towards me, for your Se- 
verity, you know, has not ſufter'd me to diſco- 


ver them, I did not expreſs any Repugnance to 


his Will. After this, judge, Madam, whether 
Don Lewis will be willing to run the- Risk 
of drawing the King's Anger upon him by 


accepting me for his Son-in-Law. 


No, undoubtedly, ſaid Leonora; I know my 
Father, how advantageous ſoever your Alli- 
ance may be to him, will ſooner renounce it, 
than expoſe himſelf to the King's Diſpleaſure. 
But tho* my Father ſhou'd not oppoſe our Uni- 
on; we ſhou'd not be the better for it; for how 
can you give a Hand which the King intends 
to . 4 of elſewhere? Madam, anſwer'd Be/- 
flor, 1 will freely own to you, that this Circum- 
ſtance embarraſles me extremely. However I 
hope, by obſerving a very nice Conduct with the 
King, I ſhall manage his Mind ſo well and the 
Friendſhip he has tor me, that I ſhall find a 
Way to avoid the Misfortune which threatens 
me. You will be able to aſſiſt me in it, beauti- 
ful Leonora, if you think me worthy your Al- 
liance. In what Manner, faid ſhe, can I con- 
tribute to break off the Marriage the King has 
propos'd to you? Ah! Madam, reply'd he with 
a paſſionate Air, if you will receive my — 
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I can eaſily reſerve oy ſelf for you without of- 
fending my Prince. Permit me, lovely Leono- 
ra, added he, caſting himſelf at her Feet, permit 
me to marry you in the Preſence of the Lady 
Marcella, who will be a reſponſible Witneſs 
for the Sacredneſs of our Ingagement. I ſhall 
thereby deliver my ſelf without. Trouble from 
the cruel Bands which are preparing for me: 
For after this, when the King preſſes me to take 
the Lady he deſigns, I will throw my ſelf at his 
Feet, and tell him I have lov'd you long ſince, 
and have eſpous'd you privately. As eager as 
he may be to marry me with the other, he is 
too graciousto tear me from her I love, and too 
juſt to put ſuch an Affront upon your Family. 
What do you think, prudent Marcella, conti- 
nu'd he turning toward the Governante, what 
do you think of this Invention with which Love 
inſpires me? Iamcharm'd with it, ſaid the La- 
dy Marcella; it muſt be own'd. Love is very in- 
genious. And you, fair Leonora, ſaid the 
Count, what do you ſay to it? Will your Mind, 
rejudic'd with Diſtruſt, refuſe to approve it? 
o, anſwer'd Leonora, provided you will fetch 
my Father hither; I do not doubt but he will 
ſubſcribe to what you mention. Fs 
Wr mult by no Means acquaint him with it, 
interrupted the Daenna; you do not know Dan 
Lewis; he is too delicate in Points of Honour, 
to agree to private Amours. The Propoſal of 
a ſecret Marriage will offend him. Beſide, his 
Prudence will not fail to make him fear the Con- 
ſequences of an Union which will ſeem to claſh 
with the King's Deſigns. By this indiſcreet 
Proceeding you will give him a Suſpicion, his 
Eyes will be always watching our Actions, and 
| e 
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he will deprive you of the Means of ſeeing one 
another. Ah! I ſhou'd die with Grief at that, 
cry'd our Courtier. But, Madam Marcella, pur- 
ſu'd he affecting a troubled Air, do you really 
think Don Lewis wou'd reject the Propoſal of 
a conceald Marriage? Never doubt it, anſwer'd 
the Governante; tho* I ſhou'd be glad if he 
won'd like it. But regular and ſcrupulous as he 

is, he will never agree that the Ceremonies of the 
Church ſhou'd be omitted, and if they are per- 
form'd at your Marriage, the Thing will ſoon 
be divulg'd. 

An! my dear Leonora, ſaid the Count then, 
tenderly preſſing her Hand between his own, 
muſt we, to humour an idle Notion of Decen- 
cy, expoſe our ſelves to the dreadful Danger of 
being ſeparated for ever? You need no one be- 
fide your ſelf to give your ſelf to me. Your 
Father's Conſent perhaps may make you leſs 
uneaſy ; but fince the Lady Marcella has ſhewn 
us the Impoſſibility of obtaining it, yield to my 
innocent Deſires; receive my Heart and my 
Hand; and when it ſhall be a fit Time to inform 
Don Lewis of our Contract, we will acquaint 
him with the Reaſons we had to hide it from 
him. Well, Count, ſaid Leonora, I conſent to 

our not ſpeaking of it to my Father ſo ſoon. 
ut ſound the King's Mind, and before I re- 

ceive your Hand in private, talk with him, and 
tell him, if there is Occaſion, that you have e- 
ſpous'd me ſecretly. Try by this falſe Decla- 
ration------ O, no, Madam, reply'd Belflor, I 
am too great an Enemy of Lying, to dare to 
undertake ſuch a Fiction; I cannot betray my 
felf ſo far. Beſide, I know the King; if he 
ſhou'd happen to find out that J deceiv'd 
-= nm, 
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him, he wou'd not forgive me while he 
liv'd. 

IT wou'd be endleſs to repeat Word for 
Word all that Be/flor ſaid ro ſeduce this inno- 
cent Lady. But tho' he ſwore he wou'd as foon 
as poſſible publickly confirm the Faith he gave 
her in private, and call'd Heaven to witneſs to 
his Oaths, he cou'd not triumph over Leonora's 
Virtue; and the Day beginning to appear, ob- 
lig*d him in ſpite of him to withdraw. 

THE next Day, the Governante believing it 
concern'd her Honour, or rather her Intereſt, 
not to abandon her Enterpriſe; Leonora, cry'd 
ſhe, I am at a Loſs what to ſay to yon. I ſee 
you are ſet againſt the Connt's Paſſion, as if it 
were intended only for a Gallantry. Have you 
obſery'd any Thing in his Perſon that offends 
you? No, Madam, anſwer'd Leonora; on the 
contrary, he never ſeem'd more amiable; and 
his Converſation has made me diſcover new 
Charms in him. If it is ſo, reply'd the Gover- 
nante, I do not comprehend you. You arepre- 
judic'd for him with a violent Inclination, and 
you refuſe to agree to a Thing, the Neceſſity of 
which has been ſhewn you. other, return'd 
the Daughter of Don Lewis, you have more 
Prudence and more Experience than I. Bat 
have you well conſider'd the Conſequences of 
a Marriage contracted without my Father's 
Leave? Yes, yes, ſaid the Duenna, I have 
made all the Reflections upon it neceflary ; and 
am ſorry to ſee yon fo obſtinately oppoſe the 
ſhining Advancement Fortune offers you. Take 
Care your Stubbornneſs does not weary out and 
baffle your Lover. Be afraid leſt he fnou'd turn 
his Eyes upon the Promotion of his Foo 
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which the Violence of his Paſſion now makes 
him negle&. Since he is willing to give you 
his Faith, accept it without heſitating. His 
Word binds him; nothing is more ſacred to a 
Man of Honour. Beſide, I am Witneſs that 
he owns you for his Wife. Do not you know 
that ſuch an Evidence as mine is ſufficient to 
caſt at Law a Lover who ſhou'd preſume to 

i himſelf? 12 
T was by ſuch Diſcourſes as theſe that the 
perfidious Marcella ſtagger'd Leonora, who in 
a few Days after reſign'd her ſelf very innocent- 
ly to the evil Intentions of the Count; whom 
the Duenna introduc'd every Night into her Mi- 
ſtreſs's Chamber by the Balcony, and let him 

out before Day. 

ONE Night, when ſhe had ſummon'd him 
away ſomething later than ordinary, and the 
Morning already began to peep, he ſtarted up in 
haſte to get down into the Street, but had the 
Misfortune to take his Meaſures ſo wrong, 
that he fell to the Ground. Don Leuis de Ceſ- 
pedes, who lay in the Chamber over his Daugh- 
ter's, and was up early that Morning a- 
bout ſome very urgent Affairs, heard the Noiſe 
of the Fall; he open'd his Window to ſee what 
it was, and perceiv'd a Man endeavouring to 
riſe with much Difficulty, and the Lady Mar- 
cella in his Daughter's Balcony, who was pul- 
ling up the Silk-Ladder, which the Count 
had not made ſuch good Ule of in deſcending as 
in mounting. He rubb'd his Eyes, and took 
this Spectacle at firſt for an Illuſion; but having 
thro'ly conſider'd it, he concluded it was 
real, and that the Day-Light, as weak as it was, 
diſcover'd his Diſhonour too clearly. Reing 
| | - VEX'C 
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vex'd at this fatal Sight, and tranſported by a juſt 
Fury, he went down in his Gown to Leonora's 
Room, with his Sword in one Hand, and a 
Candle in the other, in order to ſacrifice her 
and the Governante to his Reſentment. He 
knock'd at the Chamber Door, and order'd 


them to open it: They knew his Voice, and 
obey'd him trembling. He enter'd with a fu- 


rious Air, and ſhewing his naked Sword to their 
aſtoniſh'd Eyes; I come, ſaid he, to waſh out 
with the Blood of an infamous Child, the Af- 
front ſhe has done to her Father, and to puniſh 
at the ſame time the lewd Governante who has 
betray'd my Truſt. | 

THE both threw themſelves on their Knees 


before him; and the Duenna beginning, Sir, ſaid 


the, before we receive the Chaſtiſement you pre- 
are for us, vouchſafe to hear me a Moment. 
Well, baſe Wretch, reply'd the old Man, I 
conſent to ſuſpend my Vengeance for an In- 
ſtant. Speak, let me know all the Circumſtan- 


ces of my Misfortune; but why do I ſay all the 
Circumſtances? I am ignorant but of ene, and 
that is, the Name of the audacious Villain who: 
diſhonours my Family. Sir, anſwer'd the Lady 


Marcella, the Count de Belflor is the Gentleman 
concern'd. The Count de Belflor! cry'd Don 


Lewis; where has he ſeen my Daughter? By 
what Means has he ſeduc'd her, hide nothing 
from me. Sir, return'd the Governante, I will 


relate you the Story with all the Sincerity I 
can. 


SHE repeated to him then very artfully all 


the Diſcourſes ſhe had made Leonora believe the 
Count had held with her; and painted him in 


the brighteſt Colours of a Lover, tender, nice 


and 
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and true. As ſhe cou'd not eſcape diſcovering 
the I'ruth, ſhe was oblig'd to ſpeak it: but en- 
larg'd on the Reaſons which they had to make 
that private Marriage without his Knowledge,and 
| ſo happy a Turn, that ſhe appeas'd the 
aſſion of Doz Lewis. She diſcern'd it; and in 
order to bring him perfectly into Temper, 
This Sir, ſaid ſhe, is what you delir'd to know. 
Puniſh as now, plunge your Sword in Leono- 
ra's Boſom. But what do I ſay? Leonora is in- 
nocent, and has only follow'd the Counſels of 
her to whom you committed her Conduct. It 
is my ſelf alone upon whom the Stroke ought 
to fall. It is I who have iatroduc'd the Count 
into your Daughter's Apartment. It is I who 
have made the Knot which binds them. I ſhut 
my Eyes to all the Irregularities of a Contract, 
which was not authoris'd by you, in order to ſe- 
cure to you a Son-in-Law, thro* whoſe Hands 
all the Favours of the Court at preſent are diſ- 
ns'd. I had no other View than Leonora's 
appineſs, and the Advantage your Family 
might derive from ſuch an Alliance, and the 
N of my Zeal has made me betray my 

uty. | 
WII I the crafty Marcella was pleading in 
this Manner, her Miſtreſs wept without ceaſing, 
and ſhew*d ſo deep a Sorrow, that the good 
old Man cou'd not reſiſt it. He was ſoften'd 
by it, and his Anger chang'd to Compaſſion. He 
drop'd his Sword, and putting off the Air of 
an incens'd Father, Ah! my Daughter, cry'd he 
with Tears in his Eyes, how fatal a Paſſion is 
Love! Alas, you know. not all the Reaſons 
you have to afflict your ſelf. The Shame alone 
Which ariſes from the Preſence of a Father who 
as 
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has ſurpris'd you, now excites your Tears. 
You do not yet foreſee all the Occaſions of 
Grief, which your Lover perhaps is preparing 
for you. And upon what a Rock, imprudent 
Marcella, has your indiſcreet Zeal for my Fa- 
mily thrown us? The Alliance of ſuch a Man 
as the Count, was enough, I confeſs, to dazle 
you; and it is that alone which ſaves you in 
my Opinion; but Wretch as you are, ſhou'd 
you not have diſtruſted a Lover of his Cha- 
racter? The more Intereſt and Favour he has, 
the more ought you to be on your Guard againſt 
him. If he ſhou'd make no Scruple to violate 
his Faith to Leonora, what muſt I do? Shall I 
ask the Relief of the Laws? A Perſon of his 
Rank will eaſily protect himſelf from their Ri- 
our. I wiſh he may be true to his Oaths, and 
ave a Mind to keep his Promiſe to my Daugh- 
ter; but if the King, as he told you, deſigns to 
have him marry another Lady, it is to be fear'd 
he will oblige him to it by his Authority. 
As for obliging him to it, Sir, interapted Leo- 
zora, We have no Cauſe to be allarm'd at that. 
The Count has very well aſſur'd us, the King 
will not offer ſo great a Violence to his Incli- 
nation. I am perſuaded of it, ſaid the Lady 
Marcella; the King loves his Favourite too 
much, to uſe him ſo tyrannically, and is too 
enerous to be willing to bring ſuch a mortal 
Affliction on the brave Dow Lewis de Ceſpedes, 
who has ſpent his beſt Days in ſerving the State. 
Heaven graut, reply'd the old Maa ſighing, 
that my Fears may be vain! I will go to the 
Count, and demaud him to explain hunſelf on 
this Subject. A Father's Eyes are quick-ſighted. 
I hall ſee to the Bottom of his Soul. = - 


— 


116 Hiſtory of Count Belflor 


find him in the Diſpoſition I wiſh, I ſhall for- 

ive what 'is paſs'd; but, added he in a bigger 
Tone, if in his Diſcourſe I difcern a perfidious 
Heart, you ſhall both away to a Retirement, 
there tolament your Imprudence the reſt of your 
Days. At theſe Words he took up his Sword, 
and leaving them to recover from the Fright in 
which he had put them, hereturn'd to his Cham- 
ber to dreſs. 

EARLY in the Morning Don Leis went to 
the Count, who not ima ining that he was dil- 
cover'd, was ſurptis'd at his Viſit. He came out 
to meet the old Gentleman, and having ſmo- 
ther'd him almoſt with his Erabraces ; Doz Lew- 
7s, ſaid he, I am overjoy'd to ſee you here. Is 
there any Opportunity for me to ſerve you? My 
Lord, anſwer'd Don Lewis, give Orders, if you 
pleaſe, that we may be alone. Be/flor obey'd; 
and being both ſeated, Don Lewis thus began: 
My Lord, ſaid he, my Honour and my Repoſe 
require the Explanation from you which came 
to ask. I ſaw you this Morning go out of Leo- 
#ora's Apartment. She has confeſs'd the whole 
to me, and has told me---She has told you that I 
love her, (interrupted the Count, in order to 
turn off a Diſcourſe he was unwilling to un- 
derſtand,) but ſhe has very faintly expreſs'd to you 
all I feel for her. I am charm'd with her, ſhe 
is beyond Deſcription. Wit, Beauty, Virtue, 
and all other Accompliſhments are in her to Per- 
fection. I have heard you have a Son alſo, 
who follows his Studies at Alcala; pray, is he 
like his Siſter? If he has her Beauty, and reſem- 
bles you in other Reſpects, he muſt be a com- 
pleat Gentleman. I dye with Deſire to ſee him, 
* offer you what Intereſt I have to We 
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1 am greatly indebted to you for this Offer, 
return'd Don Lewis gravely ; but let us. come to 
that which-----He muſt be put into the Service 
out of Hand, interrupted the Count. I under- 
tak e for his Fortune, and can aſſure you, he ſhall 
not grow old among the Croud of inferior Of- 
ficers. Anſwer me, Count, reply'd the old 
Gentleman roughly, and ceaſe to divert the Diſ- 
courſe, Do you deſign, or not, to keep the 
Promiſe-----Yes undoubtedly, interrupted Bel- 
flor a third time, I will keep the Promiſe I make 
you to ſupport your Son with all my Intereſt. 
Depend upon me; I am a Man of Integrity. 
This is too much, Count, cry'd Ceſpedes riting; 
after having ſeduc'd my Daughter, you have the 
Boldneſs alſo to inſult me. But I am a Gen- 
tleman, and the Affront you offer me ſhall not 
go unpuniſh'd. Having ſaid theſe Words, he 
went away with a Heart full of Reſentment, 
and revolving a Thouſand Projects of Revenge 
in his Mind. | 

WHEN he came home, ſays he to Leonora 
and the Lady Marcella with the higheſt Agi- 
tation, It was not without Reaſon that ] ſuſ- 
pected the Count; he is a Traytor, and I will 
be reveng'd on him. As for you, to-Morrow 
you ſhall both go into a Convent. You have 
nothing to do, but to prepare for it, and thank 
Heaven that my Anger is contented with this 
Chaſtiſement. Thus ſaying he ſhut himſelf up 
in his Cloſet, to conſider ſoberly what Meaſures. 
to take in ſo curious a Conjuntture. 

WHAT was Leonora's Grief, when ſhe heard 
that Be/flor was falſe ! ſhe ſtood ſome time 
without Motion. A deadly Paleneſs over- 
{ſpread her Countenance; her Spirits forſook oy 
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and ſhe fell down in the Arms of her Gover- 
nante, who thought ſhe was going to expire. 
The Duenna try'd every way to bring her out of 
her Swoon; ſhe ſucceeded, and Leonora came 
to her Senſes; ſhe open'd her Eyes, and ſeeing 
the Governante buſy'd in helping her, How bar- 
barous are you, faid ſhe, fetching a profound 
Sigh! why have you brought me fromthe Happ 
Condition in which I was ? I was not then ſenſi- 
ble of the Horror of my Deſtiny. Why did you 
not let me Dye? you who know the Sorrows 
which muſt diſturb the Quiet of my Life, why 
have you ſav'd me? | 
MARCEL LA endeavour'd to comfort her, 
which only made her grieve the more. All your 
Words, cry'd the Daughter of Don Lewis, are 
ſuperfluous. I will hear nothing. Do not 
loſe Time in oppoſing my Deſpair, you 


_ onght rather to promote it; you who have 


plung'd me in this Abyſs. Tt was you who 
anſwer'd for the Count's Sincerity ; and with- 
out you I ſhou'd not have yielded to the Incli- 
nation I had for him. I ſhou'd have vanquiſh'd 
it by Degrees; at leaſt he wou'd have receiv'd 
no Advantage from it. But I will not, purſu'd 
ſhe, impute my Misfortune to you; I charge it 
on my ſelf. I ſhou'd not have follow'd your 
Counſels, in accepting the Vow of a Man with- 


my Father's Knowledge. As glorious as the 


Courtſhip of the Count de Belflor might be to 
me, I ſhou'd have deſpis'd it, rather than encou- 
rag'd it at the Expence of my Reputation. 
In: ſhort, I ought to have diſtruſted him, and 
yon, and my ſelf, after having been ſo weak as 
to reſign my ſelf to his perfidious Oaths; after 
the Affliction I have caus'd to the unhappy Don 

Lewis, 
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Lewis, and the Diſhonour I have done my Family, 

I abhor my felf; and, far from fearing the Re- 
treat with which I am threaten'd, I cou'd wil- 
lingly hide my Head in the moſt hideous Ob- 
ſcurity. As the ſpoke thus, ſhe was not con- 
tent to weep plentifully, but rent her Garments, 


and tore her beautiful Hair for the Injuſtice of 


her Lover. 

Tre Duenna, in order to conform her ſelf 
to her Miſtreſs's Sorrow, did not ſpare her 
Grimaces. She dropp'd fome Tears which ſhe 
had at Command, and made a thouſand Impre- 
cations againſt Men in general, and againſt Be- 
flor in particular. Is it poſſible, cry'd ſhe, that 
the Count, who appear'd to me ſo full of Truth 
and Probity, ſhou'd be wicked enough to de- 
ceiveus both? I cannot recover from my Surpriſe, 
or rather I cannot perſuade my ſelf of it. 1 

INDEED, ſaid Leonora, when I repreſent 
him to my ſelf at my Knees, what Virgin wou'd 
not have truſted his tender Air, and his Oaths 
to which he ſo boldly call'd Heaven to Witneſs, 
and the Tranſports he conſtantly expreſs'd? His 


Eyes alſo ſhew'd even more Love, than his Tongue 


utter'd: In ſhort, he ſeem'd to be enchanted 
with the Sight of me. No, he did not deceive 
me: I cannot think ſo. My Father perhaps 
has not talk'd to him with ſufficient Diſcretion : 
They were both angry, and the Count has an- 


ſwer'd him more like a great Lord than a Lover. 


Yet perhaps I flatter my ſelf: I muſt get out 
of this Uncertainty. I will write to Belflor, and 
acquaint him, that I expect him to Night; I 
muſt have him come to ſatisfy my Heart, or 
confirm his Treachery himſelf. The. Lady 
Marcella applauded the Deſign; and IS 

ome- 
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ſome Hope, that the Count, as ambitious as he 
was, wou'd be tonch'd with the Tears which 
Leonora wou'd ſhed at the Interview, and re- 
ſolve to marry her. 

IN the mean time Be/flor having rid himſelf 
of honeſt Don Lewis, began to reflect on the 
Conſequences which might ariſe from the Re- 
ception he gave him. He rightly judg'd that 
the Family of the Ceſpedes, being provok'd at 
the Injury, wou'd meditate Revenge. But this 
troubled him very little. The Intereſt of his 
Love affected him much more: Leonora he 
thought wou'd be ſent to a Monaſtery, or 
at leaſt that ſhe wou'd be kept up; and 
that in all Appearance he ſhou'd ſee her 
no more. This Apprehenſion afflicted him; 
and he was ſtudying ſome Means to prevent this 
Nlis fortune, when his Servant brought him a 
Letter, which the Lady Marcella had juſt put 
into his Hands. It was from Leonora, and theſe 
were the Contents: To-morrow 1 maſt leave 
the World, and go and bury my ſelfin a Retreat. To 
fee my ſelf d:ſhononr'd, and become odious to my Fa. 
mily and my ſeif,is the deplorable Condition towhich 
I am reduc'd by having hſten'd to you. I expect 
you to Night. In my Deſpair I ſeek for new 
Torments. Come and own to me that your Heart 
had no Part in the Oaths your 72. pro- 
nounc d; or juſtify them by a Behaviour which 
alone can ſoften the Rigour of my Deſtiny. As 
there may be ſome Danger in this Meeting, after 
what has paſs'd between you and my Father, bring 
ſome Friend with you. Tho you make all the 
CUnhappineſs of my Life, I feel my ſelf yet cou- 


cern'd for yours. 


T HE 
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Tk Count read the Letter two or three 
times, and repreſenting to himſelf Leonora in the 
Situation ſhe deſcrib'd, he was mov'd. He 
turn'd his Thoughts inward; Reaſon, Probity 
and Honour, all the Laws of which his Paſſion 
had made him violate, began to reſume their Em- 
pire over him. He felt his Blindneſs break away 
at once; and as a Man coming out of a violent 
Fit of a Feaver bluſhes at the extravagant Words 
and Actions which eſcap'd him, he was aſham'd 
.of all the baſe Artifices he had employ'd to ac- 


compliſh his Defires. Wretch, ſaid he, what 


have I done? What Demon has poſleſs'd me? 
I have promis'd Leonora Marriage; and have 
taken Heaven to Witneſs. I have feign'd that 
the King had propos'd a Match to me. Lying, 
Perfidiouſneſs and Sacrilege, all I have made 
uſe of to corrupt the Innocent. What a Madneſs 
was it! Wou'd it not have been better to have 
exerted my Endeavours to ſubdue my Love, 
than to have ſatisfy d it by ſuch criminal Ways? 
In the mean while here is a Virgin of Rank A- 
duc'd. I abandon her to the Rage of her Rela- 
tions whom I diſhonovur with her, and I make 


her miſerable for having made me happy. What 


Ingratitude is this! Ought I not rather to repair 
her Honour, and the Outrage I have done her? 
Yes, L ought; and Iwill, by marrying her, fulfill 
the Promiſe I have given. Who can oppoſe ſo 
juſt a Deſign? Shou'd her Favours prejudice 
me againſt her Virtue? No; I am ſenſible how 
much it colt me to overcome her Reſiſtance. She 
ſurrender'd not fo much to my Tranſports, as to 


the Faith I Lwore---- But on the other Hand, if 


[ acquieſce in this Choice, I do my ſelf a confi- 
detable Injury. I, who may aſpire to the moſt 
Vor.1l. nc ble 
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noble and the. richeſt Heireſs' of the Kingdom, 
ſhallI content my ſelf with theDaughter ofa com- 
mon Gentleman, who has only a moderate 
Eſtate? What will they think of me at Court? 
They will ſay I have marry'd very fooliſhly. 

BELFLORXR, divided thus between Love 
and Ambition, knew not what to reſolve ; but 
tho”. he was uncertain whether he ſhou'd marry 
Leonora, or not, he yet determin'd to go to her 
the next Night. 

DON LEWIS, on his Part, ſpent the Day 
in conſidering how to reſtore his Honour. He 
thought it was a very tender Conj uncture. To 
have Recourſe to the Laws, wou'd render his 
Diſgrace more publick ; befides, he fear'd Ju- 
ſtice wou'd be on one Side, and the Judges on 
the other; and he dar'd as little to go and fling 
himſelf at the King's Feet. As he believ'd the 
King had a Deſign to marry Belflor, he was a. 
fraid his Application wou'd be in vain. There 
remain'd no Remedy therefore but that of Arms, 
and this was what he fix'd on. In the Heat of 
his Reſentment, he was tempted to ſend the 
Count a Challenge; but reflecting that he was 
too old and too feeble to venture to truſt his 
Arm, he choſe rather to commit it to his 
Son, whoſe Thruſts, he thought, wou'd be more 
ſure than his own. Accordingly he ſent a Ser- 
vant to Alcala with a Letter for his Son, in 
which he charg'd him to come to Madrid im- 
mediately, to revenge an Affront offer'd to the 
Family of the Ceſpedes. 

His Son, whoſe Name was Don Pear, 
was a Gentleman of eighteen Years old, perfect- 
ly well-made; and fo brave, that in the Town 
.of Alcala he paſs'd for the greateſt Hero among 


the Scholars in the Univerſity. He was not then 
at 
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at Alcala, as his Father imagin'd; for a Deſire of 
ſeeing a Lady whom he lov'd, had drawn him 
to Madrid: The laſt time he had been there to 
viſit his Family, he had made this Conqueſt at 
the (a) Pardo. He did not know her Name; 
and was injoin'd not to enquire after it; and 
heſubmitted, tho' with a great deal of Difficulty, 
to this cruel Neceflity. It was a young L 
of Quality, who had conceiv'd a Kindneſs for 
him, and thinking ſhe ought to diſtruſt the 'Diſ- 
cretion and Conſtancy of a Scholar, ſhe judg'd 
it proper to prove him well, before ſhe diſco- 
ver'd her ſelf to him. Dos Pedro's Head ran 
more upon his unknown Miſtreſs, than upon 
Ariſtotle's Philoſophy; and the Shortneſs of the 
Way from Madrid to Alcala invited him fre- 
quently to play the Truant to ſee her. To con- 
ceal theſe amorous Journies from his Father, he 
us'd to lodge in a Publick Houſe at the End of 
the Town, where he took Care to hide himſelf 
under a borrow'd Name. He never went out 
but in the Morning, at a certain Hour, when 
he repair'd to a Houſe where this Lady, who 
ſpoil'd his Studies, was ſo kind as to meet him, 
accompany'd with her Chamber-Maid. Afeer 
which he kept eloſe in his -Quarters the reſt of 
the Day; but to make Amends, when Night 
came he rambled over the whole Town. 

Ir happen'd one Night, as he was walking 
thro' a By-Street, he heard ſome Voices and In- 


ſtruments which ſeem'd to deſerve his Atten- 


tion. He ſtopp'd to liſten: It was a Serenade 


8 


8 


(a) A large Foreſt with a Pleaſure- Eunſe near Madrid, 
The 


belonging to the Kings of yo | 
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"The Cavalier who gave it was fuddled, and na- 
urally, brutal. He no ſooner diſcern'd our 
Scholar, than he went up to him haſtily ; and 
without other Compliments, Friend, ſaid he in 
a ſurly Tone, go your Way, I love no imper- 
tinent Hearkners. I might have withdrawn, 
anſwer' d Don Pedro ſhock'd at theſe Words, if 
you had defir'd me with a better Grace, but now 
I mean to ſtay to teach you how to ſpeak. Let 
us ſee then, reply'd the Maſter of the Conſort 
drawing his Sword, which of us ſhall give Place 
to the other. Don Pedro laid his Hand alſo on 
his Sword; and they began to fight. Tho' the 
Serenade- Gentleman acquitted himſelf with 
Skill enough, he cou'd not parry a mortal Puſh, 
which laid him flat on the Ground. All the 
Partners in the Muſick, who had thrown by their 
Inftruments, and drawn their Swords to run in 
to his Aſſiſtance, came upto revenge him. They 
attack'd Don Pedro in a Body, who on this Oc- 
caſion ſhew'd what he was able to do. Beſide 
his parrying all their Paſſes with a ſurpriſing A- 
gility, he made home Thruſts, and held them all 
in Play at a time. However they were fo fleſh'd, 
and ſo many in Number, that as good a Swords- 
man as he was, he cou'd not have ſav'd himſelf, 
if the Count de Belflor, who was then going a- 
| longs had not taken his Part. 
HE Count had Courage, and was very ge- 
nerous. He cou'd not ſee ſo many upon a 
ſingle Man without interpoſing on his Side. He 
drew, and planting himſelf by Don Pedro, preſs'd 
the Serenaders ſo warmly, that they all took to 
their Heels, ſome being wounded, and others 
fearing to be ſo. After theirRetseat, the Scho- 
lar wou'd have thank'd the Count for the Suc- 


COur 
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cour he had given him, but Bel/flor interrupted 


him; Let us leave this Diſcourſe, ſaid he; are 


ou not wounded? No, anſwer'd Don Pedro. 
us make off then, reply'd the Count; I ſee 
you have kilPd a Man; It is dangerous for you: 


to ſtay longer in this Street; the Officers of Ju- 


ſtice may ſurpriſe you. They poſted away, and 
turn'd into another Street, and being got to- 
ſome Diſtance from that where the Combat hap- 
pen'd, they ſtopp'd. 


DON PEDRO, urg'd by the Motions of 
a juſt Gratitude, begg'd the Count not to con- 
ceal from him the Name of a Cavalier, to whom 


he was fo highly oblig'd. Be/flor told it him ve - 
ry readily, and alſo ask'd him his. The Scho- 


lar, not caring to diſcover himſelf, anſwer'd he 


was eall'd Don Juan de Matos, and aſſur'd him 
he ſhou'd always remember what he had done 
for him. 8 you an Opportunity, ſaid 
the Count, this Ni 
I have a Meeting upon my Hands, which may 
dangerous; and was going to look fora Friend 
to bear me Company. I know your Bravery ; may 
] ask you, Don Fuan, to go with me? To doubt 
it, return'd the Scholar, is to affront me; I can- 
not makea better Uſe of the Life you have ſav'd,, 
than to risk it for you. Come on; I am ready 
to follow you. Belflor then carry'd Don Pedro 
to Don Lewis's Houſe, and both of them got up 
by the Balcony to Leonora's Apartment. As 


Dox Lewis had remoy'd ſome Days before to a- 
nother Quarter of the Town, his Son did not. 


know it was his Father's Houſe into which the 


Count introduc'd him, neither did he perceive it 


was the good Lady Marcella who uſher'd them 


in, becauſe ſhe receiv'd them without Light in 


G 3 an. 
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an Anti- chamber, where Belflor defir'd his Com- 
4 — to ſtay while he was in his Lady's Room. 

he Scholar obey'd, and ſate down in a Chair, 
with his naked Sword in his Hand for fear of a 
Surpriſe. He began to think upon Bel/flor's Suc- 
ceſs in his Amour, and wiſh'd tobe as happy him- 
ſelf; for tho' he was not us'd ill by his unknown 
Miſtreſs, yet ſhe was not quite ſo gracious to 
him as Leonora was to the Count. As he was 
purſuing theſe Reflections, he heard ſome Body 
erying gently to open a Door which was not 
that of the Lover's Chamber, and he ſaw a Light 
thro' the Key-hole. He ſtarted up, and advanc'd 
towards the Door, and haſtily prefented his 
Sword at his Father, who was coming to Leo- 
nora's Apartment, to ſee whether the Count 
was not there. The good Man did not believe, 
that, after what had paſs'd, his Daughter and 
Marcella wow'd dare to admit him again; and 
therefore he had not caus'd them to lie in ano- 
ther Apartment. However it came into his 
Mind, an rey they _ _ the Monaſtery 
the next Day, perhaps they might be willing to 
{ee him for the laſt Time. Whoever 110% Ang 
ſaid the Scholar, come not in here; if thoudoſt, 
it will coſt thee thy Life. At theſe Words Don 
Lewis look'd on Den Pedro, who alſo look'd 
earneſtly on him. They knew each other; Ah! 
my Son, cry'd the old Man, how impatiently 
have I expected you? Why did not you let me 
know you were come? Were you afraid of di- 
ſturbing my Reſt? Alas! I can take none in the 
cruel Situation I am in. O my Father, ſaid 
Don Pedro very much troubled, is it you I ſee? 
Are not my Eyes deceiv'd by ſome falſe Reſem- 
blance? Whence proceeds this Aſtoniſhment ? 

; re- 
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reply'd Don Lewis; are you not in your Fa- 
ther's Houſe? Did not I ſend you Word that I 
remoy'd hither eight Days ago? Juſt Heaven! 
anſwer'd the Scholar, what is this I hear? I am 
then in my Siſter's Apartment. | 


Just as he ended theſe Words, the Count, 


who heard a Noiſe, and thought ſome Body was 
attacking his Friend, came with his Sword in 
his Hand out of Leoxora's Chamber. When the 
old Man perceiv'd him, he flew into a Paſſion, 
and ſhewing him to his Son, There, cry'd he, 
is the audacious Wretch, who has robb'd me of 
my Repoſe, and fix'd'a mortal Stain upon our 
Honour, Let us be reveng'd, and make Haſte: 
to puniſn the Traytor. Thus ſaying, he drew 
his Sword which he had ops. under his Night- 
Gown, and wou'd have affaulted the Count, 
but Dos Pedro held him. Hold, Father, 
ſaid he; moderate, I pray you, the T ranſports 
Joo Anger. What do you deſign, Son, an- 
wer'd the old Man, by holding my Arm? You 
imagine, without Doubt, that it has not Strength 
enough to revenge me. Well, do you then 
take Satisfaction for the Inſult which is done 
us ; it was for this I ſent for you home to Maarid. 
If you fall, I will take your Place; the Count 
muſt either periſh by our Swords, or take boih 
our Lives, after he has taken our Honour. 
SIR, reply'd Don Pedro, I cannot grant what 
your Impatience expects of me. I am fo far 
from attempting the Life of the Count, that I 
came hither only to defend it. My Word is en- 
gag'd, and my Honour requires it. Let us be 
one, Count, purſu'd he addreſſing himſelf to 
elflor. Ah! Cowardly Wretch, interrupted 
Don Lewis, looking on his Son with an angry 
| G4 Eye, 
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Eye, doſt thou thy ſelf oppoſe a Revenge which 
ought to awaken all thy Soul? My Son, my 
own Son is in the Intereſt of the Villain, who 
has corrupted my Daughter. But do not ima- 
gine to elude my Reſentment, I will call in 
all my Domeſticks, and will make them re- 
venge me on his Treachety and thy cowardly 
Baſeneſs. Sir, reply'd Don Pedro, be more 
juſt to your Son: Call him not Coward; he 
does not deſerve that odious Name. The 
Count has ſav'd my Life to Night. He ask'd 
me, without knowing me, to bear him Com- 
pany where he was going: And I offer'd to 
ſhare the Dangers he might run, without know- 
ing that my Gratitude wou'd imprudently en- 
gage my Arm againſt the Honour of my Fami- 
y. My Word obliges me therefore to defend 
his Life here. By this I acquit the Debt I 
owe him ; but I ſhall not leſs ſtrongly reſent the 
Injury he has done us, and to-morrow you 
ſhall ſee me ſeek to ſhed his Blood with the 
ſame Zeal as you ſee me now defend it. | 
TE Count, who had not ſpoken yet, ſo a- 
- maz'd was he at this Adventure, now began; 
Perhaps, ſaid he to the Scholar, you will not ea- 
fily be able to revenge this Injury by Arms. I 
will offer you a more certain .Way to reſtore 
your Honour. I confeſs, that till this Day I 
had no Deſign to marry Leonora; but this Morn- 
ing I receiv'd a Letter from her, which has 
touch'd me, and her Tears have finiſh'd the 
Work : The Happineſs of being her Husband 
is now my chief Ambition. If the King has de- 
fign'd another Lady for you, ſaid Don Lewis, 
how will you excuſe your ſelf----The King has 
propos'd no one to me, interrupted ute 
| | Ul- 
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bluſhing. Forgive that Fiction to a Man, whoſe 
Reaſon was diſturb'd by Love. It is a Crime 
which the Violence of my Paſſion made me 
commit, and I attone for it by confeſſing it. My 
Lord, anſwer'd the old Man, after this Con- 
feſſion, which becomes a noble Mind, I do not. 
doubt your Sincerity. I ſee you really mean to 
repair the Affront we have receiv'd:. My Anger 
yields to the Aſſurances you give me; ſufferme 
to forget my Reſentment in your Arms. Fhus 
ſaying, he went up to the Count, who ſtep'd 
forward to prevent him. They embrac'd ſeve- 
ral times ; when ay turning to Don Pedro, 
And you, and you, Counterfeit Don Juan, ſaid 
he, who have already gain'd my Eſteem by your 
incomparable Valour, and' your generous Sen- 
timents, come hither, and let me Vow. to you 
the Friendſhip of a. Brother. At this, he em- 
brac'd Don Pedro, who receiv'd his Embraces 
with an humble reſpectful Air; and anſwer'd;. 
My Lord, in promiſing me ſo valuable a 
Friendſhip, you command mine. Von may de- 
pend upon a Man, who will be devoted to 
you to the laſt Moment of his Life:. hs 
IN. the mean while, Leonora, who was liſt- 
ning at her own. Chamber-Dc or, did not loſe--- 
one Word of all that was ſaid:* She was tempt-- 
ed at firſt to haye-ſhewn her ſelf, and have run. 
in between their Swords without knowing Why, 
but Marcella hinder'd her; bur when the skiltul 
Daenna ſaw. Matters were accommodated peace- 
ably, ſhe thought her Miſtreſs's Preſence and her 
own wou'd ffot hurt the new Agreement: They 
both appear'd. therefore with a'Handkerchief in 
their Hand, and-weeping. ran to proſtrate them- 
ſelves before Don 215 They were jultty- 
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afraid that having been ſurpris'd the laſt Night, 
the old Gentleman's Rage might flame out a- 
ain. But he made Leousra riſe, and ſaid! M 
aughter, dry your Tears: I will not reproach 
you again: Since your Lover will keep the 
aith he ſwore to you, I conſent to forget what 
is paſs'd. PAY , . 
ES, Don Lewis, ſaid the Count, I will 
marry Leonora; and the better to repair the In- 
jury 1 have done you, and to give you a more 
compleat Satisfaction, and your Son a Pledge 
of the Friendſhip I have vow'd him, I offer him 
my Siſter Eugenia. Ah! my Lord, cry'd Don 
Leuis with Franſport how am I overwhelm'd 
with the Honovr you do my Son! What Father 
was ever more pleas'd! You now give me as 
much Joy, as you have caus'd me Grief. 
Ix the old Man ſeem'd charm'd with the 
Count's Offer, it was otherwiſe with Don Pe- 
aro. As he was ſtrongly ſmitten with his un- 
known Lady, he ſtood ſo confus'd, that he 
922 not ſpeak a Word. But Be/flor, without 
obſerving his Perplexity, went away, ſaying, he 
as going to order the Preparations for this 
uble Union, and that he thought it long till 
he was join'd with them by fach intimate 
Ar TER his Departure, Don Lewis left Leo- 
nora in her Apartment, and return'd to his own 
with Dox Pedro; who ſaid to him with all the 
Frankneſs of a Scholar, Sir, pray excuſe me 
from marrying the Count's Siſter., It is enough 
that he marries Leonora; that Marriage is ſuffi- 
cient to ſecure the Honour of our Family. 
What! ſaid the old Man, will you be againſt 
marrying the Count's Siſter? Yes, Sir, rms 
on 
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Don Pedro; this Union, I own, wou'd be a 
cruel Puniſhment to me, and I will not conceal 
from you the Cauſe. Six Months ago I fell in 
Love with, an admirable Lady. She receives. 
me, and can alone make my, Life Happy. How 
wretched is the Condition of a Father, ſaid 
Dan Lewis, never to have his Children diſpos'd; 
to do what he deſires ! But who. is this Lady 
who has made ſuch a mighty Impreſſion on you? 
I know. her not, anſwer' d Don Pedro; ſhe pto- 
mis'd to inform me when, ſhe was convinc'd of 
my Prudence and,Conſtancy ; but I am perſuad- 
ed her Family is one of the moſt conſiderable in 
the Court. And do you think, ſaid his Father 
changing his Tone, I ſhall have the Complai- 
ſance to approve this Romantic Love of yours, 
and that I ſuffer you to renounce the moſt glo- 
rious Advancement, Fortune can offer you, 
in order to preſerve your Fidelity to one of 
whom you know not ſo muchas the Name? 
Expect it not from my Indulgence; ſuppreſs 
rather the Sentiments you have for one who 
perhaps does not deſerve them, and think on- 
ly of meriting the Honour the Count is willing 
to do you. All this Diſcourſe, Sir, reply'd the 
Scholar, is to no Purpoſe ; I feel I can never 
forget my unknown Miſtreſs : Nothing can 
diſengage me from her. Tho' an Iafanta were 
propos'd to me---- Hold, cry'd Don Lewis 
roughly, it is too much inſolently to boaſt of a 
Conſtancy which provokes my Anger. Be 
gone, and never appear in my. Preſence more, 
till 17 are ready to obey, mme. | 
ON PEDRO: durſt not reply to theſe 
Words, for fear of drawing upon himſelf others 
more ſevere. He retix'd into a Chamber, ar 
e 
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he paſs'd the reſt of the Night in a Train of Re- 
flections, as afflicting as agreeable. He conſi- 
der'd with Sorrow that he was going to embroil 
bimſelf with his whole Family, by refufing to 
marry the Count's Sifter. But he was aly 
comforted when he reflected, that his Un- 
known wou'd recompenſe him for ſo great a 
Sacrifice. He flatter d himſelf, that upon fo ſhinin 
2 Proof of his Fidelity ſhe wou'd not fail to diſ- 
cover to him her Condition, which he imagin'd 
was little inferior to that of Eugenia. In this 
Hope, he went out by break of Pay, and 
walk'd at the Pardo till the Hour came for him 
to be at the Lodging of Donna Juana, which 
was the Name of the Lady, at whoſe Houſe he 
us'd to meet his Miſtreſs every Morning. 

HE found there his unknown Fair, who 
reforted thither fooner than ordinary; but he 
found her diſſolv'd in Tears with Donna Juana, 
and fult of Sorrow. What a SpeQtacle was this 
for # Lover! He approach'd her with great Con- 
cern; and falling at her Knees, Madam, ſaid he, 
what ſhall I think of the Condition in which I 
fee you? What Misfortune is boded to me by 
theſe Tears, which pierce me to the Heart? 
Jou do not expect, anſwer'd ſhe, the fatal Blow 
Þ have to give you. Our cruel F ortune is go- 
ing to feparate us for ever. We ſhall ſee one 
another no 'more. WS — 9 | 

SHE payer ag Words with ſo many 
Sighs, thar it was dubious, whether Don Pedro. 
was more affected with what ſhe ſaid, than with 
the Trouble ſhe ſeem'd to feel as ſhe ſpoke it. Juſt 
Heaven! ery'd he in a: Tranſport of. Paſnon 
which he cou'd not command, can you ſuffer 
an Union which yen know. is innocent and. 
pure 
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pure to be deſtroy'd? But, Madam, added he, 
perhaps you have taken a falſe Alarm. Is it 
certain you are to be torn from the moſt faith- 
ful Lover that ever liv'd? Am I indeed the moſt 
unfortunate of Men? Our Misfottune, anſwer'd 


the Lady unknown, is too ſure. My Brother, 


who has the Diſpoſal of me, marries meto Day : 
He has told me ſo himſelf. Ah! who is this 
happy Man? reply'd Don Pedro with Precipita- 
tion; name him to me, Madam: In my Deſpair 
I. — I don't know his Name, interrupted the 
Lady; my Brother did not care to tell me. He 
ſaid, he wiſh'd I wou'd ſee the Gentleman 
firſt. But, Madam, ſaid Don Pedro, will you 
ſubmit without Reſiſtance to a Brother's Will? 
Will you be dragg'd to the Altar without com- 
plaining of being made ſo cruel a Sacrifice? Did 
you do nothing in my Favour? Alas! I was not 
afraid to expoſe my ſelf to my Father's Anger, to 
_ reſerve my elf for you. His Menaces cou'd not 
fhake my Fidelity; and let him uſe me as rigo- 
rouſly as he can, I will not marry the Lady pro- 

s'd to me, tho' ſhe: be of a very conſider- 
able Rank. And whois this Lady? ſaid his un- 
known Miſtreſs. She is the Siſter of the Count. 
de Belflor, anſwer'd the Scholar. Ah! Don Pearo, 
reply'd the Lady ſeeming wonderfully ſurpris'd, 
you certainly miſtake; you are not ſure of what 


you ſay. Is it in Truth Exgenia the Siſter of 


elflor that is propos'd to you? Ves, Madam, 
reply'd Don Pedro, the Count himſelf has of- 
feld me her Hand. What, ſaid ſhe, is it poſ- 
fible you ſnhou'd be the Gentleman for whom my 
Brother has deſign'd me? What is it I hear? 
cry'd the Scholar in his Turn, Is Eugenia de 
Raiflor my unknown Miſtreſs? Les, Don 4 
"Þ \ 0,. 
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dro, reply*d ſhe; but I can ſcarcely think my ſelf 
ſo at preſent, I have ſo much Difficulty to be- 
lieve the good Fortune of which you aſſure 


INC, | | 3 1 / | 
AT theſe Words Don Pedro embrac'd her 
Knees; and afterwards took one of her Hands, 
which he kiſs'd with all the Tranſport which a 
Lover can feel, who paſſes ſuddenly: from an 
extreme: Sorrow to.an Exceſs of Joy. While 
he was abandoning himſelf to the Emotion of 
his Love, Eugenia on her part gave him a thou- 
ſand Careſſes, which ſheaccompany*'d with very 
tender and ſoothing Expreſſions; What a world of 
Trouble, ſaid ſhe, wou'd my Brother have ſay'd 
me, if he had nain'd the Husband he deſign'd 
me? What an Averſion had I conceiv'd for my 
Spouſe? Ah, my dear Dou Pedro! how have I 
hated you? Fair Eugenia, anſwer'd he, how 
charming is this Hatred to me! I will deſerve 
it, by admiring you all my Life. | 
AFTER the two. Lovers had given each o- 
ther the moſt moving Tokens of mutual Aﬀe- 
ction, Eugenia defir'd to know how the Scho- 
lar had been able to gain her Brother's Friend- 
ſhip. Don Pedro did not hide from her the A- 
mour of the Count and his Siſter, and related 
all that had paſs'd the preceding Night. It was 
an additional Pleaſure to her to underſtand 
that her Brother was to marry. her Lover's Si- 
ſter. Donna Juana was too much intereſted in 
the Fortune of her. Friend not. to be touch'd 
with this happy Event. She rejoyc'd at it, as 
well as Don Pedro, who at laſt parted from Eu- 
genia, after they had both agreed not to appear 
to know one another when they came before 
the Count. e en 
| DON 
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'DON PEDRO return'd home, and his Fa- 
ther finding him diſpos'd to obey him, was 
pleas'd with it the more, becauſe he imputed 
his Compliance tothe reſolute Manner in which 
he had talk'd to him the Night before. They 
expected to hear from the Count, who ſent them 
a Letter, and acquainted them, that he had ob- 
tain'd the King's Conſent to his Marriage and 
that of his Siſter, with a conſiderable Poſt for 
Don Pedro; that both the Marriages might be 
perform'd the next Day, becauſe the Orders he 
had given about them were expedited ſo well, 

that the Preparations were already very far ad- 
vanc'd. In the Afternoon he came himſelf to 
confirm what he had written, and to preſent. 
Eugenia to them. * 

. DON LEVIS receiv'd her with great Re- 
ſpect, and Leonora embrac'd her ſeveral}. Times. 

s for Don Pedro; agitated as he was with the 
Impulſes of Love and Joy, he err him- 
ſelf ſo far as not to give the Count any Suſpici- 
on of their Acquaintance. As 1 was par- 
ticularly careful to obſerve his Siſter's Behavi- 
our, he thought he perceiv'd, in ſpite of the Con- 
ſtraint ſhe impos'd on her ſelf, that ſhe was not 
diſpleas'd with Don Pedro. In order to be bet- 
ter aſſur'd of this, he took her aſide for a Mo- 
ment, and made her confeſs that ſhe lik'd the 
Gentleman very well. He told her then his 
Name and his Family, which he had refus'd to 
inform her of before, leſt the Diſparity of their 
Rank ſhou'd prejudice her againſt him; and ſhe 
pretended to hear it, as if ſhe had been ignorant 
of it till then. 

AT laſt, after a Variety of Compliments on 
both Sides, it was concluded that the N —— 

on” 
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ſhou'd be held at the Houſe of the Count de 
Belflor ; where they were celebrated with uni- 
verſal Jo : only the Lady Marcella had no Share 
in the Mirth; ſhe wept while the others were 
laughing; for after his Marriage the Count con- 
feſs'd the whole Intrigue to Don Lewis, who 
diſpatch'd the baſe Daenua to the Monaſtry * de 
Arrepentidas, where the thouſand Piſtoles ſhe 
had infamouſiy receiv'd for ſeducing Leonora, 
ſerv'd to ſubſiſt her in her Courſe of Penance 
for the Remainder of her Days. | 


* 


. 


* Monafteries in the Popiſh Comtrys, in which Women of 


v lewd Lives are conſin d, and kept to Penance. 
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Curious Impertinent. 
LN the rich and famous City of He- 
reuce there liv'd Anſelmo and Lo- 
WE :-ario, two Gentlemen of great 
Birth and Fortune, and ſo remark- 
A Friendſhip that 
S799 was between them, that they went, 
among thoſe that Knew them, by the Name of 
The two Friends. | They were young; unmar- 
ry'd, and much of the ſame Age and Inclina- 
tions; all which ſerv'd- to knit their Friendſhip 
the cloſer. However Anſelmo was more ad- 
dicted to Love and Gallantry than Lozhario, tho? 
upon Oeccaſion Axſeimo wou'd quit his Pleaſures: 
to comply. with Lothario, and Lothario wou'd 
do the ſame for him; and thus their Motions 
were as correſpondent and regular as if they had 

both mov'd by Clock-work. - Anſelmo fell de- 
ſperately in Love with a Lady of the ſame City, 
8 and beautiful, and ſo illuſtrious for her 
irth and Qualities, that he reſolv'd, with the 
Approbation of his Friend Lot bario, CE 
pet | whom 


140 The Curious Impertinent. 


whom he did nothing, to ask her of her Parents 
for his Wife; as in hort he did, and Lotbario 
was the Perſon employ'd to deliver the Meſ- 
ſage; wherein he ſuceeeded ſo well, and ma- 
nag'd the whole Affair ſo much to his Friend's 
Satisfaction, that he was ſoon poſleſs'd of what 
he deſir'd, and Camilla ſo well pleas'd in havin 
Anſelmo to her Husband, that ſhe thought ſhe 
cou'd never ſufficiently give Thanks to Heaven, 
and to Lothario, by whoſe Means fhe had ob- 
tain'd ſo great a Happineſs. For ſome Days, 
whilſt the Jollity that is cuſtomary upon thoſe 
Occaſions laſted, Lozhario continu'd to frequent 
his Friend Anſelmo's Houſe, endeavouring to 
honour, divert and humour him in all Things. 
But the Wedding: Liberty being over, and the 
Ceremony of Viſits and Congratulations at an 
end, Lothario 1. induſtriouſly to abate in his 
Viſits, being of Opinion, as all wiſe Men ought 
to be, That the Houſes of Marry'd Friends are 
not to be haunted ſo much as when they were 
Batchelors. For tho? true Friendſhip neither 
can nor ought to ſuſpect any Thing, yet the 
Honour of Marry'd Men is ſo nice, that it ſeems 
liable to be ſully d even by Brothers, much more 
by Friends. 
 ANSELM®O took notice of his Friend's 
Remiſsneſs, and grievouſly complain'd of it, 
ſaying, That if he had known his Marrying 
wou'd have occaſion'd the Loſs of his Friend's 
Company, he wou'd never havealter'd his Condi- 
tion; and that fince their loving Behaviour whilſt 
he was a Batchelor had purchas'd them the plea- 
ſing Name of The two Friends, he pray'd him, he 
wou'd not, only to be thought cautious with- 
out any other Reaſon, ſuffer ſo famous and ſo 
| | charming 
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charming a Title to be laſt, and therefore be- 
ſeech'd him, if ſuch Language might be us'd be- 
tween them, that he wou'd again. command in 
his Houſe, and be as free in it as before, aſſu- 
ring him, that Camilla was wholly devoted to 
his Will and Pleaſure, and that ſhe knowing the 
ſtrict Friendſhip there was between them, was 
ſurpris'd to ſeehim on a ſudden grown ſo much 
a Stranger. Lozhario anſwer'd to all he cou'd 
ſay to him with ſo much Diſcretion and Judg- 
ment, that Anſelmo was convinc'd his Deſign 
was honourable, and they agreed that Lotharts 
ſhou'd dine at his Houſe only twice a Week, 
beſides Holy-Days. And tho? this was ſo con- 
cluded between them, Lothario reſolv'd he wou'd 
do nothing but what he found was moſt for his 
Friend's Honour, of whoſe Reputation he was 
more tender than of his own. He us'd to ſay, 
and with good Reaſon, T hat the Man on whom 
Heaven had beſtow'd a beautiful Wife, ought 
to be equally cautious what Friends he admit- 
ted to his Houſe, and what Women to his 
Wife's Converſation, becauſe very often In- 
trigues are carry'd on in the Houſes of thoſe 
Female Friends and Kindred, which cou'd ne- 
ver be contriv'd in the Church, and other pub- 
lick Meetings, whither Husbands cannot at all 
times deny their Wives'to go. He added, That 
every Marry'd Man ought to have a Friend to 
put him in mind of what Overſights he commit- 
ted in the Government of his Family, becauſe 
it may happen from the Want of ſuch a Friend, 
that a Husband thro' over- much Love to his 
Wife, or for Fear of diſpleaſing her, will not 
take notice of, or mind her of doing, or for- 
bearing to do ſomething, the doing or omittin 


of 
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of which may redound to her Honour or Dif- 
credit; which when advis'd of by his Friend 
may eaſily be amended. But where is there ſo 
real, faithful, and judicious a Friend as this Lo- 
thario ſpeaks of! Lothario alone was he who 
moſt ſedulouſly conſulted his Friend's Honour, 


and endeavour'd to ſlip by ſome of the Days 


they had agreed he was to go to his Houſe, that 
idle People and malicious Eyes might not have 
the Occaſion to cenſure a rich young Gentle- 
man, and one fo well qualify'd, as he imagin'd 
himſelf to be, for being ſo frequent in the Houſe 
of ſo beautiful a Woman as Camilla; for tho” 
her Virtue was Proof againſt all cenſorious 
Tongues, yet he wou'd not have her's or his 


Friend's Reputation call'd in Queſtion, and 
therefore he diverted moſt of the Days they had 


reed upon, to other Affairs which he pretend- 
— were unavoidable. So that much Time was 


ſpent betwixt them in Complaining on the one 


fide, and framing Excuſes on the other. It hap- 
n'd that as they were one Day waking in a 
eadow without the City, Anſelmo ſpoke to 
Lothario to this Effect. 1 . 
'You cannot but think, Lorbario, that I can 
never have too grateful a Senſe of the Bleſſings 


I have receiv'd from Heaven, in being ſo well 
Born, and ſo plentifully endow'd with the 


Gifts both of Fortune and Nature, but above 
all in the Poſſeſſion of a Friend like you, and of 
ſuch a Wife as Camilla, two Jewels which I 
value, if not as they deſerve, ' yet at leaſt the 
beſt I am able. Yet notwithſtanding all theſe 
Bleſſings, which generally are all that other 
Men require to make them happy, I am the moſt 


diſcontented and diſlatisfy'd Man in the World. 


For 


a” 


For of late I am perplex'd and haunted by ſo 
ſtrong and unuſual a Fancy, that I admire at my 
ſelf, and blame, and chide, and endeavour to 
hide it from my own Thoughts, and can no more 
do it than if I made it my Buſineſs to tell it to 
all the World, and ſince it muſt at laſt break 


out, I am willing it ſhou'd be _— in your 


Breaſt, not doubting, but when I have thus 
eas'd my Mind to you, who will bring the AC- 
ſiſtance of a fincere Friend to my Relief. I ſhall 
foon be eas'd of the Trouble that oppreſſes me, 
and reſtor'd to as much Satisfaction, thro' your 
Aſſiſtance, as I lie under Diſcontent throughm 
own Madneſs. Lothario was amaz'd at Anſel- 
mos Words, and cou'd not imagine what ſuch 
a long Preamble tended to; and tho? he gueſt at 
many Things his Friend might deſire, yet he was 
far from hitting the fight Mark. Therefore to 
get the ſooner out of his Perplexity, he told him, 
hat he wrong'd his Friendſhip in uſing any 
Circumlocutions, or going about the Buſh in or- 
der to diſcover his moſt hidden Thoughts to him, 
ſince he might be ſure either of his Advice} or 
Aſſiſtance. That's true, anſwer'd Anſelmo; and 
upon that Confidence, I muſt tell you, Friend 
Lothario; That the Thing which deſtroys. me is 
the Doubt I am in whether my Wife Camil- 
la be ſo good and vertuous as I imagine; and I 
cannot be convinc'd of this Truth, but by put- 
ting her Virtue to ſuch a Tryal as may demon- 
ſtrate the Purity of it, as Fire does that of Gold. 
For I am of Opinion, dear Friend, That a Wo- 
man is no more vertuous than as far as ſhe re- 
ſiſts Temptation, and that ſhe alone is perfectly 
ood who does not yield to the Promiſes, Pre- 
ents, Tears, and continual Importunities of vi- 
| | gilant 
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gilant Lovers. For what Thanks, ſaid he, to 
a Woman, for being good, when no Body ſo- 
licites, or tempts her to the contrary? Where is 
the Wonder if ſhe ſhou'd be reſery'd and retir'd 
who has no Opportunity to break looſe, and 
knows that ſhe has a Husband that will kill her 
the firſt time he takes her tripping ? So that ſhe 
who is only good out of Fear, or for want of 
Opportunity, is not to be valu'd equally with 
her, who has been beſieg'd, and attack'd, and 
comes off victorious. For theſe, and many o- 
ther Reaſons I cou'd urge in Defence of my O- 
pinion, I wou'd have my Wife Camilla run 
thro? all theſe Difficulties, and be try'd and re- 
fin'd in the Fire of Courtſhip and Temptation, 
and that by one who has Worth enough to a- 
{pire to her; and if ſhe comes off, as I expect, 
victorious from this Encounter, I ſhall - then 
think my Fortune not to be equall'd. I ſhall in that 
Caſe be able to ſay, I have obtain'd the utmoſt 
of my Wiſhes. I will affirm, She is fallen to 
my Lot, of whom the wiſe Man asks, Who has 
found her? And if it ſhou'd happen contrary to 
my ExpeQation, the Satisfaction of finding I 
was in the right in my Sentiments, will make 
the Trouble of ſo coſtly an Experiment the more 
eaſie to me. And foralmuch as all you can 
ſay in Oppoſition to my Deſire will be of no 
Effect, I wou'd have you, Friend Lothario, diſ- 
poſe your ſelf to be the Inſtrament for my ob- 
taining what I defire: To which EndI will fur- 
niſh you with all proper Opportunities, and ſuf- 
fer you to want for nothing that may be requi- 
ſite to tempt a modeſt, vertuous, retir'd and ge- 
-nerous Woman. And the Thing that moves 
me ſooner than any other to truſt you 3 | 

| ifficult 
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difficult Undertaking is, that I am ſatisfy'd if 
Camilla ſhow'd yield to you, you will not carry 
on your Victory to the utmoſt, but only loo 
upon that as done which is aſſented to: And ſo 
I ſhall be only wrong'd in Thought, and my 
Wrong lye bury'd in a Secrecy, which, I know, 
in all that concerns me will be as inviolable 
with you as that which is in the Breaſt of Death. 
So that if you will have me enjoy a Life worth 
living for, you muſt immediately enter upon 
this amorous Combat, not negligently, or cold 
ly; but with that Zeal and Earneſtneſs I defire, 
— with that Sincerity our Friendſhip pro- 
miſes. | 

Tus ſpoke Anſelmo to Lothario, who. all 
the while gave ſuch Attention to what he was 
ſaying, that be never unclos'd his Lips till he 
had done; and then ſeeing he was ſilent, after 
gazing on him a long while as if he look'd upon 
omething that he had never ſeen before, which 
rais'd his Admiration, he ſaid, I can not ima» 
gine, Friend Anſelmo, but that all you haye ſaid 
is a Jeſt; for if I bad thought you were in ear- 
neſt, I wou'd not have ſuffer'd you to run on 
ſo far; but wou'd have put a ſtop to your long 
Harangue, by ſhutting my Ears againſt it. I fan- 
cy either you don't know me, or Il you. But 
that can't be, for I know you are Auſelmo, and 
you. know me to be Lothario. But here lies the 
Miſchief, I fancy you are not the ſame Auſelmo 
you us'd to be, and 'tis likely you have ima- 
gin'd that I am not that Lot hario I ought to be; 
tor what you have ſaid is not like that Auſelmo 
my Friend, nor is what you ask, fit to be ask'd 
of that Lerhario you once knew. For good 
Friends are to be try'd, and made uſe of, as the 
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Poet faid, Uſqze ad Aras, and no farther ; mean- 
ing thereby, that they ought not toexerciſetheir 
Friendfhipin any thing that is an Offenceto God. 
Now if this was the Opinion of a Heathen, how 
much more is a Chriſtian oblig'd to it, know- 
ing that the Divine Friendſhip 1s not to be for- 
Feited for any that is Human? And in caſe a 
Friend fhou'd, to oblige his Friend, ſtretch ſo 
far as to lay aſide the Confideration of Heaven, 
it ought not to be for Matters of little Moment; 
but for ſuch as concern, at leaſt, his Friend's 
Life and Honour. Now tell me, "Anſelmo, 
which of theſe is in Danger, that I may have 
ſome Reaſon for doing a thing ſo deteſtable as 
is that you ask of me? To ſay the truth, nei- 
ther; but, as far as I can underſtand, you deſire 
me to rob you both of the one and the other, 
and to take away my own at the ſame time. For 
at the ſame time that I rob you of your Honour, 
I rake away your Life; ſince a Man who has loſt 
his Honour, is worſe than dead; and if I am the 
Inftrument, as you wou'd have me to be, of fo 
inuch Miſchief to you, ſhall not I at the ſame 
time be depriv'd of my Honour, and conſe- 
quently of my Life? Hear me, Friend Auſelmo, 
and forbear anſwering, till I have done; there 
will then be time enough for you to reply, and 


for me to liſten to you. It ſhall be ſo, ſaid 


Auſelmo, ſay what you will. Then Lothar 
Went on. 5 , 
METHINKS, Axſelmo, you are at this time 
juſt like the Moors, who are not to be con- 
vinc'd of the Error of their Sect by quoting 
Texts of Scripture, nor by ſpeculative Reaſons, 
or any thing grounded on Matters of Faith ; but 


they mult have Inſtances brought them that — 
| pal-. 
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palpable, © eaſy, intelligible, undoubted, and 
like Mathematical Demonſtrations not to be 
deny'd ; ſuch as, for Inſtance, If from equal 
things we take equal things, the remainder will 
be equal. And in caie they do not conceive 
this by word of Mouth, as in truth they do not, 
it muſt be ſhewn them by Operation, and lay'd 
before their Eyes, and yet no Man can convince 
them of the Truth of our holy Religion. The 
ſame form and method will be proper for me to 
uſe with you; for your preſent Curioſity is ſo 
wild and remote from any thing reaſonable, that 
it will be but loſs of Time to ſnew you the Ex- 
travagancy of it; ſo that have been half inclin'd 
to leave you to your Madneſs, as a Puniſhment 
of your wicked Inclination : But the Friendſhi 


I have for you will not ſuffer me to uſe you ſo 
ſeverely, becauſe it allows me not to leave yon 


expos'd to utter Ruin. EN. 
UT to proceed; tell me, Anſelmo, do you 

not ſay I am to attempt a reſerv'd Woman? 
To corrupt one that is Proof againſt Bribes ? 
To court a diſcreet one? This you have told 
me. Then if you know you have a reſetv'd, 
virtuous, uncorrupted, and diſcreet Wife, what 
is it you aim at? And if you believe ſhe will re- 
pulſe all my Aſſaults, as doubtleſs ſhe will, 
what better Names can you give her than what 
ſhe has already? Or in what will ſhe be more 
than ſhe is at preſent? Either you do not helicve 
her ſuch as you fay, or elſe you know not what 
you ask. If you do not think her ſuch as you 
have reported her, to what End will you try 
her? But rather do by her as you wou'd by a 
baſe diſloyal Wife. But if ſhe is ſo good as you 
believe, it will be Impertinent to make an Ex- 
H 2 periment 
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periment of her truth; for after it is made it muſt 
remain in the ſame Eſteem as before. So that it 
is undeniable, That to make a Tryal of Things, 
which upon the Tryal may rather turn to our 
Deteiment than Advantage, eſpecially when 
there is no neceſſity for ſuch Tryal, is the Part 
only of a Fool, or Madman; particularly 
when we attempt things which we are not 
neceſſitated or compell'd to, and which at 
a great Diſtance ſhew that the undertaking of 
them is meer Madneſs. Difficulties are to be 
undertaken either for the ſake of God, or out 
of ſome worldly view, or for both. Thoſethat 
are undertaken for the ſake of God, are ſuch as 
the Saints enter'd themſelves into, when they 
endeavour'd to lead the Life of Angels, in Hu- 
man Bodies. Thoſe that are undertaken for the 
World, are ſuch as they attempt who traverſe 
vaſt Seas, various Climates, flrange Nations, 
and all to obtain what they call the Goods of For- 
tune. And thoſe that are undertaken for the 
ſake of God and of the World at once are what 
are embrac'd by the Magnanimous Soldiers, 
Who no ſooner ſee ſo much of the Enemy's 
Wall laid open as may be overthrown by a Ca- 
non-Bullet, but laying alide all Fear, without 
cConſidering, or reflecting on the Danger that 
threatens them, carry'd away on the Wings of 
Zeal for their Religion, their Prince, or Coun- 
try, they mount the Breach with a Conſtancy 
unſhaken amidſt a thouſand ſeveral ſorts of 
Death that threaten them. Theſe are the things, 
that are uſually attempted; and it is honourable, 
glorious, and profitable to attempt them, tho' 
attended with never ſo many Dangers and In- 
conveniences. ' But that which you propoſe — 
5 e 
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be attempted, and put in Execution, will nei- 
ther purchaſe you Glory before. God, nor the 
Goods of Fortune, nor Fame among Men; for 
ſnou'd you ſucceed according to your Deſires, 
you will be no Greater, no-Richer, nor Better 
than you are already; and ſhou'd you miſcarry, 

a will fall into the greateſt Miſery imagina- 
ble. For it will not avail you then to think no- 
one knows the Misfortune that has befallen you, 
ſince your own Knowledge of it will be ſuffici- 
ent to confound and deſtroy you. For a 
Confirmation of this Truth, I will repeat to 
you a Stanza made by the famous Poet Luis 


Taufilo, at the end of his firſt part of St. Peter's 
Tears, Which is as follows. 


Phoſphor xo ſooxer uſber d in the Morn, 

Than Peter felt his dire Remorſe return. 

In vais his Crime's conceal'd from Mortal Eyes, 
His Guilt pzrſues him whereſoc'er he flies. 

When generons Minds thro) human Frailty err, 
There needs no Summons cite them to the Bar, 
They do themſelves in conſcious Guilt purſue, 
Are Fadges, Fary, aud Atcaſers too. 


So that it's being ſecret will not alleviate 
your Grief, but you will rather have continual 
cauſe to Weep, if not Tears at your Eyes, yet 
Tears of Blood in your Heart; like thoſe the 
filly Doctor ſhed, who, our Poet tells us, made 
the Tryal of the Cup or Veſſel, which after- 
wards the Wiſe R more diſcreetly refus'd * 
to do: For tho' it be a Poetical Fiction, yet 
it has a Moral worthy of out Notice and Imita- 
tion. But what I have next to offer will fully 
convince you of the great Error you are run- 
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ning your ſelf into. Tell me, Anſelmo, if Hea- 
ven, or Fortune had made you Maſter of a rich 
Diamond, which in the Opinion of all the La- 
pidaries, to whom it had been ſhewn, was of as 
fine a Water, and Figure, and as free from 
Blemiſh, or Defe&, as the Nature of the Stone 
cou'd bear, and you your ſelf beliey'd it to be 
ſo, and knew nothing to the contrary ; wou'd it 
be reaſonable in you to lay that Diamond on 
an Anvil, and try with a Hammer in your Hand 
whether it was really ſo firm and hard as it had 
been repreſented. If the Stone ſhou'd ſtand the 
Tryal, it wou'd not be of more Value or Eſteem 
than it was before; and if it ſhou'd break, as 
probably it might, wou'd not the Owner be 
laugh'd at for a Fool, ora Madman? Imagine 
then, Friend Auſelmo, that Camilla is a rich Dia- 
mond, both in your own and other Mens Opi- 
nions, and that it is not reaſonable to expoſe her 
to the Danger of being broken; for tho? ſhe re- 
main whole ſhe can be of no greater Value than 
ſhe is ; and if ſhe ſhou'd fail and not ſtand the 
Tryal, conſider with your ſelf what a Conditi- 
on you wou'd then be in, and how juſtly you 
might blame your ſelf, for having been the Cauſe 
of hers and your own Ruin. Conſider there is 
no Jewel in the World ſa valuable as a chat 
and virtuous Wife, and that all the Honour 
of Women conſiſts in the good Reputation they 
are held in; and ſince your Wife's is ſo un- 
queſtionable as you your ſelf know it to be, to 
what purpoſe will you make a Doubt of a known 
Truth? Obſerve, Friend, that Woman is an 
imperfect Creature, and that no Rubs ought to be 
laid in her way at which ſhe may ſtumble or fall, 
but they muſt be carefully remoy'd, and — te) 
clear 
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clear'd before her, that ſhe may advance with- 
out any Hinderance to the Perfection ſhe wants, 
which conſiſts in being Virtuous. Naturaliſts. 
tell us, the Ermin is a little Beaſt with a milk- 
white Skin, and when the Hunters wou'd catch 
it they uſe this Art; knowing the Way it will 
take they lay Dirt acroſs, and drive the Ermin. 
towards it, and as ſoon as it comes to the Mud 
it ſtands (till, and ſuffers it ſelf to be taken, ra- 
ther than paſs thro” the Mud, and loſe or ſully 
its Whiteneſs, which it values above Life or 
Liberty. A. modeſt chaſt Woman is like an 
Ermin, and the Virtue of Chaſtity is far whiter 
than Snow ; and he that wou'd not have her 
loſe, but preſerve it unſully'd, muſt make uſe 
of other Methods than thoſe us'd towards the 
Ermin ; he muſt not defile the Path, wherein 
ſhe isto tread, with the ſmooth delufive Allure- 
ments of importunate Lovers, ſince it is more 
than probable her natural Strength and Virtue 
will not be ſufficient to enable her to ſurmount, 
and trample under her Feet the Obſtacles that 
are thus laid in her Way; he ought rather to re- 
move them, and to lay before her the Whitenels 
of her Virtue and the Beauty of a good Repu- 
tation. A Woman is alſo like a clear bright 
Cryſtal Mirror, but. is ſubje& to be clouded. 
— overcaſt with the leaſt Breath that comes 
near it. Virtuous Women mult be us'd like Ho- 
ly Relicks, be wotſhipp'd, but not touch'd. A 
Virtuous Woman may be compar'd to a well 
cultivated Garden full of Roſes and other Flow- 
ers, whoſe Owner ſuffers no Body to trample 
upon, or handle them; *tis enough they enjoy their 
Fragancy at a Diſtance, and thro' the Iron 
Grates. To conclude, I will repeat to you 
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ſome Verſes that occurr to my Memory upon 
this Occafion. I learnt them ont of a Modern 
Play, and I think they are pat to the Purpoſe 
we are now upon. An experienc'd old Man 
cantion'd a Friend of his, the Father of a young 
Maiden, to keep her in, ſecure, and obſerve 
her, and among other things gives him his Ad- 
vice in the Words following : 


J. | 
Women like Venice Glaſſes are, 
A very very brittle Ware; 
Then do not, in a fooliſh Freak, 
Try if that * are will break, 


When Woman once begins to ſtray, 
And leave the Paths of Hononr, 
In full Career ſhe hies away; © 
Al Care it "of xpon her. 
Be careful therefore, but not jealons, 
And keep her from intreiguing Fellows ; 
Siuce whereſoe'er a Danae grows, 


Bright Gold in fleecy Carrents flows. 


War I have hitherto ſaid, Auſelmo, has been 
with Regard to you; it is fit I ſhou'd add ſome- 
thing relating ro my ſelf, And if I am tedious, 
excuſe me; It is all little enough, conſidering the 
Labyrinth into which you have run your ſelf, 
and out of which you would have me fetch you. 
You count me your Friend, and yet you wou'd 
deprive me of my Honour, which is an unrea- - 
ſonable thing; and this is not all, for you wou'd 
have me rob you of yours. That you will take 
away mine is plain; for there is no 
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when Camilla obſerves me making Love to her, 
ſhe will look upon me to be a bale and diſloyal 
Man, fince I attempt and act ſo contrary to my 
own Duty and your Friendſhip. That you 
would have me deprive you of yours, is not to 
to be doubted; becauſe Camilla ſeeing me make 
Love to her, muſt imagine I have obſerv'd ſome 
Lightneſs in her, which embolden'd me to make 
known my wicked Deſire to her, and ſhe look- 
ing upon her ſelf asdiſhonour'd therein, her Diſ- 
honour will redound upon you, as being the 
ſaperior Part of her. And therefore it is, that 
generally the Husband of an Adulterous Wife, 
tho? he knows it not, nor has given her any Oc- 
caſion to tranſgreſs, nor had it in his Power to 
prevent his Misfortune, as not proceeding from 
any neglect, or. want of Care in him, yet he goes 
under 2 ſcandalous and reproachful Name, and 
they that know his Wife's Wickedneſs look 
upon him with ſome ſort of Contempt, inſtead - 
of regarding him with Compaſſion ; foraſmuch - 
as his wicked Companion has. been the Cauſe - 
of his Diſgrace, and that it doth not proceed 

from any Fault of his own. But give me leave to 
tell you the Reaſon, why the Husband of an ill 
Wife is diſhonour'd, tho? he knows it not, nor 
is any way to blame, nor had any hand-in it, or 
ave Occation to be ſo; and be not weary of 


God plac'd our firſt Father Adam in the terreſtial - 
Paradiſe, the Scripture ſays, he laid him in a 
deep Sleep, and that as. he was Nleeping he took 
a Rib out of his left Side, whereof he made our 
firſt Mother Eve; and as ſoon as Adam awak'd 
and ſaw her, he ſaid, This is Fleſh of my Fleſh - 
and Bone of. my Bones. And God faid, For 
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her ſhall a Man forſake his Father and Mother, 
and they ſhall be one Fleſh, And then was in- 
ſtituted the divine Sacrament of Matrimony, and 
ſo knit that only Death can abſolve it. And the 
Virtue of this wonderful Sacrament is ſuch, 
that it makes two diſtin& Perſons one and the 
ſame Fleſh; nay it has a ſtronger Efficacy upon 
thoſe who live happily together, for tho* they 
have two Souls, they have. but one Will. This 
is the Reaſon, that the Wife's Fleſh being the 
fame with that of her Husband, the Pollution 
of Her's infe&ts His, tho', as has been aid, he 
is innocent of the Sin from whence the Conta- 
gion aroſe. For as the whole Body is ſenſible 
of the Foot, or any other of its Members, be- 
cauſe it is all the ſame Fleſh, and the Head feels 
the hurt that is done to the Ankle, tho? it be not 
Author of it; ſo the Husband partakes of the 
Wife's Diſhonour, as being one and the ſame 
thing with her. And ſince the Honours 
and Diſhonours of this World, are all of, and 
proceed from, Fleſh and Blood, and thoſe of a 
wicked Woman are of this ſort, it follows of 
Conſequence, that the Husband mult partake of 
them, and be look'd upon as diſhonour'd, tho” it 
be done without his Knowledge. Conſider 
therefore, Auſelmo, the Danger you expoſe your 
ſelf to, in going about to diſturb the Quiet your 
Wife lives in. Conſider how vain and imper- 
tinent a Curioſity it is to ſtir the Humours that 
now lye ſettled in your Wife's Breaſt, Re- 
member that all you can gain is inconſiderable, 
and what you will loſe is ſo great, that I mult 
leave it there, becauſe I want Words to expreſs 
it, But if all I have ſaid is not ſufficient to di- 
vert you from your ill Reſolution, you _ 
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ſeek ſome other Inſtrument of your Diſhonour 
and Misfortune, for I muſt refuſe the Office, tho 
on that Account I ſhould loſe your Friendſhip, 
which is the greateſt Loſs I can imagine. of 
T Is ſaid, the diſcreet and yirtuous Lothar:o 
was ſilent, and Anſelmo remain'd fo full of Con- 
fuſion, that for a, long while he could not an- 
ſwer a Word; but at laſt he ſaid to him, I have 
given Ear, Friend Lotharzo, to all you thought 
fit to ſay, with the Attention you have ſeen, and 
by your Arguments, Examples, and Compari- 
ſons diſcover your great Wiſdom, and the height 
of 2 perfed Friendſhip; I am alſo ſenſible, 
and confeſs, that if I do not follow your Opi- 
nion, but adhere to my own; I fly from Good, 
and run after Evil. This being allow'd, you 
mult imagine I now labour under that Diſtem- 
per ſome Women are ſubje& to, when the 
eat Clay, Plaiſter, Coles, and other things worſe 
than theſe, tho? they are loathſom to the Sight, 
and much more to the Taſte; ſo that it is re- 
quiſite to uſe ſome Artifice to cure me, which 
might eaſily be effected, if you would only be- 
in, tho” in a cold and feign'd Love to Camil- 
a,, who cannot be ſo eaſie as to ſurrender at - 
the firſt Attack, and this ſmall beginning will 
ſatisfy me, and you will therein do what is due 
to our Friendſhip; not only in ſaving my Life, 
but in perſuading me not to loſe my Honour. 
And you are oblig'd to do this, for one only 
Reaſon, which is, That I being reſolv'd to put 
this Tryal in Practice, you muſt not ſuffer me 
to diſcover my Madneſs to another, which 
would hazard that Honour you are endeavour- 
ing to preſerve; and if yours be for a time un- 
der ſoine Blemiſh in Camilla's Opinion, whiit 
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you make Love to her, it ſignifies little or no- 
thing; for you may ſoon, when we have diſ- 
cover'd in her that Virtue we look for, acquaint 
her with the whole Truth of our Contrivance; 
by which your Reputation will be reſtor'd to its 
Purity. And fince the Hazard you run is ſo very 
ſmall, and the Pleaſure I ſhall receive ſo exceed- 
ing great, do not omit it, tho? you diſcover in it 
never ſo many Inconveniences; for, as I have 
faid, if you will but only begin, I ſhall look up- 

on the Buſineſs as done. | 
LOTHARTIO perceiving Anſelmo was 
poſitively refolv'd, and not knowing what fur- 
ther Examples to urge, or Arguments to uſe 
to diſſuade him, and ſeeing he threatned that 
he would acquaint another with his unrea- 
ſonable Requeſt, to prevent further Harm, he 
teſolv'd to comply with him, and do what he de- 
fAr'd; being fully refolv'd ſo to manage that Bu- 
ſineſs, that Anſelmo ſhould be ſatisfy'd, without 
raiſing any Storm in Camil/a's Thoughts; and 
therefore he anſwer'd him, That he need not 
acquaint any other with that Buſineſs, for he 
would take it upon him, and begin whenſoever 
he thought fit. Azſe/moembrac'd him, and thank'd 
him as heartily as if he had done him ſome fig- 
nal Service. They both agreed, the Tryal ſhould 
begin the next Day; accordingly Anſelmo was 
to give him Leiſure and Opportunity to talk 
with Camilla alone, and furniſh him with Mo- 
ny and Jews to offer and preſent her. He ad- 
vis'd him to ſerenade her, to write Verſes in 
Praiſe of her, and if he would not take the Pains 
to make them himſelf, he would compoſe them 
for him. Lothario offer'd to do all he deſir'd; 
but with a far different Intention than Azſeimo 
imagin'd: And having thus ſettled this Att, 
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they return'd to Anſeimo's Houſe, where they 


found Camilla expecting her Husband wich Im- 
patience and trouble of Mind, becauſe he ſtaid 
out that Day longer than uſual. Lorbario went 
home to his own Houſe, and Axſelmo Raid in 
his, the one as well pleas'd, as the other was 
five, and deliberating what were the proper 
— to take, to get well off from ſuch an im- 
pertinent Buſineſs. That Night he contriv'd 
how ke might beſt deceive his Friend, without 
wronging Camilla, and the next Day came to 
Dine with him, and was well receiv'd by Ca- 
milla; who always entertain'd and made very 
much of him, becauſe of the Love ſhe knew 
her Husband had for him. Dinner ended, the 
Cloth was taken away, when Arſelmo defired 
Lotbario to keep Camilla Company, whilſt he 
went about ſome earneſt Buſineſs, adding that 
he wou'd return within an Hour and a half. 
Camilla deſir'd him not to go, and Lorbario of- 
fer'd to bear him Company; but all was in vain, 
for he preſs'd Lothario to ſtay and expect him; 

for that at his Return he ſhon'd have ſomethin 
of Moment to communicate to him. He alſo 
bid Camilla not leave Lothario alone till he re- 
turn'd.In ſhort, he ſo well counterfeired the Neceſ- 
ſity or the Folly of his Abſence, that no body could 
have gueſs'd it was feign'd. Anſelmo went a- 
way, and left Lothario and Camilla alone at the 
Table, for all the Family was gone to. Dinner. 
Lothario now found himſelf in the Lifts where 
his Friend had wiſh'd him, facing an Enemy, 
who with only her Beauty might have overcome a 
whole Squadron of arm'd Men: Conſider whe- 
ther Lotbario had not cauſe to fear her: But 
reſting his Elbow on the Arm of the Chair, _ 
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his Head on his Hand, he begg'd Camilla's Par- 
don for his Rudeneſs, telling her he was diſ- 
pos'd to take a little Reſt till the Return of Au- 
ſelmo. Camilla offer'd him a Couch that lay in 
the next Room, and advis'd him to go in, and 
ſleep there, Lothario would not accept of it, 
but ſleptin his Chair *cill Auſelmo return d; who 
finding Lothario aſleep, and Camilla in her Cham 
ber, Hoveha his Abſence had given them both 
time enough to talk, and ſleep too, and he long'd 
for Lothario to wake, that he might go out with 
him, and enquire after his Succeſs. ' All fell 
out as he could have wiſh'd; Lothario wak'd; 
they both went out: He ask'd what he delir'd 
to know; and Lotbario anſwer'd, That he had 
not thought fit to be too open the firſt time; and 
had therefore only commended Camilla's Beau- 
ty, telling her that all the Talk of the Town run up- 
on nothing elſe but her Beauty and Diſcretion; 
and that he had thought this a proper Introducti- 
on to- gain her Good-will, and diſpoſe her to 
hear him another time the more willingly; 
uſing the ſame Artifice the Devil does, when 
he would deceiv@ one that is upon his Guard, 
for he then transforms himſelf into an Angel of 
Light, and laying plauſible Things before him, 
at laſt diſcovers who he is, and compaſles his 
Deſign if the Deceit be not diſcover'd at firſt. 
All this was highly acceptable to eee who 
ſaid, he would give him the ſame Opportunity 
every Day, tho” he did not go abroad, for he 
would ſo employ his Time at home, that Ca- 
milla ſhould not be ſenſible of the Artifice. 
MANY Days paſs'd in this Manner, during 
which Lothario ſpoke not one Word to Camilla; 
tho” he told Auſelmo the contrary, and that he cou'd 
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not diſcover in her the leaſt token of Compli- 
ance, or any glimpſe of Hope for himſelf, but 
that ſhe rather threatned to acquaint her Huſ- 
band with his diſhonourable Deſigns, if he per- 
ſiſted in them. That's well, quoth Auſelmo, 
hitherto ſhe has withſtood Words; we muſt now 
try what Proof ſhe will be againſt Adions; To- 
morrow I will give you I wo thouſand Crowns 


in Gold, to preſent her, and as many more to 


buy Jewels to allure her; for Women, eſpe- 
cially when they are handſome, tho' they be ne- 
yer ſo chaſte, love to be richly cloath'd and 
fine: And if ſhe reſiſts this Temptation, I ſhall 
and will give you no further Trouble. Lotharis 
anſwer'd, That ſince he had begun, he would 
purſue it, tho* he doubted not, but that he 
fhould come off with Shame and Diſgrace. The 


next Day he receiv'd the four thouſand Crowns, 


and with them no lefs Confuſion; for he knew 
not what to do to invent new Lyes; but in 
ſhort, he reſolv'd to tell him, That Camilla 
was as impregnable to Gifts and Promiſes, as 


ſhe had been to Words, and that there was no 


occaſion to trouble himſelf any farther, for it 
was only loſing time. But Fate, which or- 
dain'd things after another manner, fo diſpos'd 
it, that Auſelmo having left Lothario and Camil- 
la alone, as he us'd to do at other times, he ſhut 
himſelf up in a Room, and through the Key- 
hole of the Door liſten'd and obſerv'd what they 
did, and ſaw that in more than half an Hour 


Lothario ſpoke not one Word to Camilla, nor 


would he have done it, tho' he had been there 
an Age. Then he perceiv'd, that all his Friend 
had told him concerning Camilla's Anfwers 


was falſe, and mere Fiction; and to try whe- 


ther 
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ther it were fo, he came out of his Chamber, 
and taking Lotbario aſide, ask'd him, What 
News he had, and what Temper Camilla was 
in? Lothario anſwer'd, That he never deſign'd 
to motion that Buſineſs any more, becauſe ſhe 
anſwer'd ſo harſhly, that he could not find in 
his Heart to ſay one Word more to her about it. 
Ah Lothario, Lothario, quoth Anſelmo, how ill 
do you anſwer the Truſt I repoſe in you, and 
the Kindneſs you owe me? I have been all this 
while looking thro* the Key-hole, and have 
from thence obſerv'd, that you ſpoke not 
a Word to Camilla: By which I imagine, you 
have never open'd your Lips to her; and if it be 
ſo, as I make no doubt but it is, why do you 
deceive me? and why do you -by one Strata- 
gem, that muſt end in my Confuſion, fruſtrate 
another I had laid for my Repoſe and Quiet? 
Anſelmo ſaid no more; but this was enough to 
put Lotbario out of Countenance, who almoſt 
looking upon it as a point of Diſhonour to have 
been taken in a Lye, ſwore to Anſelmo, That from 
thencetorwards he would ſo wholly take it up- 
on him to do his Pleaſure without any Prevari- 
cation, as he might himſelf obſerve, if he would 
watch him ; but that it was needleſs to uſe any ſach 
Precaution, becauſe he would take ſuch care to 
give him Satisfaction, that he ſhould have no 
Cauſe to ſuſpe& him. Auſelmo believ'd him, 
and to give him the better Opportunity and 
greater Security, he reſolv'd to abſent himſelf 
from home, for the ſpace of Eight Days, and 
go to a Country Seat of a Friend's, not far 
from the City. He agreed with this Friend to 
ſend a very preſſing Meſlage to him, that he 
might have an Excuſe to make to Camilla for 

| | leaving 
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leaving her. Unhappy and inconſiderate Aa- 
ſelmo, what are you doing? What do you con- 
trive? What is it you aim at? Confider you act 
againſt your ſelf, contriving your own Diſprace, 
and laying a Plot for your own Ruin. Your 
Wife Camilla is Virtuous, you enjoy her _ 
ly and peaceably, no Body diſturbs your Plea- 
ſure; her Thoughts do not exceed the Limits of 
her Houſe, you are her Heaven upon Earth, 
the End of her Defires, the Complement of her 
Delight, and the Rule her Will is govern'd by, 
which ſhe always fits to yours and the Will of 
Heaven. Now fince the Mine of her Honour, 
Beauty, Virtue, and Retiredneſs yields up to 
you all its Riches, to what Purpoſe will you fink 
the Ground, and fearch after Veins of a new 
imaginary Treaſure, expoſing your ſelf to the 
Danger of having the Whole fall in, as being 
ſupported on the weak Props of her frail Nature: 
Confider, it is bat reaſonable that he who ſeeks 
Impoſſibilities, ſhou'd fail of thoſe things that 
are poſſible. wks a 
ANSELMO went the next Day, as he had 
determin'd, into the Country, telling Camilla, 
That whilſt he was abſent, Zorharro wou'd 
charge himſelf with the Care of his Family, and 
dine with her, and that ſhe ſhou'd uſe him as ſhe 
wou'd himfelf. Camilia, like a diſcreet and vir- 
tuous Woman, was troubled at what her 
Husband order'd; and bid him reflect, That. 
it did not look well that any Body in his Abſence 
ſnou'd fill his Place at Table; that if he doubted 
of her Diſcretion in the Government of his Fa- 
mily, he might try for that Time, and wou'd 
find by Experience, that ſhe cou'd dndergo grea- ' 
ter Burdens. Axſe/me told her, it was his Fw 
My ure, 
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ſure, and there was no more to be ſaid, but to 
ſubmit and obey. Camilla ſaid ſhe: wow'd, - tho” 
againſt her Inclinations. Anſelmo departed, and 
the next Day Lozhario came to his Houſe, where 
he was kindly receiv'd and modeſtly entertain'd 


by Camilla, who contriv'd never to be alone, but 


had al ways her Men and Women Servants about 
her, eſpecially a Maid whoſe Name was Leonela, 
for whom ſhe had a particular Kindneſs, becauſe 
they had been bred together from their Childhood 
at her Father's, and when ſhe marry'd Anſelmo, 
ſhe brought her with her. For the three firſt 
Days Lothario never ſpoke a Word to her, tho? 
he might have done it when the Cloth was ta- 
ken away and the Family gone to dine in haſte, 
for ſo Camilla had order'd it: And tho* Leonela 
was directed always to dine before Camilla, and 
never to ſtir from her; yet ſne, whoſe Head ran 
on other Things that were more to her Mind, 
and wanted ſome Time and Opportunity for her 
own Pleaſure, did not always obey her Miſtreſs's 
Commands; but left her alone with Lothario, 
as if ſhe had been order'd ſo to do. However 
Camilla's modeſt Carriage, her Gravity and Re- 
ſervedneſs were ſuch, as ty'd up Lozhario's 
Tongue. But that Virtue which tied up his 
Tongue for ſome time, at: laſt ended in the 
Ruin of them both. For tho” the Tongue was 
ſilent, Thought play'd its Part, and had Leiſure 
particularly to contemplate the Perfections of 
Camilla's Goodneſs and Beauty, which might 
have overcome a marble Statue, much more a 
Heart of Fleſh. The Opportunity Lothario had 


of talking to her was ſpent in gazing on her, and 


in conſidering how worthy ſhe Was to be be- 
lov'd. This Thought begun by Degrees 4 
Th: weig 
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weigh down the Reſpe& he ow'd Anſelmo, and 
he had it in his Head a thouſand times to leave 
the City, and be gone where Anſelmo might ne- 
ver ſee him more, nor he Camilla; but the Plea- 
ſure he took in gazing on her already, prevented 
him. He ſtruggled with himſelf, and labour'd 
to reject and ſtifle the Pleaſure he receiv'd in 
viewing Camilla. He condemn'd himſelf when 
alone for his Madneſs, and call'd himſelf falſe 
Friend, and ill Chriſtian. He fram'd Dialogues, 
and made Compariſons betwixt himſelf and An- 
ſelmo, and ſtill he concluded, ſaying, That Au- 
ſelmo's Madneſs and Preſumption exceeded his 

Breach of Faith, and that he ſhou'd fear no Pu- 
niſhment for his Crime, were it as excuſable be- 
fore God as it was before Man. In ſhort, Ca- 
milla's Beauty and Perfection, together with the 
Opportunity the fooliſh Husband had given him, 
overthrew Lothario's Fidelity, and without re- 
garding any Thing but his Paſſion, when 
Anſelmo had been three Days. abſent, during 
which time he was in a continual Combat with 
himſelf to oppoſe his Affections, he began to 
diſcover his Love to Camilla, with much Con- 

fuſion indeed, but in ſuch amorous Terms, that 

Camilla was aſtoniſh'd, and riſing from the Place 
where ſhe ſat, went haſtily away into her Cham- 
ber without anſwering him a Word. However 
this Repulſe did not cauſe Lothario to caſt away 
all Hope, | which always attends Love; but on 
the contrary he yalued her the more for it. She 
having obſerv'd that in Lothario which ſhe cou'd 
never have imagin'd, knew not what todo; and 
thinking it neither ſafe, nor convenient to-give 
him another Opportunity of talking to her, ſhe 
reloly'd to ſend a Servant of hers that very 
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Night, as ſhedid, with a Note to Anſelmo, which 
was to this Effect. 225 


A an Army is not ſafe without its Gene- 

EY ral, or a Caſtle without its Governor, 
fo @ young Marryd Woman is not as 
ought to be without her Hasband, when ur- 

gent Occaſious do not call bim from ber. 4 
my ſelf ſo uneaſie without you, and ſo unable to 
endure your Abſence, that if you don't return 
ſpeedily, I Hall be forc d to go aud divert my ſelf at 
my Father's, tho“ I leave your Houſe without any 
— for I thin the Keeper you left me, if he 
was left as ſuch, minds his own Pleaſure more 
than your Buſineſs ; and ſence you are wiſe, I need 
ſay uo more, nor is it fit I pon d. | 


ANSELMO receiv'd this Letter, and by it 
underſtood that Lotbario had enter'd upon the 
Buſineſs, and that Camilla had made a Return 
to his Wiſh. Being ever-joy'd at this News, 
he return'd an Anſwer to Camiila by Word of 

Mouth, That ſhe ſhou'd make no Alteration in 
her Houſe upon auy Account, for he won'd be 
at Home very ſpeedily. Camilla was ſarpris'd 
at Azſeinro's Anſwer, which put her into more 
Confuſion than ſhe was in before; becauſe ſhe 
durſt neither ſtay. at home, nor to her Fa- 
ther's; for by ſtaying ſhe endanger d her Honour, 
and in going ſhe diſobey'd her Husband's Com- 
mands. At length ſhe refolv'd upon whatprov'd 
worſt ia the Event, which was to ſtay, deſigning 
not to ſhun Lerbario, leſt the Servants: ſhou'd 
take Noticeof it; and now ſhe was ſorry ſhe had 
written to her Husband, fearing leſt he ſhou'd 

_ think Lr harte had diſcover'd forme hag” in 

ö | her, 
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her, which had mov'd him not to 
Reſpect that was her due. But fatisfy'd 
of her own Honour, ſhe put her Confidence in 
God, and in her good Reſolution, which was 
to oppoſe Silence againſt all that Larhario cou'd 
ſay to her, without acquaititing her Husband 
with it any more, for fear of bringing him into 
ſome Quarrel or Danger; nay, ſhe was contri- 
ving how to excuſe Lothhario to Anſelmo, when 
be hau'd ask her what Reaſan ſhe had for wri- 
ting that Letter. With this rather honourable, 
than wiſe or advantagious Reſolution, ſhe the 
next Day heard Larthario, who prefs'd her fo 
hard, that her Conſtancy began to ſtagger, and 

her Modeſty had much ado to. have recourſe to 
her Eyes, that they might not diſcover ſome a- 
morous Sentiments, which ELatharioe's Words 
and Tears had ſtirr'd up in her Breaſt. All this 
Lotbario obſerv'd, and itenflam'd him the more. 
In ſhort, he was of Opinion, That he ought to 
puſh on the Siege he had laid to that Fortreſs 
with the utmoſt Vigour, whilſt he had the Ad- 
vantage of Anſelmo's Abſence; and ſo he at- 
tack'd her Pride with the Commendations of her 
Beauty, for nothing ſo ſoon conquers and ſub- 
dues the towring Vanity of beautiful Women, 
as Vanity it ſelf convey'd on the Tongue of Flat- 
tery. In a Word, he fo cunningly undermin'd 

2 of her Honour, that tho' Camilla had 


n made of Braſs, ſhe muſt have fallen. He. 


wept,  begg'd, offer'd, flatter'd, urg'd, and coun» 
terfeited 75 much to the . Camilla's 
Modeſty was overthrown, and he triumph'd 
_ Where ht leaſt expected, and moſt coveted. Ca- 
milla yielded, Camilla ſurrender' d; what Won- 
der then if Lotharis's Friendſhip 9 
„ Wo + 


pay her the 
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ſtand the Shock ! From whence we may learn, 
That the Paſſion of Love is only to be over- 
come by flying from it, and that no Body muſt 
preſume to encounter ſo powerful an Enemy ; 
for it requires Divine Strength to overcome his, 
tho' Huggins Only Leonela was privy to her 
Miſtreſs's Frailty, which cou'd not be con- 
ceal'd from her by the falſe Friends and new 
Lovers. Lothario thought not fit to acquaint 
Camilla with what had been impos'd upon him 
by Anſelmo, nor that he had given him the Op- 
portunity of advancing ſo far; leſt ſne ſnou'd va- 
ue his Affection the leſs, and imagine that he 
had made Love to her at firſt merely out of Com- 

pliance to his Friend, and not deſignedly. - 
 ANSELMO return'd home in a few Days, 
and did not miſs what was ma in his Wife, 
which was what he had moſt expos'd, and yet moſt 
valu'd. He went away immediately to ſee Lothar, 
and found him in his Houſe, where they embrac'd 
each other, and Anſelmo enquired after what he 
ſaid ſo nearly concern'd him, that his Life or 
Death depended upon it. The News I have to 
tell you, Friend Anſelmo, ſaid Lothario, is, that 
you have ſuch a Wife, as may juſtly be accounted 
the Honour and Glory of Women. The Words 
Thave ſaid to her vaniſh'd into Air, my Offers 
have been undervalu'd, Gifts refus'd, and ſome 
counterfeit Tears have been made a Jeſt of. 
In fine, as Camilla is the Perfection of Beauty, 
ſo is ſhe the very Reſidence of Honour, Civili- 
ty, Modeſty, and all other Virtues that can 
make an honeſt Woman commendable and hap- 
. py. Take back your Mony, Friend, here it is, 
I have had no Opportunity of uſing it, for Ca- 
milla's Virtue is not to be ſubdu'd by ſuch mean 
| Things 
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Things as Gifts or Promiſes. Be ſatisfy'd, Au- 
ſelmo, and make no further Tryals than have 
been made already. And ſince without wetting 

our Feet you have over-paſs'd an Ocean of 
ubts and Jealouſies which may be had of Wo- 
men, do not launch again into the deeg Sea of 
new Inconveniences, nor employ any other Pi- 
lot to make Tryal of the Goodneſs and Strength 
of the Ship, on Board which Heaven has em- 
bark'd you to ſail thro' the Sea of this World: 
But reckon your ſelf in a ſafe Harbour, moor 
your ſelf with Anchors of ſolid Conſideration, 
and ſtir not till that Debt is demanded of you, 
from the Payment of which no Confideration 
of Nobility or Priviledge will exempt us. Au- 
ſelmo was overjoy'd at Lethario's Words, and 
took them for an Oracle. However he defir'd 
him not to defiſt, tho? it were only for Curio- 
ſity and Paſtime, but that he need not for the 
future uſe ſuch preſſing Inſtances as he had done 
heretofore; however he wou'd have him write 
fome Verſes as it were occaſionally in Praiſe of 
her under the Name of Cloris, for he would 
intimate to Camilla, that he was in Love with a 
Lady to whom he had given that Name, under 
which he might celebrate her with the Reſpects 
due to her Honour; and that in caſe Lotha- 
rio would not be at the Pains to compoſe 
the Verſes, himſelf, he would write them for 
him. There is no need of that, reply'd Lotha- 
rio, for the Muſes are not ſo much my Ene- 
mies, but that they ſometimes condeſcend to 
viſit me. Do you only take Care to inform Ca- 
milla of what you have ſaid concerning my pre- 
tended Love, I'il make the Verſes, if not fo good 
as the Subject deſerves, yet at leaſt the beſt I 71 
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This the impertinent and the falſe Friend con- 


cluded upon. Anſelmo returning home, ask'd 


Camilla, what ſhe admir'd he had not ask'd be- 
fore, which was, to know what moy'd her to 
write the Note-ſhe ſent him. Camilla anſwer'd, 
that when ſhe wrote that Note, ſhe fancy'd Lo- 
thario ſeem'd more confident than when Axſel- 
mo was at home, but that ſhe was now unde 
ceiv'd, and believ'd it to have been only a Fancy 
of her own; for Lothario now fled from her 
Sight, and avoided being alone with her. Azſel- 
mo told her ſhe might be eaſy as to that Point, 
ſince to his Knowledge Lotbhario was in Love 
with a young Lady of Quality, whom he 
Celebrated under the Name of Chloris; and that 
tho? he were not; yet there was no Reaſon to 
ſuſpect Lothaxro's Honour, or be jealous of their 
Friendſhip.” Had not Camilla been forewarn'd 
by Lotharro, that the Love of Chlorzs was coun- 
terfeit, and that he had told Anſelmo he was in 
love that he might employ himſelf at times in 


the Commendation of Camilla, ſhe would cer- 


tainly have been intangled in the deſperate Snares 
of Jealouſy; but being prepar'd before-hand, it 


- was noSurpriſe to her. The next Day, as they 


were all three ſitting together after Dinner, Au- 


felmo defired Lothario to repeat ſome of the 


Verſes he had written upon his beloved C-lo- 
ris, which he might ſafely do, ſince the Perſon 
who was veil'd under that fictitious Name was 
unknown to Camilla. 'Tho' Camilla did know 
her, reply'd Lothario, I ſhou'd not make any 
Secret of it; for when a Lover commends his 
Miſtreſs's Beauty, and reflects upon her Cruelty, 
he does no Wrong to her Reputation. But be it 
as it will, Yeſterday I made a Song upon Cy lo- 


SONG. 
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SO 4 G. 

At dead of Night, when Care gives Place | | ; 
In other Breaſts to ſoft Repoſe, = 

My throbbing Heart feels no Receſs, | 
Since Love and * are my Foes. 

At Morn, when Phoebus from the Eaſt 

Repels the gloomy Shades of 7 


The Grief that racks my tortur'd Breaſt 
Redoubles at th K of Light. 
II. 


At Noon, when moſt intenſe he ſhines, 
My Sorrows more intenſe are grown ; 

At Ev ning, when the Sun declines, 
They ſet not with the Setting Sun. 

IV. 
To my Relief then haſten, Death, 
Aud eaſe me of my reſtleſs Moes: 

With Foy I will * n my Breath, 

Since Love and Chloris are my Foes. 


CAMIL LA lik'd the Sonnet well, but Anſe/;:9 un 
better; he commended it moſt extravagantly, 1 
and ſaid the Lady was too cruel, ſince ſhe did PN 
not make ſome Return to ſo much Sincerity. 1 
To which Camilla anſwer'd, What, muſt we x 
take all that Poets ſay when they are in Love J 


tor Goſpel? As Poets, reply'd Lozharto, they do- | 1 
not always ſpeak Truth, but as Lovers they ne- il 
ver fall ſhortof it. There is no Doubt of that, | 


ſaid Anſelmo, ſtill to gain Lothario Credit with _ il 
Camilla, who was as regardleſs of Anſelmo's 1 
Contrivance, as ſhe was fond of Lotbhario. Thus If 
being pleas'd with any thing that was his, and * 
being perſuaded that his Thoughts and Verfes i 

Vor. III. t- were 
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were addreſſed to her, and that ſne was the true 
Chloris, ſhe deſit'd him, if he could remember 
any other Verſes to repeat them. I have ano- 
ther Sonnet, anſwer'd Lotbario, but I believe it 
is not fo good as the Firſt, or rather worſe, 
which you may judge of, for it is this. 


8 O 2 G. 
See, cracl Fair! I die to prove 
The Truth and Fer vour 9 2 Love: 
In Death I ſeek for that Relief, 
Which you deny my Hug Grief. 
II. 
Nor in the Grave, where all Thing, lye 
Forgotten, (hall your Mem'ry die. 
Not Lethe's Haters ſhall unbind 
Your lov'd Idaa from my Mind. 
III 


T hat can admit of no Decay, 

But ſhall for ever with me ſtay: 

Ev'n aſter Death it ſball ſurvive, 

And, like my _ immortal live. 

O let my Death at laſt ſuffice, 
Since I muſt full Love's Sacrifice; 
Aud let ſome piteous Tears be fhed 

To crown my Aſper, when I'm dead. 


ANSELMO was as extravagant inhisCom- 
mendations of this Sonnet as he had'been of the 
former, and ſo made himſelf an Inſtrument to his 
own Diſhonour; for when Lothario abus'd him 
moſt, it was when he told him his Honour was 
ſafeſt. Thus every ſtep Camilla took to become 
contemptible, rais'd her in the Eſteem of her 

| Husband 
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Husband toward the N pitch of Virtue and 
a good Name. Camilla being once alone, as 
ſne often was, with her Maid, ſaid to her, I 
am aſham'd, dear Leontla, when I think how 
little I have valu'd my felf, in not making 
Lothariopurchaſe his Enjoyment of me by length 
of Time, but ſurrendering to him of my own 
accord. I fear he will condemn my ſpecdy Com- 
plyance, without refle&ing on the Violence he 
us'd to take from me the Power of reſiſting. 
Be not troubled at that, Madam, anſwer'd Le- 
oxela, for the Value or Contempt of a thing 
does not conſiſt in its being ſoon given, if the 


thing be good it ſelf and worth eſteeming. Nay 


it is a common Saying, That he who gives Im- 
mediately, gives Double. But there is another 
Saying, anfwer'd Camilla, That what is cheap 
10% of wo Value. That does not at all concern 
you, ſaid Leonela; for Love, as I have been told, 

ſometimes creeps and ſometimes flyes; with 
ſome he runs, and with others he walks; ſome 


it warms and ſoine it fires ; ſome it wounds, others 


it kills. In one and the ſelf- ſame Moment it ſets 
out and reaches to the end of its Deſires. It 


ſometimes lays vgs to a Fortreſs in the Morn- 
ing, and is in Poſſeſſion of it by Night, becauſe 


no Force is able to withſtand it. And if fo, 


what do you wonder at, or what do you fear? 
For *tis likely the ſame has happen'd to Lotha- 
719, Love having laid hold of my Maſter's Ab- 
ſence, as the proper Means to reduce you both. 
And it was neceſſary that what Love had de- 


creed, ſhou'd beconcluded during that Abſence, 
without loſs of Time, leaſt Gelees Return 


might have left the Work imperfect. For Love 
has no better Officer to put his Deſigns in Exe- 
12 cution 
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cution than Opportunity, which it makes uſe 
of upon all Occaſions, eſpecially in the firſt 
Beginning of an Amour. All this I know ra- 
ther by Experience, than by Hearſay ; and ſome 
Day I will give you an Account of all, for ! 
am young too, and made of Fleſh and Blood 
like you. Beſides, Madam, you did not yield 
before you had firſt ſeen all Lothario's Soulthro? 
his Eyes, his Sighs, his Words, Promiſes and 
Preſents, and in that and his Virtues you ſaw 
how worthy Lothario was to be belov'd. Let 
not therefore ſuch nice Reflections trouble you, 
but be aſſur'd Lothario values you as you do him; 
and rejoice and be ſatisfy'd, that ſince it was 
your Fate to be taken in the Snare of Love, 
ou are fallen, into the Hands of one of ſo much 
Worth and Value, that he has not only the 
four 8 8 of his Side, which they fay belong to 
a true Lover, but the whole Alphabet may be 
apply'd to him. If you doubt of it obſerve what 
1 ſay, and you ſhall find me run it all over by 
heart. He is, in my Opinion, Agreeable, Boun- 
tiful, Courteous, Diſcreet, Eaſy, Faithful, Gal- 
lant, Handſome, Ingenious, Kind, Loyal, Mo- 
diſh, Noble, Obliging, Prudent, Quick, Rich, 
Secret, T'ruſty, Valiant, Witty. X will not 
ſuit him, becauſe it isa harſh Letter, Vis Young, 

Z., Zealous, for your Honour and Service. 
CAMILLA laugh'dat her Maid's Alphabet, 
and concluded her better vers'd in the Affairs of 
Love, than ſhe had yet expreſs'd; which ſhe 
ſoon own'd, declaring to Camilla that ſhe had 
a Love Intrigue with a Youth well born in the 
City, at which Camilla was not a littletroubled, 
fearing her Honour might ſuffer by that Means. 
She examin'd ber whether it had paſs'd any — 
| | ther 
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ther than Words. She freely and impudently e- 
noughown'ditdid. For it is certain that the Mi- 
ſtreſs's Guilt makes the Maid confident ;and when 
the one trips the other is not aſham'd to tumble. 
Camilla finding her Error paſt Remedy, could on- 
ly deſire Leonela to diſcloſe nothing of her At- 
airs to her Lover, and be cautious in her Own, 
ſo that neither Auſelmo nor Lothario might diſ- 
cover any thing of it. Leonela anſwer'd ſhe 
wou'd ; but perform'd it ſo ill, that Camilla was 
in perpetual Fear, leaſt her Reputation ſhou'd be 
ſacrificed to her Maid's Confidence and Inclina-- 
tion. For when once ſhe ſaw. her Miſtreſs to 
be leſs referv*'d than before, ſhe grew ſo bold as 
to admit her Lover into the Honſe, being aſ- 
ſur'd that tho' her Miſtreſs ſaw: him, ſhe durſt 
not diſcover him. For this is one of the many 
ill Conſequences of tripping Dames, they be- 
come Slaves to their own Maids,- and are ob- 
lig*d to conceal their lewd and baſe: PraQtices, 
as it now happen'd to Camilla. For tho? ſhe 
ſeveral times perceiv'd that Leonela was with 
her Gallant in a Chamber in the Houſe, ſhe was 
ſo far from daring to chide, that ſhe gave her the 
Opportunity of ſhutting him up; and us'd all 
poſſible Means that he might not be ſeen by 
her Husband. Yet ſhe could not prevent Lo- 
thario's ſecing him go out of the Houſe one 
Morning at break of Day. At firſt Sight he took 
him for a Fantome; but when he ſaw him make 
away, muffle up and conceal himſelf carefully, - 
he was convinc'd of that Error, but ſtumbled. 
upon another,. which muſt have been the Ruin- 
of them all, had not Camilla prevented it. 
LOTHAR IO did not imagine that the Per- 
fon he ſaw go out 1 Houſe at that 
CES 3 - un- 
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nn feaſonable Hour, had been entertain'd there 
by Leonela, nor did he ſo much as think of her, 
but concluded that as Camilla had been faulty 
with him, fhe had been ſo with another: For 
this is the Conſequence of an unchaſt Woman's 
Crime; that ſhe loſes her Reputation even with 
the Man whoſe Vows and Tears won her to a- 
bandon it. He believes ſhe'beftows her ſelf upon o- 
thersat a cheaper Rare, and improves thelighteſt 
Appearance into the the moſt evident Matter of 
Fat. Thus Lerhario having in a Moment for- 
fened all his Judgmem, without allowing him- 
felf Time to conſider, gave way to the I'ranſ- 
ports of Rage and N where he had not 
receiv'd the leaſt Injury; for he went to him and 
faid, Know, Anſelmo, that I have long ſtrug- 

led with my felf, labouring to conceal that 

rom you, which I neither can nor ought in Ju- 
ftice longer to make a Secret of. Know then 

that Cami lla's Fort is upon the Point of Sur- 
render, and if I have delay'd diſeovering the 
Truth till now, it was to try whether it was any 
light Fancy of hers, or whether fhe did it to try 
me, and fee if the Love I have by your leave 
pretended to her was Real. I alfo believ'd that 
ſhe had been fo good as ſhe ought to be, and as 
we both believ'd, and that ſhe wou'd have ac- 
quainted you with my Importunity ; but finding 
ſhe dealys it, I perceive the Fromiſes ſhe has 
made me are Real, to wit, that the next time 
you are from home fhe will meet me to my Sa- 
tisfackion in the Wardrobe, (and that was the 
Place where Camilla us'd to meet him.) Howe- 
ver, continu'd he, I wou'd not have you run 
raſhly to Revenge, ſince as yet there is no Crime 
cominitted any further than in Thought, and 

— per⸗ 
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perhaps 52; wit this and the Time, of Aſſignati- 
on, ber /iae may rally, and ſhe repent of her 
Fally., {herefore as you have hitherto taken 
my Advice, oſiow it now, that you may have a ſuf- 
ficient Conviction before you put your Reſolves 
in Execution. Pretend Abſence for two or 
three Days, and convey your ſelf privately behind 
the Hangings in the Wardrobe, from whence 
you may be an Eye-Witneſs of Camilla's Con- 
duct. And if ſhe prove as wicked as may be 
fear'd, tho' we hope the contrary, then may you 
E with Diſeretion and Prudence be the 
xecutioner of your Wrongs. 

ANSELMO was amaz'd, ſurpris'd, and 
ſtunn'd at Lothario's Words, becauſe they took 
him at a Time when he leaſt expected to hear 
them; for till now he look'd upon Camilla as 
victrious over the counterfeit Attempts of Lo- 
thario, and began to enjoy the Glory of her Vi- 
Cory. He ſtood ſilent a long while, looking 
down without moving his Eyes, and at laſt ſaid, 
You have perform'd what I expected from your 
Friendſkip, Lorbario, Iwill take your Advice in 
all Things; do as you think fit, and be as ſecret 
as You tee is requiſite in a Buſineſs of this Con- 
ſequence. Lotbario promis'd to do lo, and as 
ſoon as he was gone from him repented of all he 
bad ſaid, and of the Folly he had committed, 
fince he might have been reveng'd on Camilla 
without taking ſuch a barbarous and diſhonou- 
rable Method. He curs'd his Underitanding, 
he coademn'd his haſty Reſolution, and knew 
not which way to take to undo what was done, 
or find ſome tolerable Means to get out of it. 
At length he reſoly'd to acquaint Camilla with 
the whole Matter; and there being no want of 
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Opportunity to do it, that-very Day he found 
her alone; and ſhe, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw ſhe might 
ſpeak her Mind, ſaid, Know, Friend Lozhario, 
there is one thing gives me ſo much trouble, that 
J am afraid it will break my Heart. Leonela 
is grown ſo impudent that every Night ſhe ſhuts 
up a Gallant ſhe has in the Houſe, and is with 
him till Day, to the great Detriment of nity Ho- 
nour, as any Man will judge that ſees him go 
out of the Houſe at ſuch unſeaſonable Hours; 
and what 'troubles me moſt is, that I can- 
not puniſh nor chide her; for her being privy 
to our Intrigues obliges me to conceal Hers, 
ne dread this will be the Cauſe of ſome Diſ- 
aſter. 

AT firſt Lothario believ'd what Camilla ſaid 
had been only a Contrivance to perſuade 
him that the Man he ſaw go out was Leo- 
 wela's Gallant, and not hers; but ſeeing her 
weep, affli& her ſelf, and ask his Advice, 
he gave Credit to the Truth, was altoge- 
ther confounded, and repented of what he had 
done. However he anſwer'd Camilla, That 
ſhe ſhould not trouble her ſelf, for he would 
find out ſome Means to curb the Infolence of 
Leoxela. At the ſame time he told her all he 
had ſaid to Anſelmo, to which he had been pro- 
vok'd by the furious Rage of Jealouſy, and how 
it was agreed, that Azſe/mo ſhould hide himſelf 
in the Wardrobe, that he might there ſee how 
falſe ſhe was to him. He begg'd her Pardon 
for this Extravagancy, and ask'd her Advicehow 
to mend it, and to get out of that confus'd La- 
byrinth into which his jealous Rage and want 
of Senſe had run him. ä | 


CAMILLA 


The Curious Impertinent. 177 


CAMILLA was aſtoniſh'd to hear what 
Lothario ſaid, and chid him 5 condemn- 
0 


ing his raſh Judgment, and the ill Courſe he had 
taken upon it. But as commonly Women have 
a readier Wit than Men, either for Good, or 
Miſchief ; ſhe- in a Moment contriv'd how to 
come off of a Buſineſs, that in Appearance bote 
ſo terrible an Aſpect. She bid Lozhario order 
Anſelms to hide himſelf next Day in the Place he 
had propoſed, aſſuring him that ſhe did not que- 
ſtion but ſhe ſhou'd ſo manage the Matter, that 
for the future they ſhou'd have a more frequent 
and ſecure Opportunity of enjoying one ano- 
ther: And without diſcovering her whole De- 
ſign, ſhe bid him, as ſoon as Anſe/mo was hid, 
to come away to her upon the firſt Call of Leo- 
zela, and that he ſhould anſwer all ſhe ſaid, as 
he would anſwer if he did not know that An- 
 Jelmo heard him. Lothario was importunate 
with her to know the whole Contrivance, that he 
might the more exactly obſerve all that was ne- 
ceſſary in that Caſe. I tell you, faid Camilla, 
there is no more to be obſerv'd, but to anfwer 
to what I ſhall ask. Camilla would not ac- 
quaint him with her Deſign before-hand, leaſt 
he ſhou'd refuſe to follow the Method ſhe fo 
much approv'd of, and ſhould ſeek ſome other 
that was not ſo good. 

WITH this Lothario went away; and Anſelmo 
the next Day, upon pretence of going to the 
Village where his Friend liv'd, ſet out, and re- 
turn'd to hide himſelf, which he did without a- 
ny Difficulty ; for Camilla and Leonela gave him 
a fair Opportunity. He convey'd himſelf be- 
hind the ang! s, in ſuch Diſorder as may eaſi- 
ly be imagin'd of one that expected with his own 
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Eyes to fee his Honour betray'd, and him- 
ſelf depriv'd of the greateſt Blifs he thought he 
enjoy'd in his lov'd Camilla. So foon as Cami lla, 
and TLeonela were ſure Auſelmo had conceat'd 
himfelf, they went into the Wardrobe; where 
Camilla fetching a deep Sigh ſaid, Alas, my dear 
Leoneta, were it not better, before I put that in 
Pra&ice, which you muſt not know leaft you 
fhon'd endeavour to hinder me in the Execu- 
tion of it, that you take Auſelmos Dagger, and 
pierce my vile Breaſt? But do it not; for it is 
not reaſonable, that I ſhould ſuffer the Pu- 
nifment due to another's Guilt, I will firſt know 
what the bold and lewd Eyes of Loshario have 
ſeen in mine, that ſhonld encourage him to dif- 
cover to me fo wicked an Inclination as he has 
pre ſinn'd to do, in contempt of his Friend, and 
to my Diſhonour. Go to the Window, Leov- 
nelz, and call him, for without donbr he is 
in the Street, waiting for the Accompliſhnent of 
lris wicked Deſign; but mine, as Cruel as it is 
Honourable, ſhall firſt take effect. O Lord, 
Madam, anſwer'd the cunning and well-inſtreQ- 
ed Leonela, and what is it you mean to do with 
that Dagger? Do you deſign to kill your ſelf, 
or Latbario? For if you do either, it will una- 
voidably end in the Loſs of your Honour and 
Reputation. It will be wiſer in you to pat vp 
this Wrong, and not give this baſe Man an 
Opportunity to come into the Houſe; and find 
us two alone. Confider, Madam, we are weak 
Women, and he a Man defperate; and if he 
comes full of that wicked Defign, perhaps; be- 
fore you can put yours in Execution, he will do 
that which will be worſe than Death to you. A 
Curſe on my Matter, Who tas made this _ 
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dent Varlet ſo free in his Houſe. And in caſe, 
Madam, that you ſhould kill him, as I ſuppoſe 
you delign,, what ſhall we do with him when he 
is Dead? What, dear Girl? we'll leave him to 
Auſelmo to. bury him; it cannot but be a grate- 
ful Office to him, who will thereby bury his 
own Shame. Make haſte, and call him; for 
methinks all the while I delay taking the Re. 
venge due to my Wrong, I injure the Faith I 
owe my Husband. | | 
ANSEL MO heard all this, and his Mind 
chang'd at every Word Camilla ſpoke. But 
when he underſtood. ſhe was reſolv'd to kiil L. 
thurio, he was at firſt determined to come forth, 
and diſcover himſelf, and thereby prevent it, 
but was ſtopp'd. by the Defire of ſeeing what 
would be the end of ſo mach Bravery, and ſo 
honourable. a Reſolution, diſpoſed to, ſhew 
himſelf time enough to prevent Miſchief. By 
this Camillu fell into a fainting Fit, and caſting 
her ſelf upon a Bed that was in the Ro Leu 
nela began to weep bitterly, and to ſay, Wretch- 
ed Creature that I am, ſhall I be ſo unhappy 
as to ſee the Flower of worldly Virtue, the 


Mirrour of modeſt Women, the Pattern of Cha- 


ſtity die here in my Arms! To theſe ſhe added 
many other Expreſſions ſo well feign'd, that no 
body could have heard her, but would have 


thought her the moſt afflicted and moſt faithful 


Servant in the World, and her Miſtreſs a ſe- 
cond Perſecuted Penelope. It was not long be- 
fore Camilla came to her ſelf, and as ſoon as 
ſhe did, ſhe ſaid, Why don't you go, Leoxela, and 
Call the falſeſt Friend that ever the Sun ſhin'd 
upon, or the Night conceal'd! Haſte away, let 
not the Fire of Indignation I have in my Breaſt 
cool 
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cool by delay, and ſo the juſt Revenge I have 
ev my ſelf, ſink into Threats and Curſes. 
go to call him, Madam, ſaid Leonela; but you 
muſt firſt give me that Dagger, that you may 
not do any thing in m Ablence. which may 
give all that love you Cauſe to lament as long 
as they live. Let not that Fear detain you, an- 
ſwer'd Camilla; for tho' I may be bold and re- 
folute in maintaining my Honour, yet I will 
not, like Lucretia, kill my ſelf innocent as 1 am, 
without having firft kill'd the principal Cauſe of 
my Diſhonour ; if I die, it ſhall not be *till I have 
revenged my ſelf on him that has tempted me 
to this guilty Aſſignation, and made him la- 
ment his Crime, without being guilty of any my 
ſelf. Leonela cond hardly be prevail'd upon 
to leave Camilla alone, and call Lothar ;. but 
at laſt ſhe withdrew, and then Camilla enter- 
tain'd her ſelf, and her Husband, with the fol- 
lowing Soliloquy. Good Heaven! had it not 
been better to have turn'd away Lotbario, as I 
have done many times before, than to give him 
Cauſe to take me for an immodeſt lewd Wo- 
man, at leaſt ſo long as till I ſhall undeceive 
him? It were better, without doubt; but then I 
ſhould not be reveng'd, nor will my Husband's 
Honour be ſatisfy'd, if he ſhould go off ſo eaſily 
from the Place to which his wicked Defigns 
have brought him. Let the falſe Man's Life at- 
tone for his laſcivious Intention. Let the 
World know, when my Story comes to be pub- 
liſh'd, that Camilla was not only true to her 
Husband ; but that fhe reveng'd him of the Man 
that would have difhonour'd him. Yet E believe, 
jr had been better to have acquainted Anſelmo 
with it. It is has been already hinted to him = 
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the Letter J ſent him into the Country; and I- 
believe, his not coming then to prevent the 
Miſchief I there pointed out to him, was be- 
cauſe he was ſo Good and Sincere, that he nei- 
ther would nor could believe that ſo try'd a 
Friend could be guilty of the leaſt Thought that 


might be to his Diſhonour ; nor did I believe it: 
my ſelf for a long time, nor indeed ſnou'd lever 
have believ'd it, if his Inſotence had not gone 
ſo far, that his open Preſents, large Promi- 
ſes, and continual Tears, made it beyond all 
diſpute. But to what purpoſe are theſe Conſi- 
derations? Do's a gallant Reſolution ſtand in 
need of any? No wh away, fond Thoughts 
Revenge is now my Task; let the Villain come, 
tet him draw near, let him die and periſh, let 
the fatal Conſequence be what it will. Unſpot- 
ted I came to Him Heaven has made mine, and 
unſully'd will I leave him; the worſt that can 
befal me, is to have my chaſte Blood mingled 
and polluted with that of the moſt treacherous 
of Friends. Whilſt ſhe was uttering theſe Words, 
ſhe walk'd about the Room with the naked Dag- 
ger, ſtepping ſo wildly, and with ſuch Diſorder 


in her Motions and Actions, that ſhe look'd 
more like a deſperate Ruffian, than one of the 


ſofter Sex. 

ANSELMO ſaw it all from behind the 
Hangings, and was ſtruck with Admiration; 
he now thought what he had ſeen and heard 
was enough to have remov'd a ſtronger Cauſe of 
Suſpicion than His was, and he began to wiſh 
' Lothario wow'd not come, as dreading ſome 
diſaſtrous Accident. He was juſt ready to diſ- 
cover himſelf, and undeceive his Wife, when 
he beheld Leonela leading in Lothario. As ſoon 


as 
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as Camilla ſaw him enter, ſhe drew a Line on 
the Ground with the er, and ſaid, Lotha- 
io take notice of what I ſay to you, if you 
dare to paſs this Line you ſee, or fo much as 
come near it, the Moment I ſce you at- 
tempt it I'll bury this Dagger in my Breaſt; 
and before you make any Anſwer to what 1 
have ſaid, I will have you give me your Atten- 
tion; for when I have done, you fhall anſwer 
as. you think fit. The firſt thing I would know 
of you, Lotharz, is, whether you know my 
Husband Auſeimo, and what Eſteem the World 
has of him? And in the next place, I would 
know whether you know me? Anſwer to this, 
and be not in Confuſion, nor take much time 
to confider on the Anſwer; for there is no Dit- 
ficulty in what I ask. Lorhario was not ſo dull, 
but he had from the Moment Camila bid him 
cauſe Anſelmo to hide himſelf, gueſs'd at what 
ſhe defign'd to do; fo he anſwer'd her Deſign 
with ſuch Judgment, and fo pat, that the Ficti- 
on was loſt in the Appearance of Reality. 1 
never did imagine, fair Camilla, ſaid Lotbario, 
that you wou'd ask ſuch Queſtions of me, ſo 
little pertinent to the Defign I came upon; if 
you do it to delay the promis'd Favour, you 
ſhou'd have prepar'd me for the Diſappointment ; 
for the nearer the Hope of Poſſeſſing is, the grea- 
ter is the Pain to have that Hope deſtroyed. But 
ro anſwer your Demands, I muſt own, Madam, 
I do know your Husband Anſelmo, and we bave 
been acquainted from our Infancy, and I will 
not ſay what you ſo well know concerning our 
Friendſhip, that I may not be my felf a Witneſs 
of the Wrong 1 do him, tho' forc'd to it by 
Love, which is an Excuſe for greater Crimes 

5 | | than 
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than this. I know yon, andmake the ſame Ac- 
count of you that he does; for did I not, I wou'd 
not for a Purchaſe of lets Value ſo far w 

my ſelf, and the Laws of true Friendſhip, all 
which Ihave been forced to break by the refiſtleſt 
Power of Love. 

Ir you own that, anſwer'd Camilla, you 
mortal Enemy of all that deferves to be belov'd, 
with what Face do you appear before her Who 
is the Mirror in which he ſees himſelf, and ought 
to be the ſame to you, that you might fee how 
little Cauſe you have to wrong him? But alas? 
this points me to the Cauſe of your Tranſgreſ- 
ſion, ſome ſuſpicious Action of mine, when I 
was leaſt upon my Guard, and thought my ſelf 
alone. But whatever it was, you may be affur'd 
that it 3 not . Levity of Prin- 
ciple, but a Negligence a iderty we ſome- 
23 fall woe < paggree think m4 felves un- 
obſerv'd. For tell me now, falſe Man, When 
did you fee any Action, or hear a Word in An- 
{wer to your Courtſhip, that might give you the 
leaſt Shadow of Hopes of compaſſing your in- 
famous Deſign? Wien was it that your amorous 
Expreſſions were not repuls'd with Rigour and 

Diſdain? When did your Prefents and Prom 
ſes find Credit, or Adtrittanee with me? But 
fince-it is impofſible for Love to ſabſiſt Jong 
without fome Hopes, I will lay that Gailt up- 
on ſome unhappy Inadvertency of mine, and 
will therefore infli& the ſame Puniſhment on my 
ſelf that your Crime deferves. And that you 
may fee I cannot be compaſſionate to you, who 
am ſo cruel to my ſelf, I have reſolv'd to bring 
you to be a Witneſs to the Sacrifice Þ deſign to 
offer up to the Honour of my worthy nn 

77 Who 
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who has been moſt deliberately wrong'd by you, 
and by me in not avoiding the Occaſion, if I 
gave you any, to encourage and authorize your 
wicked Intention. I ſay again, That the Jealou- 
fie I have, leſt ſome Overſight of mine may have 
bred in you ſuch extravagant Thoughts, is the 
ſharpeſt of my Afflictions, and what with my 
own Hands I reſolve to puniſh with the utmoſt 
Severity. For ſhou'd I leave that Puniſhment to 
another, it wou'd but increaſe my Guilt. But 
to ſatisfy my Revenge and impartial Juſtice, I 
will, unmov'd and unrelenting, deſtroy the fa- 
tal Cauſe that has reduced me to this deſperate 
Condition. | 
HAVING ſpoke theſe Words, ſhe ran at 
Lot hario with incredible Force and Attivity, and 
the naked Dagger in her Hand, as if ſhe wou'd 
{tab him to the Heart; and counterfeited fo well, 
that Lothario was almoſt in doubt whether her 
Actions were real, or feign'd, and was forc'd 
to uſe Art and Strength to avert the Blow. 
Whereupon to give more Life to the Fiction, 
as in a Rage at her being diſappointed in her Re- 
venge upon Lothar, ſhe cry'd out, Since Fate 
will not gratify my Deſire in all Points, it ſhall 
not hinder me from n ſome Part of it; 
and (trugling to get looſe the Hand that held the 
Dagger, which Lothario had ſecur'd, ſhe wreſt- 
ed it from him, and directing the Point where 
ſhe cou'd receive the leaſt Damage, ſhe ran it in 
betwixt her Breaſt and left Shoulder, and then 
fell upon the Ground as if ſhe had fainted, 
LEONELA and Lothario were ſurpris'd 
and aſtoniſh'd at this Accident, and ſtill doubt- 
ing whether what had been done were real or 
feign'd, ſeeing Camilla ſtretch'd out on the 
Ground, 
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Ground, and wallowing in her Blood. Lotha- 
rio ran preſently in a Conſternation to draw out 
the Dagger, and perceiving the Smallneſs of the 
Wound, was ſoon eas'd of the Fright he had 
been in, and-more than ever admir'd the beauti- 
ful Camilla's Cunning and Difcretion. And 
that he might not be wanting in his Part, he be- 
gan a long and ſorrowful Lamentation over 
the Body of Camilla, as if ſhe had been dead, 
curſing not only himſelf, but his Friend that had 
put him upon that fatal Experiment. And know- 
ing that his Friend Auſelmo heard him, he ſpoke 
ſuch Words as might move any Body that heard 
him to have more Compaſhon for Him, than 
for Camilla, tho* he had believ*d her dead. Le- 
one la took her up in her Arms and laid her on 
the Bed, defiring Lerhario that he wou'd go and 
fetch a Surgeon that might cure her with Pri- 
vacy. Shealſoask'd his Advice how to excuſeitto 
her Maſter, in caſe he return'd before the Wound 
was healed. He reply'd, They might ſay what 
they wou'd, for he was in no Condition to give 
any Advice worth the — he only bid her 
endeavour to ſtop the Blood, for he was going 
where he. might never be ſeen more. And thus, 
as if he had been full of Trouble, he left the 
Houſe; and when he found himſelf alone, and 


that no Body ſaw him, he did nothing but bleſs. 


himſelf, and admire Camilla's and her Wo- 
man's Condu& in the whole Affair. He con- 
ſider'd how fully Anſelmo wou'd be convine'd, 
that he had to Wife a ſecond Porcia; and he 
leng'd to ſee him, that they might both together 


applaud the beſt diſguis'd F alſhood that ever was 


invented. 


LEO. 


— 
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LEONE L A, as has been ſaid, ſtench'd bo 
Miſtreſs's bleeding, vhich was no more than fery's 
to give Countenance to her Cheat; and wathing; 
the Wound with a little Wine, bound it up the 
belt ſhe cou'd, uttering ſuch Words Whilſt ſhe 
dreſt her, that tho' nuining clte had been done 
or faid before, they were tufficient to make An- 
ſelmo believe he had in Camilla the very God- 
deſs of Chaſtity. Camilla was not ſilent, but 
camplain'd of her Cowardice and Baſeneſs of 
Spirit, that deny'd her Time and Force to diſ- 
patch that Life which was now become a Burden 
to her. She ask'd her NMaid's, Advice, Whether 
ſhe ſhou'd give her Husbaizd an Account of that 
Affair or not. Leonela was for het concealing 
it, becauſe it wou'd lay an Obligation on him of 
Revenging himſelf on Lothario, which cou'd not 
be done without Hazard to himſelf; and that a 

ood Wife ought to be ſo far from bringing her 
Jus band into any Quarrel, that it was her Du- 
ty to uſe all poſſible Means to prevent it. Ca- 
milla yielded to her Reaſons; but added, that 
they mult by all Means have ſomething ready to 
ſay to her Husband concerning that Wound, 
which he cou'd not chuſe but ſee: To which 
Leonela reply'd, That ſhe knew not how to tell 
aLye, tho' it were but in Jeſt. Then what can 
I know, dear Girl, ſaid Camilla, who dare not 
invent and pet ſiſt in a Lye, tho? it were to coſt 
me my Life? And.if we- don't came off well, 
it is better to tell him the naked Truth, than to 
be taken in a Lye. Do not trouble your elf, 
Madam, anſwer'd Leoxels, for betwixt this aud 
To-morrow I will conſider what we ſhall ſay 
to him, and perhaps the Wound being in that 
Place, you may conceal it from his Sight; — 
5 there- 


- 
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therefore the whole Affair to Heaven, which al- 
ways favours and aſſiſts the Innocent. 

ANSELM® liſten'd with great Attention 
to this formal Tragedy of his Honour, which 
was perform'd by the Actors ſo very paſſionate- 
ly, and to the Life, that they ſeem'd to be real 
in all their Parts. He impatiently long'd for 
Night, and an Opportunity to flip oat of the 
Houſe, that he might go meet his good Friend 
Lothario, and congratulate with him upon this 
happy Difcovery of his Wite's approv'd Virtue. 
The two Women took care to give him a fair 
Opportunity to get out, and he let it not ſhip; 
but went away immediately to ſeek Lotharro, 
and having found him, it is not eaſie to tel] how 
lovingly he embrac'd him, how much he was ex- 
alted at his good Fortune, and how extravagant 
he was in his Commendations of Camilla. All 
which Zothario gave Ear to without expreſſing 
the leaſt Satisfaction, for he was conſcious to 
himſelf how much his Friend was abuſed, and 
how unjuſtly he wrong'd him. Tho? Anſelmo 
ſaw that Lothario was not touch'd, he belieyd 
it was becauſe he had left Camilla wounded, and 
had himſelf been the Occafion of it; and there- 
fore among other Things, be bid him be of good 
Heart, becauſe it was certain the Wound was 
but flight, ſince they had agreed to conceal it 
from him, and therefore there was nothing to 
fear, but that for the future heſhou'd rejoyce and 
be merry with him, fince by his Means and good 
Management he was rais'd to the higheſt Pitch 
of Felicity he cou'd have wiſh'd himſelf; and 


therefore he wou'd ſpend the reſt of his Days in 


writing Verſes in Commendation of Camilla, 


which might convey her Virtues down to Po- 


ſterity. 


; 
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ſterity. Lothario commended his Reſolution; 
and laid, he wou'd be. aſſiſting in Erecting ſo 
noble a-Fabrick. Thus Anſelmo remain'd the 
moſt delightfully deceiv'd of any Man alive, and 
himſelf led home by the Hand the utter Ruin of 
his Honour, tho? at the ſame Time he believ'd 
he was carrying thither the Inſtrument of his 
Glory. Camilla receiv'd him to outward Ap- 

earance with Frowns, but with inward Joy. 

his Impoſture lay conceal'd for ſome time, till. 
a few Months after, and then the Wheel of For- 
tune turn'd, the Wickednels till then fo artifici- 
ally conceal'd, was laid open, and Azſelmo fell 
a Sacrifice to his impertinent Curioſity. 

HE became ſo ſecure in Camilla's Virtue, that 
he liv'd with all the Content and Satisfaction 
in the World, whilſt Camilla purpoſely ſnew'd 
Lothario an ill Countenance, that Az/c/mo might 
not gueſs at her Kindneſs for him; which made 
Lothario ask Anſelmo's Leave to forbear coming 
to his Houſe, fince it plainly appear'd Camilla 
was diſturb'd at his Preſence; but this was a Re- 
queſt not to be granted by the deluded Azſelme, 
who ſeeking the Eſtabliſhment of his Content, 
promoted his own Diſhonour. | 1 
1 ME a N. while Leozela, pleas'd to ſee her ſelf 
1 thus enabled to follow her Love, ran fo looſely. 
| after it, that without regarding any thing elle, 
ſne wholly abandoned her ſelf to it, being ſatis- 
fy'd her Miſtreſs kept her Counſel, and even 
inſtructed her how ſhe might carry on her In- 
trigue with moſt Freedom. So that one Night 
her Maſter heard ſome Body in her Chamber, 
and coming to the Door to diſcover who it was, 
he found it held faſt againſt him; however 
he ſtruggled ſo long till he got it open, and a 
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ke enter*'d the Room he ſaw a Man leap out of 
the Window into the Street, and wou'd have 
purſu'd him; but Leonela laid faſt hold of him, 
ſaying, Pray Sir be pacify'd, and do not diſturb 
your ſelf, nor follow him that leap'd out here, 
for he belongs to me, and that in ſo near a De- 

ree that he is my Husband. Anſelmo wou'd not 

elieve it, but drawing his Dagger, ke offer'dto 
ſtab Leonela, bidding her tell the Truth, or he 
wou'd kill her. She not knowing what ſhe ſaid 
with the Fright, ſpoke to him thus; Do not 
kill me, Sir, and III tell you Things of greater 
Moment than you imagine. Tell me preſently, 
quoth Auſelmo, or you are a dead Woman. A 
will be impoſfible to do it juſt now, Iam in 
ſuch a Confuſion and Fright; but let me alone 
till to-morrow, and then I will tell you ſuch 
Things as will amaze you; in the mean time 
you may be aſſur'd that he who leap*d ont at this 
Window is a young Man that has promis'd me 
Marriage: 

W 1TH this Azſcelmo was ſomewhat ap- 
peas'd, and willing to wait the Time ſhe deſir'd, 
not imagining to hear any thing againſt Camilla, 
of whoſe Virtue he was thoroughly ſatisfy'd. 
Wherefore leaving Leonela lock*d-up, and tel- 
ling her ſhe ſhou'd not come out till the had done 
what ſhe had promis'd, he went immediately to 
Camilla, and acquainted -her with all that had 
paſs'd betwixt him and her Maid, and how ſhe 
had promis'd to diſcover great Matters to him. 
You may eaſily imagine the Fear this gave Ca- 
milla, who made no doubt but that the Diſcovery 
| Leonela had promis'd was of her Diſloyalty, ſo 
that ſhe had not the Courage to ſtay till ſhe was 
ſatisfy'd whether her Suſpicion proy'd true or 


DO. 
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no. But that very Night, when Anſelmo was 
aſleep, ſhe put up the beſt Jewels ſhe had, and 
ſome Money, and without being diſcover'd left 
the Houſe and went to Lothario's, whom ſhe 
acquainted with all that had happen'd, and de- 
ſir'd him to put her into ſome Place of Safety, 
or go with her where they might be ſafe from 
Anſelmo. Camilla put Lothario into ſuch Con- 
fuſion, that he knew not how to anſwer her a 
Word; much lefs- cou'd he reſolve what to do. 
But atlaſt, with Camilia's Conſent, he put her in- 
to a Monaſtery where his Siſter was Abbeſs; and 
immediately, without acquainting any Body with 
his Departure, he left the City. 

As ſoon as it was Day, Anſelmo, without ever 
miſſing Camilla, ſo eager was he to know what 
Leonela would ſay to him, got up, and went 
to the Place where he had confin'd her. He 
open'd the Door and went into the Room, but 
found not Leonela in it, bat ſaw the Sheets ty'd 
together hanging at the Window; a plain De- 
monſtration that ſhe had made her Eſcape that 
way. He went back very much troubled to ac- 
quaint Camilla with it, and not finding her in 

the Bed, nor in the Houſe, was amaz d. He 
ask'd the Servants for her, but no Body could 
give him any Account of her. As he went a- 
bout in ſearch of her, he found her Frunks open, 
and moſt of his Jewels wanting; he then no lon- 
ger doubted of his Diſhonour. Wherefore pen- 
live, and*half dreſt as he was, he went to ac- 
quaint his Friend Lothario with his Diſaſter ; but 
not finding him, and being told by his Servants, 
that he had left his Houſe that very Night, he 
was like to have fun Mad; and to compleat his 
Miſery, when he return'd home, he found not 

one 


* — 
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one of all his Servants; but the Houſe ſolitary 
and deſart. He knew not what to think, ſay, or 
do. He ſaw himſelf in one Moment depriv'd 
of his Wife, his Friend, and his Servants; for- 
ſaken, as he thought, by Heaven, and above all 
robb'd of his Honour; tor he perceiy'd his Ruin 
in Camilla's Abſence. ; 

Ax length he reſolv'd to retreat to his Friend's 
Country Houſe, where he had been when he 
gave the Opportunity to contrive his Ruin. He 
ſhut up his Doors, took Horſe, and fer forward 
with a faint Heart. He had ſcarce * half- 
way, when overborn by his tormenting Thoughts 
he was fore'd to alight, and tye his Horſe to a 
Tree, at the Foot of which he threw himſelf 
down, geo pr ſad and diſmal Sighs. There 
he ſtay'd' till Night drew on, at which time he 
faw a Man a Horſe-back coming from the City, 
and ask' d him what News from Florence? The 
Traveller anſwer'd, The ſtrangeſt that have been 
heard of for a long Time, for that it was pub- 
lickly reported, that Lot bario, the great Friend 
of Anſelmo the Rich, who liv'd in the Quarter 
of St. John, had that very Night carry'd off his 
Wite Camilla, as had been diſcover'd to the Go- 
vernor by Camilla's Maid, who was apprehend- 
ed as the ſlip'd from the Window of Anſelmo's 
Houſe by a pair of Sheets. The particular Cir- 
cumſtances I-cannot tell, but this I can ſay, that 
all the City is aſtoniſh'd at this Accident; be- 
cauſe no Body cou'd have imagin'd any ſuch 
thing, their Friendſhip and Familiarity being ſo 
remarkable, that they were call'd, The two 
Friends. Is it yet known, ſaid Auſelmo, which 
way Lothario and Camilla are gone? No, Sir, 
reply'd the Traveller, tho? the Governor has 


us'd 
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us'd his utmoſt Endeavours to find them. A. 
ſelmo ask'd him no more Queſtions ; but when 
they had taken their Leaves of each other, the 
Traveller left him, and purſu'd his Journey. 

ANSEL MO hearing ſuch unhappy News, 
was like not only to run diſtracted, but even to 
fink down dead. He got a Horſe-back the beſt 
he cou'd, and came to his Friend's Houſe, who 
as yet had not heard of his Misfortune ; but ſee- 
ing him pale and diſconſolate, he concluded 
ſome great Diſaſter had befallen him. Anſel- 
mo deſir'd they wou'd conduct him to his Cham- 
ber, and give him Pen, Ink and Paper, which 
was done, and they left him alone ; for ſo he 
deſir'd them to do, and ſhut his Door. Being 
alone, the Imagination of his Misfortune ſo vio- 
lently oppreſo'd his Spirits, that he perceiv'd the 
End of his Life was at hand, and therefore re- 
ſolv'd to leave ſome Account of the Cauſe of his 
Death; and beginning to write, before he cou'd 
expreſs all he deſign'd, his Heart fail'd him, and 
he fell a Victim to the Sorrow caus'd by his Im- 
pertinent Curioſity. 5 

THE Gentleman perceiving it grew late, and 
that Anſelmo did not call, thought fit to go in 
and ſee whether his Friend was better or worſe, 
and found him lying on his Face with half his 
Body in the Bed, and the other half on the Ta- 
ble, on which lay the written Paper open, and 
he ſtill holding the Pen in his Hand. Seeing him 
in this Poſture he drew near him; call'd and 
mov'd him, but ſoon perceiv'd he was Dead. 
Aſtoniſh'd at this unhappy Event, he call'd his 
Servants to be Witneſſes of it. Laſtly, he read 
the Paper, which he knew to be his Hand, and 
the Contents of it were thele : P 


The Curious Impertinent. 193 


A Fooliſh and Impertinent Curioſity has de- 


priv'd me of my Life. If the News of my Death 
ſhall happen to reach Camilla's Ears, let her know, 
that I forgive her, for ſhe was not oblig'd to work 
Miracles, nor was there any need I fſhou'd expect 
it from her; and ſince I was the Contriver of my 
own Diſhonour, there is no 

Tus far Anſelmo had written, by which it 
appear'd, that he expir'd that very Moment be- 
fore he cou'd conclude the Sentence. The next 
Day Anſelmo's Friend ſent Word of his Death 
to his Kindred, who had heard of his Misfor- 
tune, and what Monaſtery Camilla was in, al- 
moſt ready to follow her Husband, not for Grief 
ofhis Death, but for the Abſence of Lothario. It 
was reported, that tho' ſhe was now a Widow, 
ſhe w ou'd neither quit the Monaſtery, nor yet 
take the Habit ; till not long after News was 
brought her, that Lothario had been ſlain in an 
Engagement betwixt Monſieur r 9 and 
the great Captain Goxgalo Fernandez de Cordova, 
in the Kingdom of Naples. This was the Fate 
of the too late repenting Friend ; the News of 
which made Camilla immediately profeſs, and 
in a ſhort time to end her Life, ſpent with Sor- 
row and Affliction. This was the End they 


all had, being the Conſequence of ſo Impertt- 
nent a Beginning. ö 
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NE of the warm dights of Sum- 
W mer, an antient Gentleman of To- 
edo with his Wife, a little Son, 
DE 2 Daughter ſeventeen Years 01d, 

Ar” and a Maid-Servant, were com- 
| | ing back from taking their Diver- 
ſion by the Side of the River. The Night was 
clear, the Hour eleven, and the Path ſolitary, 
and they walk'd ſlowly in order not to loſe by 

Wearineſs the Pleaſures, which the River and 

the Meadows about it afforded. The good old 

Man and his little Family came along, with all 

the Security which the ſtrict Government, and 

civil Manners of the Inhabitants of the Cicy 

cou'd encourage, not dreaming in the leaſt of 

meeting with any Diſaſter. But as moſt Misfor- 

tunes happen when they are leaſt foreſeen, con- 

trary to their Expectation they were ſurpris'd 

with one which marr'd all their Mirth, and 
aye them Caule to lament for ſeveral 
cars. ; | 

THERE was a young Gentleman of the ſame 

City, about two and twenty Years of Age, 
5 Fen whom 
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whom Riches, high Birth, a lewd Inclination, 
riotous Liberty, and wild Companions tranſ- 
ported into Irregularities, which were aScandal 
to his Quality, and drew upon him the Chara- 
cter of Diſſolute and Impudent. This Cavalier, 
whoſe Name I ſhall for good Reaſons conceal, 
and change to that of Rodolfo, with four of his 
mad Acquaintance, all young, ſpritely and inſo- 
lent, were coming down the fame Hill, the 
old Gentleman and his Train were walking up. 
Fhe two Companies met, that of the Sheep and 
the Wolves; and Rodolfo and his Comrades co- 
vering their own Faces, with an audacious 
Rudeneſs unveil'd thoſe of the Mother, the 
Daughter and their Maid. The old Gentleman 
Was alarm'd, and reprimanded them {ſeverely for 
their Boldneſs; they anſwer'd him only with 
Jears and Scorn, and without offering any far- 
ther Affront, paſs'd on. But the Beauty of the 
Face Rodolpho had feen, which was Leocadia's, 
the Gentleman's Daughter, ran ſo in his Mind, 
that it fir'd his Heart, and awaken'd in him a 
Deſire to enjoy her, at the Expence of any 
Inconveniences which might attend it. He 
open'd his Deſign immediately to his Aſſociates; 
who readily determin'd to go back, and carry 
her off, to pleaſe Rodolfo; for the Rich never 
want thoſe who will patronize their V.ices and 
fupport them in all their Outrages. Thus the 
forming this vile Intention, the communicating 
it, the approving it, the reſolving to effect 
it, and the actual Execution of it, was all diſ- 
patch'd in a Moment. They ty'd their Hand- 
kerchiefs over their Faces, and drawing their 
Swords, march'd back, and ſoon fell in with 
the unhappy Family, who had juſt n 

Thanks 
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Thanks to Heaven for delivering them from 
the Hands of this boiſterous Crew.. Rodolfo 
falten'd on Leocadia, who had not Strength e- 
nough to reſiſt him, and ſeizing her in his Arms, 
fled as faſt as he cou'd ; the Fright depriv'd her 
of her Voice, and loſing her Sight and her Sen- 
ſes in the Swoon, ſhe neither perceiv*d who carry'd 
her away, nor whither they hurry'd her. Her 
Father cry'd.out, her Mother ſhriek'd, her little 
Brother ſcream'd, and the Maid howl'd and 
ſtamp'd and tore her Hair; but their Exclama- 
tions were not heard, their Roaring was in 
vain, their ſad Laments were not regarded, and 
their Raging did no Service. The Solitarineſs 
of the Place, and the deep Silence of the Night, 


favour'd the Action, and the brutal Cruelty of 


the Raviſher was deaf to Piry. In a Word, the 
laſt went away rejoycing, while the other ftay'd 
behind full of Sorrow. Rodolfo arriv'd at his 
Houſe without any Impediment, and Leocadia's 
Parents retarn'd' to theirs griev'd and afflicted, 
and overwhelnyd with Deſpair; they were now 
become blind and ſolitary, having loſt the fair 
Eyes of their beauteous Daughter, which were 
the Light of theirs; and wanting her Delight- 
ful Company. In their Confuſion they were 
unable to reſolve what Method to purſue; if 
they gave Information of their Diſgrace to the 
Magiſtrates, they were afraid they might there- 
by raſhly make themſelves the principal Inſtru- 
ment of. publiſhing their own Diſhonour. Be- 
ſides, they had little or no Intereſt, as bein 
poor, tho* nobly defcended; and knew not 
whom to. complain, unleſs of their own ill 
Fortune. | 
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RODOLFO inthe mean while had the Cun- 
ning to carry Leocadia directly home to his own 
Apartment; and tho? ſhe continu'd in a Swoon 
all the Way, he cautiouſly bound a Handker- 
chief over her Eyes, that ſhe might not ſee the 
Streets thro* which they paſs'd, nor the-Houſe 
nor the Room into which he brought her; he 
introduc'd her thither unperceiv'd by any one, 
becauſe his Father, who was yet living, allow'd 
him a Separate Apartment, and he had the Keys 
of all that Quarter of the Houſe. A great In- 
advertency this in Parents, to truſt their Chil- 
dren to live in private by themſelves, and with- 

out Obſervation. 7 
BEFORE Leocadia recover'd from her Faint- 
ing, Rodolfo had accompliſh'd his vile Deſire; 
the impure Trap Bos of Youth ſeldom or 
never regarding Seaſons or Circumſtances, 
but hurrying them on without Reſtraint. The 
Light of his Underſtanding being extinguiſh'd, 
he robb'd Leocadia in the Dark of the beſt Jewel 
fhe had; and as the criminal Appetites of Senſe 
generally ſubſide as ſoon as they are gratify'd, 
Rodolfo preſently reſolv'd to rid himſelf of poor 
Leocadia, and turn her into the Street as ſhe was 
iu a Swoon. But juſt as he was going to do it, 
he perceiv'd ſhe was come to her ſelf, and be- 
gan to ſpeak; Where am I, unhappy Wretch ? 
cry'd ſhe; what Darkneſs is this? What Shades 
ſurround me? Heaven help me! Who tonches 
me? Am l in a Bed? Am I diſhonour'd ? Doſt 
thou hear me, my dear Mother? My worthy 
Father, are you within my Call? Ah what a 
Condition am I in, ſince it is plain my Parents 
hear me not, and my Enemies have me in their 
Arms! Happy ſnou'd I be if this Darkneſs wou'd 
pi always 
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always continue, and my Eyes were never to 
to view the Light of Day again! What Place 
am I in? whatever it is, I wiſh it might hide me 
for ever, ſince Diſhonour which is conceal'd, is 
better than Honour which depends on the Opi- 
nion of the Vulgar. Ah! I now recall to Me- 
mory, what I cou'd not recollect before, that a 
little while ago I was in my Parents Company, 
and was aſſaulted; and I ſee and am convinc'd it 
is beſt for me never to appear in the World again. 
O thou, whoever thou art, that art here with me, 
(and at this ſhe graſp'd Rodolſo's Hands) if thou 
haſt a Mind which can be mov'd with Intrea- 
ties, I beſeech thee, that ſince thou haſt tri- 
umph'd over my Reputation, thou wilt alſo tri- 
umph over my Life; take it this Moment, for 
I ought not to prolong it, ſince I have loſt my 
Honour. Think that the horrid Cruelty thou 
halt committed in injuring me, will be ſoften'd 
by the Mercy thou wilt ſnew in killing me; and 
thou wilt thereby be compaſſionate as well as 


levere. | 

LEOCADTIA's Words confounded Rado fa, 
who being a s young Man of little 
Experience, knew not what to ſay or do; 
his Silence ſurpris'd Leocadia the more; the 
{tretch'd out her Hand to touch him, to ſatisfy 
her ſelf, whether it was a Phantom that was 
with her, or a real Perſon : But when ſhe felt 
a living Body, and remember'd the Force wh'ch 
had been offer'd her, as ſhe was walking with 
her Parents, ſhe clearly apprehended her Dit- 
2 At this Thought ſhe began to purſue her 

xpoſtulations, which her many Sighs and Sob- 
ings had interrupted. . "» 
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AUDAC1oUSs Youth, faid ſhe, for thy AQi- 
ons. teach me to judge thou art far from being 
in Years, I forgive thee the Injury thou haſt 
done me, if thou wilt only promiſe me, and 
ſwear, that as thou haſt: conceal'd it in this 
Darkneſs, thou wilt ſuppreſs it in perpetual Si- 
lence, and never mention it to any. It is 2 
ſmall Recompence I ask, for ſo great a Wrong; 
but to me, it is the greateſt I can defire, or thou 
canſt grant. Conſider J have never ſeen thy 
Face, nor wiſh to fee it; for cho* J muſt re- 
member my Inſult, I wou'd not remember my 
Inſalter, nor fix the Image of the wicked Au- 
thor of my Ruine in my Mind. Heaven and 
my ſelf alone ſhall hear my Complaints, while 
I ſtifle them from the World, which judges not 
of Things by their Merit, but according to its 
own prejudic'd Opinion. I know not how I 
happen to repeat ſuch Truths as theſe, which are 
generally the Effect of much Experience, and 
the Obſervations of many Vears, whereas mine 
ſcarcely make Seventeen; yet this I know that 
Grief both tyes and looſens the Tongue of the At- 
flicted; ſometimes aggravating the Sufferings, in 
order to gain a Belief of them; at other times being 
quite mute, becauſe there is no Remedy in 
View. Vet whether Jam ſilent or ſpeak, I can- 
not fail ſurely of being er me, you and 


help'd by you; for not to belieyk me, you muſt 
be ignorant of what has hapen'd, and not to aſ- 
fiſt me, muſt render your ſelf miſerable; and I 
am unwilling to deſpair of Relief from "vp be- 
cauſe it will coſt you little to give it: What I 
mean is this; imagine not with your ſelf, that 


Length of Time will abate the juſt Refentment 
Which is kindled in my Soul agaiuſt you; nor 


attempt 
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attempt to repeat the Injury on me, for you 
ſhall not renew your Joys again; and the having 
once accompliſh'd your unchaſte Deſire, ought 
to extinguiſh it for ever: Suppoſe with your 
ſelf, if you pleaſe, that you have abus'd me by 
Accident, but preſume not to plead in Excuſe of 
it; and I will ſuppoſe, either that I was not 
born, or that I am born only to be Unhappy. 
Put me out into the Street immediately, and 
condu@ me near the great Church, from wWhence 
ſhall eaſily know the Way to my own Houſe. But 
ſwear, I charge thee, not to follow me, nor to find 
out where | live; norenquire after my Parents 
Name, or mine, or that of my Relations, who 
are ſo rich and noble that they ought not to be 
involv'd in my Misfortunes. Anſwer me to 
this; and if thou art afraid I ſhou'd know thee 
by thy Voice, [| aſſure thee, that excepting my 
Father and my Confeſſor, I never talk'd with a 
Man in my whole Life, and have too ſeldom 
heard any ſpeak in common Diſcourſe to be able 
to diſtinguiſh them by their Voices. 

ALL the Reply Rodolfo made to this prudent 
and moving Reaſoning of Leocadia, was to em- 
brace her, and give plain Tokens that he was 
willing to multiply his Crime, and her Diſ- 
honour ; at which, with greater Strength and Cou- 
rage than her tender Age ſeem'd to promiſe, ſhe 
defended her ſelf with her Feet, her Hands, and 
Teeth, and Tongue: Know, Traytor, infamous 
Wretch, ſaid ſhe, whoever thou art, that the 
bate Victory thou haſt won from me, is no o- 
ther than what thou mighteſt have had over an 
inanimate Stock or Stone, and redounds to thy 
Infamy and Shame. Thou ſhalt not compaſs 
thy. Attempt again, but by my Death. ww 
VE a af 
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haſt diſhonour'd and undone me, while I was in 
2 5woon; but now I am my ſelf, thou ſhalt 
ſooner kill, than conquer me; for ſhou'd I qui- 
etly tubmit to thy Wickedneſs while I am in my 
Senſes, thou may'ſt imagine my late Trance, 
when thou had(t the lewd Inſolence to blemiſh 
me, was only feign'd. 

IN a Word, Leocadia made ſuch a brave and 
reſolute Reſiſtance, that Rodolfo's Strength and 
Deſires began to flag; and as the Rudeneſs he 
had offer'd her aroſe from no other Principle 
than a laſcivious Impulſe, which never produces 
true and permanent Love, but quickly vaniſhes 
and is ſucceeded by inward Repentance, and 
ſome faint Inclination to purſue it ; Rodolfo be- 
ing thus rebuff'd and weary'd, without ſaying a 
Word, left Leocadia in his Chamber, and lock- 
ing the Door, ran to find out his Comrades, in 
order to conſult with them what to do. Leo- 
cadia perceiv'd ſhe was lock'd in alone, and get- 
ting out of Bed, walk'd round the Room, grop- 
ing about upon the Walls with her Hands, to 
find the Door, or a Window out of which to 
make her Eſcape. At laſt ſhe found the Door, 
which was faſten'd, and after that a Window ; 
and having with ſome Difficulty open'd the 
Shutters, the Moon ſhone in ſo brightly, that 
fhe cou'd diſtinguiſh the Colour of ſeveral curi- 
ous Hangings which adorn'd the Chamber. The 
Bed ſhe perceiv'd was gilded, and ſo richly 
made, that it ſeem'd rather that of a Prince, than 
of a private Gentleman. She counted the Stools 
and the Scrutores, and remark'd where-about 
the Door was plac'd; and tho? ſhe faw ſeveral 
Pictures hanging on the Wall, ſhe cou'd not diſ- 
cern What they were. The Window was large 
- 7 an 
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and handſome, and ſecur'd with a thick Iron 
Grate; it look'd into a Garden, which was alſo 


ſurrounded with a high Wall, all which diſap- 


pointed her Deſign of getting down into the 
Street. By what ſhe diſcover'd of the Spaci- 
ouſneſs and noble Furniture of the Room, ſhe 
apprehended that the Maſter of it muſt be ſome 
conſiderable Perſon, and very Rich, and upon 
a Scrutore by the Window ſhe had the good 
Fortune to ſpy a ſmall Crucifix of ſolid Silver ; 
ſhe reach'd it down, and put it into the Sleeve 


of her Gown,neither out of Devotion nor Theft, 


bur out of a-very prudent and well-laid Intenti- 
on. Having done this, ſhe ſhut up the Win- 
dow, as it was before, and return'd to Bed, ex- 
pecting what wou'd be the End of ſo ſtrange 
and unhappy a Beginning. 

Ix lefs than half an Hour, as ſhe imagin'd, ſhe 


perceiv'd ſome Body open'd the Chamber-Door, . 


and coming up to her, without ſaying a Word, 


drew a Handkerchief over her Eyes, and taking 


her by the Arm, led her out of the Room, and 
lock'd the Door after them. It was Rodolfe, 
who had been to ſeek his Comrades, to lay his 
Caſe before them, but chang'd his Mind by. the 


way, reflecting that it was very wrong to call in 


Witneſſes of what had paſs'd that Night between 


himſelf and'the Lady, and that it wou'd make a 


much better Story to tell them, that repenting of 
his Crime, and mov'd by her ears, he had releas'd 
her inthe Middle of the Road. Accordingly he 
poſted back in all Haſte to carry Leocadia out to 
the great Church, as ſhe had deſir'd, before Break 
of Day, leſt the Light ſhou'd prevent it, and oblige 
him to keep her in his Lodging another Night, 
which he did not deſire; for as he had no Deſign 5 
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uſe any farther Forge with her, he was unwillin 
to run the Hazard of being diſcover'd. He hurry'd 
her into the Street, and having conducted her to the 
Place call'd Ayuntamiento, told her with a 
feign'd Voice, in half Portugue ze and half Ca- 
ſtilian, that ſhe might go home ſecurely, for no 
Body ſhou'd follow her; and before ſhe cou'd 
unmuffle her Eyes, he had convey'd himſelf out 
of ſight. 

As ſoon as ſne was left alone, ſhe pull'd off 
the Handkerchief; ſhe knew the Place where ſhe 
was, and having look'd round her every way, 
ſaw no Body, yet ſuſpecting ſome might follow 
her at a Diſtance, at every Step ſhe made a ſtand, 
and in this cautious Manner ftole on gently to- 
wards. her own Houſe, which was not far off; 
and to deceive any Spies, who might obſerve 
her, ſhe went into a. Houſe, the Door of which 
ſtood open, and from thence privately remoy'd 
to her own, where ſhe found her Parents full 
of Grief, and ſitting up in their Cloaths without 
the leaſt Theught of going to Bed, or taking 
Reſt. When they ſaw her they ran to her with 
open Arms, and receiv'd her with Tears in their 
Eyes. Leocadia, full of Confuſion» and Sur- 
priſe, defir'd them to go aſide with her into a 
private Room, where in few Words ſhe related 
to them her Misfortune, with all the Circum- 
ſtances of it, adding that ſhe: had not the leaſt 
Knowledge of this Invader and Robber of her 
Honour. She inform'd them of the Particulars 
ſhe had remark'd in the deteſted Theatre where 
this lamentable Tragedy was acted ; as the 
Window, the Garden, the Iron Grate, the 
Scrutores, the Bed and the Hangings, andiaſtly 
ſhe ſhew'd them the Crucifix which ſhe had 


brought 
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brought away. Before this Image they all re- 
new*'d their Tears, pour'd out earneſt Supplica- 
tions for Relief, implor'd Vengeance, and beg'd 
Heaven to ſend ſome miraculous Chaſtiſements 
on the Guilty. She told them likewiſe that 
tho? ſhe did not deſire to know her Injurer, yet 
if they thought it was belt to diſcover him, they 
might do it by the Means of that Crucifix, by 


procuring the Clerks to publiſh in the Pulpits of 


every Pariſh in the City, that whoever had loft 
ſuch an Image, might have it again of ſach a 
Prieſt, and that finding by this who was the 
Owner, they might find the Houſe and the Per- 
ſon of her Enemy. | 
THIS were right Advice, Daughter, an- 
ſwer ' d her Father, if common Caution did not 
maliciquſly defeat thy ingenious Propoſal : For 
ſince it-is plain, this Image may not be preſent- 
ly miſs'd out of the Chamber you mention, and 
that the Owner of it will take it for granted, the 
Perſon who was with him in the Lodging took it 


away, when he underftands it is left with ſuch a 


Prieft, he will rather diſcover thereby who left 


it with him, than ſaffer us to detect who he is 


that loſt it; for perhaps ſome Body elſe may call 
for it, to whom the right Owner has deſcrib'd 
the Marks. In which caſe; we:ſhou'd be con- 
founded rather than inform'd; even tho* we 
ſhou'd uſe the ſame Artifice as we ſuſpedt may 
be employ'd againſt us, aud deliver it to the 
Prieſt by a third Hand. All you can do, Child, 
is to lay it by, and wait for ſome Opportunity. 
when it may be of Service; and conſider, that a 
Grain of publick Diſnonour is heavier than a 
Pound of ſecret Shame; and fince you may ap- 
pear abroad without Blemiſh in the Eyes of Hea- 

ven, 
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ven, do not afflict your ſelf for having ſuffer'd 
Infamy in private. True Diſhonour conſiſts. in 
Vice, and true Honour in Virtue; and it is by our 
Words, our Intentions and Actions, that we 
anger Heaven; and ſince thou haſt offended 
by none of theſe, think thy ſelf (till unſpotted, 
for ſuch thou art to me, and I ſhall always look 
an thee with the Fondneſs of an affectionate Fa- 
ther. 

Wir fuch tender and perſuaſive Arguments 
he comforted the dejected Leocadia; and her Mo- 
ther embracing her again, endeavour'd alſo to 
make her eaſy. She ſigh'd, and melted into 
Tears afreſh; and ſubmitting to her Condition, 
hid her Head, as they ſay, living perfectly re- 
tir'd under the Protection of her Parents, and 
— of omg tho' decent Cloaths. 

RODOLFO in the mean time coming back 
to his Chamber, miſs'd the Crucifix, and readily 
imagin'd who had got it; he took no Notice of 
it, being too rich to regard the Loſs, nor did 
his Parents ask him about it; and three Days af- 
ter, he deliver'd up every Thing in his Chamber 
to a Servant-Maid of his Mother by Tale, and 
ſet forward on his intended Voyage to Italy: His 
Father, who had formerly been there himſelf, ha- 
ving preſs'd him to it, and told him they were 
not Gentlemen who were ſuch only in their 
own Country, and that he ought to ſhew him- 
ſelf to be one in foreign Parts. By theſe and 
other Reaſons Rodolfo was perſuaded to comply 
with his Father's Deſire, who gave him Bills 
for conſiderable Sums at Barcelona, Genoa, 
Rome and Naples. Hedeparted inſtantly with 
two of his old Companions, being wonderſully 
pleas'd with the Account he heard by ſome or 
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diers of the Plenty of Inns there was in 2 
and France, and of the Freedom the Spaniar 
take there in their Quarters. His Imagination 
was in Raptures at the reliſhing Sound of fine 
Chickens, Sir, lovely Pigeons, charming Sau- 
ſages, proclaim'd by a jolly well-thriven-Hoſt, 
and a long Roll of other delicious Names of this 
Sort, which the Soldiers ran over, who repreſent- 
ed to him very movingly the vaſt Difterence 
there was between the fat Victualling Houſes in 
thoſe Countries, and the ſtarving Inns of Spar. 
In ſhort, he began his Expedition with a Heart 
full at Eaſe, and with no more Remembrance 
of what had paſs'd between Leocadia and him- 
ſelf, than if no ſuch Affair had happen'd. 
SHE, poor Lady, in the mean time, liv'd at 
home with her Parents with all the Privacy of a 
Reclaſe, not ſuffering her ſelf to be ſeen by 
any, leſt they ſhou'd read her Shame, in her 
Face. In a few Months, ſhe found her ſelf un- 
der a Neceflity of doing what ſhe hitherto had 
done out of Choice, of keeping retir'd, for ſhe 
found her ſelf with Child; this drew again thoſe 
Tears into her Eyes, which had in ſome De- 
gree been ſuppreſs'd, and her Sighs and Lamen- 
tations began to break out anew, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Pains- her tender Mother took to 
comfort her. 4 3 
TIE quickly roll'd away, and the Hour 
arriv'd for her Delivery, which was manag'd 
with the utmoſt Secrecy; her Mother ſupply'd 
the Place of a Midwife, and aſſiſted her to bring 
into the World as lovely a Boy as can be ima- 
gin'd. .With the ſame Caution as it was born, 
they convey'd it to a little Village, where it was 
nurs'd four Years, at the End of which the 


Grand- 
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Grandfather brought it into his own Houſe un- 
der the Quality of his Nephew, and gave it a 
virtuous, tho? not a rich Education. The 
Child, who was nam'd Lewis, was very hand- 
ſome, of a ſweet Diſpoſition, and an excellent 
Genius, and in all the Actions which cou'd 
proceed from ſo green an Age he gave Proofs 
that he was begotten by tome honourable Per- 
fon ; and his Mother's Parents were ſo ena- 
mour'd of his Beauty, his Parts and his Diſcre- 
tion, that they began to account their Daugh- 
ter's Misfortune a Happineſs, in haviog given 
them ſuch a Grandſon. When he walk d along 
the Streets, he had a thouſand Bleſſings pour'd 
upon him by all Beholders; ſome bleſs'd his 
Beauty, others the Mother who bore him; theſe 
the Father who begat him, aud thoſe the Per- 
fon who had train'd him up fo well. Amid 
theſe Applauſes of thoſe who knew him and 
thoſe who knew him, not, he grew. up to be ſe- 
ven Years old; at which Age he was able to 
read Latin and Spar, and to write very neat- 
Iy: For the 12 People deligy'd to make 
bim wiſe and virtuous, fince they cou'd not 
make him rich; Wiſdom and Virtue being thoſe 
-Riches over which Robbers, and that which is 
call'd Fortune, have no Power. 
IT happen'd one Day, that the Boy going an 
an Errand' for his Grandmothgr to a Niece of 
hers, chanc'd to paſs, thro? a Street where fe- 
veral Cavaliers were performing a Horſe-Race. 
He ſtop'd to look on, and as he was croſſing to 
the other ſide of the Ring for the ſake of plant- 
ing himſelf more commodiouſly, he was tramp- 
led down by one of the Horſes, the Rider not 
being able to hold him back in the Fury of — 
. 1 6 C 
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Career. The Horſe ran over him, and left him for 
Dead on the Spot, the Blood iſſuing out from 
his Head in great Plenty. Juſt at this Inſtant, 
an. antient yr ey who was beholding 
the Race, diſmounted very nimbly, and making 
ap to the Child, faatch'd him out of the Arms 
of them who held him, into his own, and with- 
out regarding his own grey Hairs, and his Au- 
thority, which was very great, carry'd him home 
as faſt he cou'd walk, and bid his Servants run 
immediately for a Surgeon to dreſs him. Se- 
veral Gentlemen follow'd him,” extretnely con- 
cern'd for the Misfortune of fo lovely a Child, 
for the Word, was preſently, given out that little 
Lewy, the Nephew of ſuch a Gentleman, nam- 
ing his Grandfather, was rid over by a Horſe. 
The Cry flew from Mouth to Month, till at laſt 
it reach'd the Ears of his Grand-Parents, and his 
diſconſolate Mother. Being convinc'd of the 
Truth of this. melancholic Accident, they ran 
out of Doors like fo many mad People to look 
after their Darling; and as the Gentleman who 
had taken him home was of the 
generally known, almoſt every one they met di- 
rected them to his Houſe. They came in juſt as 
the Boy was under the Surgeon's Hands : The 
Gentleman of the Houſe and his Wife, ſuppo- 


fling them to be the Parents, begg'd them nat to 


make any Lamentations, becauſe it wou'd af- 


fect and prejudice the Child. And the Surgeon, 


who. was a celebrated Man, having dreſs'd him 


with extraordinary Tenderneſs and Skill, told. 


them the Wound was not ſo dangerous as he 
fear'd at firſt. | 


In the midſt of the Operation, poor Lewy 


came to himſelf, having been till then in 2 
: Swoon. 
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Swoon. He was overjoy'd to ſee his Relati- 
ons, who weeping ask'd him, how he was? He 
anſwer'd, Well, only his Body and his Head 
ak'd very much. The Surgeon enjoin'd them 
not to talk to him, but leave him to Reſt; they 
did ſo, and the Grandfather began to thank the 
Maſter of the Houſe for the affectionate Care 
he had taken of his Nephew. The Gentleman 
reply*d, he did not deſerve his Thanks; and aſ- 
ſur'd him, that when he ſaw the poor Boy, as 
he lay on the Ground, he imagin'd he ſaw the 
Face of his own dear Son; and this mov'd him 
to take the Child into his Arms, and bring him 
home, where he wou'd keep him during the 
time of his Cure, and give him the beſt Enter- 
tainment poſſible. His Wife alſo, who was of 
a noble Family, ſaid the ſame, and added Pro- 
miſes yet more kind. The others ſtood aſto- 
-niſh'd at ſo ſhining a Chriſtian Temper ; but the 
Mother was in the greateſt Surpriſe; for the en- 
couraging Account the Surgeon gave her having 
compos'd the Diſorder of her Spirits, ſhe 
look'd narrgwly about the Room, and clearly 
perceiv'd, by various Tokens, it was that where 
her Honour was violated, and her Misfortune 
began; and tho' the Hangings which were then 
in.it, were remov'd, ſie khew the Figure of it, 
and ſaw the grated Window which open'd into 
the Garden; and becauſe it was ſhut to keep out 
the cold Air from the wounded Child, that ſhe 
might be certain of the thing, ſhe ask'd whether 
that Window did not look out upon a Gar- 
den. They anſwer'd, Yes. But what ſhe re- 
member'd moſt diſtinctly was the Bed; and par- 
' ticularly the Scrutore, upon which the Crucitix 
ſtood which ſhe had taken away. In a Wemed, 
2 75 | the 
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the Truth of her Suſpicions was put beyond 
all Doubt by the Stairs, which ſhe had counted 
when Rodolfo led her down blindfold out of the 
Chamber; and as ſhe went home, after taking 
Leave of her Son, ſhe had the prudent 
Caution to tell them over again, and found the 
Number agreed exactly; and comparing one 
Sign with another, ſhe was fully convinc'd that 
her Suppoſition was right, and related the 
whole to her Mother, who like a diſcreet Wo- 


man had inform'd her ſelf whether the Gentle- 


man, at whoſe Houſe her Grand-Child was, 
had a Son; and underſtood that he who was 
call'd Rodolfo was he, that he was then in 1zaly, 
and reckoning up the Time they ſaid he had 
deen out of Pain, ſhe found it was juſt ſeven 
_ Years, her little Grandſon's Age. She Perind 
her Husband of this, and they and their Daugh- 
ter agreed to wait and ſee how Heaven wou'd 
diſpoſe of the Child, who in fifteen Days. was 
out of Danger, and in ſo many more got upon 
his Legs again. S FN 
ALL this while he was viſited by his Mother 
and Grandmother, and the Gentleman. of the 
Houſe and his Wife treated: him as if he had 
been their own, As Donna Eſtefania, ſo was the 
Gentleman's Lady call'd, as talking once 
with Leocagia, ſhe told her, the Child was ſo 
ſurprifingly like her Son in /aly, that ſhe cou'd 
never look on him but ſhe thought ſhe had the 
other before her Eyes; upon which Leocadia 
took occaſion, as they were: alone together, to 
impart to her ſome Circumſtances which her 
Parents had agreed it wou'd be proper for her 
to mention. Madam, ſaid ſhe, the Day that 


- 


my Parents heard their Nephew, had desen 
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this Miſchance, - they were in a ſtrange Con- 
ſternation, and imagin'd Heaven was ſhut againſt 
them; and the Worldfallen to Pieces abont their 
Ears; they ſeem'd to have loſt the Light of their 
Eyes, and the Staff of their old Age in the Loſs 
of this Boy, whom they loy'd ſo dearly, that 
in many Reſpects their Fondneſs exceeded that 
which other Fathers bear to their Children; 
but as 'tis ſhid, When God ſends the Wound, he 
ſends alſo the Cure; this Accident of their Ne- 
phew has drawn me to this Houſe, and I here 
recall to mind ſome Things which it is impoſ- 
ſible I ſhou'd forget while I live. I am well 
born, Madam, for my Parents are ſo, as 
were all my Anceſtors, who with a moderate 
Portion of the Goods of Fortune have f pre- 
ee I mij flouriſhing Reputation where-ever 
they liv'd. 11 „ eee 
"DONNA ESTEFANTA Was amar d at 
vyhat Leocadia ſaid, and ſtood in Suſpence. 
She thought it incredible, tho“ ſhe fü it, there 
ſhou'd be ſo much Diſcretion in ſuch early Years; 
for by all Appearance ſhe judg'd her to be ſcarce- 
ly more than twenty; and therefore inſtead of 
making any Reply, ſhe waited for 'Leocadia's 
finiſhing her Story, who proceeded to inform 
her of Rodolfo's Inſolence, and her own Diſho- 
nout, of his ſeizing her, and blinding her Eyes, 
and carrying her home to his own Apartment, 
and mention'd the Tokens by which ſhe knew 
the Chamber they were now in to be, the ſame 
as ſhe ſuſpected. To confirm it, ſhe drew the 
Crucifix but of her Boſom: This, ſaid ſhe, is 
a Witneſs of the Violence I ſuffer'd from your 
Son. I took it from the Top of ee 
while he was out of the Room, in hopes * 
might 
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might one Day be of Service to me, and have 
preſery'd it ever ſince, as à perpetual Memorial 
of my Misfortune. Let this juſtify what 1 
have told you. Believe me, Madam, the Child 
to whom you have been ſo extremely kind is 
indeed your own Grandſon : Heaven permitted 
him to be hurt by the Horſe, that by his being 
brought into your Houſe, I might find here, as 
I hope I ſhall, what I ought to find, if not the 
Remedy which is moſt proper and adapted te 
my mournful Diſaſter, at leaſt the Means which 
will make it leſs ſevere. ö 20 

HAvi xe ſaid this, ſhe embrac'd the Cruci- 
fix, and fainted away in Donna Eſtefunia's Arms; 


who being a Woman and well-born, in whom 
Compaſſion is commonly as natural as Cruelty 


is in a Man, join'd her Cheek to hers, and ſhed 
ſuch a Flood of Tears on her, that there was no 
need to ſprinkle Water on her Face to bring 
her to her Senſes. As they were both in this 
Condition, Donna Eſtefama s Hus band happen'd 
to enter the Room, 9 Ep Lewis by the 
Hand; when he ſaw his Wife weeping, and 
Leocadia in a Swoon, he ſtarted, and beg'd to 
know the Occaſion; and the poor Child ran 
and embrac'd his Mother, and the Lady his 
Grandmother, taking them to be only -his 
Couſin and his reſs, and ask'd them 
why they cry'd ? I have important Things to tell 
you, anſwet'd Donna Eſtefania to her Husband, 
the Sum of which is this, you ate to look on 
this poor Lady as your Daughter, and this Child 
as your Grandfon. What I ſay is Truth; 1 
have heard it from the Mouth of this fair Crea- 
ture, who has ſupported it by evident W 
an 
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and the Features of the Child alſo confirm it, 
in which both of us have obſerv'd the perfect 
Image of our Rado. Unleſs you explain 
this more at large, reply'd the Gentleman, I 
cannot underſtand you. Here Leocadia wa- 
ken'd; and embracing the Crucifix feem'd to 
be diſſolv'd in Tears. This put the Gentleman 
in the utmoſt Confuſion, from which he was 
recover'd by his Wife's relating to him all that 
Leocadia had told her; and Heaven was 
pleas'd ſo to ordain it, that he believ'd it with- 
out Heſitation, as readily as if it had been at- 
teſted by ſeveral unexceptionable Witneſſes. He 
embrac'd Leocadia, and chear'd her very tender- 
ly, and kiſs'd his pretty Grandſon, and diſpatch'd 
a Courier the ſame Day to Naples, to require 
his Son to come home with all Speed, becauſe 
he had concluded a Marriage for him with a Wo- 
man of incomparable, Beauty, and the moſt pro- 
per for him in the World. They wou'd not 
ſuffer Leocadia nor her Son to go back to her 
Parents, who being tranſported with their Daugh- 
ter's unexpected good Fortune, return'd infinite 
Thanks for it to Heaven 
TRE Courier arriv'd at Naples; and two 
Days after he receiv'd the Letter, Rodolfo, be- 
ing impatient to poſſeſs ſo beautiful a Woman 
as his Father deſcrib'd to him, embrac'd the Op- 
portunity of four Galleys juſt departing for 
Spain, and went on board with both his Com- 
panions, who had never forſaken him. They 
had ſuch a proſperous Paſſage, that in twelve 
Days he reach'd Barcelona, and in ſeven, more 
Toledo, and came home to his Father's ſo gay 
and genteel, that the Perfection of Ggllanry 
Gat f : an 
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and Politeneſs ſeem'd united in him, and his 


Parents rejoyc'd at his ſafe Arrival. 


LEOCADTIA was in Suſpenſe, and view'd 


him from a private Corner, where ſhe cou'd not 


be ſeen, in Compliance with Donna Eftefania's 


Directions. Rodolfo's Companions wou'd have 


taken Leave and gone to their own Lodgings 
directly, but Eſtefania wou'd not permit them, 


becauſe ſhe wanted them for the Deſign ſhe had 


inhand. It was near Night when Rodolfo came 


in; and while Supper was preparing, Eftefania 
call'd his Companions afide, not doubting but 
they were two of the three Leocadia ſaid were 
with him the Night he abus'd her, and beg'd 

them very earneſtly to tell her whether they re- 
member'd her Son's running away with a Wo- 
man one Evening, ſo many Years ago; becauſe 
it concern'd the Reputation and Eaſe of all his 
Relations to know the Truth of that Report. 
She deſir'd it of them ſo preſſingly, and gave 


them ſuch Aſſurances that they ſhou'd receive no 


Damage by the Diſcovery, that they frankly ac- 
knowledg'd, themſelves and one more, as they 
were 1 abroad one Summer Night with 
Rodolfo, ſeiz'd a young Woman, whom Ro- 
dolfo convey'd away, while they kept the Fami- 
ly in Play, who endeavour'd to defend her 
with their Oatcrys, and that Rodolfo told them 
the next Day, he had carry'd her home to his 
Lodgings ; and this was all the Informa- 
ore ns, cou'd give her concerning what ſhe 
ask'd. 

T n1s Confeflion unravell'd all Doubts, and 
gave Light to the whole Affair; and Eſftefanie 
now reſolv'd to execute the honourable Defi 
ſhe had form'd. Accordingly while Supper 

VOI. III. 2 was 
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Was N ſhe retir'd. into a Room with 
_Rodolpho ; an purting a Picture into his Hand, 
Son, ſaid fhe, I will give you a moſt de- 
1ightful Entertainment to-Night, by ſhewing 
you your excellent Spouſe; this is her Picture; 
but I muſt appriſe you, that what ſhe wants 
in Beauty, is ſupply'd in Virtue ; ſhe is Well- 
born, Prudent, and moderately Rich: And 
ſince ſhe is your Father's Choice, and mine, 
you may be certain, ſhe is the fitteſt Match you 
can have. Rodolpho view'd the Picture very 
wiſtly; Painters, ſaid he, are generally prodi- 
gal in beſtowing Beauty 2 the Faces they 
draw ; and I ſuppoſe the Charms of this Piece 
.are owing to their Bounty ; and that the Ori- 
- ginal is homely enough. I confeſs, Madam, it 
1s juſt and proper, that Children ſhou'd pay O- 
bedience to their Parents Commands ; but it 
is alſo very convenient and much better, that 
Parents ſhou'd allow their Children to embrace 
what Condition of Life they like beſt ; and ſince 
Marriage is a Knot which is unty'd only by 
Death, both Parties ſhou'd be entirely ſatisfy'd 
ia the tying it. Virtue, racy and the 
Goods of Fortune, are fine Qualifications in a 
Wife to pleaſe her Husband's Mind, but I am 
of Opinion it is impoſſible Deformity ſhou'd 
pleaſe his Eyes. I ain a young Man, tis true; 
yet I know what I ſay, and that the Delight 
marry'd People very lawfully take in one ano- 
ther, may conſiſt perfectly well with the holy 
Vows and Purpoſes of Matrimony ; but it 
this mutual Complacence is wanting, the Mar- 
riage is maim'd, and fails ina principal Circum- 
ftance. And to think a homely Face 1 4 

an 
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Man muſt have. conftantly befare his Eyes, at 


Bed and foggy can give him Delight, I re- 


peat it once agaln, is impoſſible. I beg you 
therefore, Madam, to. provide me a Conſort, 
who may be a Joy to me, and not a Burden; 
that fo we may both of us carry the Yoke com- 
fortably, without flouncing and ſtarting aſide 
out of the Road. If this Lady is noble, pru- 
dent, and rich, as you ſay ſhe is, ſhe cannot 
fail of a Husband, with whom ſhe may be much 
happier than with me. Some deſire Nobility, 
and ſome admire Diſcretion ; thoſe are for Mo- 
ney, and others for Beauty; and I agree with 
the laſt. For as to Nobility, I thank Heaven, 
my Anceſtors have left me that by Inheri- 
tance; and as for Diſcretion, provided a Wo- 
man indeed be not an abſolute Changling, 
and an Ideot, if ſhe has good plain Senſe 
and Underſtanding, it is ſufficient; and there 
is no need of her being a Lady of bright Parts, 
and a Wit: Then as to Riches, my Parents 
have provided for me ſo well, that I am in no 
peat Danger of coming to Poverty. I give the 

reference therefore toBeauty ;and deſire no other 
Dowry with it, than Honeſty and a ſweet Be- 
haviour ; and if my Wife brings me that Portion, 
I ſhall ſerve Heaven with Pleaſure, and prove a 
Bleſſing to my Parents in their old Age. 

RO OLF 07s Mother lik'd her Son's Diſ- 
courſe well, as perceiving it favour'd her own 
Deſign, She told him, ſhe wou'd take Care he 
ſhou'd. marry as he deſir'd; and that ſhe wau'd 
have him. under no Concern about it; for the 
Treaty with the Lady whoſe Picture ſhe ſhew'd 
bim, might eaũly be diſſolv'd. adele thank'd 
her; an * being come, they went 

2 into 


— 
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into the common Room; and juſt as the Father, and 
Mother, Rodolfo, and his two Companions, were 
Soing to fit down to Table; Mercy on me, 
cry'd Donna Eſtefania, ſtarting as if ſhe had for- 
got herſelf, how finely I have us'd my Gueſt ? 
Run and call the Lady Donna Leocadia, ſaid 
ſhe to ene of the Servants, and beg her to make 
no Scruples of Modeſty, but to honour us with 
her Company, for we have no body here but 
-our own Family. 15 x 
DONNA Efefania had ingeniouſly inven- 
ted this Contrivance, and appris'd Leocadia of 
It beforehand ; who ſoon made her Appearance, 
and preſented to them on a ſudden, the moſt 
lovely Object, which artificial or natural Beau- 
ty cou'd produce. She was clad in a Gown of 
black Velvet, (for it was Winter) diverſify'd 
with Buttons of Gold and Pearls; ſhe had 4 
Diamond Girdle and Neck-lace; her Hair, 
which was long and bright, was finely form'd, 
and the Caul which adorn'd her Head, and the 
Ribbands, and Curls, and the ſparkling Dia- 
monds, ſprinkled up and down in the Treſſes, 

dazled the Beholders Eyes. 2 
LEOCADIA was of an admirable Tem- 
per, and had agreal of Wit and Spirit; ſhe led 
her little Son by the Hand, and before her walk'd 
two Maids, lighting her along with Wax-Can- 
dles in Silver Candleſticks. The whole Com- 
pany roſe to do her Reverence, as if ſhe had 
been ſome miraculous Appearance from Hea- 
ven, and gaz'd on her with ſuch Amazement, 
that they had not Power to ſpeak to her. She 
ſaluted them all with a low Curt'ſy, and a 
graceful Air; and Donna Eſtefania taking her 
by the Hand, plac'd her next her ſelf, be or 
| acing 
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facing Rodolfo, and the Child was ſeated by his- 
Grandfather. Rodolfo viewing the incomparable 
Beauty of Leocadia more cloſely.; If the Lady: 
my Mother deſigns me, ſaid he to himſelf, has- 
but half the Beauty of this, I ſhall be the hap- 
pieſt Man upon Earth. Bleſs me! what do IL. 
ſee? Is it not ſome Angel I. have before me? 
Thus the enchanting Image of Leocadia entering 
at his Eyes took Poſſeſſion of his Heart; and ſne 
alſo ſeeing her ſelf ſo near to him, whom ſhe 
loy'd more than her Life, now and then ſtole a- 
languiſhing Look, and began to revolve in her 
Imagination what had paſs'd between her and. 
Rodolfo; the Hopes his Mother had given her, 
of. his becoming her Husband, began to vaniſh,. 
and ſhe was afraid the [EB of her For- 
tune wou'd render Donna Eſtefania's Promiles- 
ine ffectual. She reflected, ſhe was now on the Edge 
of being happy or unhappy for ever; the Thought 
of which made ſo deep au Impreſſion on her 
Mind, that her Heart was troubled, and ſhe be- 
an to ſweat, and change her Colour on a ſud- 
en, and fainted away, and her Head ſunk down 
upon Donuus Eſtefania, who was frightned at 
the Sight, and ſupported her very tenderly in her 
Arms. The Company was all confounded, 
and riſing from Table, ran to help her. But 
be who appear'd to be moſt affected was Ro- 
dolfo, Who in the Hurry of his Haſte to get to 
her, ſtumbled twice, and fell down. They un- 
lac'd her, and flung. Water on her Face, without 
Effect; and the Heaving of her Breaſt, and the 
Weakneſs of her Pulſe, rather gave Tokens of 
approaching Death; at which the Men Servants, 
and Maids, having no Conſideration in them, 
4 451 * L 3 ſet 


212 The Prevalence of Boop. 
* up their Voices, and baul'd out ſhe was 

THESE diſmal Tidings in a Moment 
reach'd the Ears of Leocadia's Parents, whom 
Donna Eſtefania had conceal'd in another A- 
partment for a more welcome Occaſion. They 
cou'd no longer reſtrain themſelves according 
to her Injunction, but raſh'd into the Room 
with the Curate of the Pariſh, who was alſo 
with them by her Appointment. The Curate 
went upto Leocadia, to ſee whether ſhe gave any 
Signs of repenting of her Sins, that ſo he might ab- 
ſolve het; and thinking to find only one Perſon in 
a Soon, he found two; for Rodi lay in the ſame 
Condition, with his Face upon Leocadia's Breaſt; 
his Mother allowing him that Freedom with her, 
tince ſhe was to be his own, But when the ſaw 
him in a Trance, the had like to have follow'd 
him, and would certainly have fainted; if Ko- 
dolſo had not preſently recover'd. He was a- 
ſham'd they had ſeen him in ſuch a ſtrange Emo- 
tion; but his Mother imagining his Confuſion, 
Be not aſham'd, Son, ſaid ſhe, of this paſſio- 
nate Tranſport, but be aſham'd of one which 
you ought to have avoided; when you under- 
{tand ſomething which I will hide from you no 
longer, tho' I thought to have reſerv'd this 
Difcovery for a more joyful Occaſion. You 
muſt know, my dear Son, that the fair Crea- 
ture, who is here in my Arms in a Swoon, 
is your true Wife. I call her the True, for ſhe 
is the Perſon thy Father and I have choſen 
for thee, and the Picture I mew'd thee is a 
Fiction. | ES 


WHEN 
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Wur Rodolfo heard this, he was in a Ec- 


ſtacy of Love; and the Name of. Husband remo-- 


ving all thoſe Reſtraints which ariſe from Ho- 
neſty and Decorum, he laid his Face clofeto Leo- 
catia's, and joyning his Mouth tohers, ſtood like 


one expecting to breathe out his Soul, and tranſ- 


fuſe it into hers. But when the Tears of the 
whole Company were increaſing, and their La- 


ments grew louder thto' their Grief, and the 


Hair and Beard of Leocadia's Father and Mo- 


ther were torn and made thin, and Rodoffo's. 


Cries piere'd the Heavens, Leocadia return'd to 
her Senſes, and with her return'd all that Joy 
and Gladneſs which her Danger had baniſh'd 
from the Breaſt of every one about her. Leo- 
cadia finding her ſelf in Rodo/fo's Arms, made a 
modeſt Struggle to break from them ; No, Ma- 


dam, ſaid he reſtraining her, this muſt not be; 


you. muſt not endeavour to force your ſelf out 
4 his Arms, who tcnderly embraces you in his 
K | 


 TaxsEt Words reſtor'd Leocadra perfectly; 


ind Donna Eftefania eded to finiſh her 
former Reſolution, deſit'd the Curate im- 
mediately to perform the Rites of Marriage be- 
tween her Son and Leocadia; which he did ac- 
cordingly ; for as this happen'd in thoſe Times 
when the Epouſats depended only on the Will 
of the Parties, without that tedious Train of Im- 
pedimetits which are now in Uſe, the Ceremony 
ſaffer'd'no Delay. e 45 


leave it to ſome adler Pen, and more curious 


Wit, to expteſs the general Joy; the Embraces 
L. eocadias Parents gave Rodolfo; the Thanks 


they paid to Heaven; the mutual Vows of 


Friendſhip; and the Aſtoniſhment' of Rodoifo's 
1 L 4 Com- 
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Companions, to ſee ſuch aglorious Wedding ce- 
lebrated the very Night of their Arrival, and 
eſpecially when they underſtood by what Donna 
AEſtefania aid before them, that the Lady was 
the ſame that her Son had carry'd away former- 
1y in their Company; at which Roe himſelf 
was equally amaz'd ; and to be ſatisfy'd of the 
Truth, beg'd Leocadia to mention fome Token 
which might lead him into an abſolute Know- 
ledge of it, tho* indeed he cou'd not doubt it, 
fince his Parents ſeem'd to be fully convinc'd. 
When I came to my ſelf, ſaid ſhe, out of a for- 
mer Trance, I found my ſelf in your Arms, but 
ſtripp'd of my Honour, which at preſent I think 
was well beſtow'd, ſince upon my Recovery 
from my laſt Swooning Itound my ſelf again in 
your Arms, but with my Honour entirely re- 
ſtor'd and ſafe. If this 1 oken is not enough, 
let that of a Crucifix, which no Body cou'd 
ſteal from you beſide my ſelf, ſuffice; if you 
miſs'd it that Morning, and it is the ſame which 
the Lady Eſtefania has now in her Keeping, 
you are my Lord and Life, and ſhall be ſo as 
many Years as Heaven ſhall vouchſafe to grant 
me. At this Rodolfo embrac'd her again, 
the Benedictions were renew'd, and the Con- 
gratulations redoubled. 

SUPPER now came in, and in came the Muſi- 
cians who had been ready ſummon'd for the Oc- 
caſion. Rodolfo ſaw himſelf reflected as ina Mir- 
ror in the Face of his little Son; the Parents on 
each ſide wept for Gladneſs, and there was not 
a Corner in the whole Houſe, but abounded 
with Jubily, and Exultation. "Tho? Night flew 
on nimbly with her Sable Wings, to Rodolfo ſhe 
ſeem'd to move a Cripple's Pace, ſo raptur'd 

| Was 
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was he with his lovely Spouſe. At laſt, the ex- 


pected Hour arriv'd; the Company broke up, 


and withdrew to Reſt, and the Houſe was quick - 


ly huſh'd in a profound Silence; but this extra- 
ordinary Hiſtory will never be ſuppreſs'd in Si- 
lence; ſo large and illuſtrious a Poſterity pro- 


ceeded from this happy Pair, who liv'd in mu- 


tual Delight and Felicity many Vears at Toledo, 


and ſaw their Children, and Childrens Children; 


all which was owing to the gracious Appoint- 
ment of Heaven, and the PREV ALENCE OF 


- 


THAT BLoop which the worthy and gene- 


rons Grandfather of young Lewis ſaw ſpilt, by 


an Accident, on the Ground. 


THE 
LIBERAL 
LOVER 


_ Tranſlated from the Spaniſh Original of 


Maguel de Cervantes Saavedra. 


LiBERAL LOVER. 


EY Lamentable Ruins of the miſera- 
dle Niceſia, almoſt yet reeking with 
the Blood of your valiant tho? un- 
RE ſucceſsful Defenders! if, as you are 
inanimate, you had a Senſe of the 
Deſolation in which you lye, we 
might mingle Complaints, and bewail our Con- 
dition together, and lighten our Misfortune by 
being Companions in Suffering. Yet, alas! your 
demoliſh'd Towers may hope to be rebuilt ſome 
other Time, tho' not in ſo honourable a Cauſe 
as that in which they were levelPd; but I, 
Wretch that I am, what Good can I expect un- 
der my preſent Malady, even tho' I were re- 
ſtor*'d to my former State? My Diſtreſs is ſuch, 
that I was unhappy even in Liberty, and in Sla- 
very I neither know nor hope for e 5 

. | | HESE 
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THESE mournfu! Expreſſions were utter'd 
by a Chriſtian Captive, who ſtood ſadly view- 
ing, from a riſing Ground, the broken Walls of 

coſta, lately conquer'd by the Tarits, and thus di- 
rected his Speech to them, and compar'd his own 
cruel Lot with theirs, as if they had been capable 
of underſtanding his Words; ſo natural is it to 
Perſons in great Affliction, in the Tranſports 
of their own wild Imaginations, to ſay and do 
many things without Reaſon or ſober Thought. 

AT the ſame Time iſſu'd out of a Pavillion, 
or one of the Tents, which were pitch'd up 
and dowr. in 2 5 — a adn young Turk 

of a very genteel Freſence; and approaching the 
Qtritian I dare lay a Wager, Friend Ricardo, 
ſays he, your melancholic Reflections have drawn 
you hither. It is true, anſwer'd Ricardo; but 
what avails it? Since I can in no Place procure 
a Truce or Suſpenſion to them; and the Proſpect 
of theſe Ruins has rather made them more ſe- 
vere. The Ruins of Azcofia yon mean, reply'd 
the Turk. What Ruins do you think I mean, 
ſaid Ricardo, are there any others here in Sight? 
Well may you weep, return'd the Tark, if theſe 
Contemplations engage your Mind, For who 
that two Years-ago beheld this celebrated and 
wealthy Tſland of Cyprus in its Tranquility, and 
the Inhabitants peaceably enjoying in it nf that 
Human Felicity can furniſn, and now ſees them 
either driven it into'Baniſhment, or held 
in Slavery in it, can refrain from deploring its 
bitter Change? But let us leave theſe Things, 
ſince they are without Remedy, and proceed to 
your own Sorrows. 1 beg you therefore, by 
what you owe to the Friendſhip, 1 have ſhewn 

for you, by what you owe to our being both A 
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the ſame Country, and bred together in Infancy, 
to inform me of the Cauſe of your exceflive 
Dejection? Tho* Captivity alone is ſufficient to 
ſadden the molt chearful and lively Spirit in the 
World; 1 imagine your Grief ariſes from ſome 
deeper Spring : For generous Minds, like yours, 
are not wont ſo far to bend under common 
Diſfaiters, as to reſent them in an extraordinary 
Manner : That which makes me of this Opini- 
on is, that I know you are not ſo poor, as not 
to be able to pay whatever is demanded for yout 
Ranſom; nor are you ſent to the Towers of the 
Black Sea, as a Captive of Importance, who 
obtains the Blefling of Liberty very late, if ever. 
As your hard Fortune therefore has not depriv*d 
you of the Hope of _ your ſeif free again, 
and notwithſtanding all this, I obſerve you give 
ſuch inceſſant Demonſtrations of AMiQtion at 
your Misfortune, it is not that I con- 
cinde your T fouble proceeds from fome other 
Motive than the of Liberty: I beſeech you 
let me know the Oceafion, and I offer you all 
my Power and Intereſt to yp oe; and per- 
kaps Fortune in her capricious Revolutions has 
appointed me to wear this Habit, which I in- 
ward!y abhor, that I might be able to do yo 
You know, Ricardo, that my Mafter is 
Ca of this City; (which is afl one as to be 
its Biſhop) : Lou know aifo the Power he has, 
and how much I have his Ear. At the ſame 
time you are not ignorant of the-impatient De- 
fire I have, not to die in the Religion I ſeem to 
profeſs; and fince more is not iũ my Power, I 
reſolve publickly toembrace-the Chriſtian Faith, 
from which my few Years and kf /Unders 
1 0 ſtanding 
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ſtanding led me aſtray, even tho* my Confeſſi. 
on were to coſt me my Life; for to eſcape lo- 
ſing that of my Soul I ſhou'd eſteem that of the 
Body well re uh, 15 
FROM all I have ſaid, I wou'd have you 
make this juſt Concluſion, that my Friendſhip 
may be of ſome Advantage to you; and that, 
in order to my knowing what Remedy or Miti- 
1 your Misfortune will admit, it is neceſ- 
ary that you relate it to me, as it is for a Man 
in Sickneſs to declare his Diſtemper to the Phy- 
fician, and I aſſure you I will keep what you diſ- 
cloſe inviolably ſecret. _ = 
. RICARDO liſtned very attentively to this 
Diſcourſe, and CRASH ſtrongly preſs'd 
by the Reaſons of his Friend and his Neceſſity, 
made Anſwer; As your Obſervation concernin 
myMitlery, Friend Mahamat, is right; if you cou” 
alſo point me out the Remedy, ſhow'd rejoyce 
in having loſt my Liberty, and wou'd not change 
my Mistortune for the greateſt Proſperity ima- 
ginable. I know my Diſtreſs is ſuch, that every 
one may eaſily diſcover whence it proceeds, 
but there is not a Man in the World, who will 
undertake to adminiſter ſome Relief to it, much 
leſs a Cure. To convince you of this, I will 
relate it to you as briefly as poſſible. But be- 
fore I enter into the perplex'd Labyrinth of my 
Misfortunes, pray inform me why Azam Baſſa, 
my Maſter, has ereQed theſe Tents and Pavi- 
lions before his Entry into Niceſia, whither he 
comes with the 1 0 of Viceroy, or Baſa, 
as that Officer is ſtyl'd among the Tartu. 


I will ſatisfy you in few Words, anſwer'd 
Mabamut; you mult underſtand, it is a Cuſtom 
among the Turi, that he who is ſent Viceroy 
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to a Province, never makes his Entry into the 
City, where his Predeceſſor reſides, till the o- 
ther comes out, and leaves the Town to him 
free; and while the new Baſla makes his Entry, 
the late Governor remains encamp'd in the Fields, 
waiting for any Accuſations to be preferr'd a- 
gainſt him concerning his Conduct in his Of- 
fice, which overtake him in ſpite of Subornation 
or Favour, unleſs he has prevented them before- 
hand by an inoffenſive Behaviour. His Sueceſ- 
for having taken Poſſeſſion, delivers to the for- 
mer Baſla a Roll of Parchment, folded up and 
ſeal'd, with which he preſents himſelf at the 
Gate of the Grand Signior's Palace, that is, at 
Court, before his * Great Council; and this be- 
ing read by the Vizier Baſſa, or the other four 
inferior Baſſa's, that is, by the Preſident of the 
Council Royal and the Judges, they either re- 
ward or puniſh him, according to the Report of 
his Adminiſtration; if he is cenſur'd, he buys off 
the Penalty with Money; and if he is acquitted, 
and has no Reward conferr'd on him, which is 
generally the Caſe, with Gifts and Preſents he ob- 
tains any Poſt he chuſes, for Employments and 
Offices are never beſtow'd there for Merit, but 
Money; every thing is bought and ſold. They 

who procure the Place peel thoſe who receive it, 
and theſe plunder in their Turn, and amaſs Wealth 
to — another Charge which promiſes great- 
er Profit. Every Thing goes in this Channel; and 
the whole Empire of the Turi is manag d by Vi- 
olence and Oppreſſion, which is a Sign it cannot 
continue long; and to ſpeak my Thoughts, it is 
certainly ſupported only by the Sins of . 
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dom, ſuch, I mean, as fly directly in the Face 
of Heaven with a ſhameleſs Aſſurance. 

Tuis is the Reaſon why Azam Baſſa, your 
Maſter, has lain here four Days in Tents ; and 
if the Governor of Nicoſia has not come forth 
and refign'd the City, as he ought, it is owing 
to his having been indiſpos'd; but as he is better 
now, he will remove To-day or To-morrow 
without fail: He is to lodge in one of the 
Tents which are pitch'd on this Hill, whichyou 
have not ſeen, and your Maſter will enter into 
the City immediately; and this is what I have 
to let you know concerning the Queſtion you 
ask'd me. | | | 
 HEARRXEN then, ſaid Ricardo, tho' I am 
uncertain whether I ſhall be able to perform my 
Promiſe; yet I will endeavour ſummarily to un- 
fold to you my Calamity, which is fo great and 
dreadful], that no Relation can comprize it ful- 
y; However I will do all I am able, and all 
that the Time will permit. 

In the firſt Place then I defire to ask whether 

you did not know in out Town of Trapana 


| 5 4 
young Lady, to whom Fame gave the Cha- 
racter of the lovelieſt Woman in all Sicily; 
whom the moſt ingenious Tongues have cele- 
brated, and the greateſt Wits affirm'd to be the 
moſt perfect Beauty, which the paſt Age cou'd 
boaſt, the Preſent poſſeſſes, or the Future will 


enjoy; whom the Poets defcribe that her Hair 


is of Gold, her Eyes are two radiant Suns, 
rple Roſes, her Teeth Pearls, her 
Lips Rubies, and her Neck Alabaſter, and that 
che Parts with the Whole, and the Whole with the 
Parts make a miraculous and delightful Harmo- 
ny, and over the whole Frame are Aire 9 ſuch 

elicate 
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delicate Colours, ſo natural and exquiſite, that 
Envy it ſelf cannot find in her a ſingle Thing to 
cenfure. Is it poſſible, Mahamut, that thou 
haſt not yet broke Silence, and told me whoſhe 
is, and what is her Name ? Certainly, either 
thou doft not hear me, or when thou waſt at 
Trepana thou waſt without thy Senſes. . | 
Ix Truth, anſwer'd Mahamut, if the you have 
inted with ſach Miracles of Beauty, is not 
eoniſa the Daughter of Rodvlfo Florencio, 1 
can't tell who ſhe is. It is ſhe, O Mabamut, 
reply'd Ricardo, it is ſhe is the principal Cauſe 
of all my Happineſs, and of all my Miſery, It 
is for her, and not for my loſt Liberty, that my 
Eyes have pour'd out innumerable Tears, and 
are yet ſtreaming; for her my Sighs rend the Air 
far and near, and my Words weary Heayen to 
whom they are addreſs'd, and all that hear them. 
It is ſhe for whom yon have eſteem'd me a Mad- 
man, or at leaſt one of little Value and leſs Spi- 
Tit. © This Leoniſa, a Lyoneſs to me, and a gen- 
tle Dove to another, is ſhe who keeps mè in 
this Condition: For from my tender Vears, or 
ever ſince I arriv'd to the Uſe of Reaſon, I not 
only lov'd her, but ador'd and ſerv'd her as aſ- 
ſiduoufly, as if ſne were the only Object of my 
Veneration and Care. Her Relations and Pa- 
rents knew my Deſigns, which were always 
open and confeſs'd, as having an honeſt and vir- 
tyous End in View. I underſtood they ke 
ſeveral times to Leoniſa; in order to diſpoſe her 
to receive me for her Husband. But ſhe, 
who had fix d her Eyes on Cornelio the Son of 
Aſcanio Rutulo, whom you know very well, a 
young fluttering Spark, with Lilly-white 
ds, curl'd Hair, a charming Voice, and a 
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pretty Fluency of Love-Sayings, and ina word, 
a glittering Thing compos'd of Amber and Eſ- 
fences, and embeliſh'd with rich Laces and Bro- 
eades; ſhe, I ſay, who had fix'd her Eyes on this il- 
luſtrious Object, wou'd not turn them on my Face, 
which was not ſo ſoft and languiſhing as Corue- 
lio's; at leaſt ſne wou'd not reward my various and 
continu'd Addreſſes, but requited my Affection 
with Diſdain and Abhorrence. Yet my Paſſion for 
her was ſo exceſſive, that I ſhou'd have thought 
my ſelf bleſs'd, if her Scorn and Affronts had 
put an End to my Life, that I might not ſee the 
"manifeſt, tho” innocent. Favours ſhe beſtow'd 
on Cornelio. Being thus rejected and in De- 
ſpair, and under the dreadful Rage of two op- 
Tar Paſſions, imagine what a Condition my 
Iind was in, thus combated with ſuch fatal 
Emations. 
LEONIS A's Parents diſſembled the Fa- 
' Yours ſhe granted Cornelio, believing (as they 
had Reaſon to believe) that the young Gen- 
tleman, attracted by their Daughter's Charms, 
wou'd chuſe her for his Wife, and they ſhou'd 
gain in him a richer Son-in-Law than I.; and 
A richer they might; but they wou'd not have 
nad one (I ſpeak it without Arrogance) of a 
better Family than my ſelf, nor of more ho- 
nourable Sentiments, nor more known Bravery 
It happen'd that in the Progreſs of my Court- 
ſhip I came to hear, that one Day in May, which 
is now one Year, three Days and five Hours a- 
705 Leoniſa and her Parents, and Cornelio, and 
ome Friends, went to divert themſelves with 
all their Relations and Servants in Aſcanio's Gar- 
den, which lies near the Sea, in the Road to the 
Salt-Pits. I know the Place very well, faid 
Mabamut: Proceed, Ricarde. A 
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As ſoon as I underſtood this, continu'd Ri- 
cardo, my Soul was ſeiz'd with ſuch a Fury, 
and fierce Hell of Jealouſy, that I was put be- 
fide my ſelf, as you will ſee, by what I preſent- 
ly acted; I ran to the Garden where I was told 
they were, and found there a large Company 
taking their Pleaſure. And under a Walnut- 
Tree Cornelio and Leoniſa ſitting, tho? at a ſmall 
Diſtance from the others. What Impreſſion 
my Appearance had on them I know not; for my 
ſelf, -I can ſay, J was fo ſtruck with theirs, that 
I loft my Sight, and ſtood like a Statue without 
Voice or Motion; but it was not long before 
Anger awaken'd Choler, and Choler fir'd the 
Blood in the Heart, the Blood kindled Rage, 
and Rage arm'd my Hands and Tongue. Tho” 
my Hands were ty'd up by the Reſpe& which I 
thought was owing to that fair Face I had fo 
long admir'd, my Tongue broke Silence in theſe 
Words: Canft thou enjoy ſo much Satisfaction, 
O thou mortal Enemy of my Repoſe, in having 
before thy Eyes the Cauſe why mine are always 
ſwimming in Tears? Go nearer to him, cruel 
Creature, and twine thy ſelf like Ivy about that 
trifling Twig, which courts thy Embraces ; 
ſet the Curls of thy new Ganimede's Hair, who 
faintly woes thee. Reſign thy ſelf wholly to 
the wanton Years of the Boy on whom thou 
art looking; that being depriv'd of the Hope of 
leaſing thee, I may finiſh a Life which I lothe. 
oft thou think, proud and inconſiderate Beau- 
ty, that thou alone canſt difpence with the Laws 
and Rights which are obſerv'd in the World on 
theſe Occafions ? Doſt thou think, I ſay, that 
this Boy, who is elevated by his Riches, arrogant 
on Account of his gay Appearance, _— 
8 enc* 
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enc'd by reaſon of his Youth, and conceited of 
his Family, can love you worthily? Alas, he 
kuows not how to love with Conſtancy, nor 
eſteem ſo rich a Treaſure; and wants the 
Underſtanding with which mature and pra- 
Ciis'd Years abound. If thou haſt ſuch a Thought 
as this, abandon it, for it is the higheft Com- 
mendation to be always conſiſtent with one's 
ſelf, and maintain our Actions of one Tenor; 
and no one is deceiv'd, but by their own af- 
fected Ignorance. In Youth there is Inconſtan— 
cy, in Riches Pride, Vanity in Arrogance, in 
Prettineſs Diſdain; and in them who poſſeſs all 
theſe, the Perfection of Folly, which is the Pa- 
rent of all manner of Miſchief. | 

As for thee, trim young Toy, who thinkeſt 
to bear away in Safety the Reward which is 
better due to my hanourable Deſigns, than to 
thy idle and wanton Purſuit; y doſt thou 
not riſe from the Bed of Flowers where thou 
art ſweetly repos'd, and bravely advance to take 
the Life of one who deteſts thee ſo heartily ? 
Not that I am offended at thy Ong Ot Beau- 
ty's Favour, but at thy not being able to ſet a 
juit Value on the Felicity thy good Fortune 
ſends thee. For it is plain thou eſteem'ſt it 
very little, fince thou art loth to exert thy ſelf 
in its Defence, and art afraid to run the affright- 
fal Hazard of diſcompoling thy ſpruce Attire. 
If Achilles had been of thy meek and peaceful 
Conſtitution, Ce with all his Craft might 
have try'd his Stratagem in vain; tho' he had 
ſhewn brighter Arms, and better pointed Jave- 
lins. Hence, away, and ſport with thy Mo- 
ther's Maids; curl thy Hair, and beautify thy 
Hands, which are fitter to manage the W 

, | — —_— 


The LIBENAL LOVER. 239 


and touch ſoft Silks, than to graſp the rugged 
Sword. 


NoNE of theſe Reflections cou'd per- 


ſuade Cornelio to riſe ; he continu'd fitting, 


and ſtar'd on me in a ſtrange Amazement, 
and without Motion. The loud Voice with 
which I utter'd all this, drew toward us the 
Company who were in the Garden, who ſtood 
to hear the other Reproaches with which I pur- 


ſu'd my pretty Rival; who taking Heart at their 


Preſence, all or moſt of them being his Relati- 
ons, Servants or Acquaintance, made a Shew of 
os of but before he cou'd get up, I laid my 
Hand on my Sword, and attack'd him and all 
the others together. At the Sight of my drawn 
Sword Leoxiſa fainted away, which augment- 
ed my Courage, and enrag'd me the more. I 
know not whether they who oppos'd me only 
meant to defend themſelves as againſt a furious 
Madman; or whether it was my good Fortune 
and Conduct, or Heaven's Will, who * e 
to preſerve me for greater Evils; but in the End 
I wounded ſeven or eight, as they fell firſt in 
my Way. Coruelio's Nimbleneſs did him eminent 
Service, for he ply'd his Feet fo ſwiftly, that he 
eſcap'd my Hands. As I was in ſach manifeſt 
Danger, being ſurrounded by my Enemies, 
who were provok'd, and puſhing on for Re- 
venge, Chance ſupply'd me with a Remedy, 
tho? I had better have reſign'd my Life there on the 
Spot, than have had it reſtor'd by unexpected 
Means, that I might come to loſe it a thouſand 
and a thouſand times in an Hour. | 
THERE happen'd to break into the Garden 
on a ſudden a Number of Zarks, belonging 


to two Pirate Galleys of Viſerta, who lauded in 
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a ſmall Creek juſt by, without being perceiv'd 
by the Centinels in the Towers on the Strand, 
or diſcoyer'd by the Officers of the Coaſt. When 
my Antagonilts ſaw them, they left me alone, 
and ran full Speed to Shelter; and of all that 
were in the Garden, the Txrks were able to car- 
ry off no more than three Perſons, and Leoniſa, 
who was till in her Swoon; as for me, they 
forc'd me along with four griſly Wounds, 
which I firſt repay'd on four Txrks, whom I lett 
ſtretch'd out breathleſs on the Ground. The Turi 
began this Aſſault with their uſual Fierceneſs, 
but not very well liking their Succeſs, made 
Haſte to embark ; and putting out to Sea, with 
Sails and Oars in a ſhort time they reach'd Ta- 
biana. There they muſter'd their Crew, to ſee 
what Men were wanting; and finding thoſe 
who were kill'd were four Soldiers, whom 
they call Levaxtines, and who ate the molt ſervice- 
able Men they have in their Ships, they were 
for revenging it on me. Accordingly the Ma- 
ter of the Captain-Ship, commanded the Main- 
Yard to be drawn down, to hang me on it. 
LEONISA, who was now recover'd, be- 
held the whole, and perceiving herſelf in the 
Power of the Pirates, ſhe ſhed a Flood of 
beautiful Tears, and wringing her lovely Hands, 
ſtood ſpeechleſs, and liſtned to ſee whether ſhe 
cou'd underſtand what was ſaid by the Terks ; 
when one of the Chriſtians at the Oar told her 
in Italian, that the Maſter had given Orders to 
hang up that Chriſtian, pointing to me, for 
having kill'd, in defending himſelf, four of the 
beſt Soldiers in the Galleys. Leeniſa under- 
ſtanding this, beg'd the Captive to deſire the 
Tarks (this was the firſt time ſhe ſhew'd me 
| any 
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any: Pity) not to hang me; becauſe they wou'd 
loſe a conſiderable Ranſom by it, and to per- 
ſuade thein to return to Trepaua, where I ſnou'd 
be redeem'd immediately. | 


Furs, I fay, was the firft, and will be the 
laſt Kindneſs Leoziſa ſhew*'d me, and all for my 
greater Misfortune. The T2rks hearing what 
the Captive inform'd them, ſoberly bethought 

themſelves, and quench'd their Choler. The 
next 1 they hoiſted a Flag of Peace, and 
return'd to Zrepana. I paſs'd that Night with 
a Grief which, you may well imagine, was not 
ſo much occafion'd by my Wounds, as by refle&- 
ing on the Danger my beautiful Enemy was in 
among thoſe Barbarians. "I 

WHEN they arriv'd at the City, one Veſ- 
ſel went into the Port, and the other ſtaid 
without. The Haven was crouded in an In- 
ſtant, and the whole City pour'd down to the 
Shore. Among the reſt, the delicate Cornelio 
ventur'd out to ſee what paſs'd in the Galley. 
My Steward preſently came on Board, to treat 
for my Ranſom; I charg'd him, by no means 
to ſollicite for my Liberty, but that of Leoniſa; 
and to purchaſe it at the Value of my whole 
Eſtate. I order'd him farther, to go on Shore, 
and deſire Leoniſa's Parents, not to concern 
themſelves about their Daughter's Freedom, 
nor be in any U neaſineſs on that Account. 

TEHIs being done, the principal Commander, 
who was a Erecian Renegade call'd Nauf, ask'd 
ſix thouſand Crowns for Leoniſa, and four 
thouſand for me, and declar'd he wou'd not re- 
leaſe one without the other. He demanded this 
extravagant Sum, as I was afterwards inform'd, 
becauſe he was in Love with Leoniſa, and there- 
r M tore 
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fore did not deſign ſhe ſhou'd be redeem'd; but 
reſolv'd to pay the Maſter of the other. Galley, 
with whom he was to divide the Prizes equally, 
the four thouſand Crowns he requir'd for my 
Ranſom, and add to them a thouſand of his 
own, to make up five thouſand, and to keep 
Leoniſa to himſelf, as his Lot of the other five 
thouſand. 

LEO NISA's Parents offer'd nothing, de- 
wy on the Promiſe my Steward had made 
them from me; nor did Cornelio open his Lips 
in her Favour; and thus, after ſeveral Demands 
and Anſwers, my Steward agreed to pay five 
thouſand Crowns for Leoniſa, and for me three 
thouſand. Raf accepted the Propoſal, being forc'd 
to it, by the Perſuaſions of his Crew, and the Cla- 
mours of all the Soldiers.But as my Steward had 
not ſo much Money in his Hands, he defir'd 
three Days Space to raiſe it, deſigning to ſe!! 
fo much of my Eſtate as wou'd compleat the 
Sum. Mauf rejoyc'd at this, thinking to find 
ſome Handle in that Time to break off the 
Bargain; and departing to the Iſland Fabiana, 
he told them that at the End of the three Days 
he wou'd come back for the Money. 

Bor the Maliciouſneſs of Fortune, not be- 
ing yet weary of troubling me, ſo order'd it, 
that a Centinel of the Tarks, who was poſted 
in the higheſt Part of the Iſland, diſcover'd fat 
off at Sea ſix Italian Veſſels, and concluded 

which was true) that they muſt either be a 
quadron of Malta, or ſome Ships of Sicih. 
He came running to bring the News, and in a 
Moment the Turks who were very buſy on 
Shore, ſome dreſſing their Victuals, and others 
waſhing their Linnen, embark'd; and weighing 
chor 
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Anchor with incredible Celerity, they buckled 
to the Oar, and ſpread their Sails to the Wind, 
and turning the Heads of their Veſſels toward 
Barbary, in leſs than two Hours they loſt Sight 
of thoſe Ships; and being ſhelter'd by the Iſland, 
and conceal'd by the Darkneſs of the Night, 
which preſently came on, they recover'd them- 
ſelves from the Fright, into which the Appear- 
ance of that Squadron had thrown them. 

I leave it to you now, Friend Mabamut, to 
imagine what was the Condition of my Mind 
in ſuch a Voyage, ſo contrary to what I ex- 
pected; and eſpecially when the next Day, the 
two Galleys having made the South-ſide of the 
Iſland of Pantanalea, the Tarks went on Shore 
to fetch Wood, and freſh Victuals; and farther 
ſtill, when the Commanders row'd to Land, 


and began to divide the Prizes they had taken; 


every Action of which was to me a lingring 
Death. When they came to allot me and Leo- 
iſa, Yznf gave betala, the Captain of the other 
Galley, ſeven Chriſtians, four luſty Fellows. for 
the Oar, two handſom Youths, Natives of 
Corſica, and my ſelf, that he might reſerve Leo- 
niſa to his own Share. Fetala was contented. 
I was preſent at the whole, but cou'd under- 
ſtand nothing they ſaid, tho' I very well un- 
derſtood what they were doing; for Fetala turning 
to me, Chriſtian ſaid he in Italian, thou art mine, 
and art valued to me at two thouſand Crowns 
of Gold; If thou wou'dſt have thy Liberty, thou 
muſt pay me four thouſand, or dye in this Coun- 
try. I ask'd him if the Chriſtiana Woman was 
his alſo ; he anſwer'd, No; for RA had kept her 
to himſelf, with an Intention to make her turn 
Moor, and marry her 3 which was true; for one 
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of the Captives at the Oar told me of it, who 
was a Maſter of the 7Tzrk:fp Language, and had 
heard Tzxf and Fetala treating about it. I ac- 
quainted my Maſter then, that if he wou'd 
contrive to get the Chriſtian Woman into his 
Hands, I wou'd give him ten thouſand Crowns 
in pure Gold for her Ranſom alone. He an- 
ſwer'd, it was impoflible; but he wou'd men- 
tion the great Sum I offer'd to Raf, who being 
tempted by his Intereſt, might perhaps change 
his Intention, and ſuffer her to be redeem'd. 
Having done this, he order'd all his People on 
Board immediately, becauſe he was going to 
Tripoli in Barbary, at which Place he was born. 
af at the fame Time reſolv'd to ſtear to Vi- 
ſerta, and they both embark'd with the ſame 
Expedition, as when they diſcover Galleys 
which they fear, or Ships which they deſign to 
plunder. What put them into ſuch a Hurry was, 
that they thought the Weather was beginning 
to change, and gave Tokens of a Storm. 
LEONISA was on Shore, but not where 
I cou'd ſee her, unleſs at the Embarkation, when 
we both met on.the Strand. She was handed 
along by her new Maſter, and newer Lover; 
and as the ſtep'd on the Plank which was laid 
from the Galley to the Shore, ſhe turn'd her 
Eyes to look on me; and mine, which were 
eternally faſtenꝰd on her, gaz'd at her with ſuch 
Tenderneſs and Grief, that, without know ing 
how, a Miſt came acroſs my Sight, and my 
other Senſes vaniſhing, I fell down entranc'd 
on the Ground. The fame, I was inform'd at- 
rerwards, befell Leoniſa, who tumbled off 
from the Plank into the Sea, and Mf leap'd in 
after her, and brought her out in his Arms. I 
Was 
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was told this by the People of my Maſter's Veſ- 
fel, who had carry d me on board, without my 
perceiving it; but when I came out of my 
Swoon, and ſaw my felf alone in the Galley, 
and the other Galley ſailing a contrary Way, till 
it was quite out of Ken, bearing off in it half 
my Soul, or more truly ſpeaking, the whole, 


my Heart was overwhelm'd a- new, Lcurs'd my 


Fortune again, and call'd on Death aloud, and 
the Lamentation I made was ſo exceſſive, that 
my Maſter being offended at it, threaten'd to 
comfort me with a ſturdy Cudgel, unleſs I Held 
my Peace. At this I curb'd my. Tears, and 
ſmother'd my' Sighs, hoping the Violence this 
Conſtraint was to me wou'd force out a Paſ- 
ſage for my Soul, which ſo earneſtly wiſh'd to 
break looſe from a miſerable Body; but Fortune, 
not being ſatisfy?d-with having caſt me into this 
Diſtreſs,. reſoly'd' to compleat my Miſery, and 
ſtrĩip me of all Hopes of Relief; for the Storm 
we fear'di ſprung up in an Inſtant, and the 
Wind, which blew ahead at full South, became 
fo boiſterous, that we were forc'd to put the 
Helm a Lee, and let the Ship drive before the 
Blaſt. The Maſter deſign'd to Veer round, and 
throw himſelfunder the North-ſideof the Iſland; 
but it happen'd quite contrary to his Purpoſe, for 
the Wind puſh'd us ſo furiouſly, that tho* we 


had been two Days in getting hither, in little 


more than fourteen Hours we ſaw our ſelves. 
within near three Leagues of the Idand from 
whence we parted. We cou'd not avoid bear- 
ing down upon it, the Streſs of Weather was 
too great for us to chuſe at what Place to enter, 
and we were forc'd in among very high Rocks, 
which preſented themſelyes to our Lyn, and 

M3 threaten'd 
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threaten'd us with inevitable Death. At a ſmall 
Diftance we diſcover'd our Fellow-Galley, in 
which Leoniſa was, and the Tarks and the Cap- 
tives tugging at the Oar with all their Might, to 
get to Land, and keep clear of the Rocks. Our 
Crew did the ſame, but with better Luck, it 
ſeems, and more Strength than the others, who 
being ſpent with Labour, and overborne by the 
Stiffneſs of the Wind, and the Outrageouſneſs 
of the Tempeſt, laid down their Oars, and 
yielding to the Storm, ſuffer'd themſelves, with- 
in our View, to be driven on the Rocks, on 
which the Galley ſtruck ſo violently, that ſhe 
broke in Pieces at once. 

N1iGHT came on, and ſo great was the Cry 
of thoſe who were wreck'd, and the Conſter- 
nation of thoſe who fear'd to be ſo, that nothing 
the Maſter ſaid cou'd be underſtood or execu- 
ted; we only minded not to quit our Oars, 
thinking the beſt Remedy was to turn the Prow 
to the Wind, and throw out two Anchors, in 
order to delay certain Ruin for a while. Tho 
there was a general Fear of Death in the whole 
Company, it was quite otherwiſe with me. For 
ſooth'd with the flattering Hope of ſeeing her in 
the other World, who was ſo lately departed 
from this, every Moment's Delay of the Gal- 
ley's being ſunk, or balg'd on the Rocks, was 
to me an Age of the molt lingring Death. The 
big-ſwoln Waves roll'd over the Ship. I gaz'd 
about to ſee if I cou'd not diſcover the Body of 
the unhappy Leoniſa floating on the Billows. 

- I will not wander from my firſt Defign of 
acquainting you with my Misfortune in few 
Words ; I ſhall wave therefore a particular De- 
ſcription of the Frights and Fears, the _— 
an 
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and Sorrow I ſuffer'd that long and bitter Night; 


it is ſufficient to ſay, they were fuch and ſo 
great, that if Death had come at that Time, he 
wou'd have found very little left for him to 
do to deprive me of Life. Te 

W HENthe Day came, it was attended with 
Tokens of a greater Storm than the laſt ; we 
found our Veſſel had made large Way, and got 
to a conſiderable Diſtance from the Rocks, and- 
drew near a Point of the [land : At the ſight of 
this, the Txrks and Chriſtians: buckled in to 
Work with freſh Hope and Strength, and at fix 
Hours End we doubled the Point, and found 
the Sea more calm and gentle, inſomuch that 
we ply'd our Oars, and being under covert of 
the Iſland, the Tzrks took an Opportunity to- 
leap a-ſhore, to look after Relicks of the Galley 
which was loſt on the Rocks the Night before; 
but Heaven did not think fit to grant me the diſ- 
mal Conſolation I greatly wiſh'd, to embrace the 
Body of | Leoniſa, which tho? breathleſs and 
mangled, I ſhou'd have reoic'd to. ſee, that in 
ſpite of the Impoſſibility my Stars impos'd on 
me, I might once have had her in my Arms. I 
deſir'd a Renegade therefore to get himſelf put 
a-ſhore, and ſearch for it on the Sands. But, as 
I ſaid, Heaven deny'd me every Thing; for the 
ſame Inſtant the Wind roſe again ſo tempeſtu- 
ous that the Shelter of the Iſland was of no Ser- 
vice. . Fetala ſeeing this, wou'd not contend 
with Fortune, which thus follow'd her Blow, and 
therefore order'd. the Foreſail to be lac'd to 
the Maſt, and to keep up little Sail, turning the 


Prow to the Tide, and the Poop to the Wind. 


He took the Rudder himſelf, and ſuffer'd the 
Ship to drive in the open Sea, being ſecure of 
M 42 meet- 
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meeting no Impediment in his Way; the Row- 
ers ſeated themſelves regularly on their Benches, 
and not a Perſon was to be ſeen on the Deck, 
except the Boatſwain, who for his greater Safe- 
123 himſelf to be bound faſt to his 

CA 1.28 8 | CE: 
Tu Ship ſeudded away fo ſwiftly, that in 
three Days and three Nights, we loft ſight of 
Trehana, Melazzo, and Palermo, and enter'd 
the Faro of Me ſſina, to the Surpriſe of all the 
Company on board, and of all who. beheld. us 
from the Share. In a Word, not to be as tedi- 
ous as the Storm it ſelf was, in my Relation of 
it, being fatigu' d and tir'd with running ſo large 
a Courſe as it was to compaſs the whole Iſland 
of Sicily, we reach'd Tyipali in Barbary; where 
my Maſter, having ſettled the Diviſion of the 
Booty: with his Levantines, and allotted them 
what Prizes they had made, and preſenteda fifth 
Part of his own to the King, according to Cu- 
nam, was attack'd with a Pluriſy, Which in 
three Days ſent him out of the World. His 
Effects were immediately feiz'd- by the King of 
Tripoli and the Officer who reſides there from the 
great Tur, who, as you know, is Heir to eve- 
ry one who does not appoint him ſo by 
Will; theſe two laid Hands on all the Eſtate of 
Fetala'my Maſter, and I fell to the ſhare of him 
who was then Vice-roy of Tripoli; but infifteen 
Days after, he receiv'd a Commiſſion for the 
Vice-royſhip of Cyprus, and brought me with'him 
hither. I have no Intention to Ranſom my ſelf, 
tho? he has preſs'd me to it ſeveral times, and 
has told me I was a Man of Figure, as he heard 
by Fetala's Soldiers. But I always __ and 
anſwer'd, that they who inform'd him fo, — 
; | e 8 ceiv' 


The LIBEBXNAL LOVER. 249 


ceiv'd him. And indeed, Mahamut, if you 
wou'd have me ſpeak my real Thoughts, I will 
no more return to a Country, where it is im- 
poſſible for me to meet with Comfort; and I 
wiſh rhat the forrowful Remembrance of the 
Death of Leoniſa, which never leaves me, being 
added to the Wretchedneſs of a Captive, may 
make me reliſh Life no longer. If it is true, 
that violent Griefs muſt come to an End, or 
end him who bears them, mine cannot fail to 
do it, for | intend to indulge” them freely, that in a 
few Days they may finiſh a miſerable Life, which 
I ſupport ſo unwillingly. 

"HIS, Brother amut, is the ſad Iſſue of 
my Adventures. This is the Cauſe of my Sighs 


and Fears. Leoniſa is dead, and with her all my 


Hope; and'tho* while ſhe. was living it bur by 
a ſlender Hair, yet-—-yet----and at this Word 
his Tongue falter'd and he cou'd'not ſpeak, nor 
reſtrain his Tears, which guſh'd-down his Cheeks 
in a Torrent; and Mahamut bore him Compa- 
ny. When this Tranſport, which was occa- 
fion'd' by his afflicting Story, was over, Maba- 
mut endeavour'd to comfort Ricardo with the 
beſt Arguments he cow'd, but he cut him ſhort. 
What you have to do, my Friend, ſaid he, is to 
direct me, how [I ſhall fall into Disfavour with 
my Maſter, and every one elſe I ſee, that being 
hated by them, they may all uſe me ill, and per- 
ſecute me ſo warmly, that Sorrow ſucceeding 
Sorrow, and Suffering Suffering, I may ſoon 
22 what I deſire, to put a Period to my 
e. T4 | 

I have always found it a true Saying, an- 
ſwer'd Mabamut, that he who knows how to 
grieve, knows how to ſpeak. Tho' ſometimes 
M F the 
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the Paſſion ſtrikes us dumb. But however that 
be, Ricardo, whether thy Grief keeps Pace with 
thy Words, or thy Words exceed thy Grief, 
thou ſhalt always find a fincere Friend in me, 
either for Help or Council; and tho' my few 
Years, and the Folly I committed in putting on 
this Habit, warn you not to rely on me for ei- 
ther, I will take Care to cure ſuch a Suſpicion, 
and eſtabliſh a better Opinion of my ſelf with 
you. And even if you ſhow'd not deſire my Ad- 
vice or Fayour, I will not omit to do what is 
proper for you, as fick Perſons receive what is 
fit for them, and not what they crave. 

THERE is not one in this whole City, who 
has more Power and Influence than my Maſter ; 
not even thine, who is come as Vice-roy, has 
ſo much Sway as he. 1 may affirm therefore, 
that I my ſelf have the greateſt Command in the 
City, fince I can have whatever I ask of my Pa- 
tron. I mention this, becauſe I may form a 
Contrivance with him, how to make thee his; 
and when thou art once my Companion, Time 
will point out to us what to do, as well to com- 
fort thee, if thou art deſirous or capable of Com- 
fort, as for me to break out of this into a better 
Condition, or at leaſt eſcape to ſome Place 
where my Life may be more ſecure than 
here. 

I thank you Mahamat, reply'd Ricardo, for 
the Friendſhip you offer me, tho' I am perſuad- 
ed, that as much as thou art able to do, thou 
canſt do nothing which will be to my Advan- 
tage. But let us wave this for the preſent, and 
proceed toward the Tents, for, by what I ſee, 
there is a large Train advancing from the City, 
and undoubtedly it is the old Vice-roy coming 

| out 
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out to encamp in the Fields, in order to reſign 
the Town to my Maſter. It is ſo, anſwered 
Mahamut. Follow me then, Ricardo, and you 
ſhall ſee the Ceremonies of the Reception; for 
I know the Sight will entertain you. With all 
my Heart, ſaid Ricardo; I may happen to want 
you, if I ſhou'd be miſs'd by the Keeper of my 
Maſter's Slaves, who is a Renegade, of Cor/ica 
by Nation, and not over-largely ſupply'd with 
Humanity. | 
Ax this they left the Place, and reach'd the 
Encampment juſt at the Time when the old 
Baſſa arriv'd, and the new one came out to meet 
him at the T'ent-Door. Al: Baſſa, the late Go- 
vernor, Was attended with all the Janizaries of 
the Gariſon at N:ceia, being near five hundred. 
They march'd in two Wings or Files, one Di- 
vition carrying Muskets and the other drawn 
Scymetars, and poſted themſelves on each Side 
of the Tent- Door of Haan the new Baſſa. Ali, 
inclining his Body, did Reverence to Hazan, 
who return'd his Salute with a leſs Inclination. 
Ali enter'd Hazan's Pavilion directly; and the 
Turks mounting the laſt on a ſtately Horſe richly 
capariſon'd, led him round the Tents, and over 
a great Part of the Field, ſhouting and crying, 
Long live Sultan Selymus, and Hazan Baſſa in 
his ; They repeated this ſeveral times, 
augmenting their Acclamations, and return'd 
inſtantly to the Tent where they had left A# 
Baſla, who with the Cady and Hazar ſhut them- 
ſelves up in private for the Space of an Hour. 
MAHAMUT told Ricardo, they retir'd to 
conſult concerning Affairs which were com- 
menc'd before Ali, and were not concluded. 
Shortly after, the Cady appear'd at the Tent- 
| Door, 
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Door, and in the Tarkiſh, Arabian, and Gre- 
cian Languages proclaim'd, that all who had 
matter of Complaint againſt Ali Baſſa might 
freely enter, for Haan Baſſa, whom the Grand 
Signior had ſent Vice- roy to Cyprus, was there, 
and wou'd do them full Right and Juſtice. Af 
ter this Leave given, the Janizaries drew off 
from the T'ent-Door, that every one who pleas'd 
might enter. Mahamnt carry'd Ricardo in with 
him, for being one of Hazan's Slaves he had free 
Admiſſion. 

THERE appear'd to ask for Juſtice, Greeks 
and Chriſtians, and fome Tzrks, and all of them 
about Caſes of ſo little Importance, that the 
Cady diſpatch'd moſt of them at once, without 
the Formality of delivering a * ow the Ac- 
cuſation to the other Party, and a Train of De- 
crees, Canvaflings and Anſwers ; for all Cauſes 
in Txrkey, except Matrimonial ones, are decided 
on the Spot, and in a Moment; rather by the 
Judgment of ſome truſty andi skilfull Man, than 
by Law: And among thoſe Barbarians (if they 
are ſuch in this Particular) the Cady is the com- 
petent Judge of all Canfes, and cuts them ſhort, 
and paſſes Sentence in a Breath, without any 
Appeal to another Tribunal. 

Arx the ſame Time came in a Chiaux, and 
faid there was a Few at the Door, who had a 
very beautiful Chriſtian Woman to ſell: The 
Cady ordering him to be brought in, the Chranx 
went out, and preſently return'd with a venera- 
ble old Few, wry by the Hand a Woman 
dreſs'd in a Barbary Habit, fo rich and noble, 
that the wealthieſt Ladies in Fez or Morocco, 
who ſurpaſs all the Africans in Ornaments, and 
even the Women of Alzrer with all their entry 

| | cou 


The LiBERAL LOVER 253 


coud not excell it. Her Face was cover'd 
with a Crimſon Taffaty; round her Ankles, 
which ſhew'd themſelves, appear'd two Chains 
which feem'd' to be of pure Gold; and on her 
Arms, which were alſo viſible thro? a Shift of 
fine Lawn, were two Bracelets of Gold, ſet 
with Numbers of Pearls. 'In a Word, her 
whole Attire was magnificent and coſtly. 1 
TH Cady admir'd her at firſt Sight, and the 
two Baſſa's, before they proceeded: any farther in 
Buſineſs, ſpoke to the Few to unveil her. He 
obey'd, and diſcover'd a Face which dazled the 
Eyes and rejoyc'd the. Hearts of al around her, 
as the Sun, breaking out ſuddenly from a Cloud 
in his Brightneſs on the delighted Beholder. 
Such was the Beauty of this fair Chriſtian Cap- 
tive, and ſach her Gayety and graceful Air. 

Bor he, on whom the ſurprifing Luſtre ſhe 
difclogd'made „ Impreſſion, was the 
unfortunate Ricardo, Who knew her better than 
any one elſe, for it was his cruel and belov'd 
Leoniſa, whom he had ſo often and with ſo 
many Fears lamented for dead. At the unex- 
pe&ed View of this enchanting Captive, As 
Heart was ſtruck throꝰ and vanquiſn'd, and Ha- 
Zan found himſelf pierc'd in the fame Degree 
and with the ſame Wound, nor was the Cady 
ſhieldedfrom this amorous Dart, but being more 
tranſported than both the others, was unable to 
take off his Eyes from Leoniſa's. Thus, to 
magnify the formidable Power of Love, in one 
and the ſame Moment there aroſe in the Hearts 
of theſe three at once, a certain Hope of obtain- 
ing her; and without enquiring, how, or where, 
or went ſhe fell into the Hands of the Few, they 
ask'd him at what Price he valued her? The 
griping 
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riping old Thief anſwer'd, four thouſand Dub- 
loons, which make two thoufand Crowns. He 
had ſcarcely nam'd the Sum, when Al: Baſſa ſaid, 
he wou'd give it, and repair to his Tent im- 
mediately to fetch him the Money. But Hazar 
Baſſa, who was reſolv'd not to loſe her, rho” he 
ran the Hazard of his Life, cry'd, I will give 
the four thouſand Dubloons the Few demands ; 
but I ſhou'd not give them, nor contend with 
Ali, if it were not for a Reaſon which he him- 
felf will allow is juſt and irreſiſtible, and that is, 
this lovely Slave is not fit for either of us two, 
but for the Grand Signior alone; and therefore 
I purchaſe her in his Name: Let me ſee now 
who will be ſo hardy as to diſpute it? That will 
I, reply'd Ali; for I buy her for the ſame Pur- 
poſe; and it is better for me who have an Op- 
portunity to carry her to Conſtantinople imme- 
diately, to preſent her to the Sultan, and thereby 
gain his good Will, of which, ſince Iam out 
of Employment, as thou ſeeſt, Hazan, I ſtand 
in need; whereas thou art ſure of a Poſt for three 
Years, ſince thou art juſt enter'd on the Govern- 
ment of the rich Kingdom of Cyprus. For theſe 
Reaſons, and becauſe I was the firſt Bidder, it 
is fit, O Haxan, that thou ſhou'dſt yield her up to 
me. It will be far more acceptable in me, re- 
ply'd Hazan, to ſend her, ſince I do it without 
any Motive of Intereſt. And as to the Oppor- 
tunity of your eorrying her with you, I will e- 
quip a Galley with a Crew and Slaves of my 
own, to convey her thither. . 
ALT was in a Flame at theſe Words, and 
etting up, laid his Hand on his Scymetar, As my 
ntention, ſaid he, is the ſame, to preſent this 
Chriſtian to his Highneſs, and ] bid for her firit ; 
3 | | Reaſon 
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Reaſon and Juſtice require that thou reſign her 
to me, and if thou think'ſt otherwiſe, this Scy- 
metar ſhall defend my Right and chaſtiſe thy 
Preſumption. 

TE Cady, who carefully obſerv'd the whole, 
and was no leſs enamour'd than they, being a- 
fraid the fair Captive ſhou'd flip thro? his Fingers, 
contriv'd how to quench the Fire that was kin- 
dled, and at the ſame time keep in his Hands 
the Slave, without giving any Suſpicion of his 
Deſign: He roſe and plac'd himſelf between 
them both; Peace, Hazax, ſaid he, and thou 
Ali forbear; for I am here, who have Skill and 
Power to compoſe your Difference in ſuch a 
manner, that you ſhall both accompliſh your In- 
teption, and the Grand Signior ſhall be ſery'd 
as ye deſite. | 
Ax theſe Words of the Cady the Baſſa's in- 
ſtantly ſubmitted ; and tho? he had enjoin'd them 
ſomething more difficult, they wou'd have com- 
ply'd, ſuch was the Reſpect they paid to his 
Grey Hairs. Thou ſay'ſt, Ali, purſu'd the Cady, 
that thou deſign'ſt this Captive for the Grand 
Signior; and Hazan ſays the ſame : Thou plead- 
eſt, that ſhe ought to be thine, becauſe thou did'ſt 
firſt offer to purchaſe her. Hazan contradicts 
thee; and tho” he is at a Loſs how to ſupport 
his Claim, I find his Intention is the ſame, and 
undoubtedly aroſe at the ſame time as thine, but 
thou hadſt the Advantage of him in firſt declar- 
ing thy Mind. Yet ought not this to be a Rea- 
ſon, why he ſhou'd be utterly defeated in his 
good Deſire, and therefore I think it proper to 

reconcile you in the following manner. Yeſhall 
have both an equal Title to this Slave, and ſince 
the Poſſeſſion of her depends on the Grand Sig- 


nior's 
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nior's Pleaſure, for whom ſhe is purchas'd, the 
Diſpoſal of her belongs to him alone. In the 
mean time thou Han ſhalt pay two thouſand 
Dubloons, and Ali another two thouſand, and 
the Captive ſhall remain. with me to be ſent to 
Conftaxtinoplein both your Names; I ofter there- 
fore to ſend her thither at my own Expence, 
with the Authority and Decency which are due 
to him to whom. ſhe is preſented, and to write 
the Grand: Signior an Account of all that has 
paſs*d, and of the Zeal you have both expreſs'd 

for his Service. 8 
TRR two enamour'd Turks were neither a- 
ble nor willing to contradict him; and tho' they 
ſawy this Scheme diſappointed their Deſigns, 
they came into the Cady's Propoſal, each of 
them at the ſame time forming a fond Hope in 
his Heart, of having it in his Power to accom- 
— his —— —— —— _ 1 

rice - roy in as, he t it to ply the Ca 

with Gifts ſo . 2 ſhou'd irreſiſtibly 
2 him to deliver up the Slave to him; and 
on the other hand, Ali form'd a Project to him- 
ſelf, which heimagin'd cou'd not fail of Succeſs; 
and each being certain of his Method, they rea- 
dily embrac'd the Cady's Offer, and furrender'd 
her to him by Conſent, and pay'd the Jeu two 
thouſand Dubloons a- piece. The Je told him, 
he cou'd not let them have the Cloaths ſhe wore 
into the Bargain, becauſe they were worth two 
thouſand more; as in Truth they were; for in 
her Hair, which was partly looſe, and part ty'd 
up and braided on her Forehead, there appear'd 
ſeveral Strings of Pearl, very gracefully inter- 
ſpers'd among the Locks; and'the Bracelets on 
her Legs and Hands were full of large * 
| | er 
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Her Habit was a Veſt of green Sattin all embroi- 
der'd and enrich'd with Lace of Gold; ſo that 
every, one thought the Few was too moderate 
in the Price; and the Cady, to ſhew: himſelf not 
leſs generous than the two Baſlas, ſaid he won'd 


pay bim, becaafe he wou'd preſent her to the 
Grand Signior exactly as ſhe was. The two 


Rivals. were very well pleas'd, preſuming the 
Damſel and all thatbelong'd'ito her wou'd finally 
fall to their Share: 


Ir is not to be expreſs'd what Ricardo felt 


when he ſaw the Darling of his Soul ſet to Sale, 
and the Thoughts which aroſe in him at this 
Moment, and his anxious Fears to perceive he 
had found her only to loſe her more effectually: 
He knew not whether he was ſleeping: or awake. 
and cow'dinot believe his Eyes in what they ſaw; 
for it ſeem'd impoſſible he ſnouꝭd have her ona 
ſudden before them, vvhom he concluded ra- 
viſh'd from them for ever. Stepping uptherefore 

to his Friend Mabamat, Do you know this Wo- 
man, Mabamut? ſays he: Not I, anſwer'd M. 


hemut. Why, ſhe is Leaniſa, cry*d! Ritardo 


What is it you ſay? reply'd his Friend: Even 
what you heard; added Rzcardo.. Hold your 
Peace then, return'd the other, and do not diſ- 
cover her, for happy Luck is coming toward: 
ou, ſincefhe is to be in my Maſter's Cuſtody. 
you think it will not be right for me to place 
my ſelf where ſhe may ſee me? By no means, 
anſwer' d Mahamut; left you put her or your 
ſelf in a Confuſion, and give ſome Signs that 
you know her, or have ſeen her before; which 
will be prejudicial to my Deſign. I will follow 
your Opinion, ſaid XK:cardo ; and preſently leſt 
the Place, that his Eyes might not meet thoſ®vf 
A | Leoniſa, 
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Leoniſa, who kept hers all the Time fix'd im- 
moveably on the Ground, and ſhed ſome Tears. 

THe Cady went to her, and taking her by 
the Hand, gave her to Mahama?, ordering him 
to conduct her into the City and deliver her to 
his Miſtreſs Halima, and defire her to treat her 
as a Slave belonging to the Grand Signior. Ma- 
hamut executed his Commiſſion, and left Ricardo 
alone, who purſu'd his glittering Star with his 
Eyes till ſhe was hid within the Walls of Nicaſta. 
After this, he flew away to the Few, and ask'd 
him where he had bought that Chriſtian Captive, 
and how ſhe fell into his Hands. The Jeu an- 
ſwer'd, he had bought her in the Iſland of Pan- 
tanalea, of ſome Tarks, who eſcap'd thither from 
a Wreck; as he was going to proceed, he was 
prevented by a Meſſage from the Baſſas, who 
wanted to make the ſame Inquiry of him as Ki- 
cardo; at which the Few took his Leave. 

As they walk'd from the Tents to the City, 
Mahamut took an Opportunity to ask Leoniſa in 
Italian, of what Country ſhe was : She an- 
ſwer'd, Of Trepana. Mahamnt ask'd her then, if 
ſhe knew a rich and noble Cavalier in that City, 
call'd Ricardo. At this, Leoniſa fetch'd a deep 
Sigh; I know him, ſaid ſhe, to my Sorrow. 
How to your Sorrow? reply'd Mahamut. Be- 
cauſe, anſwer'd ſhe, he knew me to his own 
and my Misfortune. Perhaps, continu'd Ma- 
hamut, you alſo know another Cavalier in the 
ſame City, of a handſome genteel Appearance, 
born of very wealthy Parents, and in his own 
Perſon very valiant, very liberal, and very inge- 
nious, nam'd Cornelio. I alſo know him, ſaid 
Eeoniſa, and more to my Misfortune, I may ſay, 
than Ricardo. But who, Sir, are you, — you 

| now 
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know theſe two Perſons, and make this Inqui- 
ry after them? I am a Native of Palermo, an- 
ſwer'd Mahamat, who by various Accidents am 
in the Condition you ſee, and in a Habit very 
difterert from my own. I know both thoſe 
Cavaliers, for it is not many Days ſince they 
were both in my Power; as for Cernelio, he 
was taken by ſome Moors of Tripoli in Barba- 
ry, who ſold him to a Txrk, who trades to 
this Iſland, whither he came with Goods, (for 
he is a Merchant of Rhodes) and he has truſted 
Cornelio with all his Wealth. He knows how 
to keep it very well, ſaid Leoniſa, for he has an 
excellent Talent at keeping his own. But pray 
inform me how Ricardo came to this Iſland. A 
Corſair brought him hither, anſwer'd Mabamut, 
who took him Captive in a Garden by the Sea- 
fide at Trepara, and a young Damſel with bim, 
as he ſaid, whoſe Name he wou'd never tell 
me, He was here ſome Days with his Maſter, 
who went to viſit Mahemetr's Tomb at Medina; 
and at the Time of his Departure, Ricardo fell 
ſo extremely ill, that his Maſter left him behind 
with me, becauſe he was of my Country, to 
et him cur'd and look after him till he came 
ack; or if he did not return hither, to ſend him 
to Conſtantinople, where he wou'd give me No- 
tice of his Arrival. But Heaven had appointed 
it otherwiſe, for Ricardo, without any Miſcon- 
duct or Accident, ended his Life in a few Days, 
always crying out of one Leoniſa, whom, he told 
me, he lov'd more than his Life. She was in a 
Galley, he ſaid, which was wreck'd on the I- 
ſland of Pantanalea, and was drown'd, and he 
deplor'd her Death inceſſantly, till at laſt it oc- 
caſion'd his own; for I perceiv'd no bodily Di- 
© ſemper 
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{temper in him, only Tokens of exceflive Grief 
of Mind. Did the other Cavalier you mention'd, 
faid Leoniſa, in his Diſcourſes with you, 
(which, as you were Country-men, mult be 
trequent) name this Leoniſa to you ſometimes, 
and .acquaint you how ſhe and Ricardo were made 
Captives? He ſpoke of her, ſaid Mahamnt, 
and ask'd me if a Chriſtian Woman of that 
Name, with ſach and ſuch Tokens, was brought 
to this Iſland; how glad he ſhou'd be to find her 
out, to Ranſom her, provided his Maſter were 
undeceiv'd in his Opinion about her, for ſhe was 
not ſo. rich as he ſuppog'd ;. tho? as he had en- 
joy'd her, he ſhou'd value her the leſs; yet if ſhe 
were not rated at above three or four hundred 
Crowns, he wou'd pay them very willingly, be- 
cauſe he had once had an Affection for her. Ve- 
ry little certainly, ſaid! Lramiſa, ſince he 'cou'd 
riſe no highter than four hundred Crowns. Ki- 
cardo is more liberal, and more valiant and no- 
ble. Heaven forgive her who caus'd his Death; 
vrhich is my ſelf, for J am that unhappy Woman 
whom he lamented for dead. Heaven knowshow 
glad I ſhou'd be if he were living, that Lmightre- 
quite the Senſe he ſhew'd. of my Calamity, by 
letting him ſee. how I reſented His. Yes, l am 
ſhe whom: Cornelio lov'd ſo little, and whom 
Ricardo fo heartily deplor'd, and thro! Variety 
of Chances am brought to the wretehed Condi- 
tion in vehich I am. Tho? it has been in Dan- 
ger, yet by the Favour of Heaven I have always 
preſerv'd my Honour entire; with which I live 
content in my Miſery. I now know neither 
where I am, nor who is my Maſter, nor whi- 
ther my contrary Fates will drive me; where. 
fore I beſeech and beg you by the Chriſtian Blood 

12 u 
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you have in your Veins, to ſave me in my Trou- 
bles ;'the Variety of which have indeedtaught me 
Caution, yet ſuch and ſo many overtake me e- 
very Momeut, that I know not how T ſhall ſu- 
ſtain them. Mabamut aniſwer'd, that he wou'd 
do all he cou'd to ſerve her, by his Connſeland 
Aſſiſtance. He inform'd her of the Difference 
which had happen'a between the two Baſſas on 
her Account, and how ſhe was put into the 
Hands of the Cady, his Maſter, to be ſent to 
Selhmus the Great Zaurk at Conſtantinople, but 
that before this was done he hop'd in Heaven's 
Mercy, he ſhou'd be able to diſpoſe of her 
in another Manner: He advis'd her alſo to keep 
well with Halima, the Cady's Wife, under 
whoſe Command ſhe was to be till her going to 
Conſtantinople, and inſtructed her in Halima's 
Temper, adding ſeveral other Things which 
were for her Advantage to know, and at laſt 
he introduc'd her into the Houſe, and left her 
with Halima, to whom he deliver'd his Maſter's 
Meſſage. K 
THE Cady's Wife, ſeeing her ſo richly 
dreſs'd, and ſo beautiful, receiv'd her with Re- 
ſpect and Kindneſs, while Mahammwt return'd to 
the Tents, to inform Kicardo of what had paſs'd 
between him and  Leoziſa; and meeting with 
him, related to him the Particulars of the whole; 
and when he came to mention the Concern 
Leoniſa expreſs'd when he told her Ricardo was 
dead, the Tears ſtood in his Eyes; he acquainted 
him alſo with the ſnam Account he had given 
her of Coruelio's Captivity, in order to diſcover 
her Sentiments, and with what Coldneſs and 
Reſentment ſhe ſpoke of him. All which was 
a Cordial to the afflicted Heart of Ricardo. I call 
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to Mind now, Friend Mabamut, ſaid he, a 
Story which I heard from my Father, and you 
know he was a curious Man, and much in 
Grace with the Emperor Charles V, who ad- 

vanc'd him to very honourable Poſts in the 
War. He told me, that when the Emperor lay 
before Tunis, and took it with the Goleta, as he 
was one Day in his Tent, they brought him a + 
Mooriſh Woman, as a Miracle of Beauty; as 
they were preſenting her to him, the Beams of 
the Sun ſhone into the Tent, and play'd full on 
her Hair, which even rival'd the Rays, being of 
a yellow Colour, which is a rare Thing among 
the Moors, who always affect to have their Hair 
black; among ſeveral others who were in the 
Tent on this Occaſion, there were two Spaniſh 
Cavaliers; one was an Andaluſian, and the o- 
ther a Catalan; they were both of them Men of 
Senſe, and Poets. The Andaluſian having ſeen 
the Mooriſh Woman, began with Admiration 
to repeat ſome Verſes, but ſtop'd in the Middle, 
without being able to cloſe either the Verſe or 
the Senſe, for want of. proper Rhymes. The 
other Cavalier, who ſtood at his Elbow, and 
heard him ſpeak his Verſes, perceiving him at a 
Loſs, as if the reſt of the Sentence had eſcap'd 
him, took it up and finiſh'd it himſelf. Theſe 
Verſes came into my Thoughts, when I ſaw the 
lovely Leoniſa enter the Baſſa's Tent, not only 
eclipſing the Rays of the Sun, but even the 
whole Heaven with all its Stars. Hold, Friend 
Ricardo, ſaid Mahamut, for I tremble at every 
Word you utter, leſt you ſhou'd fo far over- 
ſhoot the Bounds of Reaſon in Leoniſa's Praiſes, 
as not only to appear no Chriſtian, but to com- 


mence an abſolute Heathen. However, .pray 
| let 
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let me hear theſe Verſes, or Stanzas, or what- 
ever you call them; and afterwards let us talk of 
other Things which are more pleaſing and uſe- 
ful. With all my Heart, anſwer'd Ricardo; 


mind them; five Verſes were ſpoken by one Gen- 


tleman, and five by the other; they were all un- 
premeditated, and are as follow: 


As when upon the Mountain-Heads, _ 
The Sun his Golden Splendor ſpreads, 
And with a ſudden Spring of Light; 
Extinguiſhes the dazled Sight : 


Or as the Diamonds various Ray 


Here the Audaluſian's Poetry fail'd him, and tis 
Friend obſerving it inſtantly proceeded, 


Reflects with keener Beams the Day; 
Thy radiant Charms with gay Surpriſe, 
Fair Moor, attract and wound my Eyes 
And cruel Love's contagious Dart 


Is fix'd, and feſters in my Heart. 


I like them very well ſaid, Mahamar, and the 
better becauſe you are in a Condition to repeat 
them ; for to repeat Verſes, or make them, a 
Man muſt be in a compos'd T'emper of Mind. 
It is uſual to ſing Dirges as well as Songs, an- 
ſwer'd Ricardo. But leaving this, inform me 

what is to be done in our Affair. For tho” I did 
not underſtand what the Baſlas were arguing in 
the Tent, while you was carrying off Leoniſa, 
a Venetian Renegade of my Maſter's who was 
_ preſent, and knew the Tarte Tongue per- 
fectly, gave me an Account of it: But that 
which is above all things neseſſary, is to con- 
trive 


*. 
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trive ſome way to prevent Leoniſa's falling into 
the Grand Signior's Hands. The firft Thing 
to be done, reply'd Mabamut, is to get you into 
my Maſter's Service; and when that is done, 
we will conſult about proper Meaſures. At this 
the Keeper of Hazar's Chriſtian Slaves came up, 
and took Ricardo away with him. | 
THE Cady return'd to the City with Hazan, 
and in a few Days finiſh'd Alis Probation, and 
deliver'd the Report of his Conduct to him 
folded up and ſeal'd, to carry it with him to 
Conſtantinople. He departed immediately, leav- 
ing a ſtrict Charge with the Cady, that he ſhou'd 
ſend the Captive without Delay, and write to the 
Grand * in ſuch a manner, as ſhou'd ſup- 
port his Pretenſions. The Cady promiſs'd him 
to do it, but not fincerely; his own Heart 
being almoſt burnt to a Cinder, with the violent 

Flames of his Love. - 
ALI went away full of falſe Hopes, and 
Hazan (tay'd behind, flattering himſelf with the 
ſame; and Mahamut brought it about, that Ki- 
cardo was taken into his Maſter's Service. Days 
roll'd on, and Ricardo was urg'd with ſuch an 
impatient Deſire to ſee Leoniſa, that he cou'd 
not enjoy one Moment's Repoſe. He chang'd 
his Name to Mario, that Leoniſa might not hear his 
true one mention'd till he had ſeen her, which 
was very difficult, becauſe the Moors are ex- 
tremely jealous, and ſuffer no Men to have a 
Sight of their Wives Faces, tho? they are not 
offended at ſhewing them to Chriſtians, for per- 
haps fince they are Captives, they ſcareely ac- 

count them to be Men. n N 
IT happen'd one Day, that the Lady. Halima 
caſt her Eyes on Mario, and was ſo raviſh'd 1 
tlie 
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the Sight of him, that it was engraven in her 
Heart, and perpetually in her Mind; and being 
diſſatisfy'd perhaps with the feeble Embraces of 
her antient Husband, ſhe eaſily gave Way to an 
unlawful Deſire. She readily imparted it to Leo- 
iſa, of whom ſhe was very fond for her a- 
greeable Femper, and prudent Behaviour, and 
treated her with a great deal of Reſpect, becauſe 
ſhe was the Grand Signior's Property. She told 
her the Cady had brought home a Chriſtian Cap- 
tive, of ſo noble a Deportment, and gracetul 
Air, that in all the Days of her Life, her Eyes 
had never beheld ſo handſom a Man; that they 
ſaid he was a Chilibi, that is a Gentleman, and of 
the ſame Country with Mabamut the Renegade; 
and that ſhe knew not how to open her Thoughts 
to him, leſt the Chriſtian ſhou'd deſpiſe her for 
declaring her ſelf ſo freely. Leoniſa ask'd the 
Captive's Name, and Hala anſwer'd it was 
Mario. If he is a Gentleman, reply'd Leoniſa, 
and of the Country they report, I ſhall know 
him, tho? there is no one of that Name in Tre- 
pana: But let me ſee him, Madam, and talk 
with him, and I will inform you what he is, 
and what may be expected from him. It ſhall 
be done, ſaid Halima; for next Friday, when 
the Cady is at Prayers in the Moſque, I will 
ſend for him hither, and you may talk with him 
alone, and, if you think it proper, intimate to 
him my Inclination; and you may do this after 
the beſt Manner you can. | 


HALIM A having ſaid this to Leo 


ui ſa, 


within two Hours after, the Cady call'd Maha- 
mut and Mario to him, and with as much Ear- 
neſtneſs as Halima had unboſom'd her ſelf to 


Leoniſa, the enamour'd old Man diſcovet'd his 
Vor. III. 


Sun! 


| \ 
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Soul to his two Slaves, conjuring them to adviſe 
| him what to do in order to enjoy the Chriſtian 
| Captive himſelf, and yet not offend. the Grand 
| Signior, to whomſhe belong'd ; adding, that he 
| was reſolv'd to dye a thouſand times over, ra- 
ther than once deliver her up to the Great Zr. 

Tuk venerable Moor declar'd his Paſſion 
with ſuch Vehemence, that it touch'd the Hearts 
bf his two Slayes, whoſe Intentions were en- 
titely contrary to his. It was concluded between 
them, that as Mario was her Country-man, (tho? 
he had told the Cady he did not know her) he 
ſhou'd undertake to ſolicite her, and inform her 
of his Maſter's Deſign; and that if he cou'd not 
prevail this Way, the Cady ſhou'd uſe Force, 
fince ſhe was in his Power ; and this being done, 
he ſhou'd give ont ſhe was dead, to excuſe his 
not ſending her to Conſtantinople. 

THE Cady was wonderfully ſatisfy'd with 
the Opinion of his Slaves, and, in the Heat of 
this imaginary Happineſs, he offer'd Mabamut 
his Liberty on the Spot, and appointed him half 
his Eſtate at his Death; he alſo promis'd Maris 
his Freedom, if he ſacceeded, and ſuch a Sum 
of Mony that he ſhou'd retutn to his own Coun- 
1 try rich, honour'd, and well contented. If the 
= 'Cady was liberal in his Promiſes, his Slaves 

| were abſolutely profuſe, offering to pull the 
Moon out of the Sky, to ſerve him; much more 
{ to gain Leoniſa, provided he gave Mario an Op- 
portunity of talking with her. That he ſhall 
have at any Time, anſwer'd the Cady, for Ha- 
5 Jima ſhall go to her Parents Houſe, who are 
1 Greek Chtiſtians, for ſome Days; and while ſhe is 
there, I will order the Janitor to admii Mario 
| into my Houſe, as often as he pleaſes, me 
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will acquaint Leoniſa, that ſhe may talk with 
her Country-man, whenever ſhe will. Thus.the 
Wind of Kicardo's Misfortunes began to turn 
about, and blow a freſh Gale in his Favour. _ 
THIS Reſolution being form'd between theſe 
three, Halima was the firſt to put her Project in 
Execution, like an errant Woman, whoſe Na- 
tare is eaſily touch'd, and all in Haſte for any 
Thing her Heart is ſet on. The ſame Day the 
Cady told her, ſhe might go to her Father's, if 
ſhe pleas'd, and divert her ſelf there for ſeveral 
Days. But as ſhe was overjoy'd with the Hopes 
Legniſa had given her, ſhe won'd have refus'd 
to go not only to her Father's Houſe, but to 
Mahomet's Paradiſe it ſelf ; the anſwer'd him 
therefore, that at preſent ſhe had no Inclination 
to go thither ; but when ſhe had, ſhe wou'd let 
him know it; and that ſhe wou'd take the 
Chpiſtian Captive with her when ſhe *went.. 
That muſt not be, reply'd the Cady, for as ſhe 
is the Grand Signior's, ſhe muſt not be ſeen by 
any body; beſides, ſhe ought to be kept from 
converſing with Chriſtians, becauſe you know 
that when ſhe is in the Grand Signior's Hands, 
ſhe will be ſhut up in the Seraglio, and be oblig d 
to turn Tzrk, whether ſhe will or no. But as ſhe 
goes along with me, ſaid Hal;ma, her being in 
my Parents Houſe, and converſing with them, 
ſignifies nothing; for I converſe with them a 
great deal more, without being the worſe Turk 
for it at all; eſpecially ſince I have no Thoughts 
of ſtaying there above four or five Days at far- 
theſt, for my Love to you will not ſuffer me 
to be longer abſent and not ſee you. | 
THe: Gady cou'd make no Reply, for fear 9 
giving her Occaſion to ſuſpect his Deſign. Friday 
| N 2 Came 
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came, and he repair'd to the Moſque, from 
whence he cou'd not come back under four 
Hours. Halima had ſcarcely watch'd him out 
of the Porch, when ſhe ſent for Mario; but the 
Janitor wou'd not have admitted him, if Hal:- 
ma had not call'd out, and bid him let him in. 
He came trembling, and in a ſtrange Confulion, 
as if he had been to encounter a whole Army 
of Enemies. Leoniſa was in the ſame Cloaths, 
as ſhe wore when ſhe was brought into the Baſ- 
ſa's Tent, and was fitting at the Foot of a large 
Stair-Caſe of Marble, which led up to a Gal- 
lery; her Head was reſted in an inclining Poſture 
on her right Hand, and her Elbow was ſupport- 
ed on her Knees, and her Eyes being turn'd from 
the Door at which Mar: enter'd, tho? he came 


'up to the Place where ſhe ſat, ſhe did not ſee 


him. As ſoon as Ricardo was admitted, he took 
a full View of the Houſe, and perceiving only 
a deep and ſolemn Silence, he turn'd his Eyes 
toward the Place where Leoniſa was fitting. In 
an Inſtant the inamour'd R:cardo was over- 
whelm'd with ſuch a Variety of Imaginations, 
that he was-at once ſurpris'd and pleas'd, and 
thought himſelf a Mile off, or more, from his 
Happineſs and Wiſhes. He was a Captive, he 
reflected, and his Glory in the Power of ano- 
ther; and revolving theſe Things in his Breaſt, 
he advanc'd by little and little with Fear, and 
Wonder, Gladneſs, and Grief, timorous and 
daring to the Center of his Joy, and at the ſame 
time Leoniſa turn'd her Face, and fix'd her Eyes 
on thoſe of Mario, who look'd on her with the 
ſtricteſt Attention. But when their Eyes met 
each other, they 'gave Signs by different on 

ects 
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fects of what they felt in their Hearts. Ricardo 
ſtopp'd, and was not able to ſtir a Step farther; 
and Leoniſa, who, from Mahamut's Report, 
thought Kicardo was dead, ſeeing him thus un- 
expectedly alive, and full of Fear and Aſtoniſh- 
ment, without taking off her Eyes, . or. turnin 
about, run up four or five Stairs back ward, an 
pulling a ſmall Crucifix out of her Boſom kiſs'd 
it ſeveral times, and bleſs'd her ſelf from Head 
to Foot, as if ſhe had beheld a Fantaſm, or ſome 
Apparition from the other World. 

KICARD®O came out of his Amazement, 
and knew, by what Leox:iſa did, the true Cauſe 
of her Fright; I 4m ſorry, beautiful Leoniſa, 
ſaid he, the News chamnt told you of my 
Death is not true, for then I ſhou'd have eſ- 
cap'd thoſe Fears I ſuffer, to think whether the 
Severity you have hitherto ſhewn me, continues 
ſtill the fame, and unabated. Be eaſy, Madam, 
and deſcend; and, if you dare do what you have 
never yet done, come to me, and you ſhall ſee I 
am no Airy Appearance. I am Kicardo, Leo- 
uiſa, Ricardo, as unfortunate as you can wiſh to 
e him. At this Leoniſa laid her Finger on her 
Mouth, as a Signal for him not to ſpeak, or to ſpeak 
more ſoftly; and taking Heart a little, he drew 
near enough to hear her ſay theſe. Words; Speak 
ſoftly, Mario, for ſo, I think, they call you 
now ; and talk of nothing but what I ſhall men- 
tion to you; and conſider, that if we are over- 
heard, we may happen never to ſee one another 
again. I believe Halima my Miſtreſs is liſtning ; 
ſhe has told me ſhe adores you, and has appoint - 
ed me to recommend her Suit. If you will an- 
{wer her Deſire, it will be more for the Intereſt 
of your Body than your Soul; and if you will 
| ; N 3 not, 
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not, yet you muſt pretend to do it, becauſe I 
ask it of you; and becauſe the Favours of a 
Woman when offer'd, are notto be refus'd. I 
never cou'd imagine, reply'd Kicardo, lovely 
Leoniſa, that the Thing you ſhou'd ask of me 
wou'd carry in it an Impoſſibility of my per- 
forming it; but what you now require has un- 
deceiv'd me. Is the Will ſo light and variable, 
that one can turn and change it at Pleaſure? or 
does it become' a Man of Truth and Honour, 
to diſſemble in Things of ſuch Importance? But 
if you think it is practicable, and require it, I 
ſubmit, for you are the Miſtreſs of my Heart. 
But alas you never underſt6&od my Heart, and 
therefore underſtand not how to diſpoſe of it ; 
however, that you may not ſay you were not 
obey*'d, in the firſt Command you laid on me, 
I will conſtrain my ſelf to be what I ought not 
to be, and ſeemingly ſatisſie your Requeſt, and 
Halima's, if thereby I may obtain the Happineſs 
of ſeeing you; carry back therefore what An- 
{wer you think proper, and I will ratify it. In 
Return of this, which, in my Opinion, is the 
greateſt Thing I am able to do, tho' I were to 
give you my Soul anew, which I have ſo often 
given you before; I beg you will briefly acquaint 
me how you eſcap'd out of the Hands of the 
Pirates, and fell into thoſe of the Few, who 
ſold you. | 

I HE Relation of my Misfortunes, anſwer'd 
Leoniſa, wou'd take up too much Time; yet! 
will ſatisfy you in few Words. Know then, 
that at the Cloſe of the Day we were ſeparated, 
Yzuf's Galley was driven by a ſtiff Wind upon 
the ſame Iſland of Pantenalea, where we allo 


diſcern'd your Veſſel. We were thrown upon 


the 
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the Rocks, without being able to hinder it. My 
Maſter ſeeing Ruin thus before his Eyes, emp- 
ty'd two N in a Moment, and 
ftop'd them up very cloſe, and faſten'd them to- 
gether with Cords ;. he ſeated me between them, 
and preſently ſtrip'd himſelf, and taking another 
Barrel between his Arms, he ty'd a Cord about 
his Middle,. and faſtning it to the End of the 
Barrels on which I was, he threw. himſelf un- 
dauntedly into the Sea, dragging me after him. 
I had not the Courage to follow his Example, 
but another Txr& forc'd me in, and ſet me afloat: 
after Ruf; I lay without Senſe, and never came 
to my ſelf till I found my ſelf on Shore in the 
Arms of two Turks, who held me with my Mouth 
downwards, while a great Quantity of Water, 
which I had ſwallow'd, ran out. oX 
I open'd my Eyes perfectly amaz'd, and ſaw 
Nu cloſe by me, with his Brains beaten out; 
for, as I underſtood afterwards, he was daſh'd up- 
on the Rocks, where he loſt his Life. The 
Turks told me alſo, that they drew me to Land 
by the Rope, and only eight Perſons in the Ship 
eſcap'd. We continu'd eight Days in the Iſland, 
and they treated me with the ſame Reſpect, as 
if I had been their Siſter, or ſomething more. 
We lay conceal'd in a Cave, the Turis bging a- 
fraid the Chriſtians ſhou'd come down upon them 
from a Fort in the Ifland, and take them Pri- 
ſoners. They ſupported themſelves with wet 
Bisket which the Sea threw a-ſhore on the 
Strand where they were wreck'd, and which 
they ſtole aut to gather up by Night. To my 
Misfartune it happen'd, that the Fort was then 
withont a Captain, the Commander being dead 
ſame Days before, and there were not above 
ee N 4 twenty 
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twenty Soldiers in Garriſon. We learn'd this 
of a Youth whom the Tzr&s took Captive, as he 
came to the Sea-ſide to gather Shells. After 
eight Days there arriv'd on the Coaſt a Veſſel 
Which the Moors call a Caramagale; the Turks 
diſcern'd it, and ran down to the Shore, and by 
the Signals they made, gave the Crew to know 
they were Txrks. The Moors underſtandin 
their Diſtreſs, took them on board their Veſſel, 
in which was a very rich Jewiſh Merchant who 
own'd all or moſt of the Lading. It conſiſted of 
the Commodities which are exported from Bar- 
bary to the Levant. The Turks ſail'd in this Ship 
to Tripoli, and by the Way ſold me to the Few, 
for two thouſand Dubloons; an exceſſive Price, 
if his Love to me, which the Few afterwards 
diſcover'd, had not made him liberal. 

THe Ship having left the Txrks in Tripoli, 
pur ſu'd her Voyage, and the Few began to ſoli- 
cite me very impudently; I gave him the Recep- 
tion his lewd Addreſſes deſerv'd. Deſpairin 
therefore of obtaining them, he reſolv'd to ri 
his Hands of me the firſt Opportunity that of- 
fer'd; and hearing that the two Baſla's, Ali and 
Hazan, were in this Iſland, where he cou'd vend 
his Merchandiſe to as much Advantage as in 
Xo, where he deſign'd to have fold it, he came 
hither in order to diſpoſe of me to one of the 
Baſſa's, and to this purpoſe, he array'd me in 
the Attire you now ſee, the more to engage the 
Fancy of him who ſhou'd purchaſe me. I am 
inform'd the Cady has bought me, to preſent 
me to the Great Tark, of which I am not a little 
afraid. Here I heard of your fictitious Death, 
and if you will believe it, I muſt ſay, it trou- 
bled me at my Heart, and that I envy'd "_ 
3 — than 
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than pity'd you; not out of Averſion to you; 
for tho” I did not return your Love, I am not 
ungrateful ; but becauſe you had clos'd the Tra- 
gedy of your Life. 8 3045.74 
I ſhou'd have done ſo, Madam, anſwer'd Ri- 
cardo, if Death wou'd not have depriv'd me of 
the Happineſs of ſeeing you, for I eſteem this 
Inſtant of Glory I enjoy in beholding you be- 
| Yond any other Good (excepting that which is 
eternal) Life or Death is able to afford, The 
Cady, my Maſter, to whom I now belong, by 
a Chance as ſurpriſing as yours, is become the 
ſame to you as Halima is to me, furiouſly ina- 
mour'd. He has made me the Interpreter of his 
Thoughts to you; and I embrac'd the Office, not 
to gratify him, but to obtain thereby the Oppor- 
tunity of talking with you. See now, Leoniſa, to 
what our hard Fortune has driven us; you to 
undertake an impoſſible Thing, as you well 
know what you ask of me, is; and me, to at- 
tempt that which I leaſt expected, and which, ra- 
ther than obtain, I wou'd reſign my Life, which 
I now prize at the high Value the ſeeing you de- 
ſerves. — ps | 
I know not what to ſay to you, Ricardo, re- 
one Leoniſa, nor how we ſhall get out of this 
abyrinth, where, as you ſay, our ill Fortune 
has entangled us. - I can only ſay, that in this Af- 
fair we muſt have Recourſe to that which our 
Tempers abhor, Fiction and Deceit; and that I 
will make ſuch a Report of you to Halima, as 
ſhall rather flatter her than make her deſperate; 
and you may tell the Cady what you think will 
beſt ſecure my Honour, and delude him; and if 
I intruſt my Honour in your Hands, you may 
well believe it is ſpotleſ; and entire, tho' the 
Ns: many 
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many Accidents I have encounter'd, and the 
many Dangers I have ſuſtain'd, might tempt you 
to doubt it. We ſhall talk together with Safe- 
ty, and I, ſhall take a Pleaſure in it, provided 
ou never mention any Thing relating to your 
retenſions ; the Moment you do that, I will 
ſee you no more; for I wou'd nothave you ima- 
er I am of fo abje& a Mind, that Captivity ſhall 
ave that Influence on me, which Liberty cou'd 
not. By Heaven's Favour I ſhall be as Gold, 
which the more it is ſearch'd with Fire, becomes 
the more pure and clear. Reſt contented with 
What I have told you, that the _= of you may 
not offend me, as before: For I muſt inform 
you, Ricardo I always look'd on you as ill- 
temper'd and arrogant, and preſuming on your 
ſelf more than became you. I may be miſtaken, 
I confeſs, and Experience may correct this Opi- 
nion, and being diſabus'd I may be more kind, 
tho* equally honeſt. Farewell; I am afraid 
Hlalima overhears us; ſhe has a Smattering of 
our Tongue, at leaſt of the mix'd Language 
which is us'd here, by which we all underſtand 

one another, | 
You fay very right, Madam, anſwer'd Ki- 
cardo, and I return you infinite Thanks for thus 
undeceiving me; which I eſteem as no leſs a 
_ Favour than your permitting me to fee you. 
Perhaps Experience, as you ſay, may convince 
you how plain and humble my Temper is, eſ- 
pecialy towards your ſelf; and if you had not 
put my Behaviour under theſe Regulations, it 
wou'd have been ſo decent and relpeQful, that 
you cou'd not have wiſh'd it better. As to ma- 
naging the Cady, be under no Concern ; and ſo 
likewiſe concerning Hama; and know, — 
m, 


The L IB ENHAL LOVEX. 275 


dam, that ſince I have ſeen you, a Hope is ari- 
en in me, which aſſures me, we fhall ſoon ob- 
tain the Liberty we deſire. Adieu: Another 
time I willrelate to you the Steps by which For- 
tune brought me into this Condition, after T 
was ſeparated from you, or more truly ſpeaking 
from my ſelf. | 12 
Ax this they parted, and Leoniſa was highly 
ſatisfy'd with the open Behaviour of Ricardo, 
and he was in Tranſports to have heard one 
Word fall from the Mouth of Leoniſa which 
was not ſeyere. | 
H ALTIMA was ſhut up in her Cloſet, beg- 
ing of Mabamet that Leoyiſa might bring her 
back a good Account of the Errand on which 
47 had employ'd her. The Cady d in the 
Jue, quitting Scores with his Wife by offer- 
ing up the ſame Petition for the Succeſs of his 
own Deſires, which depended on the Anſwer 
he anxioufly expected from his Slave, whom he 
had commiſſion'd to talk with Leoniſa, having 
enjoin'd Mabamut to procure him an Opportu- 
nity, tho* Halima her ſelf were in the Houſes 
EO NIS4 inflam'd Halima's irregular Paſ- 
ſion, feeding her with Hope that Mario wou'd 
do whatever ſhe ask d; but that it muſt be two 
nths before he cou'd comply with what he 
defir'd much more than her ſelf, becauſe he 
was performing a Courſe of Prayers and Suppli- 
catious to Heaven for his Liberty. Halima was 
pleas'd with her dear Ricards's Excuſe, and de- 
ſigu'd to procure him his Freedom before the 
Time of his Devotion expir'd, if he wou'd an- 
ſwer her Demands ; ſhe deſir'd Leoniſa therefore 
to preſs him to diſpenſe with the Time, and cut 
ſhort all Delays, and ſhe woy'd ſupply him 
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mw the Sum the Cady requir'd for his Ran- 
ſom. | 8 | 
BEFORE Ricardo reported his Negotiation to 
his Maſter, he conſulted with Mahamat what 
Anſwer to return him; they both agreed to tell 
him, there was no Hope, and to adviſe him to 
ſend her as ſoon as he cou'd to Conſtantinople, 
and that in the Paſſage, either by fair Means, or 
by Force, he might accompliſh his Deſire; and 
that to avoid any bad Conſequences which might 
ariſe with Reſpe& to the Grand Signior, he 
might purchaſe another Slave, and pretending in 
the Voyage that Leoniſa was taken ill, he might 
caſt the other Captive one Night into the Sea, and 
give out it was Leoniſa, the Grand Signior's 
lave, who was dead; all which might be done 
in ſuch a Manner, ſo as not to incur the Sultan's 
Diſpleaſure, and to compaſs his own Deſign; and 
that, to prolong his Happineſs, they might after- 
wards contrive ſome Courſe which ſhou'd be 
moſt convenient. 
Tu wretched old Cady was ſo blind, that 
if they had told him a thouſand other Inconſi- 
ſtences, provided they had only flatter*d his 
Hopes, he wou'd have believ'd them all; much 
more when their whole Scheme ſeem'd to pro- 
miſe him good Succeſs; and ſo it did indeed, if 
the Intention of his two Counſellors had not 
been to make off with the Veſſel, and ſend him 
and his ridiculous Imaginations into the other 
World. 
ANorT EER Difficulty occurr'd to the Cady, 
and in his Opinion the greateſt that cou'd ariſe in 
the Caſe ; which was, that his Wife wou'd ne- 
yer let tim go to Conſtantinople, unleſs ſhe bore 


him Company. But he preſently overcame it, 
| an 
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and ſaid, that inſtead of the Chriſtian they were 
to throw into the Sea for Leoniſa, his own Ha- 
lima wou'd ſerve moſt commodiouſly, for he 
wiſh'd at his Heart to deliver himſelf from her 
I Death. Mahamut and Ricardo embrac'd this 
xpedient with the ſame Readineſs as he in- 
vented it. | 
- T'n1s Reſolution being taken, the Cady ac- 
quainted Halima the ſame Day with his intended 
Voyage to Conſtantinople, in order to carry the 
Chriſtian Slave to the Grand Signior, from 
whoſe Goodneſs he expected to be made chief 
Cady of Cayro, or Conſtantinople it ſelf. Hali- 
ma told him, ſhe lik'd his Propoſal, preſuming 
he wou'd leave Rzcardo behind; but when the 
Cady inform'd her that he was to go with him, 
and Mahamnt likewiſe, ſhe alter'd her Opinion, 


and diſſuaded him from what ſhe had before ap- 


prov'd. In ſhort, ſhe concluded, thatunleſs he 
took her with him, ſhe cou'd in no wiſe agree 
to his going; the Cady conſented, thinking he 
fhou'd ſoon ſhake off that Burden which lay ſo 
heavy on his Shoulders. x 

HAZ AN Baſla was not remiſs in the mean 
time to urge the Cady to give up the Captive to 
him, offering him Mountains of Gold; and ha- 
ving made him a Preſent of Rrcardo gratis 
whoſe Ranſom he valu'd at two thouſand 
Crowns, he puſh'd on this Affair together in- 
to his own Hands with the ſame Zeal, as if he 
had ſuppos'd ſhe wou'd be murder'd before the 
Great Turk had her. All his Gifts and Pre- 
ſents had no other Effect on the Cady, than to 
make him haſten his Departure the more; and 
being preſs'd thus by his own Deſires, and the 
Sollicitations of Haxan, and even of —_— 
—5 who 
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who fed her ſelf-with airy Hopes ; in twenty 
Days he equipp'd a Brigautine of five Banks 
of Rowers, and mann'd it with ſturdy Moors, 
and ſome Greek Chriſtians. He put all his 
Wealth on Board, and Halima left nothing of 
Value behind her in the Houſe, aud delir'd her 
Husband that ſhe might take her Parents with 
her, to ſhew them 1 Her Intenti- 
on was the ſame as Mabamut's, to joyn with 
him and Ricardo to ſeize on the Veſſel in the 
Voyage, (tho' ſhe wou'd not open her Mind to 
them, till ſhe ſaw her ſelf embark' d;) and retire 
to Chriſtendom, and there embracing her firſt 
Religion, to marry Azcardo; for ſhe believ'd 
that the Riches ſhe carry'd with her, and her 

turning Chriſtian, wou'd not fail to induce him 
willingly to accept her for his Wife. 5 
In the mean time Ricardo had another Con- 
ver ſation with Leoniſa, and told her all his Pro- 
ject; and ſheappris'd him of Halima's, which ſhe 
had diſcover'd to her. They enjoin'd each 
other Secreſy, and recommending themſelves to 
the Favour of Heaven, expected the Day of 
their Departure with Impatience: When it came, 
Hazan accompany*'d them to the Sea; ſide, attend- 
ed with all his Troops, and did not leave them 
till they were under Sail, nor take off his Eyes 
from the Veſſel till it was paſs'd out of Sight; 
the Sighs which he breath'd out from his ſorrow- 
ful Breaſt ſeem'd to ſwell the Sails, and puff on 
the Ship with greater Speed which bore away his 
Soul. Bot as Love had long depriv'd him of his 
Reſt, he conſider'd what Meaſures to purſue, 
not to periſh by the Violence of his Paſſion, and 
inſtantly put in Execution what he had project- 
ed with ſerious Conſideration, and fix'd Reſolu- 
| | tion. 
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tion. He fitted out from another Port a Veſſel 
of ſeven Banks of Rowers, (two more than the 
Cady's carry d) and ſhip'd fifty Soldiers on board, 
and all his Friends and Acquaintance, whom he 
had engag'd with large Preſents and Promiſes, 
and order d them to purſue the Cady and ſeize 
his Ship with all his Wealth, and put the whole 
Company in it to the Sword, except Leoniſa the 
Captive, whom he choſe for his own Share of 
the Booty, as a Prize far more valuable than all 
the Lading in the Ship. Heenjoin'd them alſo to 
fink the Brigantine to the Bottom, that nothi 
might be left to be a Token of the Action. The 
Thirſt of Plunder added Wings to their Feet, 
and Courage to their Hearts; tho* they expected 
no great Reſiſtance from the Cady's Crew, be- 
cauſe they went out unarm'd, and under no 
Suſpicion of ſuch an Accident. 
HE Brigantine had made two Days Sail, 
when the Cady, to whom they ſeem'd two 
Ages, was for executing his Deſign out of Hand; 
but his Slaves told him it was proper that Leoni 
Fa ſnhou'd firſt fall fick, to give the better Colour 
to her Death, and that ſhe mult lye ill for ſome 
Days. The haſty old Suiterer diſlik'd this Dila- 
tory Method, and wou'd have had it reported 
that ſhe dy'd ſuddenly, and fo have heay'd Hali- 
ma over-board, and finiſh'd the Affair at once, 
to quench the Flame which by flow Degrees 
conſum'd his Bowels ; but at laſt he yielded to 
their Counſel. | | 
HALIMA in the mean while had unbo- 
ſom'd her Intention to Mabamut and Ricardo, 
who undertook to perform it as they doubled the 
Points of Alexandria, or enter'd the Caſtles of 
Natolia. And the Cady on the other Hand ws 
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ſo eternally urgent with them, to make an End of 
his neceflary Matter, that they promis'd to diſ- 
-patch it the firſt Opportunity ; accordingly after 
they had been at Sea fix Days, he thought the 
Pretence of Leoniſa's Sickneſs had continu'd long 
enough, and inſiſted on their going to Work on 
the Morrow with his Wife, by throwing her 
into the Sea in a Winding Sheet, and giving out 
it was the Chriſtian Captive. . 
THE Morning arriv'd in which Mahamut and 
Ricardo purpos'd to accompliſh their Deſires, or 
to end their Days, when they diſcover'd a Veſ- 
fel which gave them Chaſe with Sails. and Oars. 
They were afraid it was ſome Chriſtian Pirate, 
from whom neither the Chriſtians nor the Moors 
in the Cady's Ship cou'd hope for any Good; 
the Moors expecting to be made Slaves, and the 
Chriſtians, tho' they ſhou'd recover their Liber- 
ty, to be ſtripp'd and rifled. Mabamut and Ki- 
cardo wou'd have been very well contented with 
their own Freedom and Leoniſa's, but they 
dreaded the Inſolence of the Rovers Gang, for 
the Wretches who follow that Courſe of Life, 
of whatever Religion they are or Nation, are 
eruel and abuſive. They made all the Prepara- 
tion to defend themſelves they cou'd, without 
quitting their Oars, and in a few Hours ſpace 
drew within Cannon Shot of the other Veſ- 
ſel; they furl'd their Sails then, and threw down 
their Oars, and handling their Arms waited their 
Enemies coming, tho' the Cady call'd out to 
them not to fear, for it was a Twrkiſh Veſſel, 
and wou'd do them no Harm. He order'd a 
Flag of Peace to be hung out at the Stern im- 
mediately, that it might ſtrike their Eyes, who 
bore down with a blind Fury on his defenceleſs 
Ship, for the Prey. — 


AT 
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Ax the ſame time Mabamut turn'd his Head, 
and ſaw a Galley making towards them. from 
the Welt, which to his ſeeming carry'd twenty 
Seats of Rowers: He told the Cady of it; and 
ſome of the Chriſtians at the Oar ſaid it was a 
Chriſtian Veſſel; all which doubled their com- 
mon Confuſion and Fright ; and not knowing 
what to do, they expected with Terror how Pro- 
vidence wou'd diſpoſe of them. 

TEHI Cady, I believe, in this Diſtreſs wou'd 
have reſign'd all his Hopes of Entertainment, to 
have found himſelf in Nicaſia, ſo great was his 
Conſternation. But the firſt Veſſel, not regard- 
ing the Flag of Peace, nor what they ow'd to 
their own Religion, attack'd the Cady's Ship fo 
fiercely, that they wanted but little of linking it. 
The Cady knew the Crew at firſt ſight, that they 
were the Soldiers of Nzco/za, and imagin'd for 
what they came, and gave himſelf up for a dead 
Man; and if the Soldiers had not been more ea- 
ger to plunder than kill, not a Man wou'd have 
8 with Life. As they were buſy in gutting 
the „ one of the Tur cry'd out TO 
Arms, To Arms, here's a Chriſtian Veſſel go- 
ing to engage us; which was true, for the Ship 
they deſcry'd bore Chriſtian Colours, and fell 
in upon that of Hæzan with the utmoſt Fury; 
but before they began, one of the Crew call'd 
out from the Stern, and ask'd Haxan's Men in 
the Tarkiſh Language, who was their Owner. 


They anſwer'd, Hazan, Baſſa of Cyprus. Why 


then, ſaid the Turk, ſince you are Muſſulmans, 
do ye Plunder this Ship, which we know has the 
Cady of Nicaſia on board? To which they re- 


ply'd, they knew no more than that they were 


order'd to take that Brigantiue, and being the 
—_ Baſla's 
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er dutiful Soldiers they had obey'd his Com- 
mand. | 

THe Captain of the Ship which carry'd Chri- 
ſtian Colours, being ſatisfy'd with the Informa- 
tion which he wanted, bore away from Hazanu's 
Veſſel to that of the Cady, and at the firſt Diſ- 
charge ſlew above ten of the Tarks in her, and 
enter'd it with great Expedition and Courage. 
He had ſcarcely ſet his Foot on board, when the 
Cady knew it was no Chriſtian, but Ali Baſſa, 
who was in love with Leoniſa, who had expeCt- 
ed his coming, with the ſame Deſign as Hazan, 
and to avoid being known had dreſs'd all his 
Crew in Chrittian Habits, that by this Diſguiſe 
his Robbery might be the better conceal'd. 

THE Cady, who was no Stranger to the Aim 
of both theſe Lovers, began to complain loudly 
of the Injury. What is it thou mean'ſt, ſaid he, 
Traitor Ali Baſſa, that being a Muſſulman thy 
ſelf, that is a Tark, thou aſſaulteſt me like a 
Chriſtian? And you, Traitors, Hazan's Soldi- 
ers, what Devil mov'd you to a this ſhameful 
Outrage, as for the ſake of gratifying his laſci - 
vious Appetite, to turn your Arms againſt your 
natural Lord? | 

AT theſe Words they all held their Hands, 
and the two Crews ſtaring about them, know 
each other preſently, for they had all ferv'd un- 
der one Captain, and fought under the ſame 
Enſign. They were confounded with what the 
Cady ſaid, their Scymetars loſt their Edge, and 
their Hearts ſunk within them. Ali alone ſhut 
his Eyes and Ears to the whole, and attackin 
the Cady, gave him ſuch a Cut on the Head, 
that if it had not been for the Folds of his Tur- 


bant he had certainly cleft it aſunder; however 
it 
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it fell'd him down among the Rowers Benches; 

and as he drop'd, O cruel Renegade, Enemy 
of the Prophet, cry'd the Cady, is there none 
who will chaſtiſe thy Barbarity and unparallel'd 
Inſolence? Accurſed Wretch, how haſt thou 
dar'd to uſe thy Weapons againſt the Cady, and 
a Miniſter of Mahomer ? | 

THESE Expreſſions added Force to Force, 
and renew'd the Combat, for Hazan's Soldiers 
hearing them, and being afraid 4/:'s Men ſhou'd 
take the Booty from them, which they look'd 
on as their own, reſolv'd to put all to Hazard. 
One beginning, and the reſt following, they at- 
tack*d Ali's Soldiers with ſuch Nimbleneſs, Rage, 
and Bravery, and play'd their part ſo well, that 
tho? the others were far more in Number, they 
ſoon reduc'd them to a handful; but thoſe who 
remain'd, taking Courage, reveng'd their Com- 
rades, and ſcarcely left four of Hazan's Men 
alive, and them dangerouſly wounded. 

RICAR DO and Mabamut beheld the Fray, 
popping out their Heads ever and anon at 
the Hatches to ſee how the Combat proceeded ; 
and obſerving that the Tzrks were almoſt all flain, 
and that thoſe who ſurviv'd were ſorely wound- 


ed, and might eaſily be wy er 1 ___ 
inimen 0 ama, 


to Mahamut and two 
whom ſhe had brought with her to help carry off 


the Veſſel, and theſe and her Father, ſuatch- 
ing up the dead Men's Scymetars, * 
1 


out upon Deck, and cry'd out, Liberty! 
berty) and being aſſiſted by the Volunteers, who 
were Greek Chriſtians, they ſoon knock'd all 


the Tarks on the Head, without receiving any 


Wounds, and then boarding Ali's Ship, which 
was without Defence, they took it with all its 
Freight- 
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Freighting. Of thoſe who fell in the ſecond 
Ingagement, Al: Baſſa was one of the firſt, 
whom a Tur ran thro' the Body in Re- 
venge for the Cady. 

 THEy all agreed to Ricardo's Advice, to re- 
move every Thing of Value in their own and 
Hazan's Galley into Al's, which was a larger 
Ship, and better built for Burden and Sailing, 
and the Rowers in it were Chriſtians, who be- 
ing overjoy'd with their Freedom, and the Pre- 
ſents Ricardo diſtributed among them, offer'd to 
carry him to Trepana, or the World's End, if 
there was occaſion. 

MAHAMUT and Ricardo, full of Glad- 
neſs at theirSucceſs, went toHal:ma, and told her, 
that if ſhe choſe to return to Cyprus, they wou'd 
man her own Veſſel with Voluntiers, and give 
her half of the Wealth ſhe had brought out with 
her, and ſend her back. But not having loſt 
her Love to Ricardo in this unexpected Calami- 
ty, ſhe defir'd ſhe might go to Chriſtendom with 
them; at which her Parents were extremely 
pleas'd. 

THE Cady was now come to himſelf, and 
they dreſs'd his Wound as the Time gave them 
Leave, and acquainted him alſo that he ſhou'd 
make his Choice, either to accompany them to 
Chriſtendom, or go back in his own Ship to 
Nicoſia. Since his Fortune, he anſwer'd, had 
reduc'd him to ſuch hard Conditions, he thank'd 
them for the Liberty they gave him; and wou'd 
ſteer his Courſe to Conſtantinople, to complain 
to the Grand Signior of the Injury he had ſuffer'd 
from Hazan and Ali. But when he underſtood 
Halima deſign'd to leave him, and become a 

Chriſtian, he had like to have loſt his | 
. : ; ; Rn 
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In a Word, they equip'd his Veſſel, and pro- 
vided it with all Neceſſaries for the Voyage, and 
Faye him ſome Sequins out of his own Money. 

aving taken Leave of them all with a Reſolu- 
tion to return to Nicaſia, he begg'd that before 
he hoiſted Sail, Leoniſa wou'd embrace him, 
which Favour wou'd be ſufficient to enable him 
to forget all his Misfortunes. They intreated Leo- 
iſa to grant him this Requeſt, which he ſo ear- 
neſtly deſir'd, ſince there was nothing in it in- 
conſiſtent with her Honour. She comply'd ; and 
the Cady pray'd her to lay her Hand on his Head, 
becauſe he was in Hope it wou'd cure him of 
his Wound; in all which Leoniſa gratify'd him 
very tenderly. 

Tr1s being done, and Hazax's Ship bor'd 
thro' and ſunk, there ſprung up a brisk Gale at 
Eaſt, which invited their Sails, andin few Hours 
they loſt Sight of the Cady's Veſſel, who ſtood 
with Tears in his Eyes beholding how the Winds 
bore away his Wealth, his Happineſs, his Wife 
and his Soul together. 


RICARDO and Mahamat ſail'd on with 


Thoughts very different from the Cady's; and 
not caring to touch on any Coaſt, they paſs'd 


thro? the large Gulph in Sight of Alexandria, 


and without ſtriking Sail, or having Occaſion 


to uſe their Oars, reach'd the ſtrong Iſland of 


Corfu, where they took in freſh Water, and 
without ſtopping, doubled the dreaded Rocks, 
and the ſecond Day diſcover'd at a Diſtance Pa- 
chino, the Promontory of the fruitful Tinacria; 
at the Appearance of which, 'and the celebrated 
Iſland of Malta, they flew on amain, as with 
Wings. In ſhort, proceeding thence, four Days 
after they deſcry'd Lawpadoſa, and then the Ifland 


Where 


- 


x 
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where Leoniſa was caſt away; at which ſhe 
trembled every Joint, calling to mind the Dan- 
ger ſhe had known. 

THE next Day they diſcover'd before them 
their own wiſh'd-for and beloved Country, which 
renew'd the Gladneſs of their Hearts; and in- 
ſpir'd them with one of the greateſt Tranſ- 
ports which can be taſted in this Lite, to return 
ſafe and ſound to one's native Country from a 
long Captivity; next to which is the obtaining 
the Victory over one's moſt inveterate Enemies. 

THE found in the Galley a Cheſt full of 
Flags, and Streamers of Silk of various Co- 
lours, with which Ricardo dreſs'd out his Ship. 
Soon after Break of Day, they found them- 
ſelves within a League of the City; and briskly 
plying their Oars, and every now and then 
raiſing Shouts of Joy, they approach'd to the 
Haven, where an infinite Crowd of People ap- 
pear'd in an Inſtant, and ſeeing a Ship ſo gal- 
lantly adorn'd making into the Port, not a Soul 
in the City but ran down full Speed to the Shore. 
Ricardo in the mean time beg*d Leoniſa to dreſs 
her ſelf in the ſame Cloaths as ſhe wore when 
ſhe was brought into the Baſla's Tent, becauſe 
hehad a Mind toput a pleaſant Deception on her 
Parents. She conſented ; and adding Ornament 
to Ornament, Pearls to Pearls, and Charms to 
Charms, which were ſtill multiply'd in the Eyes 
of the tranſported Spectator, ſhe array'd her ſelf 
in ſorichand gay a Manner, as produc'd new Sur- 
priſe and Wonder. Ricardo dreſs'd himſelf alſo 
in aTarkiſþ Habit, and ſo did Mabamut, and all 
the Chriſtians at the Oar, being furniſh'd with 
the Garments of the Tzxrks who were ſlain. 


THEY 
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THEY arriv'd about eight of the Clock in | 
the Morning, which was ſo ſerene and clear, | 
that it ſeem'd to prepare it ſelf on purpoſe to 
view ſo rejoycing a Pomp. 

BEFORE they enter'd the Harbour, Ricardo | 
caus'd the Ordnance of the Galley, which were F 
one large Cannon, and two Falconets, to be dif- 1 
charg'd, and the City anſwer'd them with the ü 
ſame Number. The People were all in an Up- 5 
roar, expecting the Arrival of this noble Veſſel; 2a: 
but when, upon its nearer Approach, they diſ- 
cern'd, by the white Turbants which the Moors 
had on, that it was a Turkiſh Bottom, they were 
frightned, and ſuſpecting ſome Fraud, ran | 
to Arms, and the Militia planted themſelves at | | 
the Port, while the Horſemen patroll'd along 4 
the Coaſt. The Buſtle of this Allarm pleas'd | 
thoſe in the Ship, who leiſurely advancing, 4 
came into the Haven, and dropping their Oats, | bi 
moor'd the Galley, and laid a Plank for Deſcent, | 
and one by one as in a Proceſſion, the whole 1 
Company went a-ſhore, and kiſs'd the Ground | 
ſeveral Times with Tears of Joy, which was an 4 
evident Token they were Chriſtians. At length 9 
Landed Halima's Parents with her two Kinſ- 1 
men, clad in Turbiſi Habits, and the Train was 1 
clos'd by the beautiful Leoniſa under a Veil of | 
Crimſon Taffety, led between Ricardo and Ma- 
hamut; which lovely Sight drew the Eyes of all 
the infinite Multitude on the Strand. As ſoon 
as they ſtep'd on Shote, they threw themſelves 
'proſtrate on the Earth, and kiſs'd it, as the o- 

thers had done. | | 

IN the mean while the Governor came up to j 
them, who very well knew their Fatnilies were 1 

the moſt conſiderable in the City. He was 
| {carcely 
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ſcarcely arriv'd, when he knew Ricardo, and 
ran with open Arms and Signs of the higheſt. 
Gladneſs to embrace him. Wich the Gover- 
nor came Cornelio and his Father, and Leoniſa's 
Parents, and all their Relations, and Rrcardo's, 
who were of the firſt Rank in Trepana. Ricar- 
a4 embrac'd the Governor, and return'd the Sa- 
lutations of the whole Company. He took Cor- 


- welio by the Hand, who as ſoon as he knew him, 


and found he held him faſt, chang'd Colour, 
and began to tremble with Fear, when Kicardo, 
caking Leoniſa allo by the Hand, ſpoke thus; 
I beg the Favour, Gentlemen, before we enter 
the City, and repair to the Church, to return 
Thanks to Heaven for its Goodneſs to us un- 
der our Misfortunes, that I may be heard a few 
Words. At this the Governor anſwer'd, they 
were all ready to hear whatever he had a Mind 
to ſay with Silence and Attention; when the chief 
of the Aſſembly gathering round him, Krcaras 
rais'd his Voice, and thus began. 

You remember undoubtedly the Misfortune 
which befell me ſome Months fince in the Gar- 
den by the Salt-Pits, when Leoniſa was alſo car- 
ry'd away. Nor can you have forgotten how 
zealons I was to procure her Liberty, ſince, 
neglecting my own, I offer'd my whole Eſtate 
tor her Ranſom; and tho? this perhaps may ſeem 
an Inſtance of Liberality, yet I deſerve no 
Praiſe, for it was to purchaſe my Life. As for 
what has ſince happen'd to us both, it requires 
longer Time, a more convenient Seaſon, and a 
Tongue leſs diſorder'd than mine to relate: Let it 
ſuffice at preſent to ſay, that after a Variety of ſur- 
priſing Accidents, and we had deſpair'd a thouſand 
times of retrieving our Calamities; the Compaſ- 

ſion 
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ſion of Heaven, without any Merit of ours, has 


reſtor'd us to our dear Country, crown'd both 
with Joy and Riches: But neither this, nor my 
Liberty, is equal to the Pleaſure I take, in ima- 
gining the Satisfaction this beautiful Enemy of 
mine receives in ſeeing her ſelf free, and behold- 
ing the darling Image of her Soul. Vet Ire 

| joyce in the peneral | | 
my Companions in Miſery. And tho? Misfor- 


tunes and Sufferings are wont to change our 


Tempers, and ſubdue the moſt heroic Mind, 
a has been otherwiſe with this "cruel De- 

royer of my Hopes; for ſhe has ſuſtain'd the' 
Aſſaults of her Diſtreſſes, and my ardent but ho- 
nourable Sollicitations, with incredible Intrepi- 
dity and Courage ; which verifies the Saying, 
that one may change one's Country, but not 
one's Cuſtoms, which are acquir'd by fre- 
quent Practice. From all I have ſaid, I con- 
clude, that I offer'd my whole Eſtate for her 
Ranſom, and gave her my very Soul in my ſin- 
cere Deſires; that I contriv'd the Means of her 
Deliverance, and hazarded my Life for her, 
more than for my ſelf. All which, tho' a more 
grateful Mind wou'd think it of ſome Moment, 


yet all the Requital I ask is only this, which! 


preſume ſhe will not refuſe: Thus ſaying he lift- 
ed up his Hand, and in a reſpeQful and tender 
Manner drew aſide the Vail from before Leo- 
viſa, which was like removing a Cloud, which 
had over-caſt the Luſtre of the Sun; and then 
he proceeded. See here, Coruelio, I deliver to 
thee a Jewel, which you ought to prize beyond. 
every Thing that is of Value; and thus, lovely 


Leoniſa, I deliver thee to him, whom you have 
preſerv'd perpetually in — This, I hope, may 
| be 
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be accounted a Liberality, in Compariſon of 
which, to part with Eſtate, Life, and Honour 
is Nothing. Take her, O fortunate young Man, 
take her, and if thou can'ſt arrive to underſtand 
her Superlative Worth, thou wilt be the hap- 
pieſt Perſon living. With her, I alſo ſurren- 
7 Fer to thee all my Portion of the Booty Hea- 
ven has put into our Hands; which, I beliey 
may amount to above thirty thouſand Crowns. 
All which thou mayſt freely enjoy with Repoſe 
and Pleaſure ; and Heaven * it may be for 
many Years. As for my ſelf, who am wretch- 
ed, ſince I am without Leoniſa, I deſire to con- 
tinue poor; for to him who miſſes of Leoniſa, 
Life is of no Advantage. 

HAvinG ſaid this, he was ſilent as if he had 
loſt his Speech; but recovering a.little-before a- 
ny one had ſpoken, Alas, ſaid he, how Trouble 
diſorders the Underſtanding ! Out of my Zeal 
to do Good, I did not conſider what ] ſaid ; for it 
is impoſſible to be liberal out of that which is not 
one's own. What juriſdiction have I over 
Leoniſa, to give her to another? or how can [ 
offer that which is very far from being mine? 
Leoniſa is his, and ſo much his, that were her 
Parents dead (whom Heaven preſerve) her In- 
Clination wou'd meet with no Reſtraint ; and 
if it cou'd receive any from the Obligations her 
Diſcretion may think her ſelf under to me, I 
cancel them from henceforth, and make them 
void. I retract therefore what I ſaid, and give 
Cornelio Nothing, for it is not in my Power. 
I only confirm the Grant I made to Leoniſa of 
my Eſtate, deſiring no other Recompence, but 
that ſhe eſteem me for my honourable and ſin- 
cere Intentions, and believe I never had any 


View 
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View which was not 1 conſiſtent with 
her great Honour and Merit, and her matchleſs 
Beauty. | 

HERE Ricardo ended; and Leoniſa anſwer'd 
him after this Manner. If you imagine I ſhew'd 
Cornelio any Favour, O Ricardo, while you were 
in Love with me, and full of Jealouſy, imagine 
alſo it was ſtrictly virtuous, and by the Order of 
my Parents, who being deſirous of obtaining 
him for their Son, allow'd me to do it. If you 
are ſatisfy'd with this, you will eaſily be ſatis- 
fy'd with the Proof Experience has given you 
of my Innocence and Modeſty. I mention this, 
Ricardo, to inform you that I have always been 
Miſtreſs of my ſelf, without being ſubject to a- 
ny but my Parents, whom I now humbly in- 
treat, as becomes me, to leave me free to diſ- 
poſe of that which your noble Liberality has 

iven me. Her Parents told her they gave their 

Permiſſion, depending on her Diſcretion to uſe 
it in ſuch a Manner as ſhou'd beſt promote her 
Honour and Advantage. This being granted 
me, purſy'd the fair Leoniſa, I deſire I may not 
be cenſur'd, if I chuſe rather to ſeem bold and' 
forward, than unthankful ; my Mind therefore, 
excellent Ricardo, which has been hitherto re- 
ſerv'd, perplex'd, and doubtful, now declares in 
thy Favour ; that by my Acknowledgmentto thee; 
the World may know all Women are not un- 
grateful. I am thine, Ricardo, and will be thine 
till Death, if ſome better Offer does not in- 
duce thee to refuſe me thy Hand; for my Am- 
bition is to have thee for my Husband. 

RICARDO was in Tranſports at theſe 
Words, and cou'd make no Anſwer; but throw- 
ing himſelf on his 5 kiſs'd het Hands, 


2 which 
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which he held faſt by Force, over and over, 
and bath'd them in a Flood of amorous Tears. 
Cornelio alſo wept for Madneſs, and Leoniſa's 
Parents for Joy, and all the Standers-by for 
| Surpriſe and Wonder. The Biſhop, or Arch- 
biſhop of the City was preſent, and led them to 
the Church with his Benediction and Licence, 
and diſpenſing with the Circumſtance of Time, 
marry'd them immediately. The Rejoycing 
ſpread it ſelf thro' the whole Town, which 
was expreſs'd that Night by innumerable Illumi- 
nations, and the Games and Sports which 
the Relations of Ricardo and Leoniſa preſented 
for ſeveral Days. Mahamat and Halima re- 
nounc'd Mahometiſm, and were reconcil'd to 
the Church; and Halima ſeeing it impoſſible 
to ſucceed in her Deſign of marrying Kicardo, 
was content to take up with Mabamut: And 
Ricardo generouſly beſtow'd on her Parents 
and Kinſmen a ſufficient Livelyhood, out of 
the Spoils they had acquir'd. In a Word, 
Hey were all well pleas'd and happy; and Ki- 
cardo's Fame, flying beyond the — of 
Sicily, was diffus'd over Italy, and ſeveral o- 
ther Parts, under the Name of The: LIBE. 
RAL LOVER, and is ſtill continu'd by the 
many flouriſhing - Children he had by Leoniſa, 
who was an admirable Pattern of Prudence, 
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Tux Knight had perform'd his Caravans, and 
knew a little what the en was. Nevertheleſs as 
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he had never had a Veſſel to himfelf till this 
Time, he was overjoy'd at his Arrival, tomeet 
with Gourdan who was an old Corſaire, and to 
whom he propos'd a Partnerfhip both of Arms 
and Honour. Gourdan, altho* it was not his 
Practice to admit of a Second in a War, where 
- he was not willing to ſhare with any Body either 
in the Profit, or Glory of the Conqueſt, would 
not however refuſe the Offer of our Knight, 
who was as hopefal a young Gentleman as the 
Cauſe of Religion had ever had. An Agree- 
ment was thereupon concluded between them; 
and they ſet Sail from Malza on the fifteenth of 
May, in order to cruiſe upon the Coaſt of Tanis, 
from whence the old Corſatre had been inform'd 
that three Ships with Pilgrims on board were 
to {et out in order to go to Mecca. The Wind 
was fair for *em; and in three Days they came 
within Sight of that Kingdom: On the fourth, 
Gow day's Veſſel, which kept nearer the Coaſt 
than that of the Kinght, deſcry*d ſome Sail. He 
fir'd a Broadfide, which was the Signal to warn 
his Companion to come and join him. 
THESE happen'd to be the very Ships they 
were in queſt of, and which, bearing down up- 
on Gourdan, attack'd him with a great deal of 
Vigour and Fury, looking on him as their cer- 
tain Prize, as they did of that of the Knight, 
which they ſaw was haſt'ning to his Aſſiſtance. 
But the Corſaires of Malta are not to be taken 
at that Rate, they being accuſtom'd rather to 
die than yield, and to fight to the very laſt Gaſp. 
Theſe Jam ſpeaking of knew not what it was 
to fear; the one thro' the Ing APE» 
he had gain'd of overcoming his Enemies eve- 


ry where; and the other (notwithſtanding he 
was 
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"was very young) by an unparallel'd Valour, 
-which ſupply'd the Deficiency of a greater Ex- 


perience in the Feats of Arms. 


I ſhall not inlarge upon the Particulars of this 
Engagement. It was ſharp and bloody: The 
Turks had four times as many Men as the Chri- 
ſtians, and each of their Ships at leaſt as ſtrong as 
theirs. | 
6 OUR DA N, who till the Knight had joyn'd 
him, had only kept within Musket Shot of the 
Enemy, no ſooner ſaw him in a Capacity to 
ſupport him, than he reſolv'd to ſhew him at 
what Rate he had purchas'd the Glory he had 
acquir'd in the Levant. He pierc'd into the very 
Middle of the Txrks, doing terrible Executi- 
on with his ſmall Shot, Cannon and Granadoes, 
which play'd ſo furiouſly from both Sides of 
his Ship, that it ſeem'd to be all on Fire. The 
Knight, who did not want an Example to ani- 
mate him to do his Duty, raviſh'd with the 
Thoughts of having for Witneſs of his Actions 
ſo famous a Man as Gourdan, follow'd him 
cloſe, and ſupported. him io well, that the Bar- 
barians, who till then had thought the Victory 
certain on their Side, began now to doubt of it. 
Their firſt Heat ſeem'd to abate; they kept at a 
greater Diſtance, and did not dare to approach 
the Chriſtians; which the Knight no ſooner per- 
ceiv'd, than being willing to make his Adyan- 
tage of that Beginning of a Victory, by which he 
plainly ſaw the Courage of his Men effectually 
mcreas'd, he gave 'em Orders to grapple with 
the ſtrongeſt of the Enemy's Ships. He was. 
immediately obey'd, and was the firſt that flung 
bimſelt into it, being follow'd by a Company of 
Volunteers, and ſome brave Soldiers, who after 


Os his 


» 
* 


298 The BEAUTIFUL Turk. 


his Example behay'd themſelves like Heroes: For 
almoſt at the very firſt Grapple a handful of 
Men were ſeen to cover the Deck with the Bo- 
dies of the Barbarians. 
THE Knight appear'd to be ſomething more 
than Man: He ſeem'd to be in ten or twelve 
Places at one and the ſame Time, ſo active and 
ready he was to ſuccour the one and the other, 
when they ſtood in need of it. In ſhorf, 
theſe two illuſtrious Captains, after ſix or ſeven 
Hours ſharp Engagement, (during which Time it 
is caſie to believe they met with many Oppor- 
tunities to ſignalize themſelves, the Veſlels 
lying almoſt all the Time Side by Side) 
funk one of the Enemies, and ſet up the 
Standard of Malta in the other two. Gour- 
dan, who till then was ſo full of himſelf, as not 
to believe there was a Man upon the Sea equal 
to him, was in great Apprehenſion, after what 
he had ſeen, leſt the Reputation of this young 
Hero ſhou'd out-ſhine his own, and one Day 
eclipſe the Glory he had acquir'd ever ſince he 
firſt commanded on the Sea. He had ſeen him 
more than once enter the Ships of theſe Barba- 
rians, make all truckle before him that dar'd to 
reſiſt; ſcatter, break thro', and cut to Pieces 
every Mortal that ſtood in his Way to compleat 
Victory. In fine, he was ſenſible that to him 
almoſt all the Honour of the Fight was due. As 
his Sentiments were none of the juſteſt, he 
cou'd not forbear being jealous of him; and 
this Jealouſy hinder'd him from reliſhing ſo per- 
fectly as he ought the Joy of being Conque- 
ror. | 
THe Knight had been wounded with a Za- 
gaye, His Wound was grievous, but not one: 
| * 5 ons 


The BrAUTIFUL Turk. 299 


tal; and he found himſelfoblig'd to keep his Bed 
for ſome Days. Gexrdax was no ſooner in- 
form'd thereof, than he pay'd him a Viſit, to 
Expreſs to him as well as hecould the Concern 
he had for the Accident, adding to the Compli- 
ment all the Commendations and Praiſe ſuch a 
Man as he, who was jealous of the Knight's 
Glory, was capable of giving. But this youn 
ero, who was as modeſt as brave, declin' 

em all very handſomly, attributing to him the 
whole Succeſs of the Action. He only did Ju- 
ſtice to ſome of his People, who had diſtinguiſh'd 
themſelves moſt, without making the leaſt Men- 
tion of what he had done himſelf. It was re- 
ſolv'd between 'em to return to Malta, as well 
to refit, as to ſell their Prizes : But as upon the 
Sea the Winds are Maſters of our Reſolutions, 
a Calm which befel them the Day following 
oppos'd their Defign for three Weeks together, 
and-made a very tedious Voyage of that which 
with another Wind they wou'd have eaſily per- 
 form'd in three Days. 77 

TAE Knight's Wound did not confine him 
long to his Bed; wherefore ſo ſoon as he found 
himſelf ſtrong enough to walk about, a Fancy 
came in his Head to go fee the Prizes along 
with CEourdau, who was come that Day to make 
him a Vifit. He found 'em both to be conſide - 
rable, for the Number of Perſons that were on 
board, as well Tarks, as Moors of both Sexes, 
which is a Merchandize that in a Chriſtian Coun» 
try goes off well enongh. 

AT their Return Gourdan's Lieutenant, who 
was a Friend to the Knight, and but little pleas'd 
with his Captain, ſtay'd behind with the former; 
and as they were talking of theſe Prizes, he told 


him, 
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him, that he not had ſeen what was moſt valuable 
amongſt em. It was a Turkiſg Woman, who 
was ſaid to be a Perſon of Conſideration, and 
withal one of the moſt beautiful Women that 
ever had been ſeen. The Knight was very much 
ſurpris'd that Captain Gourdan had taken no No- 
tice of her to him, and judg'd very well that it 
Was a Trick of an old crafty Corſaire. This 
Procedure nevertheleſs was as far from pleaſing 
him, as it was from being juſt and honoura- 
ble; but the Lieutenant told him, that he ought 
not to make a Wonder of it in a Man who had 
never hardly known what it was to obſerve e- 
ven with his beſt Friends the common Rules of 
Juſtice, any more than thoſe of Honour. He 
then related to him how Gourdan had in the 
Night convey'd this Woman from the Ship, 
wherein ſhe was taken, into his own Veſſel, 
where he had committed her to the Cuſtody of 
a Moor who was an Eunuch, and had been a 
conſiderable Time in his Service; and that he 
was become ſo much in Love with her, and ſo 
zealous withal, that he wou'd not ſuffer any 
Perſon whoever to ſee her. He moreover ad- 
ded, that he had been inform'd by the ſame 
Moor, that this beautiful Slave had ſo great an 
Averfion for him, not only becauſe he was one 
of the uglieſt Men in the World, but alſo be- 
cauſe he had at the very firſt us'd Violence to- 
wards her, and treated her unworthily, that 
ſhe was reſolv'd even to die, rather than to 
yield in the leaſt to his Deſires. The Knight, 
touch'd with Pity (the natural Paſſion of a ge- 
nerons Mind) for the unhappy Captive, who 
moreover was a Lady of extraordinary Beauty, 
and a Perlon of a ſuperivr Rank, — are 

Tron ua- 
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Qualities that always carry with them their on 
Recommendations, form'd immediately a thou- 


ſand Deſigns in Favour of her, and told Gour- 
dans Lieutenant, that he wou'd viſit his Cap- 


tain the next Day, in order to reproach. him 


with the Treaſure he conceal'd from him, hop- 


ing thereby at leaſt to oblige him to ſhew a bet - 
ter Treatment to this unhappy Tart, and to 


ſend her back in the Veſſel in which ſhe had 


———— —äͤ 


been taken. But this was what the Lieutenant 


(who was well acquainted with the Humour of 
the Commander) aſſur'd him he wou'd find a 


great deal of Difficulty to obtain from a Man 
who was both amorous and brutiſh. However 
the Knight did not fail, as he had ſaid, to goand 
Viſit him the next Day. Gourdan receiy'd him 
very well, careſs'd him, and entertain'd him on 
ſeveral Subjects; but took not the leaſt Notice 
of the beautiful Slave. The Knight put him 
two or three Times on purpoſe upon that To- 


ick, yet ſtill to no purpoſe; but at laſt loſing alt 


atience, he ask'd him laughing, and by theway 
of Rallery, if he knew what was become of a 


moſt beautiful 7xrk, who, as he had been told, 
was in the Grand Prize; ſeeming to be much 


ſurpris'd that he had not ſeen her in the Inſpecti- 


on they had made together, and more {till that 


he himſelf had made no mention to: him of her. 


The amorous Corſaire, who was the haughtieſt 


and moſt paffionate Man in the World, which 


Qualities do not agree very well with Love, 
took as an Infult what the Knight ſaid to him. 


He chang'd his Countenance, and without look- 
ing him in the Face, anſwer'd him abruptly, 


that he knew not of what Woman he ſpoke; 
that they had ſeen enow in the Prizes; that 
i . | it 
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it was true, he had one in his Veſſel; who had 
not more Deaury than the reſt, however if that 
7 him any Uneaſineſs, there were enow 
left for him, and that he might go and pleaſe 
himſelf. The Knight, who was very little ſa- 
tisfy'd with this Anſwer, reply'd very gravely, 
that he look'd upon every thing in thoſe two 
Veſſels to be ſo ſacred, by the Laws of Partner- 
ſhip into which they had enter'd, that he did 
not believe, that either of the two had a Right 
to take any Thing whatever out of them with- 
out the Conſent of the other, till ſuch Time as 
they came to a Partition. Gourdan, who was 
the leaſt reaſonable of all Mankind, knew not 
what Anſwer to make, but quitting him with- 
out. a Reply, took a Turn upon the Quarter- 
Deck, leaving the Knight behind in his Cabbin 
to arm himſelf with all his natural Mildneſs a- 
painſt the Reſentment which this brutiſh Fel- 
ow's rough Uſage began to awaken in his 
Soul. In the End, he reiolv'd to try whether he 
cou'd not by mere dint of Civility bring him to 
Reaſon. He therefore follow'd him, and em- 
bracing him with an Air of Tenderneſs capable 
of working on the moſt brutiſh Minds, I have 
no Deſign, ſaid he to him, to diſpute this beauti- 
ful Slave with you, ſince you are already poſ- 
ſeſs'd of her; it is a Merchandize with which I 
wou'd not willingly clog my ſelf; but I hope 
you won't refuſe me at leaſt the Pleaſure of ſee · 
ing her. The old Tar was here more deaf than 
ever: TheRequeſthad in it ſomething too nice, 
and he was not willing to expoſe to the Eyes of fo 

handſome a young Gentleman all that he held 
moſt dear in the World; ſo that keeping on his 
Pace, he gave the young Sportiman to _— 
: and, 
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ſtand, that the Game was not for him. This 
odd Behaviour put the Knight into a Doubt, whe- 
ther he ought to reſent it, or rather make a Jeſt of 
it. Lou are, ſaid he, looking at him with a 
Countenance which had more of Pity in it than 
of Anger, the moſt unjuſt Man in the World. 
Few Perſons in my Caſe wou'd be contented 
with what I ask of you, and you refuſe meeven 
that: Well, Sir, liveafter your own way; keep 
your Slaye, and make much of her. Perhaps 
one Day you may be weary of her, and then i 
may be permitted to ſee her. Having ſaid-theſe 
2 he left him, and retired to his own 

hip. b 
A few Days after he ſent him Word, that pur- 
ſuant to his Advice and Example, he was going 
on board the Prizes to make Choice of a Wo- 
man to bear him Company likewiſe: But in rea- 
lity it was to be inform'd by ſome one amo 
them, who that Perſon was that the old Thi 
had thus ſtow'd up in his Veſſel; and it luckily 
fell out that he addreſs'd himſelf to one who had 


ſerv'd her a long Time. Taking her therefore 


along with him, he ſhew'd. her more Civility 
than a Woman in her preſent Circumſtances 
cou'd reaſonably have expected. He made her 
fit down at Table with him, and treated her af- 
ter ſach a Manner, that the poor Slave was in 
#me Confufion. She was neither young nor 
beautiful, and cou'd not attribute ſo much Fa- 
vour to any thing but the mere Generofity of 
the young Captain, whoſe handſome Mien an- 
ſwer'd ſufficiently for the Sincerity of his Acti- 


ons. He put her inſenſibly on the Hiftory of 


her Miſtreſs, for ſo ſhe prov'd to be; and as the. 


did not want Wit, ſhe was capable of nutri n 
the 
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the Knight's Curioſity. She inform'd him, that 
her Miſtreſs was a Woman whom the King of 
Tamaran had lov'd paſſionately, and who out of 
ſome Scruple of Conſcience was going in Pilgri- 
mage to Mecca. The Knight, who knew that 
Perſons of that Quality had uſually weighty © 
Reaſons to oblige them to thoſe Exceſles of 
Devotion, ask'd her ſmiling, whether ſhe had 
learn'd the true Motive of ſo extraordinary a 
Piety; and ſeeing her in the Humour to conceal 
nothing from him, he defir'd her to relate to him 
the whole Hiſtory of her Miſtreſs's Adventures, 
not doubting but in the Devotion of a Woman 
of that Character there wou'd be found ſome- 
thing very agreeable. Raxzre (for ſo was this 
Slave call'd) was fo well ſatisfy'd with the 
Knight, that ſhe wou'd readily have gratify'd 
him in Things more difficult than what he re- 
ueſted of her, ſo that without waiting for any 
— Intreaty, ſhe began her Narrative after 
this manner. ; 
 TAMARAN, ſays ſhe, is at preſent aKing- 
dom, where Love reigns more abſolutely than 
ever he did either in Cyprus, or Granada. Gal- 
lantry is there become ſo familiar, that it is al- 
molt as natural to be a Gallant, as to be born. 
*Tis telling you all ina Word, to let you know 
that from thoſe of fifteen, to thoſe of ſixty, from 
the greateſt Man in the Kingdom, down to the 
wel inconſiderable Shepherd, every one enjoys 
his natural Freedom. I can't tell whether this 
proceeds from the Nature of the Climate, or 
from our Conſtitutions ; I rather believe it a- 
riſes from the Influence of Example: Subjects, 
like Kingdoms, are ſuch as their Princes make 
em; and he of Tamaran being one of the Princes 
in 


* 


in the World the moſt addicted to Gallantry, 
it is no Wonder if the ſame Humour prevails 
throughout all his Dominions. But to come to 
the Point before us, you muſt know that this 
King, from the Moment he was advanc'd tothe 
Throne, became paſſionately in Love with my 


Miſtreſs. Haztige (for that is her Name) is one 
of the moſt beautiful Women that the Eyes of 


Man ever beheld. She is the Daughter of a Ja- 
niſary, and was marry'd to a Man of Merit, who 
had Eſtate enough to- make her happy, if the 
Quality of Miſtreſs to a King had. not been pre- 
ferable, in the Eyes of her Ambition, to the Fe- 
licity of a private Fortune. In ſhort, the good Man 
vas forc'd to comfort himſelf with the Honour the 
King had a Mind to do him, who added to the 
Title he gave him an Employment out of the 
Kingdom, for. which he was not much oblig'd 


to him, and. which he wou'd willingly have: 


declin'd. 


Mx Miſtreſs, er beautiful as ſhe is, 


knew how to make the moſt of her Market, an 

to put the higheſt Value upon a Conqueſt of that 
Importance. It is true, ſhe was never reckon'd 
to have a great deal of Wit : But then ſhehad a 


certain Dexterity peculiar to our Sex, which. 


more than ſupplies her Deficiency of Wit, and 


which, with fome engaging Ways: ſhe knows. 


how to make uſe of, render'd her ſo amiable to 


the Monarch, that no Prince ever lov'd ſo much. 


as he did. He cou'd not-live without her. All 


his Thoughts center'd in her: Inſomuch that 


ſhe drew from him all the Advantages which a 
Woman who knows the World, and how to 
8 her own Ends, was capable of procuring. 

was ſhe in ſome Meaſure who ne the 
| Ange 
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Kingdom, and to whom every Body made their 


; and whoever wanted either Favours or 
Rewards, were to apply themſelves to Hartig; 
nothing was granted without her Approbation. 
She was the Canal thr which all the King's 
Bounties flow'd. This has been ſeen in other 
Times, and may ſtill be ſeen at this Day, but 
not after the ſame Manner; for one may ſay, 
without exaggerating too much, that the King 
of Tamaranavbdicated his Crown, to put it on the 
Head of Hattige. From the very firſt Day he ſaw 

her, he lov'd her even to Deſperation. Now 
as it always happens that great Elevations raiſe 
many Enemies, and create infinite Jealouſies, 
few of the great Men at Court had any Kindneſs 
for my Miſtreſs. But of all her Oppoſers, the 
moſt confiderable as well as the moſt dangerous 
was Oſmen, firſt Aga, and the King's Favou- 
rite. 

Ir is very rare that two Perſons of that kind, 
a Favourite, and a Miſtrefs, remain long in 
Friendſhip together; becauſe each of em covet- 
Ing to have the Aſcendant over the Heart of 
their Maſter, and govern his Will, they uſually 
ſtrive to ruin each other: There are ſome indeed 
vrhoſe Malignancy is govern'd by Policy; but 
thoſe of whom I ſpeak, attack' d one another o- 
penly, by an innate Pride which ſought to diſ- 
play and make publick the Advantage they had 
each over the other. The King, Who was a pru- 
dent Man, and of an eaſy, quiet Temper, did 
not ſuffer himſelf to be led away by either Par- 
ty; he did not believe any Report the one made 
to the Diſadvantage of the other, till at laſt 0/- 
man, Who had already rais'd ſeveral Batteries to 
no purpoſe againſt his Rival, took a Fancy 2 
nets. _ 


* 
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make Tryal of the Mind of the Monarch on the 
Point of Jealouſy, which is the and moſt 
dangerous Rock of the moſt. paſſionate Lovers. 
He therefore made it his Buſineſs to pry narrow- 
1y into Haztige”s Conduct, to try if from thence 
he cou'd raiſe any ſure Foundation to begin 
upon; knowing very well that his Maſter,capti- 
vated as he was with the Charms of my Miſtreſs, 
was not eaſily to be undeceivꝰd; and that ſne, who 
was Deceit and Cunning it felf, wou'd eaſily 
find Means to clear her ſelf, if the Crime where» 
with ſhe was to be charg'd was not evident 
and clear to a Demonſtration. 
As my Miſtreſs was a Woman that con'd not 
de inſenſible to the Calls of Nature, and her il- 
luſtrious Lover making his Vifits with lefs Fer- 
vency in the Progreſs than he had done in the 
Beginning of his Amour, as it happens but too 
often even to thoſe who are the moſt fond, it 
was not unlikely but that ſhe might, in Compli- 
ance with the Importunities of her Complexion, 
ſeek out for foreign Supplies. This was atleaſt 
the Thought of the Aga, and by the Sequel 
you will ſee he was not miſtaken. 
Tur Title of Miſtreſs, and Favourite Miſtreſs 
too, (for our Kings have always of all ſorts) 
gives, together with the Power they enjoy, a 
rw Liberty in the Seraglio ; and Hartig taking 
ill more than was allow'd her, liv'd there al- 
moſt like a Sovereign. All was at her Com- 
mand, and no Body dar'd to contradi& her. But 
the Aga, who was ſomewhat more to be fear'd 
than ſhe, was not leſs confider'd there; and Mo- 
ney compaſling all Things, it was not long be- 
fore he had plac'd his Spies there, who promis'd 
to give him a faithful Account of the Actions of 


How 
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How Glorious ſoever it may be for an am- 
bitious Woman to ſee every Day at her Feet 
the Perſon who is above all the reſt, yet Mo- 
narchs are very much miſtaken if they imagine 
they have only to do with faithful Miſtreſſes. 
Love only, invincible Love, is able to fix the 
Heart of a Woman. Ambition, unleſs influenc'd 
| by Love, is a Stranger to Fidelity. Hattige 
| Joy'd the King with a Love common to all 
| Mercenary Miſtreſſes, that is to ſay, ſhe lov'd 

him as much as Sovereign Power cou'd make 
her love a Man who had. plac'd her above the 
| reſt of her Sex. Her Soul was full of that ex- 
teriour Splendor, whilſt her Heart pin'd inward- 
1 an Object to be belov'd for Love it ſelf. 

hen a Woman onee entertains ſuch Re- 
flections as theſe, it is ten to one if ſhe contains 
her (elf long with the narrow Bounds of her 

Duty. It was impoſſible at leaſt for Hattige 

not to ſtray a little from it; and while ſhe was 

ſeeking for ſome one worth her deſcending from 
the high Rank ſhe held, ſhe caſt her Eyes upon 

Rajep, who was Nephew to the King's chief 

Gardiner. | it. „ | 

THIS Rajep was a handſom Man, Young, 
and Vigorous, and had before been the Choice 
of other Women, with whom he had eſtabliſk'd 
ſuch a Reputation, as render'd him the Sex's 

Favourite. Hartig“ had: beheld him twice or 

thrice in the Performance of the Exerciſes ap- 

pointed for the Diverſion of the Ladies of the 

Seraglio; who are permitted to behold them 

from their Windows. Theſe Exerciſes are 

rake Shag by Men, who engage with wild 

Beaſts; and Rajep being mighty well experi- 

enc'd in this kind of War, ney er appear'd: up- 

ivy on 
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on the Place, but he made himſelf admir'd. 
Every Body with Pleaſure applauded him, and 

every Stroke he gave, which always prov'd 
mortal, drew Shouts of Joy from all the Aſ- 
ſembly, and by degrees penetrated into the very 
Heart of my Miſtreſs. It ſometimes happens 
upon theſe Occaſions, that Women are touch'd. 
with the real Merit of the Man, at leaſt it ſo; 
happen'd at this Time. She had a feeling Senſe 
of all theſe Applauſes, and felt in the very bot- 
tom of her Soul, the Honour that was done to 
Rajep. She never came from theſe Shows, but 
ſhe fell into a certain Melancholy, which made 
her very penſive even in the Preſence of the 
King. She could neither eat, nor ſleep. This 
gave ſo much Uneaſineſs to the amorous Prince, 
who examin'd into the minuteſt Things that 
related to the Health or Pleaſure of his Miſtreſs, 1 
that he ſuffer'd more than ſhe did, when he ſa 
her languiſh after this Manner. He could not 
imagine what ſhe ail'd; and he took it ſo much. 
to Heart, that the whole Quiet of his Mind de- 
pended threon. The Evil increas'd on the part 
of the amorous Dame; and this Paſſion at laſt 
gain'd ſuch an Aſcendant in her Soul, that it 
quite chang'd her. The good King redoubled 
his Careſſes, as well as his Officiouſneſs and 
Liberalities, and if it had been poſſible, he would 
likewiſe have redoubled his Love. He intreated her 
continual . if ſne lov'd him, to impart to him the 
Cauſe of her Uneaſineſs; and proteſted to her 


That if her Peace and Happineſs were to be 
purchaſed, tho? at the Price of his Life, he was 
ready without any Heſitation to ſacrifice it to her. 
So noble a Paſſion ought to have reclaim'd the 
Hart of this falſe Woman, if it had been 


poſſible 
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poſſible for her to make any Returns to it. But 
nothing would ſerve her Turn but Rajep ; Ra- 
jep was in her Eyes the moſt charming and 
the moſt accompliſht Perſon in the Word. She 
conſider'd the Royal Bounties as no leſs than 
her due, at leaſt thought them ſufficiently re- 
paid by the exteriour Acknowledgements ſhe re- 
turn'd for them, and that if her Heart did not 
accompany it, ſhe conſider'd that not as her 
Fault, but the King's, who had not known how 

to gain it. 
| Nis is the Fate of the greateſt Monarchs, 
when they lay aſide their Majeſty, and become 
Lovers. Their Condeſcenſion and Familiarity 
render them by Degrees ſo cheap in the Eyes 
of their Miſtreſſes, that at laſt they conſider em 
as other Men. The Amorous Hattige, poſ- 
ſeſs'd with ſo extraordinary a Paſſion, pin'd a- 
ml without knowing what Remedy to apply 
to her Malady. Zara a Greek Slave, who had 
always had a greater Share in her Confidence 
than any one elſe, would fain have penetrated 
mto her Heart, in order to find out the true 
Cauſe of her Grief. She heard her figh con- 
_ nually, and judg'd, like an old and experienc'd 
Woman, that if it was not Love, it did not 
want much of it. She was not over-eager, as 
another leſs skillful wou'd have been, to force 
out her Secret: But conform'd her ſelf fo per- 
fectly well to her manner of living, that ſhe 
neither eat, nor ſlept, but cry'd, ſigh'd, and 
walk'd diſconſolately up and down, juſt as ſhe 
obſerv'd the other to do. My Miſtreſs at laſt, 
after divers Obſervations thereof, ask'd her for 
what Reaſon ſhe afflicted her ſelf after that man- 
ner. Alas! if you knew, Madam, reply'd — 
| | truity 
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truſty Matron, ſighing, if you knew, faid ſhe 
with an Air of 2 Sadneſs, to what Dan- 

you expoſe your ſelf But, added ſhe as 
way of Reflection, this is what I ought not 
to tell you, fince you have ſo little Confidence 
in me. Thou art in the wrong to complain of 
that, reply'd Hazzrgd (milling, for thou know'lt 
very well, that no Body ever penettated ſo far 
as thou haſt done into the Secrets of my Heart. 
True Madam, ſaid the old Woman, till of late, dut 
that perhaps was, becauſe you had nothing in your 
Heart that was worth making a Secret of. But 
at preſent it may be proper to make Tryal of 
my Fidelity, and give me an Opportunity of 
ſerving you, either with my Advice, or Ad- 
dreſs; you keep your Thoughts to your ſelf, 
as if you had not Zara with you; Zara, who 
loves you, if ſhe may take the freedom to ſay 
ſo, more than her Life, and would make no Dift- 
culty to expoſe herſelf to any Danger for your 
Sake. For in ſhort, what is it ails yon, what 
can you defire, wherein I may not be of Uſe to 
you? And why therefore will you not con- 
fide in me?----Thou ſpeak'ſt, ſaid the Lady in- 

terrupting her, as if thou cou'dſt read in my 
Heart what paſſes there. And do you think 
that a hard Matter to be done, notwithſtanding 
all your Endeavours to conceal it? I only won- 
der the King has not already diſcover'd it; and 
I even tremble when I hear you ſigh in his 
Preſence: For after all, what is it you can want 
to compleat you Happineſs ; unleſs it be that 
he loves you too well, and that you don't love 
him? there is nothing in the World you can de- 
fire, that you are not poſleſs'd of already. I fpeak 
fincerely, Madam; I dread leaſt your Melan- 


choly 
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choly at laſt ſhould give him ſome Suſpicion, 
and what then think 708 may be. the Event. 


This is the Occafion of the Uneaſineſs you ob- 
ſerve in me. Thou art in the Right, my poor 
Zara, reply'd Hattige lighing, who ſeem'd to 
be touch'd with the Affection of ſo faithful a 
Slave; and if I thought thee ſo ſincere, as that 
I might with Safety diſcloſe my very Squl to 
thee, I can eaſily believe thou wou'dſt help me 
to regulate the preſent unruly: Motions of my 
Heart. If you queſtion my Fidelity, reply'd- 
Zara, be {till ſilent, and do not oblige me a- 


gainſt my Will to keep a Secret; and yet know, 


continu'd ſhe, that from my firſt Admiſſion into 
the Seraglio, forty Years ago, I have always 


paſs'd for a Pattern of Diſcretion. I have ſery'd 


all the Intriguing Ladies in it; and I could tell 
you fine Palla es, if we were at preſent at Lei- 
ſure for that Purpoſe. In a Word, Madam, 
I know very well that I am what you want: 
Make uſe of me therefore I ſay once again, and 
as ſoon as poſlible; for it is a downright Tor- 


ment to me to ſee you in this languifhing Con- 
dition. My Miſtreſs, who had already a good 


Opinion of Zara, and who was fully Jfatisfy'd 
ſhe was abſolutely neceſſary to her, ſoon came 
to a Reſolution to conceal nothing from her. 
But the better to ſave her Modeſty, ſhe diſ- 


clos'd herſelf in this Manner. 


 THrowv know'lt, ſaid ſhe, that I had a Brother 
who lov'd me exceedingly, and was with the 
moſt tender Affection belov'd by me from my 
Infancy. My Father, apprehending ſome evil 
Conſequence from ſo ſtrong an Inclination as 
we had for each other, thought it proper to part 
us, and ſent him to Candia, from whence he 
| | never 


= — A „ | - * * 1 * 1 | 


: : 
t. 


never return'd. It is impoſſible to ſhed more 
Tears than I did upon this cruel Separtit in7 20 
Jam every Day ſtili to ſeek hownre cm 
ſelf for the Loſs of him. But tat oo wig 
preſent Caſe. It is, my dear Zar, contiuu'd 
ſhe, ſighing; That I have fcen a Man 10 very 
like that dear Brother, in Mein, Stature, 
Actions, Features; in fine, ſo much the ver 

He, that I thought I really ſaw him; and 1 had 
without doubt concluded it was he, if I had not 
been inform'd that it was the chief Gardner's 


Nephew----Who, |Rajep? ſaid Zara interrup- 


ting her. Ves, Rajep indeed, reply'd Hatzige; 
thou may'ſt eaſily believe, I could not ſee this 
Man, without feeling my Grief revive, even to 
the piercing of my very 

vexatious; and what I am almoſt aſham'd to 
tell thee, is, that by the Effect of a ſtrange Sym- 


paths the ſame Inclinations I had for that 


rother follow'd the Reſemblance; and the 
Sight of this Man, at the fame Time that it 


drew Tears from my Eyes, forc'd from me 
Sighs which could not come but from the 


Heart. In fine, what wou'dſt thou have me tell 
thee more? I plainly ſee that I am an unhappy 
Woman, and that it is my Fate there to love 
only where it will be criminal to be belov'd. 
AT theſe Words ſome Tears drop'd from 
her Eyes, which the officious Zara endeavour'd 
to ſtop. No, no, purſu'd ſhe, I know there 
is no Other Remedy but Death. To dye for 
Love, Madam, reply'd Zara, is out of Fa- 
ſhion; do not pretend to 4 Virtue that is not of 


this Age. But what wou'dſt thou have me then 


do? Let me firſt know, ſaid the Matron, what it is 


you deſire. Hattige pauſed 12 without doubt 


Vor. III. to 
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oul. But what is moſt 
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choly at laſt ſhould give him ſome Suſpicion, 
and what then think you may be the Event? 
This is the Occafion of the Uneaſineſs you ob- 
ſerve in me. Thou art in the Right, my poor 
Zara, reply'd Hattige ighing, who ſeem'd to 


be touch'd with the Affection of ſo faithful a 
Slave; and if I thought thee fo ſincere, as that 
I might with Safety diſcloſe my very Squl to 
thee, I can eaſily believe thou wou'dſt help me 
to regulate the preſent unruly Motions of my 
Heart. If you queſtion my Fidelity, reply'd 
Zara, be (till ſilent, and do not oblige me a- 
gainſt my Will to keep a Secret; and yet know, 
continu'd ſhe, that from my firſt Admiſſion into 
the Seraglio, forty Years ago, I have always 
paſs'd for a Pattern of Diſcretion. I have ſerv'd 
all the Intriguing Ladies in it; and I could tell 
you fine Paſſages, if we were at preſent at Lei- 
ſare for that Purpoſe. In a Word, Madam, 
I know very well that I am what you want: 
Make uſe of me therefore I ſay once again, and 
as ſoon as poſſible; for it is a downright For- 
ment to me to ſee you in this Janguifhing Con- 
dition. My Miſtreſs, who had already a good 
Opinion of Zara, and who was fully ſatisfy'd 
ſhe was abſolutely neceſſary to her, ſoon came 
to a Reſolution to conceal nothing from her. 
But the better to ſave her Modeſty, ſhe diſ- 
clos'd herſelf in this Manner. | 
T nov know'lſt, ſaid ſhe, that J had a Brother 
who lov'd me exceedingly, and was with the 
moſt tender Affection belov'd by me from my 
Infancy. My Father, apprehending ſome evil 
Conſequence from ſo ſtrong an Inclination as 
we had for each other, thought it proper to part 


us, and ſent him to Candia, from whence he 
never 
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never return'd. It is impoflible to ſhed mor 
Tears than I did upon this crue! Sept Aion ant 
Jam every Day (till to feek how toes 
ſelf for the Loſs of him. Bur thu Ty. 
preſent Caſe. It is, my dear Zara, contiau'd 
the, ſighing; That I have ſcen a Man 1o very 
like that dear Brother, in Mein, Stature, 
Actions, Features; in fine, ſo much the ver 
He, that I thought I really ſaw him; and I had 
without doubt concluded it was he, if I had not 
been inform'd that it was the chief Gardner's 
Nephew---- Who, Rajep? ſaid Zara interrup- 
ting her. Yes, Rajep indeed, reply'd Hattige; 
thou may'lt eaſily believe, I could not ſee this 
Man, without feeling my Grief revive, even to 
the piercing of my very Soul. But what is moſt 
vexatious, and what I am almoſt aſham'd to 
tell thee, is, that by the Effect of a ſtrange Sym- 
athy, the ſame Inclinations I had for that 
eh 6k follow'd the Reſemblance; and the 
Sight of this Man, at the ſame Time that it 
drew Tears from my Eyes, forc'd from me 
Sighs which could not come but from the 
Heart. In fine, what wou'dſt thou have me tell 
thee more? I plainly ſee that I am an unhappy 
Woman, and that it is my Fate there to love 
only where it will be criminal to be belov'd. 
AT theſe Words ſome Tears drop'd from 
her Eyes, which the officious Zara endeavour'd 
to ſtop. No, no, purſu'd ſhe, I know there 
is no Qther Remedy but Death. To dye for 
Love, Madam, reply'd Zara, is out of Fa- 
ſhion; do not pretend to a Virtue that is not of 
this Age. But what wou'd(t thou have me then 
do? Let me firſt know, ſaid the Matron, what it is 


youdeſire. Hattige pauſed a while, without doubt 
Vo L. III. P LO 
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to give her Time to gueſs at her Deſires. 


Would you, purſu'd ſhe, have me procure you 
a Sight of Razep ? wou'd you have me bring him to 
your Apartment? T hat----Ah, my dear Zara, 
cry'd the amorous Dame, embracing her ten- 
derly, how ny doſt thou ſooth thoſe ſoft 
Ideas of my Soul? I ſhall owe thee more than 
Life for ſuch a Service; but I ſhou'd be in too 
great a fear for thee, and had rather dye a thou- 
1land Deaths, than thou ſhou'dſt run the leaſt 
Hazard for my fake. Be under no Apprehenſion 
on that Account, reply'd the Slave: I have a 
long Practice to x Bebo upon. Write me only 
a Note to Rajep, to acquaint him with his good 
Fortune, and leave the reſt to me. My Miſtreſs 
hereupon, to encourage her the more to ſerve her 


well, made her a Preſent of a Gold Chain, al- 


ſuring her, that that was but an Earneſt of the 
Good ſhe intended to do her. Pen, Ink, and 
Paper were brought, and the Lady writ the 
Following Billet to the happy Rajep. 

LOVE, like Fortune, ſometimes favonrs Peo- 
ple when they leaſt think of it. A certain Lad 
deſires to ſee you. It is in a Place ſomewhat at. 
ficult of Acceſs ; but perhaps ſbe may deſerve the 
Pains you will be at for her Sake. Thoſe Things 
which coſt moſt, are commonly moſt eſteem d. 
Prepare therefore to purchaſe the Happineſs which 
73 offer'd you, and to purchaſe it at the Peril of 
your Life. Ii is well known that you don't want 
Courage, and if Fortune is of your ſide, as Love 
7s, you will not be unhappy. _ Cs 

ARA deliver'd this Billet to an Eunuch 
ſhe plac'd the greateſt Confience in. She had 
divers of them for the like Errands, whoſe Fi- 
delity ſhe purchas'd with good Sums of ready 
| | ; Moucy. 
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Money. She therefore took Care to inſtruct 
This ia every Thing he had to do, and above all 
7 4 ſhe recommended Secrecy to him. But 
what Reliance is there on the Faith of People, 
who are always for the higheſt Bidder? Zara's 
Pay was not comparable to that of the Aga; and 
this Eunuch proving to be one of his Penſioners, 
without any Heſitation carry'd him this Billet, 
for which he hop'd to be duly recompenc'd. 
Oſman receiv'd it as the moſt agreeable Preſent 
cou'd be made him, and immediately retir'd 
into his Cloſet, impatient to ſee what it con- 
tain'd 5 he open'd it, knew the Hand, and read 
it ſeveral Times over, with all the Pleaſure an 
Idea of Revenge can afford, when one is in the 
way of being ſter of the Life or Reputa- 
tion ofan Enemy. 

IT was ſome time before he cou'd come to 
a Reſolution what was to be done; to copy the 
Billet only, was doing nothing; it is eaſy to 


diſown what is not written in one's own Hand; 


and to keep it was to ſtop the Courſe of an Af- 
fair, which that it might be of Moment, and 
have its proper Conſequences, ought to go fur- 
ther. In fine, having duly weigh'd every Thing, 
he concluded that the beſt way would be to 
keep the Original by him, after having taken 2 
Copy of it, which he caus'd to be done by 3 
Woman, and then ſent it to Rajep; who 'not 
knowing either the Character, or the Perſon 
that writ to him, cou'd not fail of falling into the 
Snare Which was laid for him. The faithful 
Meſſenger purſu'd his Errand; found Rajep at 
home, andpreſented the Billet to him. The Gal- 
lant, extremely pleas'd, and even proud ofthe Ho- 
nour that was done him, would have been glad to 


P 2 have 


Courſe. T am on a Rac 
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have gone that Moment, to fee what was requir'd 
of him. But his Hour was not yet come. He 
cou'd not imagine who the Lady ſhou'd be, 
that had ſo great a Liking for his Perſon. He 
gueſs'd at a great many. But this Eunuch be- 
long'd to the Seraglio, and in all likelihood the 
'Billet ought to come from thence, and yet he 


* Knew no Body there. He cou'd never have 


imagin'd that Hazrize was the Perſon that was 
touch'd; ſhe being the proudeſt, as well as the 
tineſt Woman in the Kingdom, and withal, the 
King's Favourite. His Curioſity wou'd have 


prompted him to have ask'd the Queſtion of the 


Eunuch, had he not been afraid of marring all 
by being too inquilitive, as it frequently hap- 
pens in the like Conj unctures. He therefore 
contented himſelf with asking him a few Que- 


. ſtions, to fee whether he had any Thing elle to 


ſay to him; and finding by his Replies, that 
the Billet was all he had to hope for that Time, 
he diſmiſs'd him with this Anſwer in Writing. 
NOTIHNG is difficult to me, ben a Lad) i 
an the Caſe. It is the Duty of a Man of Honbur 
zo ſeek to oblige the Sex, and ſo particularly is it 
egreeable to me, that Life it ſelf is of no Wes bt 
in Competition with it. Gueſs, Madam, at my * 
patience. Let me but be inform'd of the Way I am 
to take, and no Obſtacles Pens prevent me in the 
- till I have made the 
Attempt; and if Fortune does as ſhe ought, I 
ſhall ſoon be where Love defires me. 
TE Eunuch did not go from Rajep, with- 
out being well pay'd for the Pains he had taken 
to betray him. He preſented him with a fine 


Diamond, in Acknowledgment whereof this 


honeſt Agent went and carry'd his Billet bo, the 
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Aga, who, raviſh'd to ſee what he coveted ſuc-- 
ceed ſo well, caus'd a Copy to be taken thereof” 
as he had of the other, and ſent it to Hattige. 
TRE Joy of the amorous Lady was fo great 
at the Return of the Eunuch, and eſpecially: 
when ſhe had read KRajep's Anſwer, that the- 

whole Seraglio was ſenſible of it. She em 
brac'd a thouſand Times her dear Zara; and 
there was not, even to the very Eunuch, any 
Body but who partook of her Careſſes, and 
Liberality too. The next Day her Impatience 
prompted her to write another Billet; and the 
fame Eunuch, who had faithfully ſerv'd them 
before, was employ'd in this ſecond Meſlage. 
He carry'd that likewiſe to the Aga, who re- 
ceiv'd it with the ſame Joy he had done the 
firſt; and having open'd it he found tkeſe- 
Words. | 

"ONE need but ſee you, to be perſuaded of 
your Gallantry; and that one runs no Riſque in 
being concern d with you. Make your Advantage 
of the good Opinion you inſpire; do as the Moor 
ſhall direct you, and you will ſoon have Occaſion: 
to return T hanks to Love. 

OSMAN, after he had read this Billet, ask'd the 
Eunuch the Particulars of this laſt Embaſſy, and 
he was inform'd by him, that he carry'd to Ra- 
jep the Articles of a nocturnal Meeting; the 
Hour, and the Manner how ethis Gallant was 
to be introduc'd. He caus'd a Copy to be made 
of this Billet by the ſame Hand that copy'd the 
others; and then let the Moor purſue the Exe- 
cution of his Commiſſion. KRajep, who did 
not expect his good Fortune ſhould travel at ſo 
reat a Rate, took it kindly of his unknown 

auty, that ſhe ſav'd him a great deal of Un- 
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eaſineſs, and return'd an Anſwer conceiy'd in 
the Terms following. 

WHATEVER you may have obſerv'd in me, 
Madam, I have not Vanity enongh to believe I 
have deſerv'd the Favour 2 are pleas'd to do me. 


I owe it intirely to your Bounty; and if I have a- 
ny Thing worthy of it, it is the extreme Paſſion F 
ral for you. Ii is ſuch that it won'd have kilPd 
me, had you delay'd any longer to grant me the 
Heppineſ of ſeeing you. I ſhall punctually obey 
my Orders; and if 1 fail of Succeſs, it all not be 
fur want of Love, but Fortune, which ought to 
be on my ſide, if it favours the moſt Lealons, as 

well as the moſt Couragious. | 
THe Aga was very well pleas'd to have this 
Billet likewife, which he cans'd alſo to be 
copy'd ; and he order'd the Eunuch to come and 
acquaint him, as ſoon as Rajep ſhou'd have en- 
ter'd the Seraglio ; which he did very punctual- 
ly. It was one a Clock in the Morning when 
he came to give him Advice thereof. The 
Hour was a little unſeaſonable to carry it to 
the King; but the Opportunity was too delicate 
to be neglected. The King, much ſurpris'd to 
ſee him enter his Chamber, ſaid, What Oſmar, 
not yet in Bed ? Theſeare Hours fit only for happy 
Lovers. W ho knows, reply'd the Aga, but that 
ſome Love Affair has brought me hither? You 
come too late, ſaid the King; and I have already 
far'd ſo deliciouſly, that I wou'd not riſe to a- 
ny other Banquet. Hear me, continu'd he, 
perceiving O/man had a mighty Deſire to interrupt 
him, and let me relate to you one part of the 
Pleaſure I have enjoy'd this Night, and which 1 
| ſhou'd not reliſh perfectly, if I did not commu- 
nicate it to you. Know then that Hattige, whom, 
| in 
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in ſpite of all the Hatred you bear her, you muſt 
acknowledge to be one of the moſt beautiful 
Women you ever ſaw, has of late been fo 
ſtrangely oppreſs'd with Melancholly, that no- 
thing we cou'd think on has been able to divert 
her. I have ask'd her a thouſand Times with 
the greateſt Importunity the Cauſe of it, but 
cou'd never prevail with her to diſcloſe it tome. 
Inſomuch that I believe the Mortification and 
Grief her Tears had reduc'd me to, began to 
endanger my Life: When to-Day, more charm- 
ing to my Eyes, and more beautiful than ever, 
tho? there appear'd ſtill in her Face a languiſn- 
ing Wanneſs, which ſufficiently. diſcover'd her 
Heart was not at Eaſe ; taking Pity of the 
Condition ſhe faw me in, My Lord, ſaid ſhe, 
embracing me with an extreme Tenderneſs, I 
9 what you ſuffer for my Sake; if my 
own Life was only concern'd, I cou'd dye a 
thouſand Times, before I wou'd diſcloſe to you 
what it is that fo much afflicts me: but fearing 
left your Health,which is much more dear to me, 
ſhou'd be in Danger thereby, I can no longer 
conceal from you the Subject of my Uneatineſs. I 
muſt tell you then, that it has all procceded only 
from a Dream I had ſome time ſince, and which 
left fo ſtrong an Impreſſion on my Mind, that 
al] I cou'd do has not been able to blot out the 
Idea thereof. Here ſhe ſtop'd, being interrupted 
by the Vehemency of her Sighs —— from 
which ſhe cou'd not refrain, till I preſs'd her 
with more Vehemence than ever to .praceed : 
Alas, continu'd ſhe ſighing, ſhall I not my ſelf, 
by relating it, contribute to the Accompliſhment 
of ſo fatal a Prediction. I dreamt, my Lord, that 
I ſaw you in the Arms of Roukia, the Wife of 
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your chief Gardener, without being able ef- 
ther by my Tears or Reproaches to force 
you from them. Will you be ſo falſe, and 

erfidious * Will nothing divert the 'cruet 

troke with which Heaven threatens me? Be 
ſo bountiful as to beſtow Death on me, rather 
than let me live to ſee that fatal Day. Here her 
Grief ſeiz'd her again with greater Force than 
ever, and ſhe almoſt fainted away in my Arms. 
Thou may'ſt believe, dear Oſman, that I ſaid all 
I cou'd think of to bring her to her ſelf, and to 
tortity her againſt the Impreſſions of a Dream, 
Which thou know'ſt has not the leaſt likelihood 
ofa I ruth. I have many Times heard Roxkia 
mention'd in Diſcourſe; but how great ſoever 
the Report of her Beauty has been, and whate- 
ver has been ſaid to me in Commendation of it, 
I never had Curioſity enough to ſee her, becauſe 
I was fully ſatisfy'd with the lovely Aazzzge, for 
whom 1 was always willing to preſerve my elf 
intirely. But to conclude, thou muſt know, 
that I have ſo well ſucceeded with her, by dint 
of paſſionate Vows and Arguments, that at laſt 
I have undeceiv'd her, and cur'd her intirely of 
all thoſe falſe Suſpicions of Per fidiouſneſs which 
ſhe had entertain'd of me: Her former Gayety 
is return'd, and our firſt mutual Tranſports: 
I left her this Night later than ordinary, and in- 
dezd more in Love with her than ever. I am 
but juſt come from her, and to ſpeak the Truth 
I had much ado to leave her. One Minute 
more, was the Word every time ſhe ſaw me up- 
on the Point of going; one Moment drew on 
another, and every laſt Moment was the moſt 
rapturous and tranſporting. I ſhou'd never have 
done, was [I to tell thee all that has paſt ; and thou 
know'lt there are ſome Myſteries in Love which 

| are 
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are not to be reveal'd. But tell me, was ever 
any Woman ſo ſtrongly alarm'd at a Dream? 
How fervent -inuſt her Love be, who has en- 
dur'd ſo much, and ſo long, without daring to un- 
boſom her to meꝰ It is true, my Lord, anſwer'd- 
the Aga with a ſerious Air, what you tell me may 
very well ſurpriſe me, but not perhaps after the 
manner you megane, Give me leave to tell you, 
that a Man for whom I have an extreme Reſpect, 
and even the utmoſt Veneration, happening, like 

ou, to be paſſionately in Love, made me one 

)ay the Confident of ſome Moments of Plea- 
ſure that had paſs'd between him and his Mi- 
ſtreſs; he told me ſhe had feaſted him with what- 
ever the moſt tender and tranſporting Love 
cou'd communicate of ſoft and alluring, and: 
that he did not believe there was in the Ward a 
more happy Lover, nor a more ſincere as well 
as beautiful Miſtreſs. How much wou'd you 
be deceiv'd, ſaid I to him, if all theſe mighty 
Tranſports of Love and Tenderneſs are no bet- 
ter than a Poiſon prepar'd to lull you aſleep, 
' whilſt this ſincere and beautiful Miſtreſs is re- 
velling in the Arms of another? My Lord, con- 
tinu'd the Aga, there was nothing ſo true as. 
what Itold him. T hat Man might, if he had ſo 
pleas'd, have been an Eye-witneſs of what I ſaid. 
I cou'd have ſhewn him his Miſtreſs proſtituting 
her ſelf, to a Man as much beneath him, as 'tis 
poſſible for a Subje& to be below his Sovereign. 
Oſman, Oſman, reply'd the King, you ſhall 
not make me jealous. I will allow, continu'd 
he looking at him with great Attention, that 
what you 1ay may have happen'd : For Women 
are frail and per fidious by Nature: But what is 
all this to my Hattige, I am but too well ſatis- 
of fy'd 
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| fy'd, that her Heart has no Deſires but what cen- 
i ter in me. And yet it is of you, my Lord, ſaid 
the Aga, that I now ſpeak; and ſince I ought to 
let my Sovereign know every Thing that con- 
cerns his Honour, you your ſelf are injur'd in 
the manner I have been juſt deſcribing. Hart- 
rige, the charming Hartig who adores you, and 
| whom you love 1o paſſionately, is betraying you 
b this very Moment. The King quite amaz'd at 
fo bold an Accuſation, fixing his Eyes ſternly 
on the Aga; While your Invectives, Oſinan, ſaid 
he, made free only with the Pride or exceſſive 
Expences of Hatt:ge, I heard them patiently, be- 
cauſe in Reality there was ſomething true in what 
| you charg'd her with; but her Reputation bein 
| here concern'd, in which my own is ſo dw 
| intereſted, I ſhou'd judge you to be very crimi- 
nal, if you attack'd her without being able to 
convict her. The Aga remain'd filent, and ſuf- 
fer'd the King to purſue his Diſcourſe, which 
he did in this manner. It is now near three 
Years fince I firſt became acquainted with Hat- 
zige, in which time * ought to know her bet- 
ter than any one. If there was a Man in this 
Kingdom greater, or but as great as my ſelf, ] 
might perhaps ou ph ve ſome ſuch Thing. I ſay, 
perhaps, becauſe I very much queſtion even then, 
whether ſhe wou'd betray me for another. But 
being proud to that Degree ſhe is, that ſhe ſhou'd 
ever ſtoop to any Thing below my ſelf, is what 
I ſhall never believe, till you make me ſee it with 
my own Eyes. Don't I ſee, added he, how ſhe 
treats every Body, and that ſhe is the moſt am- 
bitious Woman upon the Earth? ”Tis molt cer- 
tain that the loves me; but I am perſuaded ſhe 
| wou'd till love me more, cou'd I any way 
| | at- 
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attain to be greater than I am, becauſe nothing but 
Grandure can fill her haughty Soul. I knew 
very well, my Lord, reply'd the Aga, that be- 
ing prepoſſeſs d as you are, or rather bewitch'd 
with this Woman, whatever I cou'd ſay to you 
wou'd not make the leaſt Impreflion.ypon you. 
Don't believe it, if you pleaſe, becauſe I ſay 
it, but come and behold the Truth of it with 
your own Eyes. And what will you ſhow me, 
cry'd the King quite tranſported, when I tell 
you that I am juſt come from her Apartment, 
and that I have but this Moment left her? Well, 
my Lord, reply'd the Aga, all that you ſay is 
true; but it is no leſs ſo, that if you pleaſe, you 
ſhall find her in her Chamber withanother : 
but give your ſelf the Trouble of Heins thither. 
Ah! I am quite out of Patience, ſaid the incre- 
dulous Prince: But, Oſman, do you know 
to what Degree I ſhall reſent it, if you are 
not able to convict her of the Crime you lay 
to her Charge? I am ſure of what I ſay, re- 
* the Aga without the leaſt Concern, and 
am not at all afraid of your Indignation, 
ſince I am able to make good what Ihaveoffer'd, 
Hereupon the King taking his Turbau and Sa- 
bre with him, went ſtrait to the Seraglio with 
Oſinan, whom he held by the Hand, as if he was 
afraid leſt he ſhould make his Eſcape. It is here, 
ſaid he to him, going in, that the Scene you 
have promis'd is to be tranſacted, but take heed 
that you do not make your ſelf the Cataſtrophe 
of the Tragedy. The Aga reply*d, it was a Mat- 
ter of Fat, which wou'd ſoon be made plain 
and evident. The King, who ſaw him go on 
with ſo reſolute an Air, and with I know not 
7 | | what 
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what Cl eerfulneſs in his Countenance, like that 
of a May who was preparing for ſome great 
Triumph, th0? he did not believe him altogether, 
yet began to fear there might be ſomething in it. 
And what made him (till the more apprehenſive, 
was that he knew Oſmas to be a Man of good 
Senſe, little ſubject to Miſtakes, and one who 
would not raſhly imbark in ſuch an Enterpriſe, 
without knowing very well what he was about; 
ſo that he knew not what to think of it. He 
would not tor 2 — give him ſuch an Ad- 
vantage over his Miſtreſs, eſpecially after the 
Boaſts he had been making of her; ſo that he 
was thinking how to divert the Diſcovery, in 
caſe ſhe was criminal; that is to ſay, from 
the Time they had enter'd the Seraglio, till 
they were at the very Door of Hattige*s Apart- 
ment, where the whole Scene was to be open'd, 
he ſeem'd no longer to know whither he was go- 
ing, nor what he was about. His Guide, (who 
was ſo jealous of his Honour, and impatient 
to let him ſee his own Shame) was fore'd to 
puſh him forward, and to admoniſh him that 
there was no Time to be loſt, if he would be 
trucly convinc'd of the Affront that was done 


him, and that if he loiter*d any longer, the whole 


Seraglio would know of their being there. The 


King did not hear him, or at leaſt made-as if he 


did not. He trifled away the Time in Precau- 
tions which were of no ule, in cauſing ſome 
Gates to be ſhut, for which there was no Occa- 
fion, and yet eou'd not be done without making 
a great Noiſe; in placing Guards, where there 
was no need of any; in calling People, that he 
might be heard; in fine, in making the Aga — 
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mad, who in vain repreſented to him that he 
ought not to ſtop at all, but go directly into Har- 
tiges Apartment. He advanc'd one Step, and 
went back two. In fine, he acted fo- well, that 
the Gallant got the Wind of his being come, 
and had Time enough to make his Eſcape ; inſo- 
much that when they came where the Lady was, 
they found the Bird was flown, and could per- 
ceive no other Marks of the amorous T reache- 
ry, than a Drefs ſomething extraordinary, and 
very different from that the King had left her in, 
which was Evidence enough for any other Lo- 
ver, leſs blinded with his Paſſion than he was. 
The ingenious Haztige ſoon found out Pretexts 
to excuſe thoſe Appearances, which ſeem'd to 
accuſe her of ſome nocturnal Intrigue; and be- 
ing willing to be before-hand on that Subject 
with the Monarch, ſhe told him that ſhe had 
been ſo pleas'd with him that Night, that having 
a Mind to charm him the next Day, more than 
ever, ſhe had made a Try al of ſome new Orna- 
ments, and that he was come the moſt oppor- 
tunely that cou'd be, to ſee the Effect thereof: 
That nevertheleſs ſo unforeſeen a Return and 
ſo extraordinary a Viſit ſarpris'd her a little, and 
that of Neceflity, either the Paſſion he had for 
her muſt have increas'd very much on a ſudden, 
or elſe there muſt be ſome weighty and preſſing 
Reaſons, which ſhe cou'd nor gueſs at, and 
which abated ſomething of the Pleaſure the had 
of ſeeing him a ſecond Time. The King, ſome- 
what perplex'd in his Soul at what he ſaw, made 
her an Anſwer cool enough, as if he was not 
fully ſatisfy'd with this Excuſe, ſhewing in his 
Mein, that he took ſome arm, KY the mag- 
nificent Dreſs he found her in; but yet he did 


not 
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not dare to condemn her, not thinking he had 
a ſufficient Ground ſo to do, Oſnan was all 
this while nettled to the quick for having miſs'd 
the Opportunity through che King's Inſenſibility ; 
he Cate fretting himſelf even to Madneſs in a 
Room adjoyning, and vented his Paſſion in 
Imprecations againſt the Weakneſs of his Ma- 
ſter, and loaded him with all the injurious 
Names he could think of- 

THe good Prince, who could not reſiſt the 
ingaging ways of his bewitching Miſtreſs, quick- 
ly yielded to whatever ſhe pleas'd : But what al- 
molt ſurpaſſes all Belief, is, that he had the 
Weakneſs to acquaint her with the Subject of 
his coming, and all that the Aga had been tel- 
ling him of her. Hereupon the Lady burſt into 
a 1 orrent of Tears, tore her Hair off by Hand- 
fulls, rent her Cloaths and Veils to Pieces, and gave 
way to a thouſand Tranſports aud Indications of 
the utmoſt Deſpair; in ſomuch that the King, to 
appeaſe her, was forc'd to ask her Pardon more 
than once. Oſinan was ignorant of all that had 
paſs'd between them, when he ſaw his Maſter 
enter the Room where he was, deſiring him, 
with Tears in his Eyes, to go, if he lov'd him, 
and make ſome honourable Reparation to the 
innocent Hattigge, The Height of Indignation 
into which this Propoſal had put him, had like 
to have made him forfeit the Reſpe& he ow'd 
him; and ſeeing him ſtill perſiſt with Obſtinacy 
to exact from him ſo unjuſt a Condeſcention, 
and ſo unworthy a Man in his Poſt, he 
produc'd the four Billets, which he had brought 
along with him for his Juftification upon Neceſ- 


' ſity, and which were convincing Proofs of what 


he had advanc'd; and ſhewing them to W 9 1 
| jeity. 


The BRBAUTITUL Turk, 327 


jeſty, he as'd him, if he knew Hartigé's Hand. 
his done, he defir'd leave to retire; which the 
King readily granted him, more out of the Shame 
he had of not knowing what Anſwer to make 
him, than for any other Reaſon he had to get 
rid of him. Into what Aſtoniſhment did theſe 
Billets caſt the poor Monarch! He walk'd up 
and down the Room by himſelf, and ſuffer'd 

ſtrange Agonies in his Heart. 
y Miſtreſs, ſurpris'd that the King was ſo 
long a coming, was afraid leſt the Aga ſhou'd 
ſpoil all again, and therefore reſolv'd to go her 
ſelf and ſee what was the matter. She found 
him in a deep Study; and drawing near him, ſhe 
embraced him with that alluring Air wherewith 
fhe charm'd him whenever ſhe pleas d. What 
more has happen'd, ſaid ſhe, that you treat me 
with ſo much Cruelty? Is it not ſomenew Con- 
trivance of the Aga? His Malice has no Bounds. 
Oh Heaven! How unhappy am I, continued 
ſhe, bathing his Face with her Tears, to ſee you 
ſo eaſily prevail'd upon, as to credit the moſt 
horrible Calumnies that Wretch can devife? At 
theſe Words ſhe let her ſelf fall into his Arms, 
as half dead, and ſo ſoften'd the Heart of the 
deluded Monarch, by her languiſhing Action, 
that he cou'd not forbear being ſurpris'd at it 
himſelf: Embracing her with an unparallel'd 
Tenderneſs, he conducted her to her Bed, 
begging her, with Tears in his Eyes, to recover 
her elf, unleſs ſhe was reſolv'd that he ſhou'd 

die with her. Ea. 

ALL this Exceſs of Tenderneſs was not ca- 
able of giving Comfort to the afflicted Lady. 
he muſt needs know what the Traitor (ſpeak- 
ing of the Aga) had further ſaid againſt her, 
5 proteſt- 


* * * 2 — 2 
©. 3 


328 The BEAUTIFUL Torxk. 


mak ge. that ſhe wou'd never ceaſe from her 
ears, till he had declar'dall to her, and ſhe had 
juſtify'd her ſelf from all the villainous Calum- 
nies he had contriv'd to ruin her. The exceſ- 
fively-good-natur'd Prigce had ſome Reluctancy 
to ſhew her the Billets, diſtruſting without doubt 
her being able to clear her ſelf perfectly. Ne- 
vertheleſs the earneſt. Deſire he had to believe her 
innocent, made him deliver em into her Hands, 
telling her at the ſame Time, that he was cer- 
tain it was a new Impoſture, and that he knevv 
very well, that it was very practicable to coun- 
terfeit Hands to a Nicety. She took theſe Bil- 
lets, and read ſome part of em with terrible 
Exclamations: O Heaven! cry'd ſhe, is it poſ- 
ſible for the Malice of Man to riſe to ſuch a 
Height? Well, my Lord, continu'd ſhe, you 
plainly ſee, that nothing is omitted to make me 
loſe your Favour; but will you ſuffer ſo hei- 
nous a Crime to go unpuniſh'd ? If you don't re- 
venge the Injury that is done to my Innocence, 
I declare to you, that even to-morrow. I will 
cauſe a Maraboug to be made, and bury my ſelf a- 
live therein. It is but too evident, that you have 
not the leaſt Compaſſion for a Woman who has 
forſaken all for you, and ſacrific'd every thing 
to her. Paſſion for you. A Favourite! a profli-- 
gate Wretch,. wiofe Ambition and evil Mind, 
you know, abuſes your Goodneſs; and not 
contented ta make you do whatever he pleaſes, he 
further ſeeks to makeſyou believe of nie the ſtrang- 
eſt and moſt impoſſible Things in the World. 
EVERW Word ſhe utter'd, was interrupted 
with Sobs. The King did all he cou'd to np- 
pro her, but nothing wou'd do til: fhe had his 


| Promiſe that ſhe ſhou'd haye her Revenge. 
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TRE day following the Aga appearing at the 
King's Levge, was receiv'd after an extraordi- 
nary Manner: He made him very ſharp Re- 
proaches, and in the Concluſion baniſh'd him, 
forbidding him to preſent himſelf before him till 
he was ſent for. Oſman cou'd have juſtify'd 
himſelf, if he had thought fit, by producing the 
Moor; but after ſo ſevere and unjuſt a Freat- 
ment, he wou'd not give himſelf that Trouble, 
and ſo retir'd without any Reply. | 

IF this Diſgrace of the chief Favourite was a 
Surpriſe to ſome, itwas a Matter of Triumph 
to many others; my Miſtreſs - eſpecially, ha- 
ving now no dangerous Enemy about the King, 
but only ſuch as fhe even deſpis'd, rely'd o 
much on the Blindneſs of the good Prince, whom 
the had ſo well lulPd a-ſleep, that ſhe thought 
ſhe might give a full Looſe to her amorous In- 
_ clinations. - All her Uneaſineſs was how to 
diſcover, by what means the Aga had got thoſe 
Billets. She had no Reaſon to ſuſpe Aejeps 
beſides that he was a Man of too much Ho- 
nour to be guilty of ſo foul a Treachery, their 
Intereſt therein was too much united, and the 
Point was too nice to admit of any Reaſon to 
doubt of his Fidelity. She rather ſuſpected the 
Eunuch, who had carry'd on the Intrigue. She 
caus'd him therefore to be ſought after by Zara, 
but no Tidings could be had of him ; and his 
Abſence ſufficiently confirm'd her in her Suſpici- 
ons. Hartig therefore recommended to herConfi- 
dent to be more cautious for the future, in the 
Choice of thoſe who were to be employ'd in 
Services of fo nice a Nature. 

HowEkVER the King was too amorous, not 
to be a little jealous. Thoſe Billets ran 11 oy 
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Mind perpetually; and having had the Leiſure 
to examine, by himſelf, all the Circumſtances of 
the Adventures, he was for ſome Days very 
reſtleſs and penſive. At laſt he took up a Reſo- 
lution of being himſelf a Spy upon the Actions 
and Conduct of his Miſtreſs, as the only Means 
to remove from his Thoughts all thoſe cruel 
Diſtruſts which kept him conſtantly on the 
Rack, or elſe by ocular Demonſtration to cure 
him of the Paſſion he had for her; and in order 
thereunto he bethought himſelf of a Stratagem, 
Which perhaps ſacceeded beyond his Wiſhes. 
HE was at Liberty to enter into the Seraglio 

when and at what Hour he pleas'd, thro” pri- 
vate Doors of which he alone had the Keys, as 
well as the ſole Privilege thereof. The Day on 
which he reſolv'd to execute this Deſign, he 
paſs'd almoſt intirely with Haztizge; and his 
Cheerfulneſs, and the Tokens he gave her of his 
Fenderneſs, made this Beauty believe, that he 
was the Man in the World the molt ſatisfy'd, 
and the moſt at Eaſe in Reference to her Fide- 
lity. She had however, that very Day, given an 
Aſſignation to Kajep; and ſhe us'd ſome Vio- 
lence to her ſelf, that ſhe might not, thro' want 
of Preſence of Mind, give the King (who did 
not leave her till it was very late) the leaſt Suſ- 
_ that his Over-Aſſiduity made her un- 

eaſy. 1-0 
THE Prince, at his Departure from Hatrige, 
went into his own Chamber, and put on the Habit 
ofa Bedotine (ſo they call the Moreſgue Women 
of the Mountains, of whom there is commonly 
ood Store in the. Seraglio.) Thus diſguis'd, 
e convey'd himſelf into the Seraglio without 
Noiſe or Retinue, and plac'd himſelf are 
1 Y 
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ly againſt the Door of his Miſtreſs's Apart- 
ment. | X 
AT one End of the ſaid Gallery was a Lamp 
which ill uminated the Place all the Night 
long, and which, by the Diſtance it was at, gave 
but a little Light on that fide where the King was 
ſted. He had been but a few Moments upon 
uty, when he diſcover'd the Enemy, whom 
he did not think it fit to challenge, but rather 
choſe to let them approach nearer. It was Za- 
ra her ſelf, who conducted another Bedonine, 
whom the King, poſſeſs'd with his Suſpicions, 
did not look upon to be a real Woman. And, 
to ſpeak the Truth, the Stature and Gait ſuf- 
ficiently verify'd his Conjectures. Zara came 
to the Door, without taking any Notice of the 
Centinel that was there, and turning to the 
Bedonine ſhe was introducing, ſhe bid her wait a 

little, till ſhe had Orders from her Miſtreſs to lead 
herin. The King had then leiſure to examine this 
Bodoritze from Head to Foot; but ſhe unlucki- 
ly turning towards him, perceiv'd ſomething 
which bore a human Figure. As ſhe was enter'd 
alone into the Enemy's Country, ſhe thought 
it not ſafe to leave any Thing behind her, 
without taking a narrow View of it, and there- 
fore drew nearer, the better to examine what 
it was. Fortune, who commonly favours thoſe 
whom Love expoſes, order'd it fo that one End 
of the Covering, in which the King had wrap'd 
himfelf, became looſe, without his being ſenfi- 
ble of it, and expos'd to the View of the cu- 
rious Bedouiue, one half of a Sabre with Ver- 
milion Plates, which in the little Light there 
was 555 Luſtre enough, to warn her that it 
could not be very ſafe for her to venture there. 
She did not flight the Admonition; and ws. 
er 
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her Meafures thereupon, ſhe gently gain'd the 
End of the Gallery, then the Stair-Caſe by 
which ſhe came, and at laſt the happy Out- 
parts, -blefling her Stars for the Eſcape ſhe had 
made, being fully perſuaded that the Sabre ſhe had 
ſeen threaten'd nothing leſs than Death. 

TRE King, who did not think he had given 
her the leaſt Suſpicion, did not take her Pro- 
cedure for a real Flight. He got up, and wou'd 
needs go ſee what was become of her ; when 
Zara came back, and taking him for her ſhe 
had left at the Door, whiſper'd him ſoftly in 
the Ear, that he might go in, and be ſure to be 
receiv'd with open Arms. The King, well ſa- 
tisfy'd with the Miſtake, ſuffer'd himſelf to be 
conducted by a Way which he knew better than 
any Body. He was no ſooner enter'd Hattige's 
Chamber, than ſhe flung her Arms about his 
Neck, hugging him with all the Eagerneſs of 
an amorous Woman. My dear Rajep, ſaid 
fhe to him, what Joy do I feel to ſee thee, af- 
ter having paſs'd the whole Day with a King, 
with whom the very Moments themſelves are 
Torments; the Tediouſneſs of which thou 
muſt make Amends for, by a thouſand Tranſ- 
ports of Love. This Beginning could not be 
very agreeable to our enamour'd Monarch, but 
he ſuffer'd theſe Careſſes with a Patience wor- 
thy himſelf, and did not ſtir from under his Diſ- 
guiſe. The Lady, who was in more Haſtethan 
he, cou'd not bear the leaſt Delay; and her De- 
fires, which were ſtronger than her Modeſty, put- 
ting her into an enchanting Anger at the Cool- 
neſs of this inſenſible Lover, ſhe made him a 
thouſand Reproaches, and was for ſnatching off 
his Veil, his Coverture, and the reſt of his At- 

tire. 
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tire. Why, Rajep, ſaid ſhe to him, with an a- 
morous Indignation, doſt thou wait till J in- 
treat thee to pull off the Mask? Haſt thou ſo 
little Deſite to ſee me, and to embrace me? and 
the Time which thou purchaſeſt at the Peril of 
thy own Life and mine, is it ſo little valuable to 
thee, that thou can'ſt endure to loſe one fingle 
Moment of it? Zara joyn'd her Efforts to thoſe 
of her Miſtreſs, to undreſs the falſe Bedouine, and 
ſhe was alſo the firſt that perceiv'd their Error, 
and betook her ſelf to her Heels, witha Shriek 
which put Hattigè into a terrible Fright, till at 
length finding her Miſtake ſhe fell into a Swoon, 
which prov'd very ſeaſonable to her; for in the 
firſt Motion of his Rage, the tranſported Mo- 
narch might have offer'd ſome. Violence to her, 
which wou'd have been unworthy of him. But 
now beholding her half dead at his Feet, tho' there 
was as inueh of Art as Reality in her Diſorder, 
all his Fury vaniſh'd, and gave way to a' ten- 
der Compaſſion, which made him ſenſible, even 
againſt his Will, that how ungrateful and falſe 
ſoever ſhe was to him, he could not forbear lo- 
ving her. He call'd the Slaves of the Apart- 
ment, and made them lay her on a Bed. He 
wou'd have upbraided her with her Infidelity, 
but finding it was. impoſſible to look on her 
without feeling his Weakneſs ſtronger than his 
Reſentment, he withdrew. | 
THE Day following he recall'd Oſman, 
and gave him the moſt favourable Reception, 
to repair, in ſome Meaſure, the Injuſtice he 
had done him. He told him, he was but 
too much convinc'd of the ill Conduct of 
Hattige, whom he loaded with all the Injuries 
he could at that Time think of; proteſting be- 
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fore Heav'n, that for the Time to come he 
wou'd treat her like the laſt, as well as worſt 
of Women. The Aga, who was a refin'd 
Courtier, and knew very well what an amo- 
rous Relapſe was, and was otherwiſe ſenſible 
of the Inclination of his Prince, ſaid nothing 
either for or againſt his Reſolution; but only 
beg'd, he would {be perſwaded, that he had 
not in his whole Kingdom a more faithful Sub- 
ject than himſelf, nor more zealous for his Glo- 
ry and Honour: But that it was to be fear'd, 
that if he ſaw this Woman again, he wou'd 
fall into his firſt Enchantment. | 

As for Rajep, an Order was iſſu'd out to 
ſeek after him, and apprehend him. Moharen 
(that was the Name of the great Gardener, 
who had no other Heir than his dear Nephew) 
being inform'd of what had paſs'd in the Sera- 
glio, and of the Order that was publiſh'd againſt 

ajep, run preſently, and flung himſelf at the 
King's Feet, who at firſt repuls'd him; but the 
Friends he had at Court mitigated a little his 
Anger, and prevail'd with the King to change 
the Sentence of Death, which he had already 
paſs'd upon his Nephew, into a perpetual Ba- 
niſhment. 

My Miſtreſs, for the firſt, ſecond and third 
Day after her Diſgrace, did not ſee the King. 
This was a long Time for an amorous Prince, 
who had accuſtom'd himſelf to ſee her almoſt 
every Hour. However ſhe had her Friends, 
who were continually repreſenting to the King, 
the deplorable Condition, to which the Gief ſhe 
had for her Crime had reduc'd her. In fine, 
on the fourth Day, Oſmar's Prophecy was full- 
fill'd. The King, ſoften'd by all theſe — | 
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ful Relations, ſigh'd, was wavering for ſome 
Time, and at laſt yielded to the irreſiſtible In- 
clination of his Heart ; he ſet forward towards 
her Apartment, cloaking, with the Pretext of 
Revenge, the Shame he had for ſo unworthy a 


Return, after the Noiſe he had himſelf made of =” 


the 8 of this Woman. He ſaid, to 
excuſe himſelf, that he only went to take a- 
way the Jewels he had given her, becauſe ſhe 
was not worthy to wear any Thing, that came 
from him. The Aga, who knew him, and ſaw, 
better than any Body, what would be the Con- 
ſequence of this Viſit, was for putting him off 
by a dexterous Wile; he therefore took the La- 
dy's Part, and told him, that it wou'd not be- 
come a generous Heart, like his, to repent of a- 
ny Liberality he had beſtow'd, eſpecially on 
the Ladies; but if he had only a Mind to make 
her afraid of it, as he did not doubt was his De- 
ſign, he thought it wou'd be enough to ſend 
ſome Body to her, without doing her the Ho- 
nour of going himſelf in Perſon. The Counſel 
was good, but not to be reliſh'd by a Lover, 
who eagerly ſought after that, of which the o- 
ther endeavour'd to make him afraid. He there- 
fore reply'd, That he knew what he did, and 
that in ſome ſort of Affairs he took no Body's 
Advice, but follow'd his own Directions. The 
Aga, from that Moment, judg'd that all was 
loſt, and that the King was going to plunge 
himſelf deeper than ever into his firſt Paſſion. 
He ſhrug'd up his Shoulders thereat, and retir'd, 
not being willing to be Witneſs of an Action, 
the Guile whereof he fear'd wou'd be laid at 
his Door, ſhou'd he be preſent thereat. The 


King 


336 The BEAUTIFUL 'Turx. 


King was not concern'd at his Departure, for 
he naturally fear'd him, and perhaps Things 
had taken another Turn, if the Aga had been 
there. He came then to Hartig“ s Apartment, 


where immediately, without ſtaying till ſhe was 


acquainted with his Arrival, or till the Keys 
of the Cloſet where her Jewels lay werebrought 
to him, he caus'd the Door to be broke open; 
He went in; and finding the little Bux where 
they were, open, he ſtood looking at 'em, as 
if he had a Mind to give Time to his perfidious 
Miſtreſs to come and appeaſe his Anger. She 


came indeed, and then he try'd to counterfeit 


the Man of Paſſion. But ſhe preſently flung 


her ſelf at his Feet, with her Hair hanging looſe, 
and quite diſhevell'd, and embrac'd his Knees 
after ſo tender and moving a Manner, that he 


was not able to reſiſt it. He lifted her up, and 


'they-remain'd ſome Time in the Cloſet. The 
Circumſtances of their Reconciliation are not 


to be told; only I know the King did not take 
away her Jewels, but returning to viſit her a- 
bout two Hours after, he made her new Pre- 


Tents. 


In fine, this Reconcilement grew by Degrees 


ſo firm and ſtrohg,. that the amorous Prince 


viſited Hatztige more than ever, and ſeem'd to 


have quite forgot, not only all that he-had ſaid 


of her, but ev'n all that had paſs'd before his 
Eyes. The World ſpoke of it but very little to 
his Advantage, as you may believe. he Aga 


was the only Perſon that ſaid nothing; he ſaw 


there was no Remedy, that the Prince's Malady 
was incurable, and he was reſolv'd not to ruin 
his Fortune, to ſerve him againſt his Will; en- 
tertaining ſome Hopes, that the tf sf 
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Indiſcretion, would one Day prompt her to tuin 


her ſelf itretrievably. 


HATTIGE, who was now in greater Favour 
thanever, eaſily obtain'dZarg's Pardon; aud out 


of a Taſte of Gallantry, of which the King gave 


her but a greater Thirſt, ſhe employ'd afreſh this 


Slave, to find out ſome Perſon who might help 


her to break the Oaths of Fidelity ſne had juſt 
before been taking to the King. 


ON the other fide, the King, who, fince the 


manifeſt Inſidelities Hatrrge had been guilty of 
began to love her leſs, was ſeeking out for 
ſome new Ingagement; and it wel to be Rowe 
kia, according to Hattige's Pre 

comp36'd. his Liberty. I can ſafely ſay, that 


his Inclination was form'd after a very ſurpri- 


ſing Manner, and which perhaps has no Exan- 
ple throughout the whole Empire of Love. 


Ir was about the Declenſion of the Day, | 


when the King, being upon a Terraſs in the 
Garden of the Seraglio, which had a Proſpect 
into that af the great Gardener, ſaw Ro 


thro' ſame Trees in an Attitude you may more 


eaſily gueſs at aban I deforibe. Ihe Beauty and 
delicate Whiteneſs of this charming Womau's 
Skin, ſet off wih the Ray es of che Sun, ſo be- 


witoh'd the Manarch's Eyes, that he fauudhim- 
ſalf utter loſt in Love at the Sight of what 
would hardly have affected any Body elſe. He 
did all he could to ſee more; but the God of 
Love would not permit it, he was reſolv'd to 


leave all the Glory af his:Canguelt to that vi- 


CTorious Part only. 

Tas very net Day a A of Gallan- 
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Terms ſuitable to the Occaſion, and ending, as 


'I remember, in theſe Words: 


THE Moreſque Woman, from whom you will 
receive this Billet, will inform you of what you 
are to do. Adieu. | 4 

Ir is after this manner that our Kings make 


a Declaration of their Love. They never ſigh 


in vain. They have no more to do than to ſay, 


I Love you, and ſuch is my Will: and the Bu- 


ſineſs is done. The Women eſteem it a Duty 
incumbent on them, to obey 'em in the Point of 
Love, as the Men do in Affairs of State. Rou- 
kia full of good Will, as upon that Head are 


all the Women of our Country, did not trouble 


her ſelf, to examine the Circumſtances the King 
mention'd to her in his Letter; but quite rap- 


tur'd with the Honour he did her, ſhe ſent him 


this Anſwer in Writing. g | | 
M Lord, as you are Maſter of our Lives, 
you are likewiſe Maſter of our Hearts, you 


ſhall never find any Thing in me, but what, in Re- 


ference to you, Hall be always full of Reſpect, and 
| — Bur Defires be Laws to — , and 


I Hall never find any Difficulty, in the moſt dif- 
al Things 15 the World, — * they -_ your 


Commands. I ſhall do what the Moreſque Wo- 


man told me. Tou muſt only remember to emplo 
Moharen in ſome Affair or other; every Thing elf, 
will favour your Deſign; andif you love me, as much 
as you ſay you do, you will ſave me ſome part of 
the Torment an amorous Impatience cauſes, when 
one lives in Expectation. Adien, My Lord. 

THe King receiv'd this Anſwer, with all the 
Joy of a Lover, who was to be happy that Day. 
It ſeem'd tedious to him, becauſe he was oblig'd 
to wait till Night to go to the Place he had ap- 
pointed. His Mind was, all the reſt of — 

: 8 ay, 
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Day, fo taken up with his new Paſſion, and the 
Pleaſures hepromis'd himſelf therefrom, that he 
had not the leaſt Thought of ſeelng Hazrige, 
which he ſeldom fail'd to do. He preſently 
prepared a Commiſſion to ſend Mobaren 
out of Town; and Night being come, the King 
repair*d alone and without Noiſe to the Garden 
of the Seraglio, where'the delightful Entertain- 
ment was to paſs ; and at the Hour prefix'd he 
let the beautiful Roxkia'in, by the Means of 2 
Ladder which he had caus'd to be ready there for 
that Purpoſe. © me "of 

Tris Interview was charming on both ſides. 
The Night was clear enough not to deprive the 
King of the Sight of the admirable Stature of Rox- 

Kia; and Judging of the Features of her Face, 
by what he could difcern thereof, he'no way 
doubted but ſhe was as perfect a Beauty as the 
World reported her to be. But what charm'd 
him moſt was her Wit, which the Lady, who 
had an infinite Stock thereof, diſplay'd on all Oc- 
caſions, to repair what the Night conceal'd of 
the Perfection of her Beauty. The. King was 
quite tranſported, and, to ſpeak the Truth, they 
did not ſtand upon Compliments. They pre- 
fent! 8 to certain Familiarities, that 
would have made any Body believe they had been 
long acquainted. That is what Kings have a- 
mong many other Privileges, for they make a 
greater Progreſs in one Day, than other Men do 
in a Month. | 


- ROUKTA, full of the Glory of the Rank 

to which the Honour the King did her was 50 

ing to raiſe her, did the utmoſt that lay in her 

Power to deſerve it, and ſucceeded wonderful- 

iy well therein; for % gain'd all his Eſteem, 
' | 2 : . ar « 


— — —— — — 


at the ſame time that ſhe-engroſs'd his Heart. She 
ſaid a thouſand pretty Things to him, which 
ev'n raptur'd him, and made him (iu a very 
obliging Manner for her) break into a thouſand 
Cornplaints againſt the God of Love, thathe had 
been ſo long in letting him know the Woman of 
his whole Kingdom, who beſt deſerv'd his Cate 
and Affection. They had retir'd themſelves 
(tho? it did not rain) into a Grotto, which was 
very convenient for much ſuch another Gon- 
verlation as that of Ezeas and Dido, and they re- 
main'd ſome Time without being interrapted by 
any Body. I ſhall not follow 'em thither, con- 
tinu'd Razre Piling, or tell you what paſs'd in 
that happy Place. If you have ever been in Love, 
you'll ey oc at the Subject of theic Con- 
verſation. The King was ſo well pleas'd with 
it, that he reſolv'd to paſs the Remainder of the 
Night there, and fell aſleep in the Arms of his 
Miſtreſs. | 

Bur Love, who was employ'd in the ſame 
Garden, upon the fame Myſteries, did not let 
him reſt long. Roukia heard a Noiſe, and 
wak*d him, to acquaint him, that moſt certainly 
ſome Perſons were there. At firſt he cou'd not 
eaſily believe it, becauſe the Place was inac- 
ceſſible to any Man but himſelf, and Mobaren 
the great Gardener; but as the King had ſent 
him abroad, he was the Perſon he expected 
the leaſt of any. He therefore liſten'd 
more attentively, and was at laſt ſatif- 
— 7 that be heard ſome Steps and Voices. 

e was willing, before he. proceeded: far»: 
ther, to know who were the bald - ref 
ſors; for it was Death to enter, even in the Way 


time, into chat Garden, without his Leave: * 
be 
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de was hardly got up, when he ſaw them ap- 
proach, and juſt ready to enter the Grotto. It 
was a ſpacious Place, made on purpoſe to afford 
a cool Retreat from the Heat of the Sun in the 
Summer Seaſon. In it were ſeveral Beds of 
Turf, the neatlieft contriv'd that Fancy cou'd 
deviſe, and round about it were Pots of Jeſſa- 
min, and Tuberoſes, aud (ther exquiſite Fiow- 
ers: In a Word, it was a Place defign'd for the 
King's Pleaſure. It appear'd plainly, by the man- 
ner of the new Comers, that they were acquaint- 
ed with it. They choſe a Place not far from 
that where the King was, but it was fo dark, 
that it was impoſſible to fee one the other. He 
let em feat themſelves as they pleas'd. He took 
Notice at their firſt Entrance, that there were 
two of them; but cou'd not diſcern, whether they 
were Men or Women; *till one of 'em, whoſe 
Voice the King thought he had great Reaſon to 
know, faid to the other, This is the moſt Con- 
venient Place in the World to laugh, and divert 
our ſelves, at the Coſt of my jealous Keeper. 
He has brought me hither frequently, to make 
me paſs ſome Hours with him, which were 
mortifying enough. In ſhort, it was Hartig 
that ſpoke; at which the King was very much 
furpris'd, nor cou'd he imagine by what means 
ſhe got in thither. But what ſurpris'd him moſt, 
and was no leſs a Surpriſe to Roxkia, was to 
hear the other's Anſwer, which made *em both 
ſenſible, that it was Moharen. I muſt confeſs 
to E. Madam, that tho' he may not perhaps 
deſerve to poſſeſs alone the Heart of ſo beauti- 
ful a Perſon, yet he is my Maſter; and nothin 
but the violent Paſſion I have for you cou'd 
make me capable of committing ſo baſe a Trea- 
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chery. Nothing but your extraordinary Beauty 
can render it any way excuſable, becauſe it in- 
ſpires Sentiments which it is impoſſible to reſiſt. 
Yes, Madam continu'd he fighing, I am ſenſi- 
ble that let a Man pretend to ever ſo much Pro- 
dity, yet Love, when ſupported by ſo charming 
a Per ſon, is ſtronger than all the Ties of Ho- 
nour and Duty. | 2 

II 's all a Jeſt, Mobharen, reply'd Hattige, to 
entertain theſe Scruples at preſent. I am falſe 
as well as you, but it does not in the leſt di- 
ſturb me. Infidelity has its Charms for thoſe 
who know how to uſe it opportunely. I have 
a Heart that will be its own Maſter, and love 
this Perſon for a while, and then another, ac- 
cording as it finds it ſelf inclin'd. How 
wretchedly miſerable wou'd Men and Women 
be, if every Engagement were an abſolute Sale 
of themſelves; and it ſhou'd not be allow'd 
them to change, when a Surfeit, or Inclination 
requir*d it? Without doubt they wou'd conſider 
a little more maturely of it than- they do, and 
very few wou'd imbark in ſo rigid a State, It 
is a natural Prerogative of the Heart, to beſtow, 
and reſume it ſelf again whenever it pleaſes; 
and unhappy is That which does not enjoy it. 
The Sentiments change like all other things ;and 
Love as well as Nature is only charming in 
its D As for Inſtance, Moharen, I am 
yours to Day; but in three or four Days, I 

won't anſwer, that I may not be ſome other 
Body's ; and Jon wou'd be very unjuſt, if you 
ſhou'd exact from me a greater Fidelity, than 
that I obſerve to the King. No, certainly, Ma- 
dam, anſwer'd Mobaren laughing; and I ſhou'd, 
no doubt of it, be in the Wrong, if I blam'd in 
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£ 
% 


you this agreeable 1 rea 907 fince it is to- 
8: 


that I owe my own Happineſs: But ſerioufly 
" ſpeaking, wou'd you ſay 45 much to the 
King? You may believe, reply'd ſhe, that I 
don't value my ſelf upon theſe Maxims before 


him, not out of. Fear, leit he ſhou'd follow- 
them; but to avoid giving him an i Opinion 
of me. Were he of my Humour, I believe I 

ſnou'd love him the better for it; and perhaps 
T hate him only, becauſe he loves me too con- 
ſtantly. I was willing to put him my ſelf, one 


Day, upon committing an Infidelity to me, by 
telling him, that I had dream'd I ſaw him in 


the Arms of Roxkia your Wife; becauſe I knew 


ſhe was a fine Woman, and that might poſſibly 


ive him a Deſire, or at leaſt a Curioſity to ſee 
er. But my Art was of no Force againſt his 
. obſtinate Fidelity, and it ſerv'd only to procure ' 
me a thouſand freſh Aſſurances of his Faith, 


and Tenderneſs. You did not oblige me very 
much, reply'd ' Moharer ; therefore pray, Ma- 
dam, when you are for the future reduc'd to 
have Recourſe to Dreams, to deliver you from 
an Importunaie Lover, let it not be at the 
Coſt of your Friends. How! cou'd you take 
it amiſs, reply'd Haztige, that the King ſhou'd 
pay you, what you lend him? Ves, moſt cer- 


tainly, anſwer'd Moharen, becauſe I don't lend 


him, with a Deſire to be repay'd. Well then, 


reply'd ſhe again, if He does not, Another may. 


I don't fear that, ſaid Moharen; I know my 
Wife, and am wy perſwaded that ſhe is filly 

enough rather to ſuffer Death, than todiſhonour 
Mein ſuch a Manner, tho? the King himſelf were 

me Perſon ſhou'd ſolicite her to it. She e- 
very Day makes me terrible Reproaches, that I ſo 
Q 4 much 
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much as ſuffer Slaves to enter her Chamber; and 
1 dare affirm to you again, that ſhe wou'd 
Ttooner chuſe to dye, than to be ſeen by any other 
Man than my ſelf, ev'n tho? it were the beſt 
Friend I had. | 
So pleaſant a Dialogue had various Effects 
in the Souls of our two Auditors: Sometimes 
they had a Mind to laugh, and ſometimes to he 
angry. The King all the while held Rozkza in his 
Arms, and ſqueez'd her Hand, when they talk'd 
of her, which ſhe on her Part return'd, when 
they mention'd him. It is true, his Inclination 
for Hattige was much abated, fince the Trea- 
Cheries ſhe had play'd him; but till more, ſince 
the Love he entertain'd for Rox#ia. Never- 
theleſs, it is a hard Matter, even tho' one had 
uſte forſaken a Miſtreſs, to ſee her in the 
rms of another, without ſome Motions of 
Spire and Jealouſy, more eſpecially when it 
ig a Perſon whom one thinks beneath one. 
Now even ſetting the Crown afide, Mobaren 
was not equal to the King, either in Vigour, 
ot a handſome Mein. He was not old in- 
deed, but he was not ſo young as the King, 
nor neay ſo beautiful. It is a kind of Unhap- 
pineſs to Kings, at leaſt to thoſe who are nice in 
the Point of Love, that their Miſtreſſes can not 
change without degenerating. 
NoTwitHSTANDING the King ſqueez'd 
the Hand of Roxkia as he did, and laugh'd with 
her in a ſmother'd Manner, yet he was enrag'd 
in his Soul at what he heard; and any other 
beſides Mobaren, of whom he reveng'd him- 
[if very agreeably, wou'd have inſtantly felt 
the terrible Effects of his Anger. As for Kon- 
kia, ſhe wou'd have had her Share of Diſquiet 
in 
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in this Adventure, had it not ſery'd to promote 
her Intereſt with the King on the one fide; 
and fince on the other ſhe pay'd her Husband in 
his own Coin, ſhe thought, ſhe had all the Rea- 
ſon in the World to be ſatisfy'd. 

HowE VER, as this new Couple of Lovers 
had their private Deſigns, and were not come 
into that Grotto merely to talk; the Scene 
was going to change: But the King had not 
the Complaiſance, nor Patience, to be a Spectatot 
to the very End of the Comedy; wheretore riſing 
with great Fury and Noiſe; Mobaren, ſaid he, 
With a Voice able to make the moſt Reſolute 
tremble, doſt thou ſerve me after this Man- 
ner? Is it thus that thou execut'ſt my Orders? It 
wou'd be a hard Task enough, to give 2 lively 
Deſcription of the Aſtoniſhment, Fear and Con- 
fuſion, with which the great Gardener and his 
Beauty were ſeiz'd, when they heard the King's 
Voice. Moharesx flung himſelf immediately at 
his Feet, his Face upon the Ground, without 
being able for ſome time to utter a Word. And 
you falſe Wretch, continu'd the King, ſpeak- 
ing to Hartige, Creature without Fidelity, or 
Honour; is it thus you pay me for the Obliga- 
tions you have to me, for having made you. 
what you are? | . | 

Tur Invectives went farther; but, Sir, they 
wou'd be too tedious to be repeated. I ſhall 
therefore tell you in one Word, that the great 
Gardener having recover'd himſelf from his 
aſtoniſhing Fright, altho' he was not it leſs Ap- 
prchenfion of Death, did all he cou'd, not to 
excuſe himſelf, for there was no room for it; 
bur on the contrary, to calt all the Crime upon 
himſelf, in order to render Hartig“ thereby lets 

Qs Guilty, 
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Guilty, and to ſave her, if he cou'd, by giving 


up himſelf a Sacrifice for her. The King made 
Anſwer, That he accepted of the Sacrifice, 
provided the Perſon he had with him approv'd 
thereof; and then he made Roxk:a ſhow herſelf, 
who had not yet appear'd upon the Stage. 
MOHAREN was one of: thoſe Husbands, 
who, notwithſtanding they love their Wives 
very well, uſe ſometimes to hunt upon other 
People's Grounds. He had been in Love with 
Hattige, while ſhe was ſtill with the Janizary; 
and the Choice the King: had made of her for a 
Miſtreſs, was ſo far from leſſening his Paſ- 
fion, that it added Fewel to it; inſomuch 
that he had addreſs'd himſelf to Zara, whom 
he knew to be very well skill'd in her Trade, 
-and had already ſerv'd him that Way. The Pri- 
vilege he had, to go into the Garden of the 
Seraglio when he pleas'd, contributed yery 
much to the obtaining the Miſtreſſes it procur'd 
him: But as for Hartige, ſhe * her then 
fo hard to. get Acceſs to, that ſhe had almoſt put 
him off of the Attempt, till the Diſgrace of his 
Nephew, which was ſo far from deterring him, 
that it gave him freſh Courage to make a Tryal 
of what he had long'd to compaſs; and Zara 
having found an Opportunity to ſpeak to him, 


the Matter was ſoon agreed upon. He did 


* 


not imagine that his Wife was to be the Pur- 
Ehaſe of his -Inclinations; and his Surpriſe, as 
well as Conſternation, were much greater after 
he heard her Voice, than when he heard the 
King's. He knew not what to ſay, nor what 
to do; he ſaw himſelf pay'd in his own Coin, 
and therefore could have no Reaſon to com- 

lain, but vented his Rage in deep Sighs. I he 

ing in the mean Time triumph'd, and being 
: willing 
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willing to augment his Deſpair, and to reliſh 
the Pleaſure he took in loading him with 
Grief and Confuſion ; he made him give 
the Detail of this Intrigue with Hazzige; of 
the Means he had us'd to become acquainted 
with her, and how he had got her out of the 
Seraglio. This unfortunate Adventurer cou'd 
not refuſe obeying him: He therefore infortn'd. 
him of the Paſſion he had for her ſeveral Years 
paſt, and which had reviv'd fince the Adventure 
of his Nephew, which gave him to under- 
ſtand, that Hattzge was not inſenſible to Love: 
That Zara had been his Confident, - and that 
that very Day being pitch'd vpon for their Inter- 
view, (as one is apt to leave every Thing for 
Love, when one is deeply affected with that 
Paſſion,) he had not been able to purſue the 
Orders he had given him. As for the Manner 
of his getting her out of the Seraglio, he ſaid it 
was through a Window of her Apartment which 
open'd upon the Garden, from whence he had 
let her down in a Wicker Basket. The King 
| had the Curioſity to go and ſee this Machine, 
and he found it ſtill in a Condition to recon- 
vey up the Lady who had deſerted it; But he 
put Kozkia in her Stead, and made her worthy 
Husband draw her up in lieu of Hattige, whom 
he gave to him in Exchange. It was a very great 
Favour the King did Mobaren, and in my Opi- 


nion he cou'd not have dealt more mild! 
with him. my” 
ROUKTIA thus took Poſſeſſion not only of 
the King's Heart, but of the Apartment, and of 
all that Hlattig“ (who had taken nothing alon 
with her) had of moſt valuable. She comfort 


her ſelf nevertheleſs for her Loſs; and loving 
: the 
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the Pleaſure of Liberty, ſhe wou'd freely have 
given even more than what ſhe loſt, to get 
out of the Seraglio. But Mohares, whom rhe 
Example of the Preciſe Rou#is had made wiſer, 
did not keep her leſs confin'd; ſo that they ſoon 
had Diſputes and Quarrels, and at laſt became 
| weary each of the other. Hartige, in order to 
get from him, took the Pretext of a Divine Re- 
velation, to which the Zarks have a great De- 
ference, and ſaid that God requir'd of her to 
make a Voyage to Mecca, or elſe her Sins wou'd 
never be forgiven her: This was a ſpecious 
Cauſe enough to oblige Moharex to give into 
her Requeſt, even if he had not had a Mind to 
et rid of her, as he really had. Inſomuch that 
leaving the Care of her Converſion to God, he 
conſented to her going this Pilgrimage. He ſent 
her to Tunis, recommended her to Mabomet 
Bafhaw Bey, his intimate Friend, and deſir'd 
him to ſupply this beautiful Pilgrim with a Ship 
to carry her to Alexandria. | 
Tn1s, my Lord, purſu'd Razze, is the whole 
Hiſtory of my Mittreſs. You ſee I have not 
ſpar'd her, in giving you a faithful Narrative of 
her Adventures, which you cou'd not learn bet- 
ter from any Perſon than from me, who have 
been always with her, ever fince ſhe firſt went 
into the Seraglio, but I never approv'd of her 
Conduct. It was for that Reaſon, that ſhekept 
every I hing from me, which however did not 
| hinder me from penetrating into the very Bottom 
of it. It is moſt certain that was her Soul as beau- 
tiful as is her Body, nothing under the Heavens 
wou'd be more conſummately perfect. She 
wou'd charm you, Sir, were you to ſee her, 


and tis Pity that ſuch « Man as the Captain ”" 
| | x 
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the other Ship ſhou'd be in Paſſeſſion of her; ſhe 
wou'd be much better in your Hands. 'The 
Knight made Anſwer, that he had a Mind to 
ferve her Miſtreſs, but not with any Deſign 
of reaping any private Advantages therefrom ; 
that he had been to ſeek for her out of that Mo- 
tive, and that, if it was poflible, he wou'd, the 
ficſt fair Weather, give her and all thoſe in her 
Veſſel their Liberty, but that ſhe muſt keep it a 
Secret, for fear, if his Friend ſhou'd come to 
know his Iutentions, he ſhou'd obſtruct their 

ood Fortune. Kazie aſtoniſh'd at ſo much 
. in a Malteſe Rover, (that ſort of Peo- 
ple not being us'd to treat thoſe of her Nation 
over Civilly) knew not what to think, and took 
for a Miracle both what ſhe ſaw, and what ſhe 


heard. She return'd her hearty Thanks to the 


Knight for the Favour he gave her Hopes of, at- 
ter which ſhe was carry'd back to her own Ship 
loaded with Provifions, at which the other Wo- 
men were as much ſurpris'd, as they had been 
ill us'd by the other Captain, whom they did not 
at firſt believe to be more inhuman than this. 
TRE Knight paſt that Night but indifferently, 
he did nothing but 1 the Adventures of 
this Lady; and notwithſtanding the bad Cha- 
racter her Slave Razze had repreſented her under, 
he was young, and cou'd not forbear having a great 


deſire to ſee het: But then, as the was ſo exqui- 


fſite a Beauty, he was afraid the fight of her 
wou'd coſt him dear, ſince he found that the 
bare Narrative of her Hiſtory infpir'd him with 
Sentiments for her, which he felt already were 
not indifferent. Very few Knights of Malta, 
and eſpecially at his Age, wou'd have had ſuch 
Scruples. Curiolity at leaſt, if net Love, * 

ave 
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have : got the better of all other Conſiderations ; 
but This, who was as Virtuous and Good, as he 
was Brave and Generous, eſteem'd it his Duty, 
as a Man of Honour, to ſerve this Lady, with- 
out the leaſt Hopes of any Return. However as 
he lov'd to do Things after a handſome Manner, 
he was reſolv'd to ſpeak once more to Gourdan, 
before he proceeded any further; and: he was 
preparing to go and ſee him, when he faw him 
enter his Room, with a more than ordinary 
cheerful Countenance: Well, Knight, ſaid he to 
him, how do you like your Company? I hope 
now you'll the more eaſily forgive what Loye 
made me do. I excuſe, anſwer'd the Knight, 
the Love one may have for a beautiful Lady but 
I] cannot excuſe a Man, who ill uſes 'em as you 
do. I am more ſorry for it, reply'd the Cor- 
ſaire, than you can imagine; but you don't 
know, ſo well as F do, the Nature of the Wo- 
men of this Country. Fhey are capricious 
Creatures, whoſe Love is not to be gain'd but 
by Force, and ill Uſage. It is a very bad Poli- 
cy, and unworthy of a Man of Honour, reply'd 
the Knight: Believe me, added he, it wou'd be 
more conſiſtent with your Honour to ſend her 
"back in the Ship you took her in, than to offer 
the leaſt Violence to her. He ſpoke theſe Words 
with ſuch an Air, as made Gourdan redden, and 
remain ſilent. I know, continw'd he, that you 
will not follow my Advice, but P11 diſcharge 
my Duty in giving it you; and I mult further 
add, that if you have ever ſo little Conſideration 
for me, you'll at leaſt leave this poor Slave in 
the Liberty of loving you, or not loying you: 
For whatever you can ſay of the Nature of the 


Women of her Country, you plainly ſee, that 
| the 
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the Method you take with her has not ſucceed- 
ed hitherto, but on the 1 map Poon a quite dif- 
re. 


ferent Effe& from what = e is no 
» ordinary Woman, and ſo not to be reduc'd by 
Threats and ill Treatment to a Compliance: 
And even if you ſhou'd gain your Point, tell me, 
I pray, what Pleaſure | 169 cou'd have, that did 
not leſſen the Character of a Man ſo much 
eſteem'd in his Religion as you are. 


'GOURDAN imagin'd that the Knight, ba- 


ving heard of the extraordinary Beauty of this 
Woman, was become amorous of her, and that 
he ſpoke thus only to make him let go his Hold, 
and then to ſeize her himſelf. Wherefore turn- 
ing towards him, All your Rhetorick, ſaid he 
to the Knight laughing, ſhall do you no Service: 
P11 keep my beautiful Tarꝶ in ſpite of you; and 
let her love me, or not love me, ſhe ſhall not 
go out of my Ship. But Captain Goxrdas, reply*d 
the Knight in a Tone ſomewhat cooler, is 
then this beautiful Tur ſo much yours, that 
you can diſpoſe of her after this manner ? and 
have you a greater Right over her than I have? 
It is not, continu'd he, that I have any Intenti- 

on to take her from you: I have already told 
you my Opinion on that head----F don't knew, 
ſaid the Corſarre interrupting him, what your In- 
tentions or Sentiments are; but my Life ſhall 


be ſooner taken from me than this Woman ; 


and I ſhall look upon him to be my worſt Ene- 
my, who wou'd take upon him to make mequit 
her. The Knight wou'd not take any Notice 
of the Words of a Man whoſe ſmall Portion 


of good Senſe was diſturb'd by Jealouſy; he was 


for trying by gentle and reaſonable Means to 
bring him to himſelf. What I ask of you, * 
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he to him, is juſt and rational, and if you ate 
my Friend, as you have often aflur'd me you 
were, you won't refaſe it me; if you do, you'll 
oblige me to ſeek the neceſſary Means to reſtore 
this Woman to her full Liberty. You will 
compals that Deſign but with the utmoſt Diffi- 
.culty, reply*d the Corſaire in the greateſt Rage; to 
bring ſuch a Thing about, I muſt have to do 
with othergueſs People than you. This was 
talking very big to ſuch a Man as the Knight 
was, and more eſpecially aboard his own Ship; 
| but This having as much Moderation, as the 6 
ther had Brutality, he choſe rather to let him go, 
than to offer any Inſult to him, notwithſtanding 
his Behaviour deſerv'd it. | 

Tu E did not viſiſt one another after this In- 
terview ; The Corſaire diſtruſted the Knight, and 
watch'd his Prey. His Lieutenant in the mean 


Time inform'd the Knight of all that paſs'd, 


and offer'd to ſerve him in any Thing he ſhou'd 
deſire of him; but the prudent Knight de- 
ſir'd no other Service from him, but to take 
Care that a Billet he ſhou'd cauſe to be writ to 
the beautiful Slave ſhou'd be deliver'd to her. 
The Lieutenant promis'd he wou'd, and Aazie 
was ſent for to that Purpoſe; becauſe, that not- 
withſtanding the Knight underſtood, and ſpoke 
the Moreſque Language very well, yet he cou'd 
not write it. She being come, ſhe writ the fol- 
lowing Lines to her Miſtreſs. | 

MAD AM, a Man as Gallant and Generous, 
#s he who holds you in Captiony is Brutiſi and 
al Bred, bas a Mind to ſet You at Liberty, and 
Us elſe: take Cave therefore to be "ey the firſt 
Wind that ſball preſent, and faften 4 2 * 

777 
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Window of your Cabin; that when Opportunit 

ſhall ſerve, you may have Advice thereof, 

e Blllet was ſeal'd, and carry'd fecrett 

to Gourdau's Lieutenant, who immediately 

tranſmitted it to the beautiful Slave, by the 

Hands of the Eunuch, who was intirely devo- 

ted to him. This poor Woman receiv'd an un- 

ſpeakable Joy at the agreeable News; but as ſhe 

had never been over Fortunate, ſhe did not 

dare to hope for ſo unexpeQed a Happineſs, 

The raſcally Pirate, for ſo it was ſhe call'd him, 

had tormented her that Day more than ever; 

and the was teſolv'd to fling her ſelf into the 

Sea, if he came any more to her: So that this 

Billet in a manner reftor'd Life to her; and ſiſe 

never had pray d to Mahomet with ſo much Fer- 

vor, as ſhe did now for a Wind, ſince from | 

That ſhe was to expect her Liberty. Let her | 

fall into any Hands whatever, provided ſhe got 1 

out of Thoſe of this Brutiſh Captain, ſhe thought | 

ſhe ſhou'd be too happy. In fine, one Night, || 

when perhaps ſhe leaſt expected it; the ſaw a | 


| 
Man come in at her Window, who at firſt 
ſtruck her with ſome Fear; but his handſome 4 
Mein ſoon gave her freſh . It was j 
the Knight. 1 is Time, Madam, ſaid he to her | 
with a low Voice, to free you from your | 
Chains. The Weather is the moſt favourable 
that can be wiſh'd, for you to return to Tuuis. 
Improve the Opportunity, and let me have the | 
Satisfaction to have done a ſmall Service to a i 
Perſon, who, far from deſerving ſo inhumane | 
a Treatment, is worthy. to be reſpected by | 
the whole World, I can't reſolve which had the | 
greateſt Effect over Hattige's Heart, the News 
r | | ; — 
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the Knight brought her, or the fine Qualities of 
is Perſon; but I know ſhe ſpent fome Time in 
looking at him, and that being touch'd with Grati- 
tude for ſo conſiderable a Service, and embracing 
him to return him Thanks for the ſame, ſhe h 

not one Word to ſay. He had ſurpris'd her in 
Bed, and he was ſo powerfully charm'd with 
the conſummate Beauty of her Face, that he was 
not leſs at a Loſs for Speech than ſhe. I know 
not, my Lord, ſaid Hattigs to him, after having 
expreſs'd by her Actions all the Acknowledg- 
ment imaginable,, Whether it be not Heav'n I 
am oblig'd to for the Relief you bring me; but 
this I'm ſure of, that there are but few Men up- 
on the Earth ſo generous, nor ſo handſome as 
you are. The Knight, who was a courtly and 
well bred Gentleman, return'd her Gallantry 
for Gallantry; and helping her to dreſs her ſelf, 
he inſtructed her in all ſhe was to ſay, and in 
the Courſe the Maſter of the Veſſel was to ſteer, 
that in Caſe the Corine ſhould purſue them, he 
might not meet with 'em. The beautiful Tark 
was not long in dreſſing her ſelf. I am apt to 
believe few W omen on the like Occaſions wou'd 
be over- ſolicitous about their Attire, and if the 
Knight had requir'd it, this would have gone 
out of the Ship as ſhe came out of her Bed. The 
Ship's Crew began already tobe in Motion, and 
to make every Thing ready to fail, notwith- 
ftanding the Wind was not the moſt favourable 
that might be for Malta. The Knight help'd 
the beautiful Tzrk to deſcend into a Canow, 
which he had caus'd to be ready at the Stern; 
and ſhe was no ſooner in it, but by the Favour 
of the Night it made off, and got ſafe to one of 
 thePrizes; in which he deſign'd to ſend her _ 
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He made all the Chriſtians, who were on board, 
* of her; and having taken Leave of the 

dy, who wou'd have been glad he had not 
left her ſo ſoon, he parted with Regret, and re- 
air'd to his own Ship, where he order'd his 


en to weigh. Anchor, as Goardan had done, in 
order to ſet Sail. 


The End of the Third Volume... 
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prefix'd a particular Account of their Lives, 
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Dedicated to the Swiſs Count 


The Fair Circaſſian, a Pramatick Perform- 
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The Siege of Damaſcus a Tragedy. Writ- 
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Sir Walter Raleigh, a Tragedy. Written by 
Dr. Sewell. 


The Invader of his Country; Or, The Fatal 


Reſentment, a Tragedy. Written by Jobs Den- 
nit, Eſq; | 


"Tis well if it Takey a Comedy. Written by 
Mr. Taverner. 


The Sham Marquis; Or, The Younger Bro- 
ther, a Comedy. 
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